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Draft Programme

A. 1. Big factories are developing in Russia with ever
growing rapidity, ruining the small handicraftsmen and
peasants, turning them into propertyless workers, and driv-
inr ever-increasing numbers of the pevple to the cities, factory
and industrial villages and townlets.
2, This growth of capitalism significs an enormous growth
of wealth and luxury among a handlul of faclory owners,
merchants and landowners, and a still more rapid growth
of the poverty and oppression of the workers. The improve
ments in production and the machinery introduced in the
big factories, while facilitating a rise in the productivity of
social labour, serve to strengthen the pewer of the capital-
ists over the workers, to increase unemployment and with
it to accentuate the defenceless position of the workers,
| 3. But while carrying the oppression of labour by capital
! to the highest pitch, the big factories ave ereating a special
| class of workers which is enabled to wage a siruggle against
eapital, because their very condifions of life are destroying
all their tics with their own petty preduction, and, by vnit-
imgz the workers throggh their common labour and trans-
ferring them from factory to factory, are welding masses of
r. The workers are heginning a strugple
and an intense urge for unity is
appearing amoeng them, Out of the isolated revolis of the
workers is prowing the strugele of the Russian working
‘.‘-li'r.a:j,

working folk togeth

against the capitali
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4. This struggle of the wo king class against the capitalist
class is a strugele against all classes wha [ive by the Tabour
of others, and against all exploitation. It can only end in
the passage of political power into the hands of the working
class, the transfer of all the land, instruments, factories,
miachiries, and mines to the whole of society for the organi-
sation of socialist production, under which all that is pro-
duced by the workers and ali imptrovements in production
must bencfit the working people themselves.

5. The movement of the Russian working ¢lass s, accord-
ing to its character and aims, part of the international
{Social-Democratic) movement of the working class of all
countries. . . .

Explanation of the Programme

.. .What, however, is the domination of the capitalist
class over the ¢nfire mass of working folk based on? It is
based on the fact that all the factorics, mills, mines, ma-
chines, and instruments of labour are in the hands of the
capitalists, are their private property; on the fuct that they
possess enormous quantities of land (of all the land in
Eurepean Russin, more than one-third helongs to landed
proprietors who do not number half o million). The workers
possess mo instruments of labour or materials and sp
they have to sell their labour-power to the eapitalists who
only pay the workers what is necessary for their keep,
and place all the surplus produced by labous in their
pockets; thus they pay for only part of the working time
they vse, and appropriate the rest. The entire increase in
wealth resnlting from the combined labour of the masses
of workers or from improvements in production poes to the
capitalist class, while the workers, who toil Irom penera
tion 10 gencration. remain propertyless proletarians, Tha
is why there is only one way of ending the exploitation of
labour by capital. and that is to abolish (he private owner
hip of the instruments of labour, to hand over all the
Factories, mills, mincs, and also all the big estates, etc., to

|-'J

the whole of society and to conduct socialist production in
common, directed by the workers themselves. The articles
produced | 1haur in eommon will then go to benelit the

working people themselves, while the surplus they produoce
gver and above their [\'1.";’]_& will serve to _3;;{'&;:; the needs
ol the workers themselves, to secure the Tull development
of all their capabilities and equal rights to enjoy all the
achievements of science and art. That is why the programnme
states that the strugele between the working class and the
capitalists can end only in this way. To Iac}nr.;ve that,
however, il is necessary that political power, i.e.. the power
to _-g_'rr\'u"rl the state, should pass from 1‘|’__‘-E han:tal ul.'. a
government which is under the influence of the capitalists
and landowners, or from the hands of a government directly
made up of elected representatives of the capitalists, into the
hands of the working class. ’

Such is the ultimate aim of the struggle of the working
class, such is the condition for is complete emancipa-
HOR.. ...

Written in prison, Dvaff Progrosme—
afier Diecember 4 (21), 1895,
wrne of the Frogramme in .]-\J.','\i.‘_‘,—

Collected  Tlotks,
Vol 2. np. 95-96, 107-08




From the Pamphlet TO THE RURAL POOR

An Explanation for the Peasanis of Whai (he
Social-Democrats Wani?

Money has everywhere become the ruling power. All the
goods produced by human labour are exchanged for money,
With money you can buy anything. With money vou can
even buy a man, that is to say. force a man who owns noth
mg to work for another who has mency. Formerly, land
used to be the ruling pewer—that was the case under the
serf-owning system: whoever posscssed land  possessed
power and aulherity. Today, however, money, capital, has
become the ruling power. With money you can buy as much
land as you like. Without money you will not be able to
do much even i you have land; you must have money to
buy a plough or other implements, to buy livestock, to
buy clothes and other town-made goods, not to speak of
paying taxes. For the sake of money nearly all the land-
lords have mortgaged th estates to the banks. To oet
money the govermment borrows from rich people and bank-
ers all over the world, and pays hundreds of millions of
vubles yearly in intercst on these loans,

For the sake of money everyone today is waging a fierc
war against everyone elge. Hach tries to buy cheap and to
, each tries to get ahcad of the other, to sell as
MYy huud:.‘ as T:Z-C'I.'H,'Ei'l'-|e, to undercut the L}lIJ.CI'= to conceal
from him a profitable market or a profitable contract. In
this general scramble for money the little man, the petty
artisan or the small peasant, fares worse than all: he is
slways lcft behind by the rich merchant or the rich
peasant. The little man never has any reserves: he lives

gell d

rom hand to mouth; each difficulty or accident compels
him to pawn his last belongings or to sell his livestock at
a trifling price. Onee he has fallen into the clutches of a
kulak or of a usorer he very rarely succceds in escaping
from the net, and in most casez he is wtterly roined.
Every year tens amd hundreds of thousands of small
peasants and artisans lock up their cottages, surrender
their holdings to the commune grafis and become wage-
workers, farm-hands, unskilled workers, proletarians. But
the rich grow vicher and vicher in this struggle for money.
They pile up millions and hundreds of millions of rubles in
the banks and make profit not only with their own money,
but also with the money deposited in the banks by others.
The little man who deposits a few score or a few hundred
rubles in 2 bank or a savings-bank receives interest at the
rafe of three or four J;r}peks to the ruble: but the rich make
millions out of these scorcs and use these millions to
increase thei turnover and make ten and twenty kopeks to
the ruble,

That 15 why the Social-Democratic workers say that the
only way to put an end to the poverty of the people is to
change the existing order from top to bottom, throughout
the country, and to establish a socielist order, in other
words, to fake the cstates from the bip landowners, the
factories from the factory owners, and money capital from
the hankers, to abolish their private property and turm it
over to the whole working people throughout the country,
When that is done the workers’ labour will he made use of
not by rich people living on the labour of others, but by
the workers themselves and by those elected by them. The
[ruits of common labour and the advantages from all 1m-
provements and machinery will then benefit all the working
peopls, all the workers. Wealth will then grow at a still
faster rate because the workers will work better for them-
selves than they did lor the capitalists: the working day
will be shorler; the workers” standard of living will be higher;
ail their conditions of 1ife will be l_'l,)IuJ_Jl:‘;ttl:«l Ci.'l'r.?lllgi_".l.

But it is not an easy matter to chanpe the existing order
throughout the country, That requires a great deal of effort.
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a long and stubborn strugele. All the rich, all the property-
owners, all the bourgevisie® will defend their viches with all
their might. The officials and the army will rise to defend
all the rich class, because the sovernment itself is in the
hands of the rich class. The workers must rally as one man
for the struggle against all those who live on the labour
of others; the workers themselves must unite and help to
unite all the poor in a single working class, in a gingle
proletarian class. The struggle will not be easy for the
working class, but it will certainly end in the workers’
victory becausc the hourgeoisie, or those who live on the
labour of others, are an insignificant minority of the popula-
tion, while the working class is the vast majority, The
workers against the property-owners means millions againsgt
thousands.

The workers in Russia are already beginning to unite for
this great struggle in a single workers’ Social-Demoeratic

Party. Diffieult as it is to unite in secret, hiding from the
police, nevertheless, the organisation is growing and gaining
strength. When the Russian people have won political liberty,
the work of uniting the working class, the cause of socialism,
will advance much more rapidly, more rapidly than it is
advancing among the German workers.

Written March 1903

First published as a separafe pamphlet
in May 1908, in Geneva, by the League
of Russian Social-Democracy Abroad

Collected  thlorks.
Val. 6. pp. AT4-77

Bourgeois means a property-owier. The bourgepisic are all the
Property-owners taken fogether. A bir hourgedis is the owner of big
propetty. A petty bourpenis is the swaner of siull properiy, The words
bourgesisic and prolelariat mean the same #s properby-owners and
workors, the rich and (he pour, or those who [ive on the labour of
others and those who work for others for WilECs.

From LESSONS OF THE COMMUNE?

Although the socialist proletariat was split up . 1*1"0
numerous sects, the Commune was a splendid example of
the unanimity with which the proletariat was able {0 ac-
complish the democratic tasks which the 1 _|‘1.3:-*L|]=_«'I_-:;1|:‘U_u‘.-d
only proclaim. Without any particularly complex legisiation,
in a simple, straightforward manner, the proletariat, 'ﬁ_’h!ch
had seized power, carricd out the democratisation of the
social system. abolished the bureaucracy, and made all official
posts elective,

But two mistakes destroyed the fruits of the splendid
victory, The proletariat stopped hall-way: instead tr setting
about “expropriating the expropriators”, it allowed itsell to
be led astray by dreams of establishing a higher justice in
the country united by a compion national task; such instilu-
tions as the banks, for example, were not taken over, and
Proudhonist® theories about a “just exchange”, ete., still
brevailed ameng the socialists, The second mistake was
excessive magnanimity on the part of the proletariat: i_nst::-Lc
of destroving its enemies it songht o ezert moral influence
o1 them; it underestimated the significance of direct military
operations in ¢ivil war, and instead of launching a resolute
offensive agamst Versailles that would have erowned its
victory in Paris, it tarried and gave the Versailles government
time to gather the dark forces and prepare for the blood-
soaked week of M ay,
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But despite all ils mistakes the Commune was a superb
example of the great proletarian movement of the nineteenth
century. Marx set a high value on the historic signilicance
of the Commune—if, during the treacherous attempt iy the
Versailles gang to seize the arms of the Paris proletariat,
the workers had allowed themselves to be disarmed without
a light, the disastrons effect of the demo alisation, that this
weakness would have caused in the proletarian movement,
would have been [ar, far greater than the losses suffered by
the working class in the battle (o defend its arms5 The
sacrifices of the Commune, heavy as they were, are made up
for by it significanee for the general struggle of the prole-
tariaf; it stirred the socialist movement throughout Europe,
it demonstrated the strength of civil war, it dispelled patriotic
ilusions, and destroyed the naive belief in any efforts of the
bourgeoisie for common national aims. The Commune ught
the European proletariat to pose concretely the tasks of the
socialist revolution,

Zr:g:--m.‘ir.‘.{ra:ﬂ:g.lm Geazeta No. 2, Collected Tllarks,
Nareh 23, 1908 Vaol. 13, pp- 4716-77

THE TAYLOR SYSTEM—MAN'S ENSLAVEMENT
BY THE MACHINE

Capitalism cannot be at a standstill for a single moment.
It must forever be moving forward. Competition, which is
keenest in a period of crisis like the present, calls for the
invention of an increasing number of new devices to reduce
the cost of production. But the demination of capital con
verts all these devices into instruments for the further ex-
ploitation of the workers.

The Taylor system 14 poe of these devices.

Advocates of this system recently used the following tech-
nigues in America.

An electric lamp was attached to a worker's arm, the
worker's movements were pholographed and the movements
of the lamp studied. Cerlain movements were found to be
“superfluous” and the worker was made to aveid them, ie.,
to work more intensively, withoui losing a second for rest,

The layout of new factory buildings is planned in such
A way that not a moment will be lost in delivering materials
to the factory, in conveying them from one shop to another,
and in digpatching the finished products. The ecinema is
systematically employed for studying the work of the best
Operatives and increasing its intensity, i.¢., “speeding up” the
workers.

For example, a mechanic’s operations were filmed in the
course of a whole day. After studying the mechanic’s move-
ments the efficiency cxperts provided him with a bench high
enough to enmble him to avoid losing time in bending
S ia




down. He was given a hoy to assist him. This boy had to
hand up cach part of the machine in a definite and mos!
efficient way. Within a few days the mechanic pertormed
the work of assembling the given type of machine in one-
Jourth of the time it had taken before!

What an enormous zai

in labour produetivity! ... But
the worker's pay is not increased fourfold, but unly half
as much again, at the vel y most, and only for @ shovt period
al that. As seon as the workers get used fo the new system
their pay is cut to the former level, The capitalist obiaing
an cnormouy profit, but the workers toil four times as hard

as before and wear down their neeves and muscles Four
times as fast as before

A newly engaged worker is taken to the lactory cinema
wiicre he is shown o “model” performance of his job: the
worker 15 made to “ecatch up” with that pedformance, A
week later he is taken to the cinema again and shown pie-
tures of his own performance, which is then compared with
the “maodel”.

All these vast improvements are introduced 2o the detri-
rient of the workers, for they lead to thetr still greater
oppression and exploitation. Moreover, this vational and
efficient distribution of labour is corfined (o egch factory.

The question naturally arises: What about the distribu-
tion of labour in society as a whale? What o vast amount
of labour is wasted at present owing to disorganised
and chaotic character of capitalist production as a whole!
How much time is wasted as the raw materials pass to the
lactory through the hands of hundreds of huyers and
middlemen, while the requirements of the market are
unknown! Not only time, but the aectual products are wasted
and damaged. And what about ke waste of time and labour
in delivering the finished goods to the consumers throueh a
host of small middlemen who, toe, cannot know the LeruIre-
ments of their customers and perform not only a host of
superfluous movements, but also make a host of superfluous
purchases, journeys, and so on and so forth!

Capital organises and rationalises labour within the factory
for the purpose of inercasing the explottation of the workers

20

and increasing profit. In social production as g whole,
however, chaos continues to reign and grow, leading to crises
when the aceumulated wealth cannot find purchasers, and
millionis of workers starve because they are unable fo find
employment, T -
The Taylor system—withoul ils inifiators hul;ﬂ,f:lug' o1
wishing it—is preparing the time when the prolefariat will
; 5 1 " p » 5 . . = = o .'—.--.L
take over all social production and appoint its own workers
committees for the purposs of properly distribuling and
rationalising all social labour. Large-scale production, ma-
chinery, railways, felephone—all provide thousands of op-
7 - 1 i . P’ 2
portunities to cut by three-fourths the working time of the
organised workers and make themn four times better off than
they are today, oo
And these workers' committecs, assisted by the workers
unions, will be able to apply these principles of rational
distribution of soeizl labour when the latter iz freed from
it englavement by capital.

Pul Provdy No.-35, Collecled Tarks.
dMarch 15 1914 Vol 20, pp. 152-34
Signed: AL M.




From the Article KARL MARX

A Brief Biographical Skeich
with an Exposition of Murxism

Socialism

From the foregoing it is evident that Marx deduces the
inevitability of the Eraun.umurfr\n of capitalist society into
socialist society wholly and exclusively from the economic
lavw of *f‘e development of contemporary soc iety. The social-
isation of labour, which js ady ancing ever more rapidly in
thousands sf forms and has manifested itself very strikingly,
during the half-century since the death of Mare, in the
growth of large-scale production, _;p] list cartels, symdi-
cates and trusis, as well a3 in the giganlic increase in the
:’1ﬁ1n_J'I*aJ=I'!.: and power of finance capital, provides the prin-
cipal material foundation for the inevitable advent of social-
ism. The intellectual and moral metive force and the phys-
1cal execntor of this i‘.m‘mmnmlm i the proleta ariat, which
has been trained by capita itsell. The proletariat’s
strugale against the hmlrmralui; which finds expression in a
variely of forms ever richer in content, 1]_-:.."J.L¢~L|‘.-' bec omes
a political strugele directed towards the con: quest of political
power by the proletariat (Ythe dictatorship of the proletar-
iat”). The socialisation of p:"“-']nrl"nn cannot bui lead to
the means of production becomi ng the property of society,
fo the “expre 'JJ'lj.;tl.I.'i."‘f of the expropriators”. A tremendous
r1ge in labour prad luctivity, a shorfer working day, and the
replacement of the remmants, the ruins, of small-seale.
primitive and disunited production by collective and im-
praved labour—such are the direct consequences of this
transformation. Capitalism breaks for all time the fies he-

industry, but at the same fime,

hween  agriculture and :
new elements

through its highest development, it prepares ney i
of those tice, a union belween Lmlub_l,ly and agm.u.lt,u:r.i.m&-ru
on the conscious application of science and the concentra-
labour, and en a redistribution of the

tion of collective ) ;
(thus putting an end both to rural

human population

backwardness, isolation and barbarism, and to I:BTL*I unnatur al
concentration of vast masses of people in big cities].

Written July-November 1914

T, | - cted Tlarks.
First published in Proletarshaya Collectsd U rr:i-g

Revolutsia Noo 6-T (18-19), 1933 Val. 21, pp-




Fram REPLY TO P. KIEVSKY (Y. PYATAKOV)

A
Gapitalism in general, and imperialism in particular, turn

alidl

demoeracy into an illusian—though at the same time capi-

] e s s N . . i f
talism engenders democratic aspirations in tTﬂt BLALEEs

:t‘.f:;il-;a' democratic instifutions, ao reravates the anfaronism
between imperialism’s denial of demoe racy ..ud 151:’-111;15;:"
slrw:y' for demorracy. _.Apd Jistm and imperialism can be
overthrown r1r1 v by economic revolution. 'T'm' cannof 1'»'-
_”..‘""'L'._"'“"_"T by democratic translormations, even the mosf
ileal™. But a proletariat not schooled in the strurele L:
Jt;ml:'i_-f&lﬁ'-.-' is incapable of performing an ecomor uuml rolu
tion. Capitalism cannot be vanduished witho hing oue
{he banks, without repealing priveat JhrL:*I :.:*Li-..’l!lr ult'ﬁ' h i! { f
: sizif of the means
of production. These revolutionary medasuees,  however,
cannot be implemented withou drganising the entire
for demoeratic adniinistration of the t‘l:al"a*p ,-.;'. svades
captured from the bourgesisie, withoul enlist ne r.’f.a. -;—'|l1..r'-w-
mass of the warking people, the proletarians 3
proletarians and small peasants, for the democratic -
11].‘5;.'.1,if_;l‘_q1q of their ranks, their forces, their participation in
shate Iuiiuiro:. Imnerialist war may be said to be a Lv'i!"’--f-*
negation of demoeraey (4. every war replaces = Ly
violence; b. imperialism as such iz the neration of demoe
racy; c. imperialist war fully equates the repu blic with the
mong rcht‘,, but the awakening and erowth of socialiss revslt
arai rmperialism are tndassalulity linked with tlu arowth

of demoeratic resistance and unrest. Sacialism leads to

. . 1 | I
the withering away of every state consequently also o
ouly

cvery demoeracy, but socialism ean be implemented
phrousl the I|r.nim.~.1], of the proletariaf, which combines

violence against the bourgeoisie, i.e., the minenty of the

population, with full development of democracy, ie., thi
genpinely equal and genuinely universal participation of the
entire mass of the population in all staie allairs and in ; Al
the L‘-_ni‘-]‘..:‘l‘ prnhlu;m!: of abolishing !"Li|.*i1:"].'IS§TI-

It is in these “‘contradictions” that Kievsky, having for-
rotten the Marxist teaching on demoeracy, got himseli
confused F"gll'reaii'fn;-h speaking; the war 1.1.'-1'-' 30 oppresserd
his thin cing that he uses the agitational s “break out
of imperia 'H=~“’ to replace all thinking, _:llﬁt as the ery
“act gut of the colonies” is used to replace analysis of 1-»-‘[1&;{'.
properly %"Faki'u;‘, is tho '.=r.=au.r-f-r.=_=__”- ecanomically and 1
ically—of the civilised nations “gelting aut « of the colonies ".

The Marxist solution of the » ewocracy is for
the wrolelariat to wiilise all democral !:Jntllallu_ur‘-
aspirations in its class struggle agamst the hourgeoisic i

b,

order to pare for its overthrow and assure its nwn vie

and

Such utilisation is no easy task. To the Feonomists,
Tolstoyans, ete., it often seems an unpardonable coneession

tn " honrg anid opportunist  views, just as to Kiewskw
defenee. of 4!..1'”1"[1 sell-determination “in the epoch of
fininee capital”™ seemns an 111'1"3:31’-'1:'111:'|~|;‘ concession to
botrzecis views, Marxism teaches us that to “fight 'Ji"!H-L"Ll'-i'

by rencuncing utilisation of the ”Hlutmm instit
distorted by the hourgeoisic of the gr-_-z'.u.

o camfletely wrrender Lo opportun

ie againgt opporiunism. It is

slagan  that x.HT"r"H\ takes into aceounl both war-time

peeuliarities—the war 15 de rrmg  out and threatening {o
grow into a whole “epoch”™ of war—and the general o
' oM OppoTtuNisI W ith its

- aclivities as disti
and adaptation fo on
, civil war against the




f

[

ermocraticaily organised and democratically conducted war
of the propertyless mass against the propertied minority.
But civil war, [ike every other, must inevitably replace
rights by vielence. However. violence in the name of the
interests and rights of the majority is of a diffcrent nature:
it tramples on the “richts” of the cxploiters, the bonrgeanisie,
it is wnachicvable without demoeratic organisation of the
army and the “rear”. Civil war forcibly expropriates,
immediately and first of all, the banks, factorjes. railways,
the big estates, etc. But in order 1o expropriate all this, we
shall have to introduce election of all officials and officers
by the people, completely merge the army condueting the
war against the bourgeoisie with the masy of the popula-
ton, completely democratise administration of the food
supply, the production and distribution of food, ete, The
object of civil war is fo scize the banks, factories, etc,
destroy  all possibility of resistance by the bourgeoisie,
destroy ifs armed forces, But that aim cannof be achieved
etther in its purely military, 07 economic, oz politieal
aspects, unless we, during the war, simultanenusly introduce
and extend demacracy among owr armed forces and in oy
“tear”, We tell the masses now {and they instinctively feel
that we are right): “They are deceiving you in making you
fight for imperialist capitalism in a swar disguised by the
great slogans of democracy. You must you shall wage a
genuinely democratic war against the hourceoisie for the
achievement of senuine democracy and soctalism.” The
present war unifes and “merges” nations info coalifions
by means of violence and Bnancia) dependence. In our civil
war against the bourgeoisic, we shall unite and merge the
nations »of by the force of the vuble. ot by the force of
the truncheon, not by vielence, bul by woluntary agree-
ment and solidarity of the working people against the
exploiters. For the bhourgeaisic the proclamation of equal
rights for all nations has become a deception. For us it will
be the truth that will facilitate and accelerate the winning
over of all nations. Without elfectively organised democratie
relations  between  nations- and, consequently, without
freedom of secession—civil war of the workers and working

£ ions apal the bourgeoisie is
people generally of all nations against the bour
3 o i
tmpossible, . ‘ el s 20 VR L e
Throurh utilisation of bourgeois demor racy to s
s : ralic organisation of the prolefariat
and consistently demecratic organisation

. inst opportunism. There is
. e 1 arainst opporfunism. I'he
: nst the bourgeoisie and again : 2
against the g S, 3ent

no other path, There is no other way ouf. :‘VIr.ﬂ_r!_ iy Jost
as life itself, knows no t_‘11..|u=l|' way ﬁu_t, lnl..lhl'f' path v\'-: I:-:u;z
include free secession and free merging of 1;:;1”]1'1‘5}. -Plcﬁ-'l e
not fight shy of them, not feas that they will "defile .

“purity”’ of our economic aims.

Written Augusi-September 1916 s
hed 3 releda i Callected Tlarks,
First published in Profetarskaya Srdsisgigron

Revolutsia No. 7. 1928




TO ARTHUR SCHMID

Dear Comrade.

1|.L_ '” oL 11

1 WILHE il DWW e {T it 4
l ; el ne b amicable aerecment?
must admit that vesterdav s >
Ao yesterday paid insufficient atten-
non o gn¢ very important 1 ur f
N = s [t : 1L M Your grguments
Llf“ﬂ.r’\:lj'r. |.],.t' g that }Elf VR Lo y i Tapeet o .
Bt e pocaliarity of Switzerland Jies.
in. her o P idemras k.o [
Pl ISt 1o il v i Cr greater legree of demoeracy
e reterendum), and that this nem s 1 3!
T e ' thas this pecolianity should be made
coe O duio lor propaganda purposes. This idea 15 very
artant .’.:Tl(_f, T Ty : s Ve

Lould we nut apply

among other things,

i l_lJi.‘g.‘_L‘i-’.".i v oentrect,

il S | : .~.1|Irh_ vay that our
: S LW : manly very insienificant) shaunls

si.‘mm}ﬁ.'—.r" SR o d

I_F

x'r'-ir.u fin
f,_".]n\-':i-”! LE T i M . - &

: ‘|_ Ousness bt a dar g 41 not (1
the idea and the
question (namely,

Y : : o .
ciation of the point of wview of

slion of rennn

on the
S0
But if we put the question
way—ior the expropri; re eapil .11 5t
in industry and agrievlture, ar e oniy el
eliminating militarism, or agsainst ex i
I we put it like that, we 11

l1rer 410 :
policy the same thine thas

&
shall be saying i practical
we all recognise theoretically,

yamely, that the rrnrﬂ:pi;'.tr climination of militarism is think
Jdlc" and rcalisable only in connection with the climination
Lﬂ' {.LL|_41l.I.LLlu

Consequently there should be appro -_smtu!» the follow-
jne formulation: (1) we demand the zriiate expropria-
tion of large enterprises, perhaps in the tm'm of a
Federal property and income tax, with sueh high, revolu-
fionary-high, rales for large propertics that the capilalists
will, n fact, be exproptiated.

(2) We declare that such o socialis ansformation of
Switzerland is cconomically po \ml - already today, directly,
amd, in sEquense of ¢ unbegrald) hocost of living,
is wrye 111,'.' necessary as well, an or the political
I""L'IIE' of ‘such a fraEns mation :‘_‘1'\'-»'1'_?.1,%?4-.1-.; needs ot
which would
vely not en the bourpesisie but on the broad masses of
hired workers amd small people, and that the revolutionary

wi-i:‘?n We § lieg n.-n 4] for example, in the

1 e 1t arian
A DOUrEFcois but pri ek R

is recopnised _In.» the ;—'L._u_lm |_]L,. ision,” puUrsues exactly that

¥
purpose—to pui @ veql end in thai way to the intolerable
posifion of the masses.

(3) We declare that such a transformation of Switzer
land will guite inevitably qrouse imjtation and the most
resolute enthusiastic support on the part of the workin
class and the mass of the exploited 1n ofl cvilised countries,
and that omly in comnection with such a trapsformation
will the complete eltmination of militarism. for which we
strive; and for which abt preser 1] [:.ul.-_ by wide masses

in: Europe are instinctively thirstng 3 L SIIgL
'3
!

phrase, not an amiable 'L'a-.”&'
achicvable and politically

AVhat do you I||I‘ l af this

Do you not consider that, if the question is pul in this
way (both in practical agitation and in parliamentary
speeches and proposals for a qui.ﬂ.;;t'w'ﬂ initiative and for
a referendum), shall avioid the danger that bourgeois
and “socialist” pacifists will falsely understand and mis-
interpret our apti-militarist slogan in the sense that we




suppose it possible o compl ;

g - e to completely i B T -

vourgeois  Switierland, 'Pletely abolish militarism in

i I LTE ' 4] 3 % J e e et

iy = . ner amperielisi environment
[Eer SRR I | 5"‘|ﬂi||\'l - f e | = t
: revotution {which, of course, is nonsense
that we all uwnaninionslsy repudiate), i H IMSENEe

With I’.‘Ll.f;-' grectings,
B N. Lenin

EI oA = = 1 o T \ 3
piegeigasse 144 (bei Kammerer), Ziirich 1.
Written December 1, 1915

cent to Winterthur
(Fwitzerland)

Virst puablished jn 1981

ity Lmidn Miscellany X011 Lravected [Llorks,

Vol. 85, pp.
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LETTERS FROM AFAR®

Fifth Letter
The Tasks Invelved in the Building
of the Revolutionary Proletarian State

(Excerdt)

In the preceding letters, the immediate tasks of the
revolutionary proletarial in Russia were formulated as
follows: (1) to find the surcst road to the next stage of the
revolution, or to the second revelution, which (2) must
transfer politieal power from the government of the land
owners and capitalists (the Guchkovs, Lwvows, Milyukovs,
Kerenskys) to o government of the workers and poorest
peasants. (3) This latter govermment must be organised on
the model of the Soviets of Workers” and Peasants’ Depu-
ties, namely, (4) it must smash, completely climinate, the
old state machine, the army, the police force and bureau
cracy (officialdom), that is common to ell bourgenis slates,
and substitote for this machine (53] net only a mass organi-
sation, but a universal organisation of the entire armed
people. (6) Only such a government, of “such” a class
composition (“revolutionary-democratic dictatorship of the
proletariat and peasantry”) and such organs of government
(“proletarian militia”) will be capable of successfully car-
rying out the extremely difficult and absolutely urgent
chief task of the moment, namely: to achieve prace, not an
imperialist peace, not a deal between the imperialist powers
concerning the division of the booty by the capitalists and
their governments, bul @ really lasting and democratic
peace, which cannot be achieved without a proletarian
revolution in a number of countrics. (7) In Russia the
victory of the prolelariat can be achieved in the very nem




future only if, from the very first step, the workers are
supported by the vasi majority of ke peasants fighting for
the conliseation of (he landed ¢ #ates (and for l'.|1.-- u.[!_il:: al
mation ol all the land, if we assume likat the agrarian pro
stamme of the 1047 is still essentially the ;
sramme of the ','r‘-"r-'b!J.:.'l'.J'}"‘"I'. & 1 f..':-s‘.l'l-.'li':_'-li with sych

peasant revolution, and on its basis, the 1

agratian pro
. Vi i olefariat ean amd
must, moalliance with the poarest section of the peasantry

Fakes ireihoe S, it i
tike further steps towardy ecomirol of the production and

LY . P i1 Fomier >
siributon ol the basie products, towards the ntrodiiction
of “unive labaur service™, ete, These steps are dictat
with absalute nevitahility, b

Wi }

ed
: the conditions created by the
] w,I'_Lr:.'z i1 AT “Hnm‘ls will become still more acute
in t witr pertodl. In their eni ety and in their devel
njs.m_-uf ||'- .-’.\_llb will mark the fransition
which cannot be achicved in Russia directly, al one stroke.
without trausitional micastes, but iy quite acl icvable and
Urgently necessary as a result of such trangitional mea-
sures. (B In this conneclion, the task of immediately oroa
tising special Sovicts of Warkers' Deputies in the rural dis-
-'J.’(.!E,_i.':.F Sovicts of agricultural wage-workers sebaraie
trom the Soviets of the ofher peasant deputies, comes -iu_: the
farefront with extreme urgency.

fo socializm,

Such, brief Hy, 13 the programme we have outlined. based

LY

on an ILJIJ:hmF of the class forces in the Russian and world
revolution, and alsn on fhe caperience of 1871 and 1903

Wreitten Ma G (April 8), 17

Frzst pulslisl 1 the magarine Colisrt
Halsheil Nos, 3.4, 1924

From the FAREWELL LETTER
TO THE SWISS WORKERSW®

To the Russian proletariat has fallen the great honour
of beginning the series of revolutions which the imperialist
war has made an objective inevitability, But the idea that
the Russian proletariat is the chosen revolutionary prole-
tarint among the workers of the world is absolutely alien
to us. We know perfectly well that the proletariat of Rus-
14 is less organised, less prepared and Zess class-conscious
than the proletariat of other countries. 1t is not its special

qualitics, but rather the special eonjuncture of historical
circumstances that for ¢ certan, por rhapy very short, time
has made the |nuI:.E<L=mt of Russia the vanguard of the
revolutionary proletariat of the whole world,

Russia is a peasant country, one of the most hackward
of FEuropean countries. Socialism cannof triumph there
directly and immediarely. But the peasant character of the
country, the vast feserve of land in the hands of the nobil-
ity, may, to judge from the experience of 1905, give tremen-
f.lm 18 sweep to the bourgenis-democratic revolution in Rus-
sia and may make our revolution the prologue to the world
socialist revolution, a step foward it,

Our Party was formed and developed in the struggle for
these ideas, which have been fully confirmed by *h{: cxpe-
rience of 1905 and the spring of 1917, in the UnNCOmpromis-
ing struggle against all the ather :.dl’ilt_b': and we shall
confimie to fight for these ideas.

B—f24




In Russia, soeialism cannot triumph directly and im-
mediately, But the peasant mass con bring the mevitable
and matured agrarian upheayal to the point of confiseat
g all the immense holdings of the nobility. This has
always been our slogan and it has now again been advanced
in St. Petersburg by the Central Committee of our Party
and by Pravda, our Party’s newspaper. The proletariat will
fight for this slogan, without closing its eves to the inevi-
tability of cruel class conflicts between the agriculbural
labourers and the poorest peasants closely allied with them,
on the one hand, and the rich peasants, whose position has
been strengthened by Stolypin's agrarian “reform” (1907-
14).1 on the other. The fact should net be averdooked that
the 104 peasant deputies in the First (1906) and Second
(1907) Dumas introduced a revolutionary agrarian bill
demanding the nationalisation of all lands and their dis-
posal by local committees elected on the basts of complete
demoeracy.

Such a revelution would not, in itseil, be socialism. But
it would pive a great impetus to the world labour move-
ment. It would immensely strengthen the position of the
socialist proletariat in Russia and its influence on the agri-
cultural Iabourers and the poorest peasants. It would
cnalile the city proletariat to develop, on the strenpth of
this influence, such revolutionary organisations as the So-
viets of Workers' Deputies, to replace the old instruments
of oppression employed by bourgeois states, the army, the
police, the bureancracy: to carry out—under pressure of
the unbearably burdensome imperialist war and ifs con-
sequences—a serles of revolutionary measures to eonirol
the production and distribution of zoods.

Published in German in

the magazine Jugend-Internationale

No. 8, May 1, 1517

First published in Russian in the e
newspaper Yedinstoo Mo, 145, Wi
September 21, 1917

iected Tlorks,
il 8

23, pp. -E7I-72
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From THE TASKS OF THE PROLETARIAT
IN OUR REVOLUTION

Dreaft Plaiform for the Proletarian Party™®

Nationalisation of the Banks
amd Capitalist Syndicates

15. Under no circumstances can the party of the proletar-
1at set itself the aim of “introducing™ socialism in a country
of small peasants so long as the overwhelming majority of
the population has niot come fo realise the need for a
socialist revolution.

But only bourgeois sophists, hiding behind “near-Marx-
ist” catchwords, can dednece from this truth a justification
of the policy of postponing immediate revolutionary mea-
surcs, the time for which is fully ripe; measures which fave
been frequently restorted to during the war by a number of
bourgeois stales, and which are absolutely indispensable in
order to combat impending total economic disorganisation
and famine.

Such measures as the nationalisation of the land, of all
the banks and capitalist syndicatcs, or, at least, the im-
mediate establishment of the control of the Soviets of
Workers' Deputies, etc,, over them—measures which do
not m any way constitute the “introduction™ of socialism—
must be absolutely insisted on, and, whenever possible,
carried out in a revolutionary way. Without such measures,
which are only steps towards socialism, and which are
perfecily feasible economically, it will be impossible to heal
the wounds caused by the war and to avert the impending
collapse; and the party of the revolutionary proletariat will

3% 55




never hesitate to lay hands on the fahulous profits of the
capitalists and bankers, who are coriching them
the war in a particularly scandalous manner.

selves on

Written April 16 [(23), 1917

17
Published September 1917 s
pamphlet by Priboi Publishers
{.]’d rograd),

Signed: N, Lemin

Collectzd  Ularhs,
Vol. 24, pp. 75-74

THE SEVENTH (APRIL) ALL-RUSSIA
CONFERENCE OF THE R.S.D.L.P.(B.)Y
APRIL 24-29 (MAY 7-12), 1917

1

Prom the Report on the Current

Situation
April 24 (May 7)

What, then, are the tasks of the revolutionary proletariat?
The main law, the main error, ig all the socialists’
arguments is that this question 1s put 1n too general a form,
as the question of the transition to socialism, What we
should talk about, however, are concrele steps and mea-
sures, Some of them are ripe, and some are not. We are
now at a transition stage. Clearly, we have brought to the
fore new forms, unlike those in bourgeois states. The 5o
viets of Workers” and Soldiers’ Deputies arc a form of state
which does not exist and never did cxist in any country.
This form represents the fivst steps towards socialism and
1§ inevitable at the beginning of a seeialist society. This is
a Tact of decisive importance. The Russian revolufion has
ereated the Soviets. No bourgeois country in the world has
or can have such state institutions. Wo socialist revolution
can be operalive with any other state power than this. The
Bovicts must take power not for the purpose of bulding an
ordinary bourzeois republic; nor for the purpose of making
a direct transilion to socialism. This cannot be. What, then,
15 the purpose? The Soviets must take power in order to
make the first concrele steps fowards this fransition, steps
that can and should be made In this respect fear 1s the
worst enegmy. The masses must be urgee fo take these steps
immediately, otherwise the power of the Soviets will have
uo meaning and will give the people nothing.




I shall now attempt to answer the question as to what
conCrele measures we can suggest to the people without
rinning counter to our Marxist convictions ;

;‘-."fh}-' do we want the power to p
Workers® and Soldiers’ Deputies?

g £ i T R

Lhe irst measure the Soviets must carry out is the
nationalisation of the land, All the peoples are talking
about nationalisation. £

sure;

ass to the Soviets of

DOmE say it is ¢ itopian me:
tievertheless, everybody jf:-'_n;thﬂh itull 1];2:‘2-':%4‘1:1& 8
landownership in Russia is so aimhnlioste [F 4 i
. so complicated that the only
way out s to remove all boundary lines dividine the land
and make it the property of the state. ["r'lx'.;t[cI-m*.ri*crqtln ip
.nf land must be abolished, That is the fask :::m.f'rs.uniguij' :;
because the majority of the pegple are in favour i.':l:'l: ‘1;!
o accomplish it we need the Soviets. This mcasur;
cannot. be carried out with the help of the old Fovern.
ment officials. ; 5
I'he second measure, We eannot be for “introducing'”
socialism—this would be the heieht of absurdity, We rn:si
preach socialism. The majorily of the rJD]:-uln.iin-n. in E’Lut;'
are peasants, small farmers who can have no idea of ‘SL&-‘
cialism, E-ul: what objections can they have to a ].'-;tlu‘k-he::ng
set up i each village to enable “them to Improve .l}-:"'ﬁ“
arming? They can say nothing against it. We must J:It
over thesc practical measures fo fhe jeasants in our pro-
paganda, and make the peasants realise that !
necessary.
;IE:-NEH-I_”}L}:?I -.“T]-mi is _Ehc 51.15!:'11_:' H?'_:1_|_1iz:;;'tr.. '}"his_is a
‘e our proposal must be direct and practical:
these already fully : "
by the state, If th

they are

developed syndicates must be taken over
e soviets iolend fo assume power, it is
only for such ends. There is no other reasan why they
should do so. The :

) alternative is: either the Soviets develop
Turther, or they dic an ig imous de: i
e e e ignomimous death as in the case ol
he Parie AN Py - LT .
te Yans Lommune. I it is a bourgeois republic that is
needed, this can very well be Teft t6 the C I
: 1 d e letf to the Cadets,
I shall conclude by relerrine to a

ol e : speech which impressed
¢ most heard a coul miner deliver a remarkable
speech, Without using a single bookish word, he lold us

34

how they had made the revolution. Those miners were nol
concerned with the question as to whether or not they
should have a president. They seized the mine, and the
important question to them was how to keep the cables

intact so that production might nat be interrupted. Then
came the question of bread, which was scarce, and the

minets also agreed on the method of obtaining it. Now that

is a real programme of the revolution, not derived from
baoks. That is what I call really winning power locally,
Nowhere is the bourgeoisie so well established as in
Petrograd. Here the capitalists have the power in their
hands. But throughout the country, the peasants, without
pursuing any socialist tasks, are carrying out purely prac
tical measures, 1 think that only this programme of the
revalutionary snovement indicates the true path of the
revolution, We are for these measures being started on with
the greatest caution and circumspection. But it is only these
measures that must be carried out; we should gzo ahead in
this direction only. There is no other way out. Unless this
iz done the Boviets will he broken up and will die an igno-
minious death, But if the revolutionary proletariat should
actually win power, it will only be for the sake of going
forward., And to go forward means fo take definite steps to
get us out of the war—words alone won't do it. The com-
plete success of these steps is only possible by world revo-
Jution, if the revelution kills the war, if the workers of the
while world suppott the revalution, 'I'n'k"lng power is, there-
fore, the only practical measure and the only way out.

Firstl published 1o 1621 Collegted Torks,
in M. Lenin (V. Ulyanov), Vol, 24. pp, 241-43
tllarks, Vol. XIV, Pait 2




frosn the Resolution on the Current
Sitnation

_Opu‘ati ng as it docs in one of the most backward enun
tries of Europe amidst a vast population of small peasants,
_!.h:: proletariat of Russia canuot aim at immediatcly patting
nto elfect socialist changes. :

But it would be a grave errogr and in effect cven a com
pleie desertion to the bourgeoisie. fo infer from thig that
the working class must support the bourgeoisic, or that it
must kccp ite activities within Iimits acceplable to the potty
hourgeoisie; or that the proletariat inust remounee its [ead-
mg rele tn the matter of explaining to the peaple the
urgency of taking a numher of practical su'iw towards
socialism for which the time is now ripe.

These steps are: first, nationalisation of the land, This
measure, which does not directly go beyvond the :".11|1t-.a;'ur'7i
of the bourgeois system, would, at the same time. z
hrnr-.avy blow at private ownership of the means of produc-
Lion, q.‘rr‘_-t.] as such would strengthen the Influcnce of the
socialist proletariat over the semi-proletariat in the country-
side, - 2

=

The next steps are the establishment of state control ove
all I|'I.'llil{":'= and their amaleamation into a sinele central
I:-ml_h'; iﬁim control over the insurance agencies and bie
E‘_Ia.}I'!I'iI.]I'L:‘.‘t syndicates (for example, the Sugur Syndicate, the
ILLH:J] ‘hj:n_-'J.Fr'at{_l-. the Metal Syndicate, etc), and the eradual
introduction of a more just progressive izx an incomes and
properties. Heonomically, these measures are timely; tech-
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mically, they can he carried oul immediately; politically,
they are fikely to reccive the support of the overwhelming
majority of the peasants, who have everything to gain by

these reforms.

The Soviets of Workers', Soldiers’, Peasants’, and other
Deputies, which now cover Russia with a dense and grow-
ing network, could also introduce, parallel with the above
rieasures, universal labour conscription, for on the one
hand the character of the Soviets guarantees that all these
new reforms will be intreduced only when an overwhelm-
g majority of the people has clearly and firmly realised
the practical need for them: on the other hand, their
character guarantees that the reforms will not be sponsered
by the police and officials, but will be carried out by way
of voluptary participation of the organised and armed
masses of the proletarial and peasantry in the management
of their own affairs.

All these and other sirmilar measures can and should be
not only discussed and prepaved for enforcement on a
natinnal scale in the event of all power passing to the pro-
Ietarians and semi-proletarians, but alse implemented by
the local revolutionary vrgans of power of the whele peo-
ple when the opportunity arizes.

Great care and discretion should be excrcised in carry-
mp ont the above measures: a sohd majority of the popula-

o

tion must be won over and this majority must be clearly
C-I'rr!'-,'iﬂ(_‘.—:r:_ l'f-tl I‘h-.? I'f':“ﬂ‘_'r'}"s '[31'3(_\'.1_';!"_:]1 I}lTC‘.}}ﬂ'I'{,‘.f]'.'II’_'HR 'Fﬂ'l'l' ﬂ'l'l'f.'
particular megsure. This i the direction in which the class-
eonsrious vanguard of the workers must focns its atten-
tion and efforts, becawse it is the bomnden duty of these
workers to help the peasants find a way ont of the present

dehacle.

Supplement bo Colles tlarks,
Soldalskey el Mo, 18; Yol. 24 pp. #11:12




INEVITABLE CATASTROPHE
AND EXTRAVAGANT PROMISES

(Article One)

ITIIL mevitable debaele, the catastrophe of unprecedent-
cd dimensions that is facing us is of such importance that
we must dwell on this g on agam and apain il we are
to fully grasp its !r*‘r]’:lw"t ions. In the last issue of Praueda
we said that the frogramme of the Executive Committoe
of the Sovict of Wotkers” and Soldiers' Deputies no Tonge
differs in eny way from that of “terrible” Bolshevism 14

Today we must ||u| it out that the pm-”".-’lmm, of the
Mensheyik Minister Skobeley goes even further than Bol

s, Here s the programme, as 1‘r*-1f'r"frr'~rl in the minis-
terial paper Rech';

i 1.‘1!0. '?,"[3_:]1]5;- (Skobelev] declared that “ . the countrv’s econdmy
i on the brink of We must interves ] Gelds. of seonom
e R el 14t ‘it!‘.l:_" 1-all Iln...I:,-] economic
E HeTe 13 mo m o the Lreasory. Wee mist improve the con-
difion of the working mages, and teat we usl teke the profits
from the tilly of the busincssmen and 1 'IL" (Thaive in the andishes:
Flamia™ B sratbiboge il ;
'J'i-.r"-‘-. By ruthles Axatiare o projevty, “-lJl ed the Minister of
Labpur Skobeler. ‘Tt i3 2 method koown to the sciencs of finance, The
faxition n the prope i i 1
lll“’!\h .! peT GEr o their prohts,”
everythine) Tinfortanade
hawc :l!a-.'-n ly
lesy g |.-:-=.f:u-5:!'.-._' |-;- xH! ot Ilt- properiicd
e [urtlier .|I1| i i "'url 518 Wi _--l‘l Lo preserve

husiness, 'k" thein work without interest so

1ty \. e 4141 milreduce compulsory  labiour

the Lefg :"'| 5 n-.mlr- rz. and facinry owners, whe are
s i | = 1\ 2 i
sk mond heeanse the incentive that lformerly stimuls

them to work s now lacking.... We must force the shareholders to
submit to the state; they, foo, musl be pubject to labonr service,

We advise the workers to read and reread this programme;
to discuss it and go into the matter of its practicability.

The important thing is the conditions necessary for its
fulfilment, and the taking of immediate steps towards its
fulfilment.

This programme in itself is an excellent one and coin-
cides with the Bolshevik programme, except that in one
particular it goes even further than our programme, name-
ly, it promises ta “take the profits from the tills of the
bankers” to the extent of “one hundred per cent”

Qur Party is much more moderate, Its resolution
demands much less than this, namely, the mere establish-
ment of control over the banks amd the “eradual [just
listers, the Bolsheviks are for gradualness!] introduction of
a more just pm“l'c:-sn.rc, tax on incomes and properties”.18

Our Party is more moderate than Skobelev.

Skobelev dispenses immoderate, nay, extravagant prom-
iscs, without wnderstanding the conditions required for their
practical realiration,

That is the crux of the matter

It is impossible not only to realise Skobelev’s programme,
but even to make any serious efforts towards its realisa-
tHon, either arm in arm with ten ministers from the party of
the landowners and capitalists, or with the bureaucratic,
official-ridden machine to which the government of the
capitalists {plus a few Mensheviks and Narodniks) is per-
toree limited,

l.ess promises. Citizen Skohelev, and more practicalness.
[.ess rheforic and more under mnhru as to how to gel
down Lo business.

And get down o business we can and should immediate-
ly, without a day's delay, if we are to save the country
from an |nf;1.'i|:.ih]>* arid terrible ecatastrophe. But the whole
thing is that the “new’ Provisional Government does nof
wanl fo gel down to business: and even if it watted to, it
conld noi, for 1t 18 fettered by a thousand chains which
safeguard the interests of capital.




W o e =
MT an and should in a single day call uson the people
to get down to business; we ean and should in a single dav
lssue a decree immedialely convening: S i
A L 1 ik & = - n: s
1 _Luuzwtlr- and conventions of bank emplovees, both of
individual banks and on a national scale, to work sut
immediate practical measures for amalgamating all banks
and bankine houses into a sinele State Bank, and ezercising
Y Wy e e w = ‘-‘ & L : o
precise control over all banking operations, the results of
such control to be published forthwith:
oY T v Fay o] ST i
2) Councils and eonventions of ciuplovees of all syndi-
cates and trusts to work out measures for control and ac-
. y ’ 4 2] [t L] i %
countancy; the results of such control to be published
torthwith;
3) Tll_-. decree s_n;:ulsl grant the right of centrol not only
3 SRR 7 1 1 14 4 L i
to the Seviets of Workers’, Soldiers’ and Peasants’ Depu-
ties, but also fo councils of the workers at every large
factory. as well as to the repres i ; e
ctory. viell as fo o the representatives of every laree
political party {those parties should be regarded as: large
parties which, for cxample, on May 12 put. forward inde-
pendent lists of candidates in not less than twao Petroe-
e M LSRR S N [ ; ; i
rad districts); all ledgers and doeuments to be open to
contral;
A ! TRk 1
4) The decree should call upon all sharcholders, direc-
tors and memibers of the boards of : i : -
miher e boards ol all eonipanies to )
the faies if all shars : 13 5 10 PL‘.Hr.‘.n
the names of all sharcholders pwning stock to an amount
of not less than 10,000 (or 2000} rubles, together with a
Lo . i e - P ) . i ; :
;ll_bt of (,'m".l.'H and companies in which these persons are
mterested”; false statements (made to the controlling
bodies of the bank and other oo $) shall b
hodies ol the b.m..k and other employees) shall be punished
by confiscation of all property and by imprisonment for =
term of not less than five years;
EY T g iny :
8 I.-w_ decree should call upon the peeple to establish
immediately, through the local organs of self-rovernment
TR A j et TR T : v
universal labour scrvice, for the control and enforcement of
which a universal people's militia should be established (in
the rural districts divectly, in the cities through the workers”
agmgn oy o :
militia)

geetr Dot S| 5
Without universal labour serviee, the counley camot be
saved, From ruin; and sithout a people’s militia, universal
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labour service cannot be effected. This will be obvious o
svervone who has not reached a state of minmisterial in-
saniﬂ}' or has not had his brain turned by putiing too much
trust 1n munisterial cloguence.

very person is bownd to stand for such measures il he
reallv wishes to save tens of millions {rom ruin and disaster.

In the next article we shall deal with the question of the
gradual introductinn of a more equitable system of taxa-
tion. and also what shonld be done to advance from among
the people and gradoally place in ministerial positions
really gifted orpanisers (hoth from among the workers and
the eapitalists) who have given a good account of them-
selves in this kind of worlk.

(Article Two)

When Skobeley, with ministerial &lon. talked himself into
taking one hundred per cent of the eapitalists” profits, he
furnished us with a specimen of clapirap. This kind ol
phrase-mongering is always used in bourgeois parliamentary
republics to hoodwink the people,

But here we have something worse than mere phrase-
mongering. “If the capitalists wish lo preserve the bour-
eeois method of business, lef them work without interest,
g0 as not to lose their clients,” Skobelev said. This sounds
like & “terrible™ threat to the capitalists; but i fact, it is
an attempt (unconseious probably on the part of Skobelev,
but certainly comscious on the part of the capitalists) to
make safe the yude of almighty capital by a temporary
sacrifice of profits,

The workers are taking “too much”, say the capitalists;
let us make them respousible without giving them eithes
power or the opportunity to effectively contrel production.
Let us sacrifice our profits for a time; by “preserving the
bourgeois method of business and not losing our clients”,
we shall hasten the collapse ol this transitory stage in
mdustry, we shall disorganise it in every possible way and
lay the blame on the werkers.




That such iy the plan of the capitalists is proved by the
tacts. The colliery owners in the South are actually diso
ganising production, are “deltberately neglecting and disor-
garising it” (see Novaye Zhiza for Mav 16 repurting state-
ments made by a workers' delegation'?). The plcture is clear
Rech is lying brazenly when it puts the blame on the workers
The colliery owners are “deliberately disorganising produc
tion”; and Skobelev sings his song: “If the capitalists wish
to preserve the bourgeois method of husiness, let them work
without interest.”” The position is clear.

It is to the advantese of the capitalists and the bureau-
crats to make “extravagant promises’ diverting people’s
altention away from the main thing. namely. the transfer
of real canitrol to the warkers,

The workers must sweep aside all ";1i;;-'h—;mmu?mg phrases,
promises, declarations, project=mongering by hurcaucrats
i the ecentre, who are ever ready to draw up spectacular
plans, rules, regulations, and standards, Down with all this
lyingl Down with all this hullabaloo of bureaueratic and
buurgeois project mongering which has everywhere ended
in smoke! Down with this habit of shelving things! The
workers must demand the immediare establishment o
genuing control, to be exercised by the workers tiemselves,

That is the most impartant condition of SUCCCSS, success
in averting catastrophe, If that is lacking, ail else is sheer
deception. If we have it, we need not be in a hurry to “take
one hundred per cent of the profits”. We can and should
be more moderate; we should gradually infroduce 3 mere
equitable system of taxation: we shall differentiate between
the small and large sharcholders; we shall take very litile
from the former, and a great deal (but »of necessarily all)
from the latter only. The number of large sharcholders is
msignificant; but the role they play, like the wealth they
posses, is tremendous. It may safely be said that if one
were Lo draw up a list of the fize or even three thousand
(or perhaps even one thousand) of Russia’s wealthiest e,
or if one were to trace (by means of control exercised from
below, by bank, syndicate, and other cmplovees) all the
threads and fies of their finance apital, their banking

e Li]
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«cfions, there would be revealed the whole complexus
i of wealth amassed

¢ canitalist domination, the vgst body :
f s o o 1l the essential roots

1- ‘i‘\.p' 3 Ll 1E |1|'|'J'I|. ﬂt \ll_ll‘\_'.f‘l.,
a .Ell. crse U |- i X ;
Ili G ”“lll Y EI h‘L SOCh '.?l'..p\'..||'-': Lo -ax ri (115tr |i uton | {

1
AN ; triol that must be handed over fo the workers,
[+ ig this control that must be handed over |

i us, these root at the interests of capital
It is this complexus, these roots, that

; b -riannles Bether foraan LoF
require to be concealed from the people. Belter rorege

a time “all” our profits. or minety-nine peT E.T:-”T,jii{_‘:i
jncome, than disclose o the people these Tools r_usl.n_l.i_ ,-"~—--m.~
thus reason the capitalist class and ils unconscious servant,
the povernment official, : S AR
Under no circumstances shall we 1(.111L51u1>.; e ight;. o
demand that this citadel of finance capital *”Ead.]f?‘?ffh.,}q
the people, that it be placed under w-;n:nl;kcxf: _ :.'.14{.}1;:;11” du;
reasons the class-conscious \.-.i;)ilii:_t‘. A_. es fl-;\ E{ ;s .',r':i,,‘.-'tm;,
will prove the correciness of this reasoning "'ﬂ",l s
sses of the poor, tn-a growing majority of the peop e to
B { sincere peaple who arc honestly secking
a growing ﬁﬁmligr L;J. sincere prople felg 1 y
g way to avert disaster. .
3 “lrl?utt:lj:térll of finance capital has Lo be taken if J'IﬁLl_i]b':
phrases and projects lfor aﬂfe.rhn:w‘:]{ isaster arc IJJE to __r.n\::nu:;
sheer deception. As far as individusal ‘:‘;r:_.u—...la.|f~.1..1 I,g-‘ -\:i—,-lg
most of the capitalists, are concerned, the proletariaf ak
“gaking their last shirt [rom them” (as

no intention of : g HEm A
| himselF and his friends), has no

" - o o L1
Shulgin has been “scaring “hims MRSt
intention of taking “evervihing” from them. On the contrary,
PUSHLON B ARG ' purable jobs—under
it intends to put them on ugeiul and honourable jobs—u
} ; TR
the contreol of the workers. ) " b
The most nseful and indispensable job for ||If; p--uplrr' at
. d 2 " ”r L = et f Y o 1- DI LI:PJ“lrr."i"'r:J_
this mament of impending l.;li.J?N.“{lDI]t is tha : .!-.l A
i f proletar ‘ranisation—that 15 eur sloga
tior, Marvels of proletarian organisatiy v
S : ; ; mand doubly
now, and will become our slogan .1|:f’t_.uu! rim._.nlu_ « u y
s"u when the proletariat is in power. Without the organisa
¥ - i k . L .- .\.- 3 , TR L ':.\ "":. 'l to
tion of the masses it will be absolutely |;uph.=5|i|1.._ £ ther t
e : R O
introduce universal labour zervice, which is ﬂl.hU_J{_l. y k]»%v.-L
tial. or establish any at all serious conirol over the banks
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and syndicates and over the production and distr
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That is why it is necessary to begin, and begin

_ That necess: immedi-
ately, with a workers' militia, in order +h

) : al we may procecd
it 'i;f!:r'd..!l}', but firmly and intellieently to the crea Ilr:’_l ;CJ:T?'L:
peopie s militia; and the replacement of the police arid i-||;'
standing army by the universally armed peaple. That
why it is necessary to advance talenied opean “fion

ta organisers from
- A% S : L-I'b £l
among afl secti

5 ons ol society, frum among all classes, not
excepiing the captalists, who af present have more u,’: the
required. expericuce. There are many such talents amons
the peaple. Such forees lie dormant among the 'Iﬁ'd::'d“'\tr‘j‘;.-:
and the proletariat for lack of aﬂplic.’-"i.inrut. T;'-w.vl ;umE lil';;
advanced from below in the course of practical work -Cl'l:"-
as |_]lf2 elficient elimination of queuss 1 a u"ﬁ:{-ﬁ IMLI
skilful organisation of hguse comitttecs, fi;l'll;'l.t"‘*['-l_. sm-::--j;i-sﬂ
and model farms, Proper management of fa.r;gmits *A"U
kd:ii L_-;s:-;lmh?m.ll_u'i-"cr by the workers, and o on and .;n
101l When these have been advanced from below in the
comse of practical work, and their abilitics tested in m"ﬂ*{‘—
fice, they should all be promoted to “ministers” o
i-”']- senge of _Jir.-: term, not in the sense of givine them port-
flﬂlir.l'%i_. but ‘b}' appointing them nalional instructors, travel-
ung ergamsers, assistants in the business of Eﬁl;il_ﬁijshif;”
_e".,-r?r_r:f.'.‘_ss-'r::’ the strictest order,. the preatest cconamy -rhu
liuman labour, the striclest comradely dis il
That 15 what the party of the prolet '
i people as the means of averting

—nit i the

fanat must preach lo
disaster. That is what
part m those localities
where it is g is what it must earre out
motull when it assumes state pawer, )

£
i must start careyving out now in
Where it is gaining power. That
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RESOLUTION ON MEASURES TG COPE
WITH ECONOMIC DISORGANISATION'

1. The compleie disruption of Russia's economic life has
now reached a peoint where catastrophe is unavoidable, a
catastrophe of such appalling dimensions that a number
of cssential industries will be brought to a standstill, the
{urmer will be prevented from conducting farming on the
necessary scale, and railway traffic will be interrupted with
el I:O],]ﬁﬁ_:ti[,ll;_lll Si(_']':l;’ilgl.'. !,'lil ‘%I'il'lll'l l.]:l‘];"."-.'l']f.'s ko lgll-" 1ﬂflll"1tr.|.ﬁ!
population and the cities, involving millions of people.
What is more, the break-down has already started, and has
affccted warious industries. Only by the greatest exertion
of all the nationt’s forces and the adoption of a number of
immediate revolutionary measures, both in the local areas
and at the eentre of government, can this debacle be ef-
fectively coped with.

2. Neither by bureaucratic methods, i.e., the setting up of

tilutions o which the capitalists and officials prepon-
derate, nor by preserving the profits of the capitalists, their
supreme rule in industry. their supremacy over fnance
capital, and their commercial secrets as regards their bank-
ing, commercial, and industrial transactions, can the disas-
ter be averted. This has been amply proved by the partial
effects of the erisis as revealed in a number of industries.

3. The only way to averl disaster is to establish effectual
workers” contral over the production and distribution of
goods. For the purpomse of such conirol it is necessary, [irst
of all, that the workers should have a majority of not less
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than three-fourths of all the votes in all the decisive inst.
tutions and that the owners who have not withdrawn B
their business and the engineering stalfs should be enlisted
withont fail; secondly, that .-;Im'p committees, the central
and local Soviets of Workers, Soldiers’ and Peasants'
Deputies, as well as the trade unions, should have the right
to participate in this control, that all commercial and bank
books be open to their inspection, and that the manage
ment supply them with all the necessary J'.nl’urrmnizn:
third, that a similar right should be granted to representa-
lives Df.E“ the major democratic and socialist parties.

4. l‘r“v'u;:rlwrs' control, which the capitalists in a number of
cunﬂmt cases have already accepted, should, by means of
vatious well-considered measures introduced gradually but
without any delay, be developed into full rezulation of the
production and distribution of roods by the workers.

5. Workers' control :shrmld-:;inlllm.'i}-' be extended to all
Tl{lﬂ.ﬂ(_‘]’ﬂ] and banking operations with the aim of discover-
ing the frue financial state of affairs: such control to be
parhicipated in by councils and conventions of bank, syn-
dicate and other employees, which are to be oreanised
forthwith. 3

6. To save the couniry from disaster the workers and
peasants must first of all be inspired with absolute and
postuve assurance, conveyed by deeds and not by words.
that the governing bodies buth in the local arcas and at
the centre will not hesitate to hand over to the people the
hull:_ of Il_*tzc profits, incomes, and property of the preat
banking, financial, commercial. and industeial magnates of
capitalist economy. Unless this measure is carried out. it
i futile to demand or expect real revelulionary measures
or any real revolutionary effort on the part of the warkers
and peasants.

7. In view of the break-down of the whole financial and
monetary system and  the impossibility of rechabilitating it
l"r'F.’.lll.: the war is on, the aim of the state organisation
should be to organise on a broad, regional, and subse-
quently country-wide, scale the exchunge of agricyltural
implements, clothes, boots and other goods for k,f;r:tin and

i
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other farm products. The services of the town and rural
co-operative societies should be widely enlisted.

8. Only when (hese measures have been carried out will
3t be possible and necessary to introduce general and com-
ulsory labour service. This measure, in turn, calls for the
establishment of a workers” militia; In which the workers
are to serve without pay after their regular eight-hour day;
this to be followed by the introduction ol a nation-wide
people’s militia i which the workers and other employees
shall be paid by the capitalists. Only such a workers’ mili-
fiz and the people’s militia that will grow out of it could
and should introduce umiversal compulsory labour service,
mpt by bureauscratic means and in the interests of the
capitalists, but to save the couniry from the impending
debacle. Only such a militia could and should introduce
real revolutionary discipline and get the whole people to
make that supreme ellort necessary for averting disaster.
Only universal compulsory labour service is capable of
ensuring the maximum ecconemy in the expenditurc of
labour-power.

9. Among the measurcs aimed at saving the country from
disaster, one of the most important tasks is that of engag-
g a large labour force in the production of coal and raw
materials, and for work in the transport services, WNo less
important is it that the workers employed in producing
ammunition should be gradually switched over to produc-
g goods necessary for the country’s economic rehabilita-

o
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tom.

18, The systematic and effective implementation of all
these measures is possible only if all the power in the state
passes to the proletarians and semi-proletarians.

Sotsial-Domokral Wo, 64, May 25 Coallected Torks,
[June 73, 1917 VYul. 24, pp. 513-15




SPEECH MADE AT THE FIRST PETROGRAD
CONFERENCE OF SHOP COMMITTEESY
MAY 31 (JUNE 13), 1917

Brief Newspaper Report

~ Comrade Avilov’s resolution shows 2, complete disregard
tor the class stand. B. V. Avilov would seem to have made
up his mind in this resolution to collect tosether and con-
centrate all the faulls common to all the resolutions of the
petty-hourgeois parties.

1:\_'\,-&[{11-"5 resolution starts with the postulate, by now in-
disputable to any socialist, that capitalism’s robber econ
oy has reduced Russia fo complete economic and indis-
trial ruin, but then goes on to propose the hazy formula
of control of industry by “the state authorities™ with the
ca-operation of the broad democratic mass.

Everybody nowadays is having a good deal to say about
contral, Even people who used to scream “murder at the
very mention of the word “control now admit that control
15 necessary,

By using the term “control” in the abstract. however they
want to reduce the idea of control to naught. sy
~ The coalition government, which “socialists” have now
joined, has done nothing vet in the way of putting this
control into effect, and therefore it is l'.lLLiIEI.: unr!e:rsizn:?d;llslt
that the shop commiltees are demanding real wr;rkm'n"
contrel, and not control on paper. i} K|

‘[n dealing with the idea of control and the question of
when and by whom this control is to be effected. one must
not for a single moment forget the class character of the
modern state, which is merely an organisation of class rule,
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A similar class analysis should be applied te the concept
Srevolutionary democracy”, and this analysis should be
Liased on the actual balance of social forces.

Avilov's resolution starts with a promise o give every-
thing, but ends, in effect, with a propoesilion Lo leave every-
thing as it was. There is not a shadow of revelutionism in
the whole resolution.

In revolutionary times of all times it Is necessary accu-
rately io analyse the question as to the very essence of the
state, as to whose mterests it shall protect, and as to how
it should be constructed in order eflcctively to protect the
interests of the working people. In Avilov’s resolution this
has not been dealt with at all.

Why is it that our new coalition government, which “so-
cialists” have now joined, has not carried out control in
the course of three months, and, what is mere, in the
conflict between the eolliery wowners and the workers of
Southern Russia, the government has openly sided with the
capitalists?

For control over industry to be ellectively carried out
it must be a workers’ condrol with a workers” majonity 1o
all the leading bodies, and the management must give an
account of its actions to all the authoritative workers’
organisations.

Comrades, workers, sece that you get real control, ndt
fickitious control, and reject in the most resolute manner
all resolutions and proposals for establishing such a ficti
tious control existing only on paper.

Fraoda Mo, 72, Collected Tllorhs.
June 16 (3], 1917 Yol. 24 pp. 556-57
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ECONOMIC DISLOCATION AND THE
PROLETARIAT'S STRUGGLE AGAINST IT

“‘:c are publishing in this issue the resolution on eco-
nomic measures for combating dislocation, passed by the
Conference of Factory Committees.*

\ The main idea of the resolution is to indicate the condi-
tions for actual control over the capitalists and production
in contrast to the empty phrases about control used by the
Iauuj:genis’-c and the petty-bourgeois officials, The bour-
geoisie are lying when they allege that the systematic
measures !‘FII.:E.H.}_!:,-' the state to ensure threefold or even
tentold profits for the capitalists are “contrel”. The petty
I[Jnu!‘{;‘{-.ﬁ"r%'tt', partly out of naiveté, partly out of economic
interest, trust the capitalists and the capitalist state, and
content themselves with the most meaningless bureaucratic
projects for control. The resolution passed by the workers
lays special emphasis on the all-important thing, that is,
on what is to be done 1) to prevent the actual “preserva-
tion” of capitalist profits; 2) to tear off the veil of com-
mercial secrecy

3) to give the workers a majority in the
control agencies: 4) to ensurc that the organisation (of
control and direction), being “nation-wide” m‘s:.’-:nfﬁali:\n;.
is directed by the Soviets of Waorkers', Soldiers’ and Peas-
ants’ Deputics and not by the capitalists.

Without this, all talk of conirel and rezulation is either
sheer bunkum or even outright deception of the people.

¢ See p. 49-51 of this hook—Ed.

Now it is against this truth, as plain as can be to every

politically-conscious and ‘thinking worker, that the leaders

of onr pettv bourgeocisie, the Marodniks and Mensheviks
([zvestia,® Rabochaya Gazeta®'), are up in arms. Unfortu-
nately, those who write for Novaye Zhwn, and who have
repeatedly wavered between us and them, have this time
sunk to the same level.

Comrarles Avilov and Bazarov iry to cover up their descent
into the swamp of petty-bourgeois credulity, compromise, and
bureaucratic project-making by Marxist-sounding arguments.
Let us look into these arguments.

We Pravda people are said to be deviating from Marzism
to syndicalism just because we defend the resolution of the
Organising Burcau {approved by the Conference). Shame
on vou, Comrades Avilov and Bazarov! Buch carelessness
(or such trickery) is fit only for Rech and Yedinstvo™! We
suprest nothing lile the ridieulous tramsfeér of the railways
to the railwaymen, or the tanneries to the tanners. What
we do suggest is workers’ contrel, which should develop
into complete regulation of production and distribution by
the workers, into ‘nation-wide organisation” of the ex-
change of grain for manufactured goods, ctc. (with “exten-
sive use of urban and rural co-operatives”). What we
suggest is “the transfer of all statc power to the Soviets of
Workers', Soldiers’ and Peasants’ Deputies™.

Only people who had not read the resolution right through,
or who cannot read at all, could, with clear conscience, find
any syndicalism in it.

And only pedants. who understand Mardsm as Struve
and all liberal bureaucrats “understood” it, ean assert that
“skipping state capitalisin i3 utopian” and that “m our
country, ton, the very type of regulation should refain its
state-capitalist character™.

Take the Sugar Syndicate or the state railways in Russia
or the oil barons, ete. What is that but state capitalism?
How can you “skip” what already extsts?

The point is that people who have turned Marxism inte
a kind of stiffly bourgeois decirine evade the specific issues
posed by realily, which in Russia has in practice produced
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a combination of the svndicates in industry and the small-
peasant farms in the countryside. They evade these specific
issues by advancing pseudo-intellectual, and in Fact utterly
meaningless, arguments. about a “permanent revolution”,
about “introducing™ socialism, and other nonsense,

Let us gel down to business! Let us have fewer excuses
and keep closer to practical matters! Are the profits made
from war supplies, profits amounting to 500 per cent or
more; to be left intact? Yes or no® Is commercial secrecy
to be left intact? Yes or ne? Are the workers to be enabled
to exercise control? Yes or no?

Comrades Avilov and Bazarov give no answer to these
practical questions. By using “Struvean” arsuments sound-
ing “near-Marxist”. they unwittingly stoop to the level of
accomplices of the bourgeoisic, The hourgenisie want noth-
ing better than to answer the people’s queries about the
scandalous profits of the war supplies deliverers, and about
economic dislocation, with “learned” arguments about the
“utopian” character of socialism.

These arguments are ridiculously stupid, for what makes
socialism objectively impossible is the rmall-scale ceonemy
which we by no means presume to cxpropriate, or even to
regulate or control.

What we are trying to make something real instcad of
a blefl i3 the “state repulation™ of which the Mensheviks.
the Narodniks and all bureaucrals [who have carried Com-
rades Avilov and Bazarov with them) talk in order to
dismiss the matter, making projects to rarfeguard capitalist
profits and orating to preserve commercial secrecy. This is
the point, worthy near-Marxists, and not the “introduction”
of socialism!

Not regulation of and contrel over the warkers by the
capitalist class, but wice versa, This is the point. Not con-
fidence in the “state”, fit for a Louis Blane, but demand
for a state led by the proletarians and sem; proletariaris—
that is how we must combat economic dislocation, Any other
solution is sheer bunkum and deception
Pravds No: 75, Coltecied Tlorks,
June 17 {4}, 1917 Vol. 25, pp. 4445

oG

HOW THE CAPITALISTS CONCEAL THEIR PROFITS

Concerning the [ssue of Centrol

How much they talk about control! And how little it all
means. How they dodue the issue by resorting to gencral
phrases, grandiloquent turns of speech, and solemn

“projects” doomed for ever to remain projects only. _

Now the issune is that unless commercial and bank
secrecy is abolished, and unless a law is immediately passed
maldng the hooks of commercial firms open to _thct L'rLLE:]L:
unions, all phrases on control and all projects for it will
be so much meaningless verbiage.

Here is a small but instructive illustration. A comrade
who is a bank employee hus sent us the tollowing informa-
tion showing how profits are concealed in official reports.

On May 7, 1917, Uestnik Finansov™ No. 18 l}Li!}iiﬁ]WE:E'!-u
report of the Petrograd Loan and Discount Bank. rlim
report gives the bank’s net profit as 18,000,000 rubles n_thc
¢xact figure is 12,960,000: we shall use round numbers in
the texl and give exact figures in parentheses). 1

On closer scrutiny, a well-informed person will sce at
once that that is not the whole profit at all and that a
considerable patt of the profit is cleverly c'n;|1"=r:.-.'—:==.1[1er] 11!1(1?‘3!"
other items, so that no “tax’, “compulsory loan” and, in
general. no fnancial measure will ever bring it out unless
commercial and bank secrecy is completely abolished. In-
degd. the amount of 5500,000 rubles is given as TEserve
capital, Profits are quite often entered for ifr}ﬂcca_lm_unt as
so-called reserves. or reserve capital. If T am a millionaire
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who has made a profit of 17,000,000 rubles and wants +

reserve 5,000,000, 1 only have to enter this 5,000,000

the wvarious laws on “state control”, “state taxation of
profits” and so on.

Again, the report indicates slightly less than 1,000,000
rubles (825,000) as money made in interest and commis.
sions. “The question is,” writes the bank employee, “what
arc the sums that generally comstitute the bank's profit,
since the money made in interest is not listed under
profitsT#”

Moreover, the sum of 300,000 rubles, [isted ay remaining
profit made in previous years, ir mol included in the total
profits! Together, then. with the foregoing item, we have
more than another sweet million in profit hidden away.,
Similarly, the sum of 224,000 rubles of "unpaid dividends
to shareholders™ s missing in the total profit, althoeugh
everyone knows that dividends are paid out of net profits.

Furthermore, the report lists the sum of 3.800.000 rubles
as “carry-overs”. “Whoever has not taken a ditect pact 1o
the business will find it hard to establish what these carry-
overs are,” the comrade writes. “One thing is certain: in
preparing a report, one can easily conceal a part of the
profit by listing it under ‘carry-overs’ and then transfer-
ring if to “where it belongs’.”

To sum op. The profit has been listed as 13,000,000
rubles, but, in point of fact, it must be somewhere between
19 and 24 million, er almost 80 per cent profit en a basic
capital of 30 million,

Isn’t it obvious that the rovernment's threats to the capi-
talists, the government’s promises to the workers, the £ov-
ernment’s Bills and laws aimed at taldng 90 per cent of
the profits of the hig capitalists are useless. absolutely use-
less, as long as there is commercial and bank seerecy?

Fravde No. 04, Collecied Tlorks,

Tuly 12 (June 28), 1917 Vol. 25, pp. 140-41

Iescrve 5_-:t[_1i7'_:-.t'[‘1 to do the trick! In this way | IIUEIRE_’ all

From THE IMPENDING CA.T;&STRDPHE
AND HOW TO COMBAT IT#

Famine [s Approaching

Unavoidable catastrophe is threatening H'nss]a._ '.f h ¢ rail
ways are incredibly disorganised and the EtlﬁOj‘ﬂ'ﬂnl‘:ﬁflJ.‘illr‘rE;:}:f‘:
p‘._'nlc,frcssi:]i{. The railways will comie to a 'ﬁt.nﬂds_tju'l s e
delivery of raw materials and coal to the fa:’.‘fm:ms will cease.
The delivery of grain will cease, Thc FILpnuh‘ﬂs are f]l‘.]ll?:
erately and onremittingly :,-;ft:.-_.uta,gu.Jg l:rlmhagr.npl;? stuppm?.
disrupting, hampering) production, hoping t'.:l:u &n 1!r1p:ar? :1
leled catastrophe will mean the collapse of the n:pl'.lhllrf a.-._u.t
democracy, and of the Soviets and proletarian and peasan
associations generally, thus f';:cil;.i:at.'[r*_!gr the return to i m;}na-.ﬂ
chy and the restoration of the unlimited power of the bour-
e and the landowners. ) U s
The danger of a great catastrophe and of fa.rr}m{:_ J*.:
imminent, All the newspapers have written f.LL"'.'lllt this h.ﬂ?{‘
and again. A tremendous number of rear_ﬂ.uLn:-n;_ ha‘_.’c I.buL_rJ
eu]l_:lll.t.;:": by the parties and by the Sfm'.lcla of .'\:‘-,fm :\:&r«.{,
Soldiers’ snd Peasants Ijl".l"LLﬁI.,'S—H.‘.*i(il{klt{i.ﬂ':.‘i 1.\,-'!':.1:'?1_ z-.ullur
that a catastrophe is unaveidable, that it 18 very close, that

. at i at “heroic
extreme measures are necessary to combat if, |h._1L. her _u-:l“
cfforts” by the people ar¢ necessary to avert ruin, an
50 O ; : R

Everybody says this, Evervbody admits it. Everybody has
decided it 14 50,

Y et nothing 15 ]_n.-rhg _f!r:-w:w. e

Six inonths of revolution have clapsed.
is even cleser. Unemployment has assumec

2 n

21
The catastrophe
1 2 mass scale.
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To think that there is a shortage of goods in the country, the
country 1s perishing from gz shortage of food and labour,
although there is a sufficient quantity of grain and raw
materials, and vet in such g country, at so critical a moment.
there i3 mmass unemployment! What bhetter evidence is
needed to show that after six months of revalution (which
some call a great vevolution, but which so far it would
perhaps be fairer to call a rotten revolution), in a
democratic republic, with an abundance of unions, Orrans
and institutions which proudly call themselves “revolution-
ary-democratic”, absolutely nothing of any importance has
actually been done to avert catastrophe, to avert famine?
We are nearing ruin with inereasing speed. The war will
not wait and is causing increasing dislocation in every sphere
of national life.

Yt the slightest attention and thought will suffice to
salisly anyone that the ways of combating catastrophe and
famine are available, that the measures required to combat
them are quite elear, simple, perfectly [easible, and Tully
within reach of the people’s forees, and that these measnres
are not being adopted only because, exclusively because,
their realisation would affect the tabulous profits of a hand-
tul of landowners and ca pitalists,

And, indeed, it is safe to say that every single speech,
every single article in g acwspaper of any trend, every
single resolution passed hy any meeting or institution quite
clearly and explicitly recagnises the chief and principal
measure of combating, of averting, catastrophe and Famine.
This measure is control, supervision, accounting, regula-
tion by the state, iniroduction of z proper distribution of
labour-power in the produciion and distribution of goods,
hushanding of the people’s tarces, the elimination of all
wasteful effort, cconomy of effort. Contral, supervision and
accounting are the prime requisites for combaling ecatas-
trophe and famine. This is indisputable and universally
recognised, And it is just what {5 nat being done from fear
of encroaching on the supremacy of the landowners and
capitalists, on their jimmense, fantastic and  scandalous
profits, profits derived from high prices and war contraets

il

(and. directly or indirectly, nearly evervbody is now work-
g"- for the war) profits about which everybody knows
15 i L Wolk b I . 15 pa] £ g
and which everybody sees, and over which everybody i
sighing and groaning. \ ‘ o L,
‘And absolutely nothing is being done to introduce hh]..]
sontyol, accounting and supervision hy the state as would
ke Ay b o 1
be in the least effective. .. .

Control Measores Are Known o All
and Fasv to Take

One may ask: aren't methods and measures Ent 5cwl‘ rul
extremely complex, difficult, untried .13”‘] even un mrj.vn“,
Isn’t the delay due to the fact that alr;—*_:m'_qh ‘-..hr' Sl'?ﬂ.fjl.:‘.sfr‘:lf__.Jl
of the Cadet Party, the merchant m';i] 1uduslr'1.ztj L'.l_..,lh‘::: dfm,.
the Menshevik and Socialist-Revolutionary parties h“:f‘ IL?L
gix months been toiling in the sweat of their !le'uw, ;l]:k-flf"_h lf
cating, studying and discovering measures and ”wt;:l_n ﬁ.t
Ergntrﬁj, still the problem iz ineredibly difficult and has no
et been solved?
‘}‘cj_ﬁ:.’j-ll1|1:stely, this is how they are trying to Erusunt I'n-]ﬂtd
ters to hoodwink the ignorant, ﬂ.htc;ute_; and downtrods c‘:r{
muzhiks and the Simple Simons who believe cl-'er‘}'th‘.ll_;fllanf:
never look into things. In reality, however, L"t"CI[l lsld.l:lﬁit..
even the “old regime”, when it lf:'t up the W ar n.]l‘.:g_;
tries Commitiees, knew the prmcipal measure, the L!‘I{.
method and way to introduce i_'u_._'n.[rir-], namely, h}: fum' JIT.:'%'
the l_lUJ.]lIEHEiiJI'I according fo ]_'J.I't".l?{‘."s.%!fll'l. p'lll‘_]“ﬂ'l_ﬁf’._ 1 W’I_Ui[l'ir-;
bratuch of labour, etc. But tsarism feared ||Ic"r 1||11|J-_t1 0 i
population and therefore did its best to T-E'h'f.'ll'u"_t'. al.i:sr? a[1 L:it.‘
cially hinder [‘jiﬁ _f_;,'q_‘.1’1(‘.1‘.’-]||_‘_i." kflwm;'n: very easy and guite

ical method and way of control.

Pr?;f]t{cj}]u'l:"tzli_fz'e:'ent rrrfu'r!‘rriu.-%. mffm'_iﬂ;: as they u:r_'u_lfifa_n
the extreme burdens and hardships of the war, smi‘:l.mj_.l-—l
in one degrec or another—irom €CONOINIC (;llé'l:lt’h] :LIH-E
famine, have long ago outlined, determined, fl':l}l_lLl-;t( ‘:1‘mt
tested a whole series of control measures, whic c.c‘:-nflf
almost invariably in uniting the population and in sctting
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(2) Nationalisation of the syndicates, i.c., the largest,

up or encouraging uniong of various kinds, in which state
monopolistic capitalist assuciations (sugar, eil, coal, iron and

tepreseniatives participate, which are under the supery
: + S e R s L C
sion of the state, ete, All these measures of control are

stecl, and other syndicates).

known t | ch has b il 1 i ' i
L to all, much has been said and writien about them,

and l”JE laws passed by the advanced belligerent pOWELs
relating to contrel have been translited int ¢
cxpounded in detail in the Russian press.

I our state really wanted to exercise control in @ busi-
ness-like and earnest fashion, il its institutions FI:;;(' -]'-'Ii
cond_ftlmn-;-i themselves to “‘complete inactivity” by fh{-*."ll'
servility to the capitalists, all the state would have to (lltu
would be to draw freely on the rich store of control T-H'.;r-'
sures which are already known and have been used il-L i".l."
past. Ihe only ohstacle to this—an cbstacle concealed A
tne eyes of the people by the Cadets, f:'rﬁfisIixl-'lrhl,-\:-uh:'ril:l‘]—
arics aryed I‘:-ICHS}I':'.‘.'”L‘:—WUS; and still is, {hat control wm:f]-'l
bring to light the fabulous profits of the capitalists and

into Russian or

wnuld cut the ground from under these profits,
Ir:rl explain this most mmportant question more elearly (a
question which is essentially equivalent to that of the pro-
gramme of any truly revolutionary govermment that would
wish to save Russia from war and tamine), let us encmer-
ale these principal measures of coitrol and (“ialmiﬂ s 4 o
of them, w2t e
4 "»"\r & shall Ee?‘ that ;:;Il a government would have had to do,
1e name ol revolutionary-demecratic Foverns Ver
not merely a joke, would Imyw: been to :co:hnj_?cirit :EIF
first week of ity existence, the on ui'.?ti'u: ]_arinci;a}l
measures of control, to provide for strict and sc'-«.-:;ré:
punishment to be meted out to capitalists who fraudulently
cvaded confrol, and to call upon the pop! lation itself
to exercise supervision over the capitalists and see to it
that ”Ii"{-' scrupulously observed the regulations on con-
trol—and control would have heen introduced in Russia long
ago,
These principal measures are:
(1) .-"L;;]IuLL-::Jr:‘:mEu}w of all banks into & single bank. and
fﬁiihrlm:lﬂ over its operations, or nationalisation of the
el 3,

s

(8) Abolition of comumercial secrecy.

l:lﬂ Compulsory syndication (i.e., compulsory amalgama-
fon into associations) of industrialists, merchants and em-
ployers generally.

(5) Compulsory organisation of the population into con-

1

sumers’ socictics, or encouragement of such erganisation, an
the exercise of contral over it.

Eet us see what the significance of each ol these mca-
sares would be if carried out in a revolutionary-democratic

way.
Nationalisation of the BDanks
The banks, as we know, are centres of modern économic

life, the principal nerve cemires of the whole capitalist
; B
gulating econonuc life

gconomic systern. Lo talk about ™%
and yet evade the question of the nationalisation of the
banks mcans either betraying the most profound ignorance
or decelving the “common people” by florid words and
grandilogquent promises with the dehiberate mtention of not
fulfilling these promises.

It is absurd to control and regulale deliveries of grain,
or the production and distribution of goods generally, with-
out controlling and regulating bank operations. It is like
trying to snatch at odd kopeks and elosing one’s eyes fo
milliens of rubles. Banks nowadays are so closely and inh-
mately bound up with trade (in grain and everything else]
and with industry that without “laying hands” on the banks
nothing of any value, nothing “revolutionary-democratic”,
can be accomplished.

But perhaps for the state to “lay hands” on the banks
is a very difficult and cemplicated operation? They usually
try to scare philistines with this very idea—thal is, the
capitalists and their defenders try it, because it is to their
advantage to do so.
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In reality, however, nationalisation of the hanks, which
would not deprive any “owner” of a single kopek, presents
absolutely no technical or cultural difficulties, and js being
delayed exclusively because of the vile greed of an insignif-
icant handful of rich people. If nationalisation of the banks
1s a0 otten confused with the confiscation of private prop-
erty, it is the bourgeois press, which has an interest i
deceiving the public, that is to blame for this widespread
confusion.

The ownership of the capital wielded by and concentrated
in the banks is certified by printed and written certificates
called shares, honds, hills, receipts, ete. Not a single one ol
these certificates would he invalidated or altered if the
banks were nationalised, ic, if all the banks were amal-
gamated info a single state bank, Whoever owned fifteen
rubles on a savings account would continue o be the owner
of fifteen rubles after the nationalisation of the banks; and
whoever had [ifteen million rubles would confinue after the
nationalisation of the banks to have hfteen million rubles in
the form of shares, bonds, bills, commercial certificates and
50 0O

What, then, is the significance of nationalisation of the
banks?

It 18 that no effective conlrol of any kind ever the indi-
vidual banks and their operations is possikle feven if com-
mercial seerecy, clec., were abolished) because it is impos-
sible to keep track of the extremely complex, involved and
wily lricks that are used ip drawing up balance sheels,
lounding fictitious enterpriscs and subsidiaries, enlisting
the services of figurcheads, and so on, and so forth. Only
the amalgamation of all banks into one, which in itselt
would imply no change whatever in respect of ownership,
and which. we repeat, would nat deprive any owner of a
single kopek, would make it possible to exercise real con-
trol—provided, of course, all the other measures indicated
above were carried out, Only by nationalising the banks
can the stale put itself in a position to know where and
how, whenee and when, millions and hillions of rubles fow.
And only control over the banks, over the centre. over the
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pivot and chiel mechanism of capitalisi {'ir_L'ul_;-L_iic_u-., would
make it possible to organise real and not lzui_lf.wyﬁ FunL_l'ul
aver all economie life, over the production and f'.-iﬁi!-ll.":lt't\"‘.n
of staple goods, and organise that "regulation of ECONOmic
life” which otherwise is inevitably doomed (b remain a
ministerial l?‘{ll'ﬁt‘.u iil:ﬁi@]l&i:g to foel the common pcﬂ}_‘.ll!_'.
Only control over banking operations, provided they were
goncentrated in a single state bank, would make it possible,
it certain other easily-practicable measures were a::l-.'}ptc:d,
to Ltl'g".-J.u]su the eflective collection of ";IIIL'UIIIIL' tax Sllf‘l]
a way as to prevent the concealment of property and
incomes: for at present the imcome tax Is wery largely a
Lection.

MNafionalisation of the banks has only fo be decreed and
it would be carried out i:}' the directors and -.'11J!pl|_1§.-'1':f‘.5
themselves. No special machinery, no special preparalory
steps on the part of the stale would be l:ﬂgui.:'tf_i. far i.ll':iﬂ
is a measure that can be clfected by a single decree, at
a single stroke”, It was made economically feasible by
r.'ipii:;lisa!: itself once it had 1!l.'-‘r=k'-§"l'"j“3 to the stage of t"l‘[rs.
sharcs. bonds and so on. A that 15 required is o wnrfy
accountancy. And if the revoluti 1ary-democratic govern-
ment were Lo decide that immediately, by ‘te:lc;.{rﬂj}%l_. mect=
ings of managers and employees :l-llf.'.-ule.l bxl_- 4.'.I111ad i cvery
E.,'.IE_‘P’, .;:{L]‘._?l L'Uli__l-::l't_llﬁﬁ,'.‘:i ;'II C‘.-t'.l'_‘-,' L'ﬁg‘iﬁﬂ £ -Il-] |I"1 me f"‘-’.!l—tr}l' i b
a whole, for the immediate amalgamation of all banks into
a single state bank. this relorm would be carried out mn a
few ':L'f".’:!\'.-'\ Of cpurse, it would be the manfgers and the
higher bank officials who would offer rvesistance, who
would try to deceive the state, delay mafters, and so on,
for these gentlemen would lose their ‘ni;f]ully 1'('-t‘:'JLI}'LEII"illl'+":".
pusts and the opportunity of performing highly :rrs'.rmtu,blc
fraudulent operations. Theat iz the heart of the mualier, ]111!.
there is not the slightest technical difficulty in the way ot
the amalgamation of the banks: and if the state power were
revolutionary not only in word (1.e, if it did not lea r {0 f?-’?
away with inertia and routine), if it were flr.:m-;;cr;;tl; not
only in word (ie., if it acted in the interests of the majority
of the people and not of a handful of rich men), it would
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be enough to decree confiscation aof property and imprison-
ment a3 the pe 1II'U {or managers, board members and bip
shareholders the slightest delay or for attempting to

coticeal docmments and COUTILS. .|l would be enpugh, Fon

ta organisc the poores r'-|1'|":!-|;»-'.--_-; s i
eting frand and delay on the part
of the rich for nationalisation of the banks to he effected
as smoothly and rapidly as can be.

The advantages accruing to the whole people from na-
tionalisation of the banks—unot to the workers eapecial Hy (tor
the workers have little 1o do with banks) bat to the mass
of peasants and small industrialists—would be enormous
The saving in labour would be gigantic, and, assuming that
the state would retain the former number of bank employees,
nationalisation would be a highly important e towards
making the use of the banks universal. towards increasing
the number of their branches, putting their operations
within casier reach, cle.. cte. The availability of credit on
easy terms for the small owners, for the peasants, would
increase immensely, Ag to the state, it would for the first
time be in a pnﬁjhn.ﬁ first to veetere all the chicf mongiary
operations, which would be unconcealed, then to control
them, then ggitlate economic life, and finally (o obtain
millions and billions for major state transactions, without
paying the capitaligt gentlemern sky-high “commissions™ for
their “services”. That is the reason—and the only reason—
why all the capitalists; all the bourgeois professors; all the
bourgeoisie, and zll the Plekhanovs, Potresovs and Co., who
serve them, are gil.'-.*|_1:!l'1.'r] to fight tooth and nail against na-

to reward them for d

=

tionalisation of the banks and invent thousands of excuses
to prevent the adoption of this very casy and very pressing
measure, although cven from the standpoint of the “defence”
ol the country, i.e., from the military standpoint, this mes
gantic advantage and would tremendously
v might” of the country.

would provide a
enhance the “mili

The following objection mirht be raised: why da such
adwvanced states as 'l::‘.n.-_i:r} and the LIS A, “r'r_':-_;,'ll]u::c o
nomic life” so magnificently without even thinking of

11 lising the | nks?
nationalising the banks!

Bc—cm'w both these states are not merely

i Li".ln.u

) 'y II'| = ¥
, but also imperialist statcs, although one of them
. Ag such, thev carey

T I'I"Il"i'll:'-ri.!.':-' and the other a republic.
eut. the reforms ‘they need h’ reactionary-bureaucratic
Tey r.|111'§1|'.1;l'.'j.'—

methods, whereas we arc speaking here of
demoeratic methods.

This “little difference” is of major importance. In most
eases it is “not the cusiom” te think of it. The term “revo
lutionary democracy” has become with us (especially among
the Socialist-Revolutionaries and Mensheviks] almost a
conventional phrase, like the expression “thank God™, which
is also used by people who are not so ignorant as to
beligve in God: or like the expression “honourable citizen”,
which is sometimes used even in address gtall members
of Dyen™ or Yedinstvo, although nearly cyverybody guesses
that these newspapers have been founded and arc main-
tainied by the eapitalists in the interests of the capitalists,
and that these is therefore very little “honourable” about the
psendo-socialists contributing to these newspapers.

If we do not employ the phrase “revolutionary democra
3" ug a sterevtyped ceremonial phrase. as a conventional
epithel, but reflect on s meaning, we find that to be a
democrat means reckoning in I'Lﬁl““‘.‘ with the interests of
the majority of the people and not the minority, that
fo be ;_1- 1-1;;&.';}] utippary means destroving everything ,L,J,I:ul-'ll
dnd obsolete in the most resolute and ruthless manner,

Neither in America nor in Germany, as far as we know
5 any claim laid by cither the government or the ruling
classes to the name “revolutionary democrats™, to which
our Socialist-Revolutionaries and Mensheviks lay caim (and
which they prostitute).

In Germany there are only four very large private banks
of national importance, In America there are only fwo

It is easier, more convenient, more profitable for the "ﬁu::l:—
cial magnates of those banks to unite privately, surrepti-
tiously, in a reactionary and not a tevelutionary way, in a
bureaucratic and not a demorratic way, bribing government
officials (ihis is the pencral rule both in America grd
Gre 'a"r'-'f.ﬂ'-'fd'»'.:', and preserving the private character of the banks
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in_ order to preserve secrecy of operations, to milk the state
of millions upon millions in “super-profits”, and to make
financial frauds possible.

Both America and Germany “regulate economic life”
such & way as (o create c‘mwhrrrw of war-time penal servi-
tude for the workers [and partly for the peasants} and a
paradise for the bankers and capitalists. Thei |'u‘;.;L'..'.':4.t|[:-n
consists in “squeesing’ the workers to the point of starva
tion, while the capitalisty are guaranteed .':J."I'([’}‘,ll*"] usky,
ina uemlmnﬁ,u bureaueratic fas hion) profits Righer than be-
tore the war.,

Such a course is quite pessible in republican-imperialist
Russia too. Indeed, it is the course being followed not only
by the Milyukovs and Shingaryovs, but also by Kerensky
i partnership  with Tereshchenko, Nekrasov, Bernat Faloy,
Prokopavich and Co., who alre uphold, in a reactionary-
bureaucratic 'rmllu-‘:". the ° lL‘.’I{Ldl]J[If:, of the banks and
their sacred right to fabulous profits. So let us better fell
the frath, namely, l}laﬂ i1 republican Russia they want Lo
regulate economic life in a rﬁuttioﬂ-c'.r‘i.'—bl.ll'ca'-.xrraliu MANer,
by 'uILL-u Ind it difficult to do so ow ing to the existence
of the “Soviets”. which Kornilov No. 1 did not manage
to disband, but which Komilov No. 2 will tv to
disband; .. . i

That would be the truth. And this simple if hitter truth
is more useful for the enlightenment of the people than
the honeyed lies about “our™, “great”, “revelutionary”

I
democracy. . .

Nationalisation of the banks would greatly facilitate the
simultaneous: nationalisation of the insurance business, ie,
the amalgamation of all the insurance companies into one,
the centralisalion of their operations, and state control over
them. Here, too, congresses of insurance company emplayees
could carry out this amalgamation immediately and without
any great cfforl, provided a revolutionary-democratic
government deereed thizs and ordered directors and hip
shareholdery to effect the amalgamation without the slight-

i}

est delay and held every one of them strictly accountable
for it. The capitalists have mvested hundreds of millions

af rubles in the insurance business; the work 15 all dene

by the employees. The amalgamation of this business would
lead to lower insurance premiwms, would provide a host of
facilities and conveniences for the insured and would make
it possible to increase their nmumber without increasing
expenditure of effort and funds. Jb'ﬂﬂutd\, nothing but the
inertia, routine and sell-iplerest of a handful of holders of
remunerative jobs are delaying this reform. which, among
other things. would enhance the country’s defence potential
by ecanomising national labeur and creating a number of
highly important opportunitics to “regulate economic life”
aof i word, but n deed.

Maticnalisation of the Syndicates

L']pu']usf\m differs from the old, pre-capitalistic systems of
geonomy in lunm created the closest interconnection and
|nia>.|r|u]:r~.1r]f~nce of the various branches of the cconomy.
Were this not so, incidentally, no steps towards socialism
would be technically feasible. Modern capitalism, under
which the banks dominate production. has carried this
interdependence of the warious branches of the economy to
the utmost. The banks and the more important branches of
industry and commerce have become im‘ﬂ-pm'ahlv merged.
This means, on the one hand, that it iz impossible o nation-
alise the banks alone. withoul proceeding to create a state
monopaly of commercial and industrial syndicates (sugar,
coal, iron. oil, etc), and without nationalising them. It
means, en the other hand, that if carried out in carnest
the repulation of economic aclivity would demand the
simultaneous nationalisalion of the banks and the
syndicates.

the sugar syndicale as an L=..".':1m|'r|r' It came

der tsarism. and at that time developed i
a huge capitalist combine of splendidly equipped refineries.
And, of course, this combine, thoroughly imbued with the




inost reactionary and bureaveratic spirit, secured scandal-
ously high profits for the capitalists and reduced its emp-
loyees to the status of i'-mlilj;Lr:-ﬂ and downtrodden slaves
lacking any rights. Even at that time the state controlled and

1 mterests of the rfich, the

4
I
il

regulated J:J{{,L:I.Jn_llml— i
magnates.

ALl that remains to be done here is fo transform reac-
f’='I:T:iJ"_ia'—|'J11r<'—;-‘li:t ratic regulalion nto revolutionary-democratic
regulation by simple decrees providing for the summoning
of a congress of employees, engineers, directors and
sharcholders, for the introduction of wniform RCCONEANCY,
1l by the workers’ unions, cie. This is an exceed
ingly simple thing, yet it has not been done! Under what
is a demoeratic republie, the tegulation of the sovar Industiy
actually vemaing react] ry-bureaueratic; everything re-
mains a3 of old—the dissipation of nafional labour, routing
anid stagnation, and the enrichment of the Bobrinskys and
Tereshchenkos. Detnocrats and not bureauerats, the workers
'4-1*" other cmplovees and not the “sugar barons’”, should

e called upon to exercise mdependent initiative—and this
{-'.}i-'il'l and should be done in a few days, at a single st
if only the Sacialist-Revolutionaries and Mensheviks d
not befog the minds of the people by plans for “associa
tion" -\’ITE] these very sugar barens, Tor the viry asseciation

' wealthy from ¢

for cont

1 .-l\'.'l'J]Tll'JlL'"lI" maction’ of
he  Favers i in the vt ey £ orper 1ati : S iTAT] e e
the —govermmnent 1 the matter of regulating cconomic life
followws with absolute inevitability, and of which it 1s a conse
juence. i
the il ]mm'u-;-b«. It was fo a vast extent
v;u'n' development of capitalising Just
barons wield millions and hundreds of millions of rubles,
"‘-i}.'-l'=i|'.£" coupons and raking in fabulous profits from
“business™ which 18 alveady actually, technically and soci:
organised on a national scale and 18 efready beiny eonducted

pohad been wri when
the b rosrerimont s antraduc T
Irsc, 15 introd LCILEE it i A i'L:s:\:l-i_::,I,. hureageratic way wifliont

ith
the

resses ol woerkers and othor employ e ptd publicitss and with-

curbing capitaligta!

by hundreds and thousands of employees, cngineers, ctc.
Mt lisation of the oil industry could be effected at once
by, and is imperative for. a revolubionary —--t':‘?mﬂ'z!ﬁn“ state,
especially when the latter suffers from an acutc crisis '
when it i cssential to economise national labaur and to
increase the ontput of fuel at all costs. It is clear that here
bureaucratic contrel can achieve nothing, can | ange noth-
ing, for the “oil barons” can cope with the Tereshchenkos
the Kerenslkys, the Avksentvevs and the Skobelevs as casily
a5 they coped with the tsar’s ministers—by means of declays,
¢xcuses and promises, and by bribing the bourgeois press
directly or indirectly (this is called “public ppinion”, and
the Kerensky and Avksentyevs “reckon”™ with if); by bribing
olficials (left by the Kerenshvs and Avksentyevs in their
pld johs in the old state machinery which remains intact),

[f anything real is to be done burcaucracy must be aban
doned for democracy, and in a trully revelutionary way,
war musl he deéclared on the oil barons and sharcholder
the confiscation of their pr operty and pumshment by i
prisonment must be decreed for delaying natinnalisation Lt
the oil business, for concealing incomes or accounts, for
sabotaging pjuui:.u'l'rr.un, and for falline to take
incresdse J}I'ﬁﬂHt“Hﬂ"l The initiative of the workers and
other cmployees must be drawn ong they must be immedi-
ately summoned to conferences and congresses; a certain
proportion of the profits must be L“slyrwﬂ to them, provided
they institute overall control and increase production. Had
[l'.(:l,:; :'J.-\.-u_-]-.'!1.n’t-||.:_}‘}’—(‘|f_'mfh atic steps b\.,\_,ll LLLILR,IJ at l)lll"-"-
immediately, in April 1917. Russia, which is one of the
richest conntries in the world in deposits of liquid fuel, could
using water transport, have done a very great deal during
this summer to supply the people with the necessary quants
ties of fuel.

Neither the bourgeois nor the coalition Socialis
tionary-Menshevik-Cadet government has done anyth
all. Both have confined themselves in a bureancratic
ing at reforms. They have not dared to take a single
olutionary-democratic step. Evervthing has remained as

the tsars—the oil barons, the stagnaiion,




hatred of the workers and other employees for their
exploiters, the resulting chaos, and the dissipation of na-
tional labour—only the Feiterkieads on (he ineoming and
oulgoing papers in the “republican” offices have been
h’mn‘:ﬂ‘l‘

Vake the eoal industry. It is technically and culturally no
less “ripe” for nationalisation, and is being no less shame
lessly managed by the robbers of the people, the coal barons,
and there are a number of most striking facts of direct
xabofaffe, direct domage to and steppage of production by
l].lt‘ industrialists, Even the ministerial Rabochaye Gazet
of the Mensheviks has admitted these facts. And what do
we find? Absolutely nothing has been done, except to call
the old, reactionary-burcaueratic meetingz “on a half-and
half basis”—an equal number of workers and bandits frem
the epal syndicate! Not a single revolutionary-democratic
step has been taken, not a shadow of an atlempt has been
made to establish the only comtrol which is real—contral
from below, through the employees' union, through the
workers, and by using terror against the coal industrialists
who are ruining the country and bringing preduction to a
standstilll How ean this be done when we are “all” in
favour of the “coalition™ —if not with the Cadets, then with
commercial and industrial creles. And cpalition means
leaving power in the hands of the capitalists, letti ng them
go unpunished, allowing them to hamper affairs, to blame
everything on the wor 1\.;,_.3, to intensify the chaes and thus
pave the way lor a new Kornilow revolt!

Abolition of Commcrcial Secrecy

Unless commercial secrecy ¢ aholished. either control
over production and distribution will remain an empty
promise, only needed by the Cadets to fool the Socialist
Revolutionaries and Mensheviks, and by the Socialist-
Revolutionaries and Mensheviks to fool the working classes,
or control can be exercised only by teactionarv-bureaucratic
methods and means. "'q'i]u)ll:;I\ this js obvious fo every un-
prejudiced person, and although Prevds persistently demand-

Fior

ed the abolition of commercial secrecy™ (and was suppressed
largely for this reason by the Keremsky government which
i subservient to capital), neither our republican govern
ment nor the “authorised bodies of reve nary demac-
racy”’ have gven thought of this first step o real control.

This is the very key to all control. Here we have the most
sensitive spot of capital, which is robbing the people and
snbutaging production. And this is exact vy the Socialist-
Revolutionaries and Mensheviks are afraid to do anything
about 1t.

The usual argument of the capitalists, ene reiterated by

the petty bourgeoizsic without reflection, is that
talist economy the abolition of ecmmercial se
general absohutely impossible, for private owner
means of production, and the dependence ol
undertakings on the market render essential '.'hu y

of commercial bools and eommercial operations. including,

|'|-,\;.

of course, banking operations.

Thaose who in one form or another repeat this or similar
arguments allow themselves he deccived and themselves
deceive the people by shuiting their eyes to two funda-
mental, highly important and g‘-—nﬁalfu L"n- wn fd -
modern cconomic activity. The first fact is it
of large-scale capitalism. ie. the peculiar ‘.-‘ wres of the
economic system of banks, syndicates, large factories. efc.
The second fact 1s the war.

It is modern laroe-seale capitalism, which is everywhere

ence

becoming meanopoly capitalism, that deprives commercial
seerecy of every shadow of reasonablencss, turns it inio
]u;po:-;-lsy and into an instrument excl ely for """"f?fi'l.-’-'.’
r|1l'\:|.1']r‘5;1r. sunndles and [lj" -.-_L"[.I.‘-|-il",1.| L T}]".jf-_iﬂ ax U'-.-;;
capital. Large-scale capit ctonpmy. by its u“lj." techni-
eal mature, 18 socialised economy :
for mil iww o |-r-~r-: g :mt‘ directly or indirectly

its operations hundre thousands and tens of thousam

of families. It 33 not ecanamy of the small
craftsman or the ml‘!"l ]

B3- 47-58 of this book —Fd




hooks at all and who would therefore not he affected by
the abolition of commercial secrecy!
,.'.“j it is, the operations conducted in larpe-scale business
s known to hundreds or more [.rr.n-n-._ Here the law pro-
ll_ commercial secreey does not serve the mterests of
]:,rhll;tl.i-'rli or exchange, but those of -“c“’“t|1r‘- n atd profit-
seeking in their crudest Form, and of dicect frand, which,
as we l;i-:-w. in the case of iuint—sh]ck companies is partic-
ularly widespread and very skilfully concealed by reports
and balance-sheets, so compiled as to deceive the public
While commercial secrecy is unavoiduble in small coin
modity production, ie., among the small peasants and
handicraftsmen. where production iself is net socialised
but scattered and disunited. in largesscale capitalist produc-
tion, the pro teetion of commercial scerecy means protection
af the privileges and profits of lliﬁr'.ﬂ]:.' a handful of ,yuqu_
wgeinst the interest of the whole '!")(;ﬁp!i_‘. is: has: already
recognised by the law, inasmuch as provision is made
publication of the accounts of joint-stock companies
But dhir enntrol, which has already been introdueccd in all
advanced countries, as well as in Russia, is a ;-;.1:,'&1(_11_-
ary-bureaucratic control which does not open the eyes
of the peofle and which dess wol allow the whele trich
about the operations of joint-stock companies to hecome
EII0WTL,
revolutionary-democratie way, il would be
immediately pass anether law abelishing com
mercial secrecy, compelling the big undertakings and the
wealthy to render the fullest possible accounts, and invest
I every group -,[ cifizens ol subst | dempecratie numer
ical strencth (1,000 o 10,000 voters, l--i. us say) with the

right to examine @l the records of any large undertaking.
a3
L5

measure could be fully : casily eflected by a
It alone would allaw [ull scope [or popule
santrol. theiael the s Y s e
CONLroL, tarougn tne QoIact employecs Unions,
untong and all the political parties, and it

Id make contral effective and democtratic.
this: the war. The wvast 1|i:.]ur}lu of commercial
and industrial establishments are now working not for the

“free market”, but for the govermment, Tor the war, This
is why I have already stated in Prevda that people who
counter us with the argument that socialism cannot Bbe
initroduced arc liars, and barélaced liars at that, becauss
it 1s. mot a question of introducing secialism now, direct
overnight, but of exfonng plunder of the stated !
Capitalist “war” economy (i.e., economy directly or indi-
recily connected with war contracts) 1z systematic and legal-

WY
'

ised plunder, and the Cadet geniry, whe together with
the Mensheviks and Secialist Revolutionarics, are GpposIny
the abolition of commercial secrecy, are nothing but aiders
and abettors of plunder.

The war is new costing Russia filty million rubles a dajp.
These “ffv million o "mmr!u to army contractors. OF these
fifty, at lenst five million daify. and probably ten million o
mwore: constitute the “honest income™ of the capitalists, and
of the officials who arc in one way or another in collusion
with them, The wvery - firms and baoks which lemd
money for war confracts transactions thereby make fantas
tic profits, and de so by |:u1mnrm,: the state, for no other
epithet can be ‘mpumi to this defrand and phmdering
of the people “on the occasion of” the lm dships of war,
“on e occasion of? the deaths of hundreds of thousands
and millions of people.

“Hvervbody™ knows about these scandalous profits made
OIL Wwar -"!::'.I.-;L-:".'r-. about the 'letters of goarantee” which arce
concealed by the banks, about who henefits by the rising
cost of living, It is smiled o in “society”. Quite a number
of precise veferences are made to it ever in the bo n":c:r"s

. which as a general rule keeps silent about “unpleas-
facts and avoids “ticklish"” guestions, Everybody knows
yet cverybody keeps silent, everybody tolerates
dy puts up with the government, which prates
loquently abaut “eontrel™ and “regulation”
The 1rv<1|u'1t- ary demaocrats, were they real revolution
aries anid democrats; woald imanedia L'..];' prant
ing commercial secrecy, compelling contrac
chanls o render accounts public, !
abandon their ficld of activity withont the permission ol




the authorities, imposing ihe penaliv of confiscation of
property and shooting™ for concealment and for deceiving
the people, organising verifieation and control from below,
democratically, by the people themselves, by unions of
workers and thu emplovees, con
Our  Socialist-Revolutionaries and Mensheviks fully
deserve to be called scared democrats, for on this question
they repeat what is said by all the scared philistinegs,
namely, that the capitalists will “ron away™ if “foo severe”
mensures are adopted, that “we” shall be unable to
along without the capitalists, that the British and
millionaires, who are, of course, “supporting” us, wi
likely be “offended” in their furn, and so on. It might
thought that the DBolsheviks were proposing somet
unknown to history, something that has never heen tried
hefore, something “utopian”, while, as a matter of fact
even 125 years ago, in France, people who were res

aumers, et

T

“revo-
lutionary demoerats”, who were really convinced of the
just and delensive character of the war they were wag
who I'ii'c'.”j-' h‘c’._f] pﬂ]_‘ﬂ_'l]j!‘ Sll::'_'rj_‘,lf_]l'l :-".11[]_ were sincerely con-
vineed of this, werc able to establish revolutionary control
over the rich and to achieve results whidh eamed the
admivation of the wotld. And in the century and a quarter
that have since elapsed, | development of (';mifa‘-f,n
iited in the creation of bunks, svndicates, 1z
ways and so lorth, hag preatly facilitated and simplified
he .‘i.'.'ir-prir.* of measures of really democratic control by
the ‘*.'1l=|u:,’b u.m"{ peasants over the exploiters, the landown:
crs and ¢

[ point ; e question af control boils dows
to who controly whom, i.c., which -"l'.an 15 1n contral ;mc!
which s being controlled. In our country, in republican
with the help of the “aunthorised bodies™ of sup-

which re

ihie= whao

pont st n- the: Bolshevik press
the deach penalty only when
the smpss of (he working people wiil

the “F' N 18 hardly |'”' that any
revolutionary government whatever could do without applying the death
penallty to the explotters (1w, the landowners and capitaliats)

racy, it is the landowners and

P{:-au-lx revelutionary democs
papitalists who are sl II:rrt*l“-;fl. to be, and

cantrollers. The incvitable result is
that arouscs universal indignabion
the economic chaos that is being artificia
the capitalists, We must resolutely and irrevocably,
not fa:;n-iug boldly to bu
i capatalists
macialist

fearing to break with the o
the now, pasy to control ove

by the workers and peasants. And this is what o
Revolutionaries and Mensheviks fear worse than the plague.

7 the landowners a

Cempulsory Association

Compulsory syndication, le, i'-:rmpulanr'r association, of
the industrialists, for example, 1s already being practi ised 1
ything new i it, 1lere, too, through

svolutionarics and |\'1f‘l'l‘=i-'l-:'-.‘..\.‘|.
Russia, whom these

Gxermany. Mot is there a
the fault of the Secialist-R
we sec Lhe ulter stagnation of repubilic
none-too-respectable parties “enterta in”? by dancing a gua-
drille with the Cadets, or with the Bubli . or with Tere
shichenko and Kerensly.

Compulsery syndication 15, oh the one hand, a means
whtrcb-y the state, as it were, expedites capitali dl.,-.'-_..l...l
ich everywhere leads fo the organisation of fthe

e, Wi
| Fi, Sl SRR o ey
class strugele and to a growth in the number, vancty avid
itu]_au_rtan['e of unions, On the other hand, L‘LJIl}.!_JU].h!Ji";J'
“unionisation” is an indispensable precondition for any
kind of cffective control and for all economy of national
labour.

The Cerman law, for instance, binds the leather manu

: ¢ fiims s o et .
facturers of a given locality or of -the whele country

form an association, on the board ; _
representative of the state for (he purpese of control.
law of this kind docs not l”'c(lij’ Le, an itself, atfect

rays it does ot deprive any owner

of which there iz a

L4

property relations in any w
le kopek and ri-:;s:s not predetermine whether the

of a sing
coniral 15 to be exercised in a reaclionary bursauncratic. 01

a revolutionmry-democratic form, direction or spirit
7




Su"i’. laws can and should be passed in our countrs
mediately, without wasting a single *—.'«‘{:{‘L‘ of precious tim
e should lie left to ;

s it ALY

the more speaiic torms of enforcing the law, the speed with

hich it is te be enforced, the methods of supervision ove
its enforcement, efe. In this case, lhe state 1'r~LJL.er~' oo
“:u_ml machinery; no special investigation, nur pn‘lm iy
-:nru ries for the passing of such a law. All that is required

s e datetimnabion. tabreak bl certatn private interests
1 the capitalists, who arve “not gecustomed™ to such uter-
::t vence and have no desin fi Jrlr' |.._'1 I_'J,' supers J_J[uL{a .'-r ]

are ¢nsured by the old methods of management and the

MSENCe I!f |ZI,'-I]'[EU-|_

No:machinery and no “statistics” (which Chernoy wanted
to substitute for the revolutionary initiative of the peasants)
are |‘1"1]‘:]:_I'1‘|'i 1'_| !’IJH'J'.' .\G'Ufll l:l'r'u__ .If'lil."ji’fllll,:l'l H :IE{E i[ﬂ{':!t':]]_[‘,‘li
l(zt ion must he made the duty of the manufa '
wirialists themaelves, of e aveilabie public Torees, under
H‘-E control of the available 1JIIIJJII' (i.e.. mon-government,
non-bureaucratic) forces tow, which, however, must consist
by all means of the so-called “lower estates”, ie., of the
oppressed and exploited classes, which in history have
always proved to be immensely superior to the exploiters
in their capacity for hereism, celf-sacrifice and comradely
discipline.

Let us assume that we bave a really revolutionary-deinu
cratic government and that it decides that the manufactorers
and industrialists in every braoch of production who ¢m-
ploy, let us say, not hall immeds
ately amalramate inte uvezd and gubernia associations.
Responsibility for the strict observance of the law s laid in
the firsi n]ue on  lhe manulactorers, directors, board
members, a.;.r.l big sharcholders (for they 'JIL the real leaders
of modern ind ustry, its 1 eal masters). |ll'“1' hall he lu.sua.lui
as ‘ters from- mili
il do not work for the immediate implémentation of
the law, and shall bear mutnal responsibility, ose answer-
ing for all, and all for one, with the whole of their property.
f‘\lf"-'l::_li?}JIEEZ-:.]".[_‘.' :1I::.||_l MEXT hi_‘. 1aid (it all  effice tﬂll]ll_l}'t‘f'.‘.‘h,

charers or

less than two workers s

ary service, and punished as such,

who shall also furm ewe union, and on all workers and
fheir trade union. The purpose of “unionisation” 15 1o
sastitute the fullest, strictest and most defailed accountancy
bait chiclly to combing operaitons m the purchase af Taw
materials, the sale of products, nafionil
funds and forces. When the separate ¢ establishunents
syndicate, this cconomy can
; mmic science teaches

gmalgamated into a single
attain tremendons pﬂ;'l..!talLiuJ*..k:_. A5 et
us and as is shown by the example of all syndicates. carfels
and trusts, And it must be repeated that this unionisation
will not in itself alter property relations one iota and will
any owner of a single kopek. This circumstance
_L‘;-| v stressed, for the bourgeois press constantly
small and mediwn  proprictors by asserting

iod dﬂ]‘ﬂ‘iv;:
st be stro
“Frightens

that socialists in gencral, and the Bolsheviks in particular,
them—a ':!ki]i1.lffifl1:f'.i\" false assertion,

want to “expropriate’
as socialists do not intend to, cannet and will nol expro-
peasant poen if there s 4@ fut ] socialist
of the nume

pa'uLtL the smal
revalution. All the time we are speaking on
diate and urgent mcasores, which have already becn
introduced in Western Europe and which a democracy thal
is at all comsistent ought to introduce immediately n our

LES :
e catastropie

country to combat the impending and inevit:
Serious dillicultics, both technical and eultural, would be

enconntercd in wmalgamating the small and wvery sma

i

proprietors nto associations, owing to the e .1..11;;,1\ smmal]

proporiions and technical H||||'|.E1W*|1E'5.~ of (hei uu.:p.lf‘m
and the illiteracy or lack c'%' edueation of the owners. But
precisely such 1*h'1‘1|1~.:_~ could be exempted from tm law

hw 'JLJ”l'..L cal exampie),

{as was pointed out above in our
their helated amaleama-

Their non-amalgamation, let alone
tion. could ereate no serious ohstacle, for the part played
by the huge numbér of small enterprises 1o the sum total
of production uﬂrl their importance fto the cconomy as
whole are n¢ morenver, they are olten 1 ong
wiy or another l!c'J_aL'mier.t on the big enterprises.

Only the big cnterprises are of deasive importance: anl
here the technical and cultural means and forces for

Hmionisation” do exist; what is lacking s the firan, deter-

AT,



mined mitative of a revslutionary government which
should be ruthlessly severe towards the cxploiters to sel
'=.ht:5; forces and means in metion:

The PooICr & cot
in intellectual forces

ity 15 in technically trained forces, and
generally the MOre Hrger .:.l. i"i

- w1 | " - ' SEPIOEL
.,i-n ry association as and as resolutely a;

SECrec com
possible and to bepin with th
whe '1|LI. wr Lhe decree info e'-_‘}rﬂ for
will economise intellectu
them {o d.f’-'('

st dnt{.i]n i865
is association that
s 1Lt'1{i mak{‘. it possible to use
: bute them more ccrr-::-:tl'y“. If,
E_ri".:(-r 1905, even the Russian peasants in their ont-of- the-way

icts, 1111“-'.' the lgamst government, in face of the thou-
f obstacles raased by that government, were able to
tremendous forward stride in the creation of
of associations, it is clear that the amalgamation of
and medium-scale industry and trade conld be effected
eral months, il not earlier, provided compulsion to
this end were exercised by a really vevolutionary demoeratic
government relying on the support, participation, interest
and advantage of the “lower ranks”, the JLme“J,L} the
workers and other employees, and calling upon them to
cxercise control.

Hegulation of Consumption

The war has compelled all the belligerent and many of
the neutral countries to resort to the regulation of Cl.‘ll.‘ill-lii-[l—
tion. Bread cards have heen issued and have become cus-
temary, and this has led to the appearance ol other ration
cards. Russia is no exceplion and has also introduced bread

Ca l':-:':;.

¥ Tas R S | 1
Using this as an ex: ample, we can draw, perhaps, the most
striking ;m:lpJ,...ffm of all between seaclionarv-bureaucratic

methods biatin

g a eatastrophe, which are confined to
minimum reforms, and revalutionary-democratic methods,

which, i Justify their name, must direc
rupture with .]w old, chsolete
of the speediest pe mlIJIe Progress.

Fhe bread card—this typical example of how COTSUIR-

v aimat a violert
sydtem and at the achievement

tion 15 I‘Eglllatt:d in modern capitalist countries—aims af, and
achicves (at best), one thing only, namely, distributing
available supplies of grain to give everybody his share
A maximum limit fo consumption is established, not for
all foodstulls by far, but only for principal foodstulffs,
of “popular” consumption. And that is all. There iz no
intention of do;ng anything else, Available supplies of grain
are caleulated in a bureaucratic way, then divided on a per
capita basis, a ration is fixed and introduced, and there the
matter ends. Luxury urllclt‘s are 1ot affected, for they are
“anyway scarce and “anyway so dear as to be beyond the

Ll.] O5C

E

reach of the “people’. And so, in @il the belligercnt coun-
tries without Exrf;}’r]cm_ ever: in (rermany. which evident!

without fear of contradiction, may be said to be a medel |:!
the most careful, pedantic and striet regulation of con-
sumption—ewven in Germany we find that the rich constantly
gef around all “rationing”. This, too, "uvcr-.'bnri‘_a'" knows

and “everybody™ talls about with a smile; and in the €
man socialist papers, and sometimes even in the bourgeois
papers, despite the fierce military stringency of the German
censorship, we constantly find 1Lt:|m dl‘[L reports about the
“"menus” of the rich, saying how the wealthy can obtain
white bread in any quauLn} at a certain health resort
(visited, on the plea of illness, by i 1as plent:
of money), and how the wealthy substitule choice and rare
articles of luxury for articles of popular consumption.

A reactionary capitalist f.tat(-; which Te‘e"rc to undermine
the pillars of capitalizm, of wage slavery, ol the economic
SUpremacy of the rich, which IIrt-“ﬁtr.t to encourage the initia
tive of the workers and the working people penerally, which
fears to provoke them to a more exacting a-“-‘llua_'n:— stich
a state will be quite content with bread cards. Such
does not for a moment, in any measure it ar_lr,--:ts, l-;mc
of the reactionary aim of strengthening capitalism, prevent
ing its being undermined, and confining the “regulation of
economic life” in general, and the regulation of consun
tion in particular, to such measures as are absolutely essen
Hal to feed the people, and maker no aftemdt whatsoever
at real regulation of consumplion by exercising control over

§—a25 81




the rich and layving the greater part of the borden in wa
time on those whe are hetter off,
fed and overfed in peace-tme,
T

1L 1E

who are privileged, well

solution _ to
confronted the proples confines

reachonary-bureaucratic

Bl 1
with which the war h:

l‘.r.'.".' ;

s, to the equal distribution of “popular’
toodstulls, of those absolutely essential to feed the people,
without relreating one litfle bit from bureancratie and
reactionary ideas, that is, frum the aim of nef encouraging
the initiative of the poor, the proletarial, the mass of the
people (“demos"), of not allowing #hem lo exercise control
OVEeED 1
for the rich to compensate themselves with articles of
lxury. And a great number of loopholes are Jeft in ail

tsell to bre

e rich, and of leaving s meny loopholes as po

L3 .;J

t_'{':u'-_'e?"lti‘é.{".i, We Tepear, €vein in l:_-‘;|.-!'|||;_.g]!}r not to 3;l_;g_-'_1l_, Ul‘
Russia; the “common people” starve while the rich visit
health resorts, supplement the meagre official ration by all
sorls of “extras” obtaimned on the side, and do nof allow
themsedves to be controlled.

In Russia, which has only just mar

H

za I'L".\'C_F-I.l]';.ll'_)“ ;lgﬂil'l.';!_
the tsarist regime in the name of liberty and equ
Russ

n

r, which, as tar-as ifs aclual politicd] institutions sve
concerned, has at once become a demoeratie republic, what
particularly strikes the people, what parficularly arouses
pepular discontent; trrilation, anger and indignation is that
everybody sees the easy way in which the wealthy get
arpungd the bread cards. They do it very easily indeed.
“From under the counter”, and for a very high price, es-
pecially if one has “fudi” (which only the rich have), one
can obtain anything, and in large quantities, too. It ig the

people who are starving, The regulation of consumption
is confined within the narrowest bureaucratic-reactionary
limits, The government has uot the slightest intention o
putting regulation on a really revolutionary-democratic
footing, s not in the least concerned about :_l-:_]_:_lu;__; 80.

“Everybody™ is suffering from the gueues but—but the
rich send their servants to stand in the queucs, and even
zage special servants for the purpesel And that js
=y

LENCTEE )"

a time when the countrv is sufferine untold calamities,
i t I ountry is suflering unta

a revolutionary-democratic paliey would net confine itsell
0 bread can to combat the ilupl:iurl;'ste_; :::.:1.!:1Ii_'|.-i;]'_f but
would add, fiestly, the compulsory organisation of the whole
population in consumers’ societies, for otherwise control

d: sec

ovet consumption cannot be fully exercise 1
lahour service for the rich, making them perform without
pay secretarial and similar duties for these consumers’
societies; thirdly, the egpal distribution ampng the popula-
tion of absolutely all consumer goods, so as really to dis-
tribute the burdens of the war eqguitably; fourthly, the
organisation ol control in such a way as to have the poorer
classes of the population exercise control over the consump
tivm of the rich,

The establishment of recal democracy in this sphere and
the digplay of a real revolulionary spirit mn the organisa-
fion of control by the most needy c¢lasses of the people
would be a very great stimulus to the employment of all
available intellectual forces and to the development of the
truly revolutionary energies of the entire people. Yet now
the ministers of republican and revelutionary-democratic
Russia, exactly like their colleagues in all other imperialist
counttics, make pompous speeches about “working in
common for the zgovd of the people and about “exerting
every cffort”™, but the people see, feel and sense the hypoc-
risy of this talk.

The result is that no progress i1z being made, chaos is
spreading irresistibly, and a catastrophe is approaching,
for our government cannol introdwee war-tume penal
servitude for the workers in the Kosnilov, Hindenburg,
general imperialist way—the traditions, memories, vestiges,
habits and institutions of the rgpolution are still too much
alive among the people; our government does not want
to take any reallv serious steps in a revelutionary-demo-
crafic direction, for it is thoroughly infected and thoroughly
emmeshed by its dependence on the bourgeoisie, its “coali-
fion” with the bourgeoisie, and its fear to encroach on
their real privileges,




Government Disruption of the Work
of the Democratic Organisations

We have examined various ways and means of combating
catastrophe and famine. We have seen everywhere that the
contradictions between the democrats, on the one hand,
and the government and the bloc of the Socialist-Revolu-
tionaries and Mensheviks which is supporting it, on the
other, are irreconcilable. To prove that these contradictions
cxist in reality, and not merely in our exposition, and that
their irrcconcilability is actually borne out by conflicts
affecting the people as a whole, we have only to recall two
very typical “results” and lessons of the six months’ history
of our revolution.

The history of the “reign™ of Palchinsky is one lesson.
The history of the “reign” and fall of Peshekhonov is the
other.

The measures to combat catastrophe and hunger described
above boil down to the all-round encourapement (even to
the extent of compulsion) of "unionisation” of the popula-
tion, and primarily the democrats, i.e., the majority of the
population, or, above all, the oppressed classes, the workers
and peasants, especially the poor peasants. And this is the
path which the population itself spontaneously began to
adopt in order to cope with the unparalleled difhiculties,
burdens and hardships of the war.

Tsarism did everything to hamper the free and indepen-
dent “unionisation” of the population. But after the fall of
the tsarist monarchy, democratic organisations began fo
spring up and grow rapidly all over Russia. The struggle
against the catastrophe began to be waged by spontancously
arising democratic organisations—by all sorts of commit-
tees of supply, food committees, fuel councils, and so on
and so forth.

And the most remarkable thing in the whole six months’
history of our revelution, as far as the question we are
cxamining is concerned, is that a government which calls
itself republican and revolutionary, and which is supported
by the Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries in the name
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of the “authorised hodies of revolutionary democracy™.
fought the democratic organisations and defeated them!!

By this fight, Palchinsky earned extremely wide and very
sad notoriety all over Russia. He acted behind the govern-
ment’s back, without coming out publicly (just as the Cadets
gencrally preferred to act, willingly pushing forward Tsere-
teli “for the people”, while they themselves arranged all the
important business on the quiet). Palchinsky hampered and
thwarted every serious measure taken by the spontaneously
created democratic organisations, for mo serious measure
could be taken without “injuring” the excessive profits and
wilfulness of the Kit Kityches. And Palchinsky was in fact
a loyal defender and servant of the Kit Kityches. Palchin-
sky went so far—and this fact was reported in the news-
papers—as simply to annal the orders of the spontaneously
created democratic organisations!!

The whole history of Palchinsky’s “reign”—and he
“reipned” for many months, and just when Tsercteli,
Skobelev and Chernov were “ministers™—was a monstrous
scandal from beginning to end; the will of the people and
the decisions of the democrats were frustrated to please the
capitalists and meet their filthy greed. Of course, only a
negligible part of Palchinsky’s “feats” could find its way
into the press, and a full imvestigation of the manner n
which he hindered the strugele against famine can be made
only by a truly democratic government of the prolctar}m
when it gains power and submits all the actions of Palchin-
sky and his like, without concealing anything, to the judge-
ment of the people.

It will perhaps be argued that Palchinsky was an excep-
tion, and that after all he was removed.... But the fact
is that Palchinsky was not the exception but the rule, that
the situation has in no way improved with his removal, that
his place has been taken by the same kind of Palchinskys
with different names, and that all the “influence™ of the
capitalists, and the entire policy of frusirating the sillruggff
against famine to please the capitalists, has remained intact.
For Kerensky and Co. are only a screen for defence of the
interests of the capitalists.




The most striking preof of this is the resignation of
Peshekhonov, the Food Minister. As we know, Peshekhonoy
i a very, very maderale Narodmk. But in the orgamsation
of food supply he wanted to work honestly, in contact with
and supported by the democratic organisations, The experi-
ence of Peshekhonov's work and his resignation are all
the more interesting. becanse this extremely moderate
Narodnik, this member of the Pepular Socialist Party,
who was ready to accept any compromise with the hour-
geoisic, was nevertheless compelled to resizhl For the
Kerensky government, to please the capitalists, landowners
and kulaks, had reised the fixed prices of grain!

This is how M. Smith describes this “ten™ and its
signilicance in the newspaper Svobodnava Zhizn™ No. 1, of
September 2:

“Several days belore the povermment decided fo raise the fized
prices; the lollowing seene was enzeted in the natlonal Food Com
mittee: Rolovich, a Right-winger, 4 stubborm defender of the interests

pravate trade and 4 ruthless ppponent of th grain tnonopoly and

interference in eesnormic afains, publicly announced with & smug
: that he understond the fixed grain prices would shortly be raised.

“The reprey ive of the Soviet of Workers' and Seldiers’ Depu-
ties: replied by declaring that he knew no - of the kind, that
lomg ag the revieletion in Russiz Listed such an conld nnt take place
and that af any rate the government could not take such 2 stép withont
first o '_|LI the authorized demiocratic o s—the E arire Couneil
and the oial Foed Committee. This statement was supported by the
representative of the Soviet of Peasants’ Deputics.

"Rut, wlas raality jutreduced a wery harsh amendment to this counter-
versiom! Tt was the representative of the wealthy ¢loménts and net the
representifives of the democrats who turned ont to be right. He proved
to: be excellently informed of the preparations for zn altack on dema-
cratic rig al eh the demoeratic representatives igdignantly denieid
the very podsthility of such an attack.”

And so, both the fepresentative of the workers and the
l:lr[-t!ﬁﬂiltﬁtivn of the ]'_u:*;-z.‘,'nui,- :\_L1]1<1|1‘, state their o1 nion
in the name of the vast majority of the people, vet the
Kerensky government acts contrary fo the opitilon, in
the interests of the capitalists!

Rolovich, a representative of the capitalists, turned out

be excellently informed bcehind the backs of the dem-

perats—jusl as we hme always observed, and maw
that the bourgeois wapapers, HRech and Birshevka ™
are hest informed i_af_' the doings in the Kerensky govern-
HELLt,

What dnes this possession of excellent
show? Obvicusly, that the capitalists have I'-.in_-]'
mwl wirteally hold power in their own hands. t

shead which they use as a when thev

. The interests of | of millions of workers and peas-
ants turn out to have bu:r: sacrificed to the profits of a
handfnl -*F the rich.

And how i oar Sflgi.‘;;]igi,—?:_'\'-)lLll,inasrn|"|r?E and Menshe
viks react to this oulrage to the people? Did they address
an appeal io the workers and ‘-J’.;"r.l::'.i.'.lt.\,"-I:i‘f"ti!_-':' tha :
this, prison was the only place for Keremsky and
olleagues?

Fnlf.i:l.? farbid! The Socialist-Revolutionaries and Menshe

viks, thraugh their Economic Department, conflined .I'.1‘|t‘=11—
aclves Lo '.1‘]1]11:”1." t"!“ impressive rv%‘nlu‘:ifrn to which I'-.\"r:'
have .1]|f':|dr veferred! In this resulufion they declare that
the raising ol grain prices by the Kergnsky government 18
“o rubtous measure which deals a severe blow both at ﬂ!:.—
food supply and at the whaole economic life -.fi the eountry

and that é!:f'-;' Fiinons mezsuies have heen taken m direct
“T\_|.'.'_’.'?’.‘i."'lt-.'J.".,r -!'!- 41t I.I‘n.. ; ;

Such are the results of the policy of compromise, o
flirting with Kerensky and desiring to “spare” 1.:'!.'11! ;

The government violates the law by adopfing, m the
interests of the rich. the landowners and capitalists, a
measure which ruins the whole business of control, food
supply and the stabilisation of the extremely sh aky finances,
ver the Socialist-Revolutionaries and Mensheviks unj*.t*-.nuc
to talk about an understanding wit imercial and indus
trial circles; continue to attend conferences with Fere-
shebenks and (o spare Kerensky, and confine themselves: to

paper resolution of protest, which the government very

Thiy reveals with great clarity the fact that the duocialist-

1 1
T T e T by ek e re 4 dq = &
Bevolutionaries and Mensheviks have betrayed the people




and the revolution, and that the Bolsheviks are becoming
the real leaders of the masses, even of the Socialist-Revolu-
tionary and Menshevik masses.

or enly the winning of power by the proletariat, headed
by the Bolshevik Party, can put an cnd to the outrageous
actions of Kerensky and Co. and restore the work of demo-
cratic food distribution, supply and other organisations,
which Kerensky and hig government are frustrating.

The Bolsheviks are acting—and this can be very clearly
scen from the above example—as the representatives of the
if'-ff"c“s.*s ol the whole people, which are to ensure food
t i'.:il_'il:l.ett-‘m and supply and meet the most urgent needs
ﬂf the warkers and peasents, despite the vacillating, irres-
olute and truly treacherous policy of the Socialist-Revolu-
tionaries and Mensheviks, a pelicy which has brought the
cotntry to an act as shameful as this raising of grain
prices!

Financial Collapse ard Mensures
to Combat It

There 13 another side to the problem of raising the fixed
grain prices. 'Ihis raising of prices invelves a new chaotic
increase in the issuing of paper money, a further increase
in the cost of living, increased financial disorganisation and
1.}1:_ approach of financial collapse. Fverybody admits that
Lhe
compulsory loan, that it most of all alfects the conditions
of the workers, of the poorest section of the population, and
that it is the chiel evil engendered by financial disorder.

And it is te this mcasure that the Kerensky government,
supported by the Socialist-Revolutionaries and Mensheviks,
is resorting |

There is no way of efféctively combating financial dis-
organisation and inevitable financial collapse except that
of revolutionary rupture with the interests of capital and
that of the organisation of really democratic control, ie..
control [rom “below™, control by the workers and the poor

easants over the capitalists, a way to which we referred
throughout the earlier part of this exposition,

Large issues of paper money ecncourage profiteering,
enable the capitalists to make millions of rubles, and place
tremendous difficalties in the way of a very necessary
expansion of production, for the already high cost of
malerials, machinery, ctc., is rising further by leaps and
bounds. What can be done about it when the wealth
acquired by the rich through proliteering is being con-
cealed?

An income tax with progressive and very high rates for
larger and very large incomes might be introduced. Our
government has introduced one, following the example of
other imperialist governments. But 1t is largely a fiction,
a dead letter, for, firstly, the value of moncy is falling
faster and faster, and, secondly, the more incomes are
derived from profiteering and the more sccurely commercial
secrecy is maintained, the greater their concealment.

Real and not pominal control is requited to make the
tax real and not fictitious. But control over the capitalists
15 impossible if it remains bureaucratic, for the bureancracy
15 itsclf bound te and interwoven with the bourgeoisie by
thousands of threads. That is why in the West-European
imperialist states, monarchies and republics alike, financial
order is obtained solely by the introduction of “labour
service”, which creates war-time penal servitude or war-
time stavery for the workers.

Reactionary-bureaucratic control is the only method
known to imperialist states—not excluding the democrat-
ic republics of France and America—of foisting the bur-
dens of the war on to the prolctariat and the working
people.

The basic contradiction in the policy of our government
is that, in order not to gquarrel with the bourgeoisie, not
to destroy the “coalition” with them, the government has
o introduce reactionary-bureaueratic control, which it calls
“revolutionary-democratic” control, deceiving the people at
every step and irritating and ungering the masses who have
just overthrown tsarism.




Yet only revolutionary-democratic measures, only
organisation of the oppressed classes, the workers j
ants, the masses, into unions would make it possible to
establish & most effective contral over the rich and wage a
most successful fight against the concealment of incontes.

An attempt is being ma u'f-* to evicourage the use of cheques
as a means nf nu'rhru- excessive issue of paper money. This
measure 15 of no significance as far as the poor are con-
cerned, for anyway iLL‘y live from hand to moouth, f"ulul:"uh-
their “economic eycle” in one week and return to the o l]'n-
talists the few meagre coppers they manape to earn. The use
of cheques might have great significance as far as the rich
are concerned, It would enable the state, especially in con
punction with such measures as nationalisation of the banlks
and abolition of commercial secrcey, really to control the
incomes of the capitalists, li::Tll"-' toin ipose taxation on them,
and really to “demoeratise” (and at the same time bring
order inte) the fingneial svstem.

But hlS is In.nnuw. by the fear of mfringing the privi-
leges of the bourgeoisic and destroving the “coalition’ with
them. For unless 1 |.§'}- revolutionary measures are adopted
and compulsion 15 very seriously resorted to, the capitalists
will not submit to any control, will not make known their
budgets, and will not surrender their stocks of paper money
for the democratic state Lo “keep account™ of.

The workers and peasants, arganised in unjons, by nation
alising the Fl'liw making the wse of chegues legally com-
pulsory for all rich persons, abolishing commercial secrecy,
IMpOsIng €on [m,nu i nl property as a penalty for conceal-
ment of incomes, efc., might with extreme ease make control
both effective and universal—control, that is, over the rich.
and such contral as would serure the relurn of paper money
from those who have i, from these whe conceal i, fo 8
tredsury, which issaes i

This requires a revolutionary dictatorship of the democ
racy, headed by the revolutionary proletariat; that is, it
requires that the democvacy should become revolutionary
in feet. 'That is the crux of the mat But that 15 just what
is nol wuanted by our Socialist-Revolutionarics and Menshe-

viks, who are deceiving the people by displaying the flag of
“cevolutionary democracy” while they are in I':'-l't support-
sne the reactionary-bureasucratic policy of the bourgeoisie,
who, as always, are guided by the rule: “Afres nous ls
délungee —after us the deluge!

We usually do not even natice hm-; ti‘Ul'{lli..,]l]' we are
permeated by a||f---rfc~rr‘n"1u|n habits and prejudices 'Fwtrf-—
ing the “sanctity™ of beurgeois property. W hen an engine
ot Banket 1'_:11|w'|i.¢.5‘:“.§ the-income and 'L!.\.PLur_]ll*.ll cof aw F.E']\(E‘;
snformation about his wages and the preductivity of his
labour, this is regarded as absolulely legitumate and fair.
Nobody thinks of seeing it as an intrusion intp the “private
life! of the worker, as “spying or informing™ on the part
of the engincer. Bourgeois socety regards the labou
and earnings of a wage-worker as ity open book, any bour-
geois heing entitled to peer inte it at any moment, and at
any mMOment to expose the “luxurions living” of the worker
his suppnsed “laziness™, ete.

Well, and what .1.|f.ll.'i reverse contrel? What if the
wnions of employees, clerks and demestic servanfs were
invited by a democratic state to vernify the income and ex-
|“:r:nd'zh|m: of capitalists, to publish information en the sub-
ject and to assist the governmeng in cambafing conceal-
ment of incomes! : ST T e

What a furious how] against “spying and miorming’
woald be raised by the bourgecisic! When “masters” con-
trol servants, or when capitalists control workers, this 1s
consideted to be in the nature of things; the private life
of the working and exploited people is net consideted in
violahle. The hourzeoisie are enfitled to ¢all to account any
“wage slave” and at any time to make public his income
and cxpenditure. But if the oppressed attempt (o conts ol
the oppressor, io show up his ncome and expenditure ; to
expose fhis loxurious living even in war-time, when his

hixurious living is directly responsible for armics at H.L

front starving and perishing—oh, no. the bourgeoisie will

not tolerate “epying” and “intorming !

(Ll ot
It 211 boils down to the same thing: the rule of the bour-
enisic ir trrecanciiable with uu]} revoluti mary true democ-




racy. We cannot be revolutionary democrats in the twen-
tieth century and in a capitalist country if we fear lo
advance towards socialism.

Can We Go Forward If We Fear
to Advance Towards Socialism?

What has been said so far may easily arouse the follow-
ing ohjection on the part of a reader who has been brought
up on the current opportunist ideas of the Socialist-Revo-
lutionaries and Mensheviks. Most measures described here,
he may say, are alrcedy in effect socialist and not de-
mocratic measures!

This current objection, one that is usually raised (in one
form or another) in the bourgeois, Socialist-Revolutionary
and Menshevik press, is a reactionary defence of backward
capitalism, a defence decked out in a Struvean garb. It
scems to say that we are not ripe for secialism, that it is
too early to “introduce” gocialism, that our revolution is a
bourgeois revolution and therefore we must be the menials
of the bourgeoisie (although the great bourgeois revolu-
tionaries in France 125 years ago made their revolution a
great revolution by exercising ferror against all oppressors,
landowners and capitalists alike!).

The pseudo-Marxist lackeys of the bourgeoisie, who have
been joined by the Socialist-Revolutionaries and who argue
in this way, do not understand {as an examination of the
theoretical basis of their opinion shows) what imperial-
ism is, what capitalist monopoly is, what the state is, and
what revolutionary democracy is. For anyone who under-
stands this is bound to admit that there can be no advance
except towards socialism.

Everybody talks about imperialism. But imperialism 1s
merely monopoly capitalism,

That capitalism i Russia has also become monopoly
capitalism is sufficiently attesied by the examples of the
Pradugol, thc Prodamet, the Sugar Syndicate. etc. This
Sugar Syndicate is an object-lesson in the way monopoly
capitalism develops into state-monopoly capitalism.

L2,

And what is the state? It is an organisation of the roling
class—in Germany, for instance, of the Junkers and capi-
talists. And therefore what the German Plekhanovs (Schei-
demann, Lensch, and others) call “war-time socialism™
is in fact war-time state-monopoly capitalism, or, to
put it more simply and clearly, war-time penal servitude
for the workers and war-time profection for capitalist
profits.

Now try to substitute for the Junker-capitalist state, for
the landowner-capitalist state, a revolutionary-democratic
state, i.e., a state which in a revolutionary way aholishes
all privileges and does not [ear to introduce the [ullest
democracy in a revolutionary way. You will find that, given
a really revolutionary-democratic state, state-monopoly
capitalism inevitably and unavoidably implies a step, and
more than one step, towards socialism!

For if a buge capitalist undertaking becomes a monop-
oly, it means that it serves the whole nation. If it has
become a state monopoly, it means that the state (ne,
the armed organisation of the population, the workers
and peasants above all, provided there is revolutionar)
democracy) directs the whole undertaking. In whose in-
terest?

Fither in the interest of the landowncrs and capitalists,
in which case we have not a revolutionary-democratic,
but a reactionary-bureaucratic state, an imperialist re-
public.

Or in the interest of revolutionary democracy—and then
il is @ step towards socialtsm.

For socialism is merely the next step forward from state-
capitalist monopoly, Or, in other words, socialism is merely
state-capitalist monopoly which s made lo serve the in-
teresis of the whole people and has to that extent ceased (o
be capitalist monopoly.

There is no middle course here. The objective process
of devclopment is such that it is #mpossible to advance
from monopolies [and the war has magnified their number,
role and importance tenfold) without advancing towards
socialism.




Either we have to be revolutionary democrats in fact, in
which ca

¢ we musl not fear to take steps towards socialism
Or we fear to take steps towards socialism, condemn
them in the Plekhanov, Dan or Chernov way, by areuing
that our revoiution 18 & bourgeois revolution. that social
isin catinog be "1'.'.1'1'=I-'1LI1;L'ti"_. cle,, in which case we inewi
tably sink to the leve]l of Kere 1«1-\ Milyukov and Kornilov,
e, we in @ reqctionary-bin reaucratic way suppress the

"T'{!‘»’-ﬂ|1H‘=.':I“-1'1i11“;' demaoecratic” impdl.".lllewj:s of the workers and

peasants.

There is no middle course.

And therein lies the fundamental contradiction of our
revolution.

Iv is impossible to stand still in history in peneral, and
in war-time 1 particular. We must  either advance or
retreat. It is  @mpossible in twenfieth-century  Russia,
which has won a republic and democracy in a revolutiona-
Yy Way, o go torward without ur'.".lu-.r.r{;';"g Lowards socia-
lism, without taking steps towards it (steps conditioned
and determinad b v the level of lfL}l[]lllL*g\, and culture:
large-scale machine production  cannot be “iatroduced”
i peasant  agriculture nor abolished in the sugar in-

to fear v advance means retreating—which the
Kerenskys, to the delight of the Milyukovs and Plekhanoys,
and with the foolish assistance of the Tseretelis and
Chernoys, are actually doing.

The dialecties of hastory is such thal the war, by extra-
ordinarily expediting the transformation of munopoly capi-
talism into state-r monopoly capitalism, has thereby extra
ordinarily adyvanced mankind towards socialism.

Imperialist war is the eve of soclalist revolution. And
this not only hecause the horrors of the war pive rise to
proletarian revolt—no rfevolt can bring about socialism
unless the economic econditions for socialism are ripe—bhut
because slate-monopoly capitalism is a complete material
preparation for socialism, the #hreshold ol socialism, a
rung on the ladder of history between which and the ru
called socialism there are no intermediale rugs.
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{ur Sooalisi-Revolutivmaries and Mensheviks approach

the question of socialism in a doctrinaire way, [rom the
standpoint of a doctrine fearnt by heart but poorly under-
They picture socizlisin as some remole, unkuown

and dim [uture

But socialism is now gazing at us from all the windows
of modern capitalism; socialism 15 outlined divectly. practa-
vally, by every important measure that constitutes a forward
shep on the basis of this moedern capitalism.

What 1s universal Isbour conseription?

[t 15 a step forward on the basis of modern monope
capitalism, a step towards

the regulation of economic life
as a whole, in accordance with a cerfain general plan, a
step towards the econemy of national labour and towards
the prevention of its senseless wastage by capitalism.

[n Germany it is the Junkers (landowners) and capital-
ists who arc introducing universal labour conscription, and
therefore it inevitably becomes war-time penal servitude
f(]'l' th(_‘ WOTKETS.

But take the same institution and think over its signil-
icance in a revolutionary-democratic state, Universal labou
conscription, inlreduced, regulated and directed by the
poviets of Workers', Soldiers’ and Peasants DL‘PL'tiC'i, will

still niot be socialism, bul it will ae longer be capitalism. It
will ke a tremendous séep fowards socialism, a step from
whach, if complete democracy is preserved. there can no
]:'lr:lc;f;a e any retreat back to l';ilﬁl.;ﬂ'ls'nl, without Uiy paral-
leled violence being committed against the masses.

The Struggle Against Economic
(‘xhaﬁamnaaud the Waxr

A consideration of lhe measures to avert the impending
calastrophe brings us to another supremely important gues-
tion, narhely, the connection between home and foreign
poli or, in other words, the relation between 4 war of
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conquest, an imperialist war, and a revoluiionary, proletar-
ian war, between a criminal predatory war and a just
democratic war.

All the measures to avert catastrophe we have described
would, as we have already stated, greatly enhance the de-
fence potential,
the country. That, on the one hand. On the other hand,
these measures cannot be put into effect without turning
the war of conquest into a just war, turning the war waged
by the capitalists in the interests of the capitalists into 2
war waged by the proletariat in the interests of all the
working and exploited people.

And, indeed, nationalisation of the banks and syndicates,
taken in conjunction with the abolition of commercial
secrecy and the establishment of workers’ control over the
capitalists, would not only imply a tremendous saving of
national labeur, the possibility of economising forces and
means, but would also 1mply an improvement in the condi-
tions of the working masses, of the majority of the popu
lation, As cves \fbud}? knows, cconomic organisation is of
decisive importance in modern warfare. Russia has enough
grain, coal, oil and iron; in this respect, we are in a better
position than any of the belligerent European countries.
And given a struggle against economic chaos by the mea-
sures indicated above, enlisting popular initiative in this
struggle, mmproving the people’s conditions, and national-
ising the banks and syndicales, Russia could use her
revolution and her democracy to raise the wheole coun-
try to an incomparably higher level of economic organi-
sation.

If instead of the “coalition™ with the bourgeoisie, which
is hampering every measure of control and sabotaging
production, the Socialist-Revelutionaries and Mensheviks
had in April effected the transfer of power to the Soviets
and had directed their efforts not to playing at “ministerial
leapfrog”, not to burcaucratically occupying, side by side
with the Cadets, mimisterial, deputy-ministerial and similar
posts, but to puiding the workers and peasants in their
control over the capitalists, in their war against the capi-

0,
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i other words, the military might of

talists, Russia would now be a country completely trans-
formed economically, with the land in the hands of the
peasants, and with the banks nationalised, i.e., would E‘O
that extent (and these are tht:_mc:;. unportant economic
bases of modern life) be swperior to all other capitalist
countries,

The delence potential, the military might,

of a country
whose banks have been natienalised is superior to that of
The mili-
L peasant country whose land is m the hands
of peasanl conumittees is \rffumu tu that of a country
W hr.-:_ land 15 in the hands of landowners. ...

a country whose banks remain in private hands
tary might of 2

Written Heptiember 10-14

[23-24), IN7

Publizhed at the end of Octoker 197 lr'f“.'rn' I ks,
in pamiphler form by Priboi Publishers Vol. 35, pp. 5323-24,
[Petrograd) 39761



From THE TASKS OF THE REVOLUTION

Struggle Against Famine
and Economic Ruin

5. The Soviet Government must immediately. introduce
workers' control of production and distribution on a na-
tion-wide scale, Experience since May 6 has shown that in
the absence of such control all the promises of reforms and
attempts to introduce them are powerless, and famine, ac-
companicd by unprecedented catastrophe, is becoming a
greater menace fo the whole country week by week.

It 13 necessary to nationalise the banks and the lnsurance
business immediately. and also the most important branches
of mdustry (oil, coal, metallurgy, sugar, etc), and at
the same time, to abolish commmercial secrets and to estab-
lish unrelaxing supervision by the workers and peasants
over the negligible minority of capitalists who wax rich
on governmenl confracts and evade accounting and just
taxation of their profits and property.

Such measures, which do not deprive either the middle
peasants, the Cossacks or the small handicraftsmen of a
single kopek, are urgently needed for the siruggle against
famine and are absolute hr just because they distribute the
burdens of the war equitably. Only after capitalist plunder

has been curbed and the deliberate sabotage of production
has been stopped will it be possible to work for an improve-
ment in labour pn_-tluunliy, introduce unniversal Iabour
conscription and the proper exchange of grain for manuo-
factured goods, and teturn to the Treasury thousands of

Gk

millions in paper money now being hoarded by the

rich.

Without such measores, the asholition of the Janded
estates without campmmt*@n is also impossible, for the
major part of the cstates is mortgaged to the banks, so that
the interests of the landowners and capitalists are insepa-

rably linked up. . ..
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From the Article CAN THE BOILSHEVIKS
RETAIN STATE POWER?

The chief difhculty facing the proletarian revolution 1s
the establishment on a country-wide scale of the most pre-
cise and most conscientious accounfing and contral, of
!

workers  confral of the Pl‘{}if.ucii.uu and. distribution  of

ﬂ'q’rs](},.ﬂ.

When the writers of Nowvaye Zhizn argucd that in ad-
vaneing the slogan “workers' control” we were slipping into
gyndicalism, this areument was an example of the stupid
school-boy method of applying “Marxism” without study-
ing it, just learnirg i by rote in the Strove manner. Syndi-
calism etther repudiates the revolutionary dictatorship of
the proletariat, or else relegates if, as it does pr-h ical power
m general, to a back seat. We, however, put it in the fore-
front. 1f we simply say in unison with the Noveya Zhizn
writers: nof. workers” control fud state control, il is ‘\EIlH}_J].'\'
a bourpeois-reformist phrase; it is, in essence;, a purely
Cadet formula, because the Cadets have no Db]CClluJ to
the workers participating in “state” control. The Kornilov-
ite Cadets know perfectly well that such p;-f'ficip'i‘rinn
offers the f]sLlIIU[lllhit‘ the hest way of foalin w the workers,
the most subtle way of politically &ribing all the Gvozdyovs,
Nikitins, Prokopoviches, Tseretelis and the rest of that
ang,

When we say: “workers' control”, always juxlaposing
this slogan to dictatorship of the ph_lct.ﬂnat, always put-
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ting it immediately after the latter, we thereby explain
what kind of state we mean. The state {5 the organ of x'fum‘
domination, (f which elass? I of the bourgeoisie, then

s the Cadet-Kornilov-"Kerensky™ state which bas I'r‘:en
“Kornilovising™ and “Kerenskyising” the working people
of Russia for more than six months. If it is of the proletar-
jat, if we are speaking of a proletarian state. thaf s, of
the proletarian dictatorship, then wr'-rkers; control can. he-
come the country—wide, all-embracing, ommipresent, most
preci ise and most conscicntious m;urwri*n- of the produc-
tion and distribution of goods.

This is the chief difficulty, the chiel task that faces the
proletarian, . socialist. revolution. Without the Soviets,
this g,gvt.]u would he impracticable, at least in Russia. The
Sovicts indicaie to the 7__11'[3_1 sariat the organisational work
which car solve this historically important problem,

This brings us fo anothér aspect of the guestion of the
state apparates. In addition to the chiefly “oppressive”™ ap-
paratus—the standing army, the police and the bureau-
cracy—the modern state L,Uﬁk[-*F-?--'*- an apparatus which has
extremely close connections with the banks and syndicatcs.
an apparatus which performs an  enormous amount of
accounting and registration work, if it may be expressed
this way. This apparatus must not, and should not. be
smashed. It must be wrested from the control of the capi-
talists: the capitalists and the wires they pull must be cut
off, lopped off, chopped away from this apparatus; it must
be subordineled to the proletarian Seviets; it must be ex-
panded, made more comprehensive, and nation-wide. And
this cen be done by utilising the achievements already
made by large-scale capitalism {in the same way as the
proletarian revolution can, in peneral, reach its goal only
by utilising these achicvements).

Capitalism has created an accounting apperaius - the
shape of the banks, syndicates, puaL...J SEIVICE, CONSHErs
societies, and office cmlluvc:: * unions. Elithount hig banks
socialism would be im J:I.rsﬂ&fe‘

The big banks are the “state apparatus” which we need
to brmng about socialism, and which we toke ready-made




from capitalism; our task here is merely to lop off what
capitalistically mulilates this excellent apparatus, to make
1t evén ligger, even more democralic, even moere compre-
hensive. Quantity will be transformed into quality, A single
State Bank, the biggest of the big, with branches in every
rural district, in every factory, will constitute as much
as nine-tenths of the sociglist apparatus. This will be coun-
try-wide book-fieeping, country-wide wecounting of the
production and distribution of goods, this will be, so to
speak, something in the nature of the skeleton of socialist
Siii‘lﬁ_;L:!'.

We can “lay hiold of " and “sel in motion” this “state ap-
paratus” (which is not fully a state apparatus under capi
talism, but which will be so with us, under socialism)
at one stroke, by a single decree, because the actwal work
of book-keeping, control, registering, accounting and
counting is performed by emgpiloyees, the majority of whom
themselves lead a proletarian or semi-proletarian exis-
icnce,

By a single decrce of the proletarian government these
employees can and mus{ be transferred to the status of
state employees, in the same way as the watchdogs of capi-
talism like Briand and other bourgeois ministers, by a single
deeree, transfer railwaymen on strike to the status of state
employees. We shall nced many more state employees of
thiz kind, and more can be obtained. because capitalism has
simplified the work of accounting and control, has reduced
it to a comparatively simple system of book-keeping, which
any literate person can do.

The conversion of the hank, syndicate, commercial, efc.,
cte., rapk-and-file employees into state employees is quite
feasible both techmically (thanks to the preliminary work
performed for us by capitalism, including finance capital-
ism) and politically, provided the Sowvicis exercise control
and supéervision.

As for the higher officials; of whom there are very few,
but who gravitate towards the capitalists, they will have
to be dealt with in the samec way as the capitalists, ie.,
“severely”. Like the capitalists, they will offer resistance.
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This resistance will have to be broken, and if th_t; IHMNOL-
{ally-naive Peshekhonow, as early as June 1917, hspe_.l'[ like
the infant that he was in state :11'}';{”'5._ that "Hlf: resistance
of the capitalists has heen broken™, this childish [J]LL'ELS{:,_,
this childish boast, this childish swagger, will be converted
by the proletarial into realiy. : ,
" We can do this, for it is merely a question ot breaking
the resistance of an insignificant minority of the popula-
tion, literally a handful of people, over each of whom the
emnlovees’ unions, the trade unions, the consumers’ soci-
eties and the Soviets will institute such supervision that
every Tit Titveh will be surrounded as the French were
at Sedan® We know these Tit Tityches by name: we only
have. to consult the lists of directors, bpard members, large
shareholders. ete. There are several hundyed, at most sever-
al {housand of them in the whale of Russia, and the prole-
tarian state, with the apparatus of the Soviets, of the em-
ployees’ unions, ete., will be able to appoint ten or even a
hundred supervisers to each of them, so I:hat ingtead of
“hreaking resistance” it may even be pessible, by means
of workers” contrel (over the capitalists), to make -all resis-
tance fmpossibie. M \
The important thing will not be even the confiscation of
the capitalists’ property, but country-wide, all-embracing
workers' control over the capitalists and their possible
supporters. Confiscation alone leads nuw}n:.re. as 1t (Jnm 1:_1'-[
contain the element of organisation, of accounting io0v
proper distribution, Instead of {;UJ_lﬂs{_:a:iuu, we cmu_i-.’i
easily impose a foir tax (even on the Shingaryov sca e, ]l:-r'
instance), taking care, of course, to preclude the possibility
of anyone evading asscssment, concealing the truth, evad-
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ing the law. And this possibility can be eliminated only by
the workers' control of the werkers’ state. ‘
Comfpulsory syndicalion, ie., -.f-:'nﬂp}ﬂsi_}ry :J.TII:L].H‘;i:.ﬂ_IlE:i‘il“.-!‘I
in associations under state control—this is what capitalism
has prepared the way for, this is what has been carried out
in Germany by the [unkers' state, this is what can be ftili':ll}'
carried out in Russia by the Soviets, by the proletarian
dictatorship, and this is what will provide ws with a " state
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apparalus” that will be universal, up-to-date, and non-
burcavcratic.*

I'he foarth plea of the counsels for the bourscoisic is
that the proletariat will not be able “to set the state ap-
paratus in motion”, There is nothing new in this plea eom-
pared with the preceding ome. We could not. of course,
either lay hold of or set in motion the old apparatus. The
new apparatus, the Soviets, has afready been set in mofion
by “a mighty burst of creative e¢nthusiasm that stems from
the people themselves”, We only have to free it from the
shackles put on it by the domination of the Socialist-Revo-
hutionary and Menshevik leaders. This apparatus is already
in motion: we only have to free it from the monstrous.
petty-bourgeois impediments preventing it from goine full
speed ahead, '

Two circumstances must be considered hore to supple
ment what has already been said. In the lirst place, the new
means of control have been created not by us, but by capi-
talism in its military-imperialist stage: and in the seeond
place, it is important to introduce more democracy into the
aelrnanislration of a proletarian state. 4

The grain monopoly and bread rationing were introduced
not by us, but by the capitalist state in war-time. It had
already introduced universal labour conseription within the
framework of capitalism, which is war-time penal servi-
tnde for the workers, But here oo, as in all its history-
making activities, the proletariatl takes its weapons from
capitalism and does not “mvent” or “create them out of
nothing”,

The gram monopoly, bread ratiening and labour con-
scription in the hands of the proletarian state, in the hands
of .«.m-EI'ﬁigl‘t 'Sn‘.-'it':lﬁ, will be the mos 1](]\‘u’§_‘i'_‘l‘l_|: means of

pamphlct: The
[See pp. 59-97 of thiz b
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accounting and control, means which, applied to the capi-
talists, and to the rich in peneral, applied to them by the
workers, will provide a force unprecedented in history for
“eettine the state apparatus in mation’, for overcoming
the resistance of the capitalists, for subordinating them to
the proletarian state. These means of control and of com-
pelling people to work will be more potent than the laws
of the Convention and its guillotine. The guillotine only ter-
rorised, only broke active resistance. For ws this i5s not
enough.

For us, this s oot enough, Wy must not only “terrorise”

the capitalists, i.c., make them feel the omnipotence of the
i

proletarian state and give up all idea of actively resisting
it. We must also break passtoe resistance, which 18 undoubt-
edly more dangerous and harmful. We must not only break
resistance of every kind. We must also compal the cqpital-
ists to work within the frameworl of the new stute organi-
sation. [t is not encogh to “remowve” the capilalists; we
must (after removing the undesirable and incorrigibl
sisters™) employ them wn the seviice of the new stafe
applies both to the capatalists and to the upper sect
the bourgeols intellectuals, olbice employees, ete

And we have the means to do this. The means and instru-

talist state in the war. These means are the grain monopoly,
bread rationing and labour conscription. “He who does not
work, neither shall he eat”—this is the fundamental, the
first and most imporiant rule the Soviets of Workers'
Deputies can and will introduce when they become the
ruling power.

Every worker has a work-book, This book does not de-
grade him, although ai fresent it is undoubtedly a docu-
ment of capitalist wage-slavery, certifying that the work-
man belongs to some site.

The Soviets will introduce work-books for the rick anc
then ;-:I_'f'udu;;_ﬂb; for = whole population (in a
eountry work-books will probably not be needed for a long
time for the overwhelming majority ol the peasants). The
work-book will cease to he the badge of the




herd™, & document of the "lower” orders, a certificate of
wage-slavery. It will beeame a document certifying that in
the new society there are no longer any “workmen”, nor,

the other hand, are there any longer men whe do noi
wark.

The rich will be obliged to get a work-book from the
workers’ or office employees’ union with which their oc-
cupation: is most closely connected, and every weck, or
other definite fixed period, they will have to get from that
union a certificate to the effect that they are performing
their work conscientiously; without this they will not bhe
able to receive bread ration cards or provisions in general,
The proletarian state will say: we need good orgamisers of
anking and the amalgamation of cntcrprises (in this mat-
ter the capitalists have more experience, and it 15 casier to
work with cxperienced people), and we need far, far more
engineers, agronomists, technicians and scientifically trained
specialists of every kind than were needed before. We
shall give all these specialists work to which they are ac-
customed and which they can cape with; in all probability
we shall nfroduce complete wage equality only gradually
and shall pay these specialists higher salaries during the
transition ]__-L'L'iud We shall g]aLu.‘ them, however, L,:IJ.{].I.;I
comprehensive: workers' control and we shall achieve the
complete and absolute operation of the rule “He who does
not work, peither shall he eat”. We shall not invent the
ogranmisational form of the work, but take it ready-made
fiom capitalism—we shall take over the banks, syndicazes.
the best factories. experimental stations, academies, and
forth: all that we shall have to do is to borrow the best
madels furnished by the advanced countries.

Of course, we alm_ not in the least descend to a utopia,
we are nof, deserting the seil of mest sober, practical rea-

son when we say ﬂmL the entire E'.-l|__1' talist class wall offe
the most stubborn resistance, but this resistance will be
broken by the organisation of the cntirc population in
Soviets. Thase capitalists who are exceptionally stubbern
andl recaleitrant will, of course, have to be punished by
the confiscation of their whole property and by imprison-
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meint. On the other hand, however, the victory of the prole-
tamat will bring about an incremse in the number of casecs
of the kind that I read about in today's [lzvestig for

example:

o September 20, two éngineers came to the Central Council of

Faciory: Gomn
to torm a

n ol socialist

present fime i acteally the begion
p] ees itsclf 4t the dispesal of the worki ng peop

ittees to rcport that a group of engmeers had decided
"|\-1'i|1r'r'".l: The ntan helhieves that the

I||- -ii-(‘. \|J-"I ] Tt\'l']ll orn II|'[

Ie, desiring, n defence

af the workers inferests, fo work in complete unity with “ihe workers'
organisations. The representabives of the Ceniral Councl of Faclory
Cotnmitiocs answer -::d that the Couacil will gladiy set up o its organisa-

tion nn Eupgineers
main theses of the

ction which will embody in ifs programme the
st Conference of Haetory Commi tices on workers

conlrol’ over prodoction. A joint meeting of uu.u_u_.,.U-_.~J of the Centzal

Council of Facto
engineers will be held wit
tember 27, 18917.]
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DRAFT REGULATIONS ON WORKERS' CONTROL™

1. tllorkers’ contro! over the production, storage, pur-
chase and sale of all products and raw materials shall be
infroduced in all industrial, commercial, banking, agricul-
tural and other enterprises employing nol less than fhive
waorkers and office employees (together), or with an annual
turnover ol not less than 10,000 rubles.

2. Workers' control shall be exercised by all the workers

and office employecs of an enterprise, cither directly, if the
enterprise is small enough to permit it or through their
¢lected representatives, who shall be clected immediately
at general meefings, at which minutes of the elections shall
be taken and the names of those elected communicated 1o
the government and to the local Soviets of Workers'. Sol
diers’ and Peasants’ Deputies,

8. Unless permigsion 18 given by the elected representa-
tives of the workers and office employees, the suspension
of work ol an enterprise or an mdustrial establishment of
state Importance (see Glavse 7), or any ¢
tion, 15 stinctly prohibited.

4. The elected representatives shall be given access to
gil books and documents and to ofl warehouses and stocks
of materials, instruments and products, without exception.

5. The decisions of the elected representatives of the
workers and office employees are binding upon the owners
of enterprises and may be annulled only by trade unions
amd their congresses,

lange in its opera:
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6. In all enterpriscs of state importance gl owners and
all representatives of the workers and office cmployees
glectedd for the purpose of exercising workers” control shall
he answerable to the state for the maintenance of the
strictest order amd |'|'|fa'(‘ij_‘11i':|f: anied for the 11r|_|t|.‘:_'l,1|_;ua1 of
property. Persons guilty of dereliction of duty. concealment
of stocks, accounts, ete,, shall be punished by the conhsca
tion of the whole of their property and by imprisonment
for a term of up to five yvears.

7. By enterprises of state importance are meant all enter-
prises working fer defence, or in any way connected with
the manufacture of articles necessary for the existence of
the masses of the population.

8. More detailed rules on workers’ conirol shall be drawn
up by the local Sovicts of Workers' Deputies and by con-
ferences ol [actory committees, and alse by commiitees ol
olfice ¢mployces at gencral meetings of their representa-
tives,

Writtea Qctober 24 or 27

(November 8 or 9], 1817

First published in 1929 in the
eseomd and third editions of Tenin's
Collected oy, YVal, XX




TO THE POPULATION

Comrades—workers, soldiers, peasants and all working
peaple!

The workers” and peasants’ revolution has defimtely
triumphed in Petrograd, having dispersed or arrested the
last remnants of the small number of Cossacks deccived by
Kerensky. The revolution has triumphed in Moscow teo.
Even before the arrival of a number of troop trains dis-
patched from Petrograd. the officer cadets and other Kor-
nilovites in Moscow signed peace terms—the disarming of
the cadets and the dissolution of the Committee of Salva-
tion2

Daily and hourly reports are coming in from the front
and from the villages announcing the support of the over-
whelming majority of the soldiers in the trenches and the
peasants i the uyezds for the mew government and its
decrees on peace and the immediate transfer of the land
to the peasants. The victory of the workers' and peasants’
revolution is assured because the majority of the people
have already sided with it.

It is perfectly understandable that the landowners and
capitalists, and the fop groups of office employees and civil
servants closely linked with the bourgecisie, in a word, all
the wealthy and those supportine them, react to the new
revolution with hostility, resist its victory, threaten to close
the banks, disrupt or bring to a standstill the work of the
dilferent establishments, and hamper the revolution m
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every way, openly or covertly, Every politically-conscious
worker was well aware that we would inevitably encounter
resistance of this kind. The entire Party press of the Bol-
sheviks has writtenr about this on numerous occasions. Nof,
for a single minute will the working classes be intimidated
by this resistance; they will not falter in any way before the
threats and strikes of the supporters of the bourgeoisie.

The majority of the people are with us. The majority of
the working and oppressed people all over the world are
with us. Ours is the cauwse of justice. Our viclory is
agsured,

The resistance of the capifalists and the high-ranking
employees will be smashed. Not a single person will he
deprived of his property except under the special state law
proclaiming nationalisation of the banks and syndieates.
This law 13 being drafted. Not one of the working people
will suffer the loss of a kopck: on the comtrary, he will he
helped, Apart from the sirictest accounting and control,
apart from levying the sef taxes in full the government hag
ng intention of introducing any other measure,

In support of thess just demands the wvast majority of
the people have rallicd avound the Provisional Workers'
and Peasants’ Government,

Comrades, w\r'l_l["';i]'::g |.1=.:1;~l.!1:..| Remember that now W
vourselies are at the helm ol state. No one witl help you
if you vourselves do not umite and take into your hands
all affairs of the state, Your Soviets are from now on the
organs of state anthority, legislative bodies with full powers.

H.'LH"-,* around your Soviets. Strengthen them (Get on with
the job yourselves; begin right at the bottom, do not wait
for ‘anyene. Establish the sirictest revolutionary law and
arder, mercilessly suppress any attempls to create anarchy
by drunkards, hooligans, counter-revolulionary officer
Cadets, Kornilovites and their like.

Ensure the strictest control over production and account-
g of products. Arrest and hand over to the revolutionary
courts all who dare to injure the people’s cause, irrespec-
tive of whether the injury is manifested in sabotaging pro-
duction (damage, delay and subversion), or in hoarding
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grain and l.J:uduL'L:-' ar holding up ﬁhi]JlnL'.llﬁS of grain, dis-
organising the railways and the postal, telegraph and tele
phone services, or any resistance whatever to the great
caust ot peace, the cause of transferring the land to the
peasants, of ensuring workers’ control over the production
and distribution of products,

Comrades, workers, soldiers, peasants and all working

people! Take afl power into the hands of wyour Soviets. Be
watchful and guard like the apple of vour eye vour land,
gramn, lactories, equipment, products, transport—all that
from now onwards will be emiirely your property, public
property. Gradually, with the consent and approval of the
majority of the peasants, in keeping with their practical
experience and that of the workers, we shall go forward
firmly and wnswervingly to the victory of socalism—a
victory that will be scaled by the advanced workers of the
most eivilised countries, bring the peoples lasting peace
and liberate them from all oppression and exploitation.

& Ulyanow (lenin),
o1 . " e " = - - - hic
Chamrman of the Council of ]_'h_"ul_ﬂg;b Clomimssars
Navember 5, 1917,
Petrograd

Provdy Na, 4 Livening  edition).
November 19 (8}, 1917

THESES FOR A LAW ON THE CONFISCATION
OF APARTMENT AND TENEMENT HOUSES®

1) Al land (urban) shall become the property of the
nation,

2) Houses which are systematically let to tenants shall
be confiscated and become the property of the nation.

3) Owners of houses that are nmot let to tenants shall,
pending the decision of the Constituent Assembly, remain
in possession without any change in their rights of owner-
SIIIFIT,

4) Several-months compensation (2 to 3 months) to
owners of confiscated houses who can prove their. ..

5) Rent shall ke collected by (whom?) the Souviets (paid
inio the current accounts of the Soviets).

6] Building committees (the frade unions-building of-
fices) shall take charge also of house supplies (fuel, etc).

1) Rent payment to come in force immediately.

8) The building and house committees shall come into
force gradually as and when they are set up by the trade
unions and the Soviets.

9) The heating of the houses and their normal upkeep
shall be the duty of the house committees and other insti-
tutions (frade unions, Soviets, fuel depariments of the town
council, etc.),

‘f-l‘a"l'illt:l November 20
[December 3), 1917

Fivst published in 15933 in
Lenin  Misesilany XXI

® The sentence 15 unfinished.—Ed.

Collected tWorks,
Vol. 42, p. 89
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TO A. G, SHLYAPNIKOV
AND F.E. DZERZHINSKY

Comrade Shlyapnikov and Comrade Dzerzhinsky

The heare-.r', Comrade Vorobyov, a delegate from the
Urals, has excellent references [rom his local or ganisatinn,
In the Urals, there is a most acute problemi. The boards of
the Urals works here (with offices in Petrograd) should be
arrested  immediately, threatened with qjcwlutmml},
court procecdings for bringing about a crisis in the Urals,
while all the works in the Urals should be confiscated.
Draw up a draft decree as soon as possible,

Lenm

Wiritten at the cod of Movemibher

(beginning of December), 1917

First published Apnil 22, 1920 Gollected lorks
in the newspaper Uralsky Redochy Vol. 36, 1. 150
{Yekaterinburg) No. 95

REPORT ON THE ECONOMIC CONDITION
OF PETROGRAD WORKERS AND THE TASKS
OF THE WORKING CLASS, DELIVERED
AT A MEETING OF THE WORKERS' SECTION
OF THE PETROGRAD SOVIET OF WORKERS'
AND SOLDIERS’ DEPUTIES

DECEMBER 4 (17), 1817

Wewspaper Report

The Revolution of October 25 had shown the exceptional
palitical maturity of the proletariat and its ability to stand
firin in opposition to the bourgenisie, said the speaker. The
{1unpi~:‘;t¢ \r‘it“.i_u:u‘}' ol socialism, however, would require a
tremendous organisational effort filled with the knowledge
that the proletarial must become the ruling class.

The proletariat was faced with the tasks of transforming
the state system on socialist lines, for no matter how easy
it would be to cite arguments in tavour of a middle course
siich a course would be insignificant, the eountry’s econom-
ic sitnation having reached a state that would rule out any
middle course. There was no place left for half-measures
i the gigantic struggle against imperialism and capitalism.

The point at issue was—win or lose.

The workers should and did understand this: this was
obvious because they had rejected half-way, compromise
decisions, The more profound the revolution, the greater
the number of active workers required to .Lu_uu.lphsl the
replacement of capitalism by a socialist machinery. Even
if there were no sabotage, the forces of the peity bour-
geoisie would be inadequate. The task was one that could
pe accomplished only by drawing on the masses, only by
the iT‘tdF‘pt‘:riricnl ﬂi:ti'-.'at:,' of the masses. The 1::':)1|:’1,;]r5:-1!'.._
therefore, should not think of improving its position at the
moment, but should think of becoming the ruling class. It
could not be expected that the rural proletariat would be
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clearly and frmly conscious of its own interests. Only the
working class could be, and every proletarian, conscious of
the great prospects, should feel himself to be a leader and
carry the masses with him.

The proletariat should become the ruling class in the
sense of being the leader of all who work: it should be
the ruling class politically.

The prejudice that only the bourgeoisie could run the
state must be fought againsl. The proletariat must take the
rule of the state upon itself.

The capitalists were doing everything they could fo
complicate the tasks of the working class. And all working-
class organisations—irade unions, factory committees and
others—would have to conduct a determined struggle in
the economic sphere. The bourgecisie was spoiling every
thing, sabotaging everything, in order to wreck the work-
ing-class revolution. And the tasks of organising produc-
tion devolved entirely on the working class. They should
do away, cnce and for all, with the prejudice that state
affairs or the management of banks and factories were
bevond the power of the workers. All this could be solved
only by tremendous day-to-day vrganisational work.

It was essential to organise the exchange of products
and introduce regular accounting and control—these were
tasks for the working class, and the knowledge necessary
for their accomplishment had been provided by [actory
life.

Every factory committee should concern itself not only
with the affairs of its own [actory, but should also be an
orgamisation nucleus helping arrange the life of the state
as a whole.

It was casy to issue a decree on the abolition of private
property, but it must and could be implemented only by
the workers themselves. Let there be mistakes—they would
be the mistakes of a new class ereating a new way of life.

I'here was net and could not be a delinite plan for the
organisation of economic life.

Nobedy could provide one. But it could be done from
below, by the masses, through their experience. Instruc-
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tions would, of course, be given and ways would be mndicat-
ed. but it was necessary to begin simultaneously from
above and from below.

The Soviets would have to become bodies regulating all
production in Russia, but in order that they should not
hecome staff headquarters without troops, work in  the
lower echelons was needed. .. ¥

The working-class masses must set about the organisa-
tion of control and production on a country-wide scale. Not
the organisation of individuals, but the organisation of a.H_
the working people, would be a guarantee of SUCCEss: if
they achieved that, il they organised cconomic life, every-
thing opposing them would disappear ol its own accord.

Colleeted  Tlarks,
Vol, 26, pp. 564-66

Pravde No. 2058,

Becember 20 (7], 1817

and Soldatshava Provda Mo, 104,
December 14, 1917

¥ Several illegible words were pmittell —Ed




SPEECH ON THE NATIONALISATION

OF THE BANKS DELIVERED AT A MEETING
OF THE ALL-RUSSIA CENTRAL EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

DECEMBER 14 (27), 19173

Minates

The last speaker tried to intimidate us by asserling that
we are heading towards an abyss, towards certain destrue-
tion. There is, however, nuthing new for us in this intimi-
dation. Nowaya Zhizn, the newspaper that expresses the
views of the group to which the speaker™ belongs, said
before the October days that our revelution would bring
nothing bul disorders and anarchic rints. Talk zbout our
travelling the wrong road is, therefore, a rellection of bour-
geois psychelogy that even disinterested people cannot met
rid of. {Unice [rom among the internationalists: “Dema
eogy!”) No, that is not demagogy, it is your constant talk of
the axe that is real demagogy.

The measures proposed in the decree are only an effec-
tive way ol ensuring control,

You speak of the intricacy of the machinery, of its
fragility and of the involved nature of the problem—these
are elementary truths that everybody is aware of. But if
these troths are merely used to put a brake on all socialist
undertakings, we say that anyone who takes that line is a
demagogue, and a dangerous demagogue at that.

We want to begin an inventory of the vaults, but the
learned specialists tell us there is nothing in them but
documents and securities. Then what is there bad ahont
representatives of the people checking them?

If what they say is true, why do those same learned
specialists who cnticise us not come oul with it openly?
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Whenever the Courncil makes decisions they declare that
they agree with us, but only 1 principle. This is the way of
the bourgeois intelligentsia, of all conciliators who ruin
evervthing with their constant agreement in principle and
disagreement in practice.

[f you know so much about all these things and have
the experience, why don't you help us, why do we meet
with nothing but sabotage from you in our difficult task?

You procced from a correct scientific theory, but for us
theory forms the basis of actions to be undertaken, it gives
s conlidence in those actions and does not scare the life
out of us. Of course it is difficult to make a beginning and
we often come up apainst frapile things; nevertheless we
have coped with them, are coping with them and shall
continue to cope with them.

If book-learning were to serve no other purpose than
that of hampeting every new step and instilling eternal fear
of the new, it wonld he useless.

Nobody, with the exception of the utopian socialists, has
ever asserted that wvictory s possible without resistance,
without the dictatorship of the proletariat and without
seizing the old world in an iron grip.

You accepted this dictatorship in principle, but when
that word is translated into Russian, called an “iron grip”’
and applied in practice, you warn us of the fragility and
involved nature of the matter.

You stubbornly refuse to see that the iron hand that
destroys also ercates. It s am undoubted advantage to us
4] ..\‘-{f_'l OVEeET fIUI]] ]:ll'.ll!['l]llllt'.“'l i'} l]t’lt]ﬂ.

To effect control we have called upon the bankers and
together with them have elaborated measures that they
agreed tp, so that lnans could be obtained under [ull control
and properly accounted for. Bul there are people among
the bavk employees who have the interests of the people
at heart and who have told us: “They are deceiving you,
make haste and check their eriminal activity that is directly
harmful to you.” And we did make haste.

We realise that this is an involved measure. None of us,
even those who are tramed economists, will undertake to
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carry it out, We shall invite the specialists who are engaged
in that work, but only when we have the keys in our own
hands. Then we ghall even be able to draw advisers from
the former millionaires. We invite anybody who wants
to work as long as he does not try to reduce every revolu-
tionary enterprise to mere words: that is something we
shall not stand for. We use the words “dictatorship of the
proletariat” in all geriousness and we shall effect that
dictatorship.

We wanted to take the line of agreement with the banks,
we gave them loans to finance factories, but they carried
out sabotage on an unprecedented scale, and practical ex-
perience has forced us to adopt other measures of control.

A comrade from the Left Socialist-Revolutionaries™ has
said that in principle they would vete for the immediate
nationalisation of the banks and afterwards work out prac-
tical measures in the shorlest possible time. But he was
wrong n that, because our draft does not contain anvthing
but principles. The Supreme Economic Council is waiting
to discuss them, but if the decree is not approved the banks
will immediately deo everything to further disrupt  the
ecanomy.

The adoption of the decree is urgent, otherwise opposi-
tion and sabotage will ruin us. (Stormy applause.)

Provda Mo, 218, Collected Tlorhs,
December 29 (16), 1917 Val 26, ppe 338-90
and Jevestia No, 253,

Decenmiber 16, 1917

DRAFT DECREE ON THE NATIONALISATION
OF THE BANKS AND ON MEASURES NECESSARY
FOR ITS IMPLEMENTATION

The eritical food situation and the threat of famine
caused by the profitcering and sabotage of the capitalists
and officials, as well as by the peneral economic ruin, make
it imperative to adopt extraordinary revolutionary mea-
sures to combat this evil.

To enable all citizens of the state, and in the first place
all the working classes, i undertake this struggle under
the leadership of their Sovicts of Workers', Soldiers’ and
Peasants’ Depulies. and normalise the country's econemic
fife immediately and comprehensively, stopping at nothing
and acting in the most revolutionary manner, the [ollow-
ing regulations are decreed:

Diraft Decree on the Nationalisation of the
Banks and on Measures Necessary
for Its Implemeniation

1. All joint-stock companics are proclaimed the property
of the state.

2. Members of boards and directors of joint-stock com
panies, as well as all sharcholders belonging to the wealthy
classes (i.e., possessing property to the value of over 5,000

rubles or an imeome exceeding 500 rubles per month),
shall be ohliged to continue to conduct the affairs of these
enterprises 1 good order, observing the law on workers'
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control, presenting all shares to the State Bank and sub-
mitting to the local Soviets of Whorkers', Soldiers’ and Peas-
ants’ Depulies weekly reports on their activities,

8. State loans, foreign and domestic, are annulled fabro-
gated).

The in‘rcrﬁ!w of small holders of bords and all kinds

of s!n*m » holders belonging to the working classes of -

the ]m]m ation, shi all be fully guaranteed.

Universal labour conscription is introduced. All citi-
zens of both sexes between the ages of sixteen and fifty-
five shall be obliged to perform work assizned to them lw
the laocal Soviets of Tﬂnrkﬂt, Soldiers' and Peasants
Deputics, or by ather bodies of Soviet power.

As a first step towards the introduction of universal
labour conscription, it is decreed that members of the
wealthy  classes (see e;‘h shall be obliged to keep, and have
entries properly made in, ¢consumer-worker books, or work-

‘Fnu_.gd books, which must be presented to the appro-
priate workers' organisations or to the local Soviels and
their bodies for weekly recording of the petformance of
1.-.r! k undertaken by cach.

For the purpose of proper accounting and distribu-
1'|r:-n of food and other necessities, every citizen of the stale
shall be obliged to join a consumers’ society. The food
boards, committecs of \l]]!il ies and other similar organi-
sations, as well as the railway and transport unions, shall,
under the direetion of the Sovigts of Workers', Soldiers’ and
Peasants’ Deputies, establish supervision to ensure the
obscrvance of the present law., Members of the wealthy
classes, in particular, shall he obliged to pLJ'fﬁl'm the work
to be assigned to them by the Soviels in the sphere of
Organising nm} conducting the affairs of the consumers'
sm‘,i-ru S,

The railway workers’ and employees’ unions shall be
rﬂﬂh(rl urgeolly to draw up and immediately begin to
carry 1nto ellect emergency measures for the better orga-
nmhnn of {ransport, particularly as regards the delivery

f food, fuel and other prime I]ff‘.(‘h‘.‘:‘il]t‘!—i_ and shall he
gl:i-_iud in the first place by the instructions and orders of
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the Soviets of Workers', Soldiers’ and Peasants' Deputics
and then of the bodies authorised by the latter, and of the
Supreme Economic Council

Similarly, the railway unions. working in conjunction
with the local Soviets; shall be responsible for most vigor-
pusly combating speculation in food and mercilessly sup-
pressing all profiteering, not hesitating to adopt revolu-
tiopmary measnres.

9, Workers' organisations, unions of office employees and
loeal Soviets shall be ebliged immediately to set about
swifching enterprises which are closing down or are to be
demohilised, and also uwnemploved workers to useful work
and the production of necessities, and to search for arders,
raw materials and fuel. While under no circumstances post-
poning either this work or the beginning of the exchange
of farm produce for mdusirial goods pending receipt of
special instructions from higher bodies, the local umions
and Soviets shall be strictly guided by the orders and
instructions of the Supreme Economic Council,

10, Members of the wealthy classés shall be obliged to
keep all their monctary possessions in the State Bank and
its branches. or in the savings-banks, and shall be entitled
to withdraw not more than 1080-125 rubles a week (ag shall
be established by the local Soviets) for living expenses;
withdeawals for the needs of pr oduction and trade shall
made only on presentation of written certificates of the
nrgans of workers' control.

To supervise the due cbservance of the present law,
repulations will be introduced providing for the exchange
of existing currency notes for new currency notes. All the
property of persons guilty of deceiving the state and the
people shall be confiscated.

All offenders against the present law, saboteurs and
government officials who go on strike, as well as prr-ﬁ‘leers,
shall be liable to a similar penalty, and also to imprison-
ment, Lli.‘j}_)il'_:';!! to the ill'l,liﬂ, ar hard lahour The lpcal
Soviets and bodies under their jurisdiction shall wrgently
decide Upon the most revall utionary measures to combal
these real enemics of the people.




12. The trade unions and other organisations of the
working people, in conjunetion with the local Soviets, and
with the collaboration of the most reliable persons réwm—
mended by Party and other organisations, shall form
|rt.|;1|_1.'1{- groups ol inspectors to supervise the implementation
of the present law. to verify the quantity and quality of

work performed and to bring to trial before the revolution--

ary courls persons guilty of violating or evading the law.
The .'.i?’-::rkm'.-‘- and office employees of the nationalised
enterprises must exert every effort and adopt extraordi-
nary measures to umprove the organisation of the wark,
;ﬁl.['f'llglhtﬂ discipline and raise the productivity of labour.
[he organs of workers' control are to present to the Supreme
bsconomic Council weekly reports on the results achieved in
this respect. Those found guilty of shortcomings and neelect
are Lo be brought before revolutionary courts. :

Writlen not earlier tham
December 14 (27}, 1917

First published in part in Novembor Collected Tlarks
1816 in the magazine Naradnoye Vol. &6, py '.H‘I;T-‘-u-|
Khozyaistuo No. 11 (e T
First published in full in 1949 in the
ith Bussian edibon of V. L Lenin's
Coltected lorks, Vol, 28

HOW TO ORGANISE COMPETITION?S

Bourgeois anthors have been using up reams of paper
praising competition, private enterprise, and all the other
magnificent virtues and blessings of the capitalists and the
capitalist system. Seocialists have been accused of refusing
to understand the importance of these virtues, and of
ignoring “human nature”. As a matter of facl, however,
capitalism long ago replaced small, independent commod-
ity production, under which competition could develop
enterprise, energy and bold imbative to any considerable
extent, by large- and very large-scale factory production,
joint-stock companies, syndicates and other monopolics.
Under such capitalism, competition mecans the incredibly
brutal suppression of the enterprise, energy and bold initia-
tive of the mass of the population, of its overwhelming
majority, of ninety-nine out of every hundred toilers; it
alsp means that competition is replaced by financial
fraud, nepotism, servility on the upper rungs of the social
ladder.

Far from extinguishing competition, socialism, on the
contrary, for the first fime creates the opportunity for
employing it on a realiy wide and on a really mass scale,
for acutally drawing the majority of working people into
4 field of labour in which they can display their abilities,
develop their capacities, and reveal talents, which are so
abundant among the people and which capitalism crushed,
suppressed and strangled by the thousand and million.




Now that a secialist government is in power our task is
to organise competition.

The hangers-on and spotigers on the bourgeoisie de
scribed socialism as a uniform, routine, monotonous and
drab barrack system. The lackeys of the muoney-bags, the
lickspittles of the exploiters, the bourgeois intellectual
gentlemen used socialism as a bogey to “frighten™ the peo-
ple, who, under capitalism, were doomed to the penal
servitude and the barrack-like discipline of arduous, monot-
onous toil, to a life of dire poverty and semi-starvation.
The first step towards the emancipation of the pevple from
this penal servitude is the confiscation of the landed eslates,
the introduetion of workers’ control and the nationalisation
of the banks. The next steps will be the nationalisation of
the factories, the compulsory organisation of the whole
population in consumers” socielics, which are at the same
time socielies for the sale of products, and the state MGnop-
oly of the trade in grain and other necessitics.

Only now is the opportunity created for the truly rnass
display of coterprise; competition and Lold initiative. Every
factory from which the capitalist has been ejected, or in
which he has at least been curbed by genuine workers’
control, every village from which the landowning exploiter
has been smoked out and his land confiscated has only
now become a field in which the working man can reveal
s talents, unbend his back a little, rise to his full height,
and feel that he is a human being. For the first time after
centuries  of working for others, of forced labour for the
exploiter, it has become possible to work for oneself and
moreover to employ all the achievements of modern
technology and culture in one’s work.

Of course, greatest change in human history from
working under compulsion {o working for oneself cannot
take place without friction, difficulties, conflicts and vio-
lence against the inveterate parasites and their hangers-on,
No worker has any illusions on that score. The workers
and poor peasants, hardened by dire want and by many
long years of slave labour for the exploiters, by their count-
less insults and acls of violenee, realise thai it will take
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time to break the resistance of those exploilers. The work-
ers and peasanis are pot in the least infected with the
sentimental illusions of the intellectnal gentlemen, of the
Novave Zhizn crowd and other slush, who “shouted” them-
selves hoarse “denouncing” the capitalists and “gesticulat-
eed” against them, only to burst info fears and to i_:-f"t,l.'.l\"l'.:
like whipped puppies when it came to deeds, to putting
threats into action, to carrying out in practice the work
of removing the capitalists.

T]'l(" g!'ﬁni rl]ﬂ“gl\; |.-'|.|-|r|'l. ‘W'i,lt'l'(:.l'lllg ]_II]'!;_:,[ UUluL]L!iﬁiUu Ll
working for oneself, to labour planned and organizsed on a
gig:un.i;'. national (and to a certain extent IILI_li.UIIIl':._ll]'.I_TIl'.'.lJ.,
world) scale, also requires—in addition to “melitary” mea-
sures for the suppression of the exploiters resistance—
tremendous organirational, organising ellort on the part of
the proletariat and the poor peasants, The m'gani!";}tional
task is interwoven to lonn a single whole with the task of
ruthlessly  suppressing by military methods yesterday's
slave-owners [capitalists) and their packs of lackeys—the
bourgeois intellectual gentlemen. Yesterday's :,J_a,vc_:_'lwuum
and their “lntellectual™ stooges say and (hink, “We have
always heen organisers and chiefs. We have commanded,
and we want to continue doing so, We shall refuse to obey
the ‘common people’, the workers and peasants, We shall
not submit to them. We shall convert knowledge into a
weapon for the defence of the privileges of the money-
bags and of the rule of capital over the people.”

That is what the bourgeoisie and the bourgeois intellec-
tuals say, think, and do. From the point of view of seff-
interest their behaviour is comprehensible. The hangers-on
and spongers on the feudal landowners, the priests, the
scribes, the burcaucrats as Gogel depicted them, and the
“intellectuals™ who haled Belinsky, also found it “hard”
to part with seridom, But the cause of the exploiters and
of their “Intellectual™ menials is hopeless. The workers and
peasants are beginning fo break down their resistance—
untortunately. pot yet firmly, reselutcly and ruthlessly
enough—and break it down they will,

“They™ think that the “common people’’, the “common”
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workers and poor peasants, will be unable to cope with the
great, truly heroic, in the world-historie sense of the word.
organisational tasks which the socialist revolution has im-
posed upon the working people. The intellectuals who are
accustomed to serving the capitalists and the capitalist state
say in order {p console themselves: “You cannot do with
out us.” But their insolent assumption has no truth in it:
educated men are already making their appearance on the
side of the people, on the side of the working people, and
are helping to break the resistance of the servants of
capital. There are a great many talented organisers amang
the peasants and the working class, and they are only just
beginning to become aware of themselves, to awaken, io
streich out towards preai, vital, creative work, to tackle
with their own forces the task of building socialist
society.

One of the most important tasks today, if not the most
important, is to develop this independent initiative of the
workers, and of all the working and exploited people gen-
erally, develop it as widely as possible in creative grgani-
sutiopal work. At all costs we must break the old, absurd,
savage, despicable and dispusting prejudice that only the
so-called “upper classes”, only the rich, and those who have
gone through the school of the rich, are capable of admin-
istering the siate and directing the organisational devel-
opment of socialist society.

This is a prejudice fostered by rotten routine, by petri-
fied views, slavish habits, and still more by the sordid
sellishness of the capitalists, in whose interest it is to admin-
ister while plundering and to plinder while administer-
mg. No. The workers will not forget for a moment thal
they need the power of knowledge. The extraordinary
striving alter knowledge which the workers reveal, partic
ularly now, shows that mistaken ideas about this do not
and cannot exist among the prolelariat. But every rank-
and-file worker and peasant who can read and write, who
can judge people and has practical experience, is eapable
of organtsational work, Among the “common peaple”, of
whom the boorgeois intellectuals speak with such haugh-
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LIESS and l_'onl-:mpt, there are manyl giuch men a::d Woinen.
This sort of talent among the working class and the peas-
ants is a vich and still untapped source. A -

The workers and peasants are %;L.:ll timid"”, they have
aot yel become accustomed to the idea 1r,h::.t they n;': I}Uf
the ruling class; they are not :‘";.l 1'Ll~suh_uic Em“u.g.l'_ The
revolution could not at one siroke instil thf:sL‘: Iqu:ihlu:a into
millions and millions of people who all thu:r lives had I_hccxll_
compelled by want and bunger to wr_n-k_unnerr l_fw_.l}u_cylLL L:*
the stick. But the Revolution of October 1917 15 strong,
viable and imvincible because it awahens these qua,hucs:
hreaks down the old impediments, removes the i.'.'l_'-m-mz
shackles, and leads the working puﬁu_p‘:.u on to the roa
of the independent creation of a new lite. ‘ 7

Accounting and control—this 15 the wmam economic tas
of every Soviet of Workers’, Soldiers’ and Pcasants Df:pu—
ties, of every cotisumers’ society, of cvery union or com-
mittee of supplies, of ecvery factory commitice or organ
of workers' control in general. e . :

We must fight against the old habit ol regarding the
measure of labour and the means of production, irom ght
point of view of the slave whose sole aim 15 to lighten the
burden of labour or Lo obtain at least some little bit jrom
the bourgeoisie. The advanced, class-conscious workers ha"of?
already started this fight, and they are offering dctn:::m\mu‘
resistance to the ncwcomers who flocked to the factory
world in particularly large numbers during the war and
who now would like to treat the peogle’s factory, the factory
{hat has come into the possession of the people, in the old
way, with the sole aim of "::nall.x:l'.u'_._b" the biggest pos-
sible piece of the pic and clearing out Al‘l' the Chsns-c‘j-"-;i
scious, honest and thinking peasants uml_ working people w1 ;
take their place in this fight by the side of the advances
workers. : : e

Accounting and control, if carried un_hy the Soviets o
Workers', Soldiers' and Peasants’ Deputies as the "il__llIJr'f':mLI:.
state power, or on the isa.f-:r,ruc.t.iuns,l on the z11u1.‘h.0|1‘1‘£_:,r= ui
this power—widespread, gencral, universal accounting anc
control, the accounting and control of the amount of labour
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performed and of the distribution of products—is the es
sence of socialist transformation, once the political rule of
the proletariat has been established and secured.

The accounting and control essential for the transition to
socialism can be exercised only by the people. Only the
voluntary and conscientions co-operation of the mass of
the workers and peasunts in accounting and controlling the
rich, the rogues, the idlers and the rowdies, a co-pperation
marked by revolutionary enthusiasm, can conquer these
survivals of accursed capitalist society, these dregs of
humanity, these hopelessly decayed and atrephied limbs,
this contagion. this plague, this uleer that socialism has
inkerited from capitalism.

Workers and peasants, working and exploited people!
The land, the banks and the factories have now become the
property of the entire peoplel You yourselves must set (o
work to take account of and control the production and
distribution of products—this, and this alone iy the road
to the victory of socialism, the guarantee of its victory,
the goarantee of vietory over all exploitation, over all
poverty and want! For there is enough bread, iron, timber,
wool, cotton and flax in Russia to satisty the needs of
everyone, if only labour and its products arve preperly dis-
tributed, il only a business-like, procticel control over this
distribution by the entire people is established, provided
only we can defeat the cnemies of the people: the rich
and their hangers-onm, and the rogues, the idlers and the
rowdies, nol ondy in politics, but also in evervdey sconomic
life,

No mercy for these cnemies of the people, the enemies
of socialism, the enemies of the working people! War to the
death against the rich and their hangers-on, the bourgeois
intellectuals; war on the rogues, the idlers and the rowdies!
All of them are of the same brood—the spawn of capitalism,
the offspring of aristoeratic and bourgenis society; the
society in which a handful of men robbed and insulted the
people; the society in which poverty and want forced thou

sands and thousands on to the path of rowdyism, corrup-
tion and roguery, and caused them to lose all human sem-
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blance; the society which inevitably cultivated in the working
man the desire to escape exploitation even by means ol
deception, to wriggle out of it, to escape, il only for a
moment, from loathsome labour, to procure at lcast a
crust of bread by any possible means, al any cost, so as
not to starve, so as to subdue the pangs of hunger suffered
by himself and by his near ones,

"The rich and the rogues are two sides of the same coin,
they are the two principal categorics of parasites ‘whi_c]{
capitalism fostered; they are the principal enemies of
socialism. These enemies must be placed under the special
suryeillance of the entire people; they must be ruthlessly
punished for the slightest violation of the laws and regula-
fions of socialist society. Any display of weakness, hesita-
tion or sentimentality in this respect would be an immense
crume against socialism.

In order to render these parasiles harmless to socialist
society we must organise the accounting and control of the
amount of work done and of production and distribution by
the entire people, by millions and millions of workers and
peasants, participating voluntarily, cncrgetically and with
revolutionary enthusiasm. And in order to organise this
accounting and control, which is fully within the ability of
every honest, intelligent and efficient worker and peasant,
we must rouse thelr organising talent, the talent that is to
be found in their midst; we must rouse among them—and
organise on a national scale—compeiition in the sphere of
vrganisalional achievement; the workers and peasants must
be browght to sec clearly the difference between the neces-
sary advice of an educated man and the neeessary control
by the “common” worker and peasant of the slovenlmess
that is so usual among the “educated™.

This slovenliness, this carelessness, untidiness, unpunc-
tuality, nervous haste, the inclination to substitute discus-
sion for action, talk [or work, the inclination to underiake
everything under the sun withoul Anishing anything, are
characteristics of the “educated”; and this is not due to
the fact that they are bad by nature, still less is it duoe to
their evil will; it is due to all their habits of life; the
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conditions of their work, to fatigue, to the abnormal sep-
aration of mental from manual labour, and so on, and
so forth.

Among the mistakes, shortcomings and defects of our
revolution a by no means unimportant place is occupied by
the mistakes, etc., which are due to these deplorable—but
at present inevitable—characteristics of the intellectuals
in our midst, and to the lack of sufficient supcrvision by
the workers over the organisafional work of the intellec-
tuals.

The workers and peasants are still “timid"; they must
get rid of this | timidity, and they <'t>?"rrr'-.ei’y will zet rid of
it. We cannot dispense with the advice, the instruction of
cducated people, of intellectuals and specialists, Every
sensible worker and peasant undersiands this perfectly well,
and the intellectuals in our midst cannot complain of a lack
of attention and comradely respect on the part of the work
ers and peasants. Advice and instruction, however, is one
thing, and the organisation of praciical accaum'.lu,.; and
cunriu] is another. Very often the intellectuals pive excellent
advice and instruction, but they prove to be ridiculously,
absurdly, shamefully “unhandy” and incapable of carrying
oul this advice and instruction, of exercising practical
condrol over the translation of words into deeds.

In this very respect it is utterly impossible to dispense
with the help and the leading role of the practical organisers
from among the “people”, from among the factory workers
and working peasants. "It is not the gods who make
pots“—this is the truth that the workers and peasants
shonld get well drilled into thewr minds. They must under-
stand that the whole thing now 1g practical rc,-m'n, that the
historical moment has arrived when theory is being trans-
formed into practice, vitalised by practice, corrected by
i}l.uhu, lested by practice; when the words of Marx,
‘Every step af real movement is more important than a
dozen programmes” ™ become particularly truc—every step
in really curbing in practice, restricting, fully repistering the
rich and the rogues and lkeeping them wunder control
i1s worth more than a dozen excellent arguments about so
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cialism. For, “theory. my friend, is grey, but green is the
eternal tree of life” 40

Competition must be arranged between practical organ-
ikers from among the workers and peasants. Every attempt
to, establish stereotyped forms and to Impose unitermity
from ahove, as intellectnals are so inclined to do, must be
combated. Stereatyped forms and uniformity imposed from
above have nothing in common with democratic and social-
ist centralism. The unity of essentials, of fundamentals, of
the substance, i not disturbed but emsured by wvarfefy in
details, in specific local features, in methods of appreach,
in methods of exercising control, in ways of exterminating
and rendering harmless the parasites (the rich and
the rogues, s:lm-r:r:]y and hysterical intellectuals, ele.
etc.).

The Paris Commune gave a great examnple of how to
combine initiative, independence, freedom of action and
vigour from below with voluntary centralism free from
stereotyped forms. Our Soviets are following the same road.
But they are still “timid”; they have not yet got into their
stride, have not wet “bitten into” their new, great, creative
task of building the socialist system. The Soviets must set
to work more boldly and display greater mitiative. All
“eommunes”—factories, villages, consumers’ societies, and
committees of supplies—must compele with each other as
practical organisers of accounting and control of labour
and distribution of products. The programme of this ac-
counting and control is simple, clear and intelligible to all—
ﬁvr::'j;m}%- to have bread: cveryone to have sound footwear
and pgood clothing; everyonme to have warm dwellings;
everyone to work consclentiously: not a single rogue
(including those who shirk their work) to be allowed to
be at liberty, but kept in prison, or serve his sentence
of rnmrmhrvrv labour of the hardest kind; not a single rich
man who violates the laws and regulafions of socialism to
be allowed to escape the fate of the rogue, which should,
in justice, be the fate of the rich man. “He who does not
work, neither shall he eat”—this is the practical command-
ment of socialism. This is how things chould bhe arganised
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practiceily. These are the prachtical successes our “com
munes” and our worker and peasant organisers should be
proud of. And this applies particularly lo the organisers
among the intellectuals [particularly, hecause thev are foo
much. far too much in the habit of being proud of their
general instructions and resolutions).

Thousands of practical forms and methods of accounting
anid controlling the rich, the rogues and the idlers must
be devised and put to a practical test by the communes
themselves, by small units in town and country. Variety is
a puarantee of effectiveness here, a pledge of success in
achieving the sinele commeon aim—to clean the land of
Russia of all vermin, of fleas—the ropues, of bugs—the
rich, and g0 on and so forth. In one place half a score of
rich. a dogen rogues, half a dozen workers who shirk their
work {in the manner of rowdies, the manner in which many
compositers in Petregrad, particularly in the Party printing-
shops,®! shirk their work) will be put in prison. In another
place they will be put to cleaning latrines, Tn a third place
they will he provided with “yellow tickets” after they have
served their time, so that cvervone shall keep an eye on
them, as harmful persons, until they reform. In a fourth
place, one out of every ten idlers will be shof on the spof.
In a fifth place mixed methods may be adopted, and by
probational release, for ezample, the rich, the boureenis
intellectuals. the rogues and rowdies who are corrigible
will be given an apportunity (o reform guickly. The more
variety there will be, the better and richer will be our
general experience, (he more certain and rapid will be
the suceess of socialism, and the easier will it be for prac-
tice to devise—Eor only practice can devise—the besi
methods and means of struggle.

In what commune, in what district of a large town, in
what factory and in what wvillage are there no starving
people, no unemployed, no idle rich, no despicable lackeys
af the hourgeoisic, saboteurs who call themselves intellec
tuals? Where has most been done to raise the productivity
of lahour, to build good new houses for the poor, 1o put
the poor in the houses of the rich, to regularly provide a
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battle of milk for every child of every poor family? It is on
these points thal compefition should d:.'vtlu]nt }ICL‘I-'.’{:.E_‘H the
communes, communities, pmcluccr--c'cu:s-_nm.r.q' societies and
sssociations, and Soviets of Workers', Soldiers’ and l’qu—
antss Deputies. This is the work n which (alenfed organis-
ers should come to the fore in practice and be _p]'umuic-d‘
to work in state administration, There is a great deal of
talent among the people. It is mervely suppressed. It moust
he given an opportunity to display itself. [.t and @ alone,
with the support of the people, can save Russia and save the

cause of socialism,

Wiritttn December 24-27, 1917
(January 6-2, L918)
Pirst published in Pravda No. 17 Colfected [Uorks

Jangary 20, 1990 Vol 26, pp. 404-15




DRAFT DECREE ON CONSUMERS' COMMUNES*
1
Preliminary Theses

The drafts pot forward by the Commissariat for Food
for “supply boards”., “delegate committees”, ete, and

similarly the draft of the Supreme Economic Council far

“district cconomic councils™® suggest the need to amalga
mate such bodies
Preliminary theses:

(Etwa®): |supply and marketing committecs®™

The basic unit should be consumers’ and producers’
(better than purchasing and trading, etc.) volost societies,
playing the part both of supply committees and marketing
agenoies. In case of need, volost boundaries conld be made
alterahle.

In the towns a similar place could perhaps be taken by
block committees or committees for sections of blocks.

If we manage to set up such committees, hasic units, in
the loealities, the amalgamation of these committees wonld
provide a nelwnork capable of properly organising the sopply
of the whole population with all essentials, and of orpanis-
ing preduction on a national scale.

Possibly instead of “societies” these could be Soviets
of Workers' and Peasants’ Deputies, with the participation
of commercial employees, efc., ete

Tx’-ul:g]'[:«-‘.—ﬁrl’.

#* Supply and marketing committers under the Soviels of Warkers',
Soldiers” and Peasants' Deputies.

16

Fyery such sociely or committee or Soviet [or supply :’Llld
marketing committee) would be divided up into sections
or departments, according to goods marketed and iypes
of products supplied, for the general repulation of produc-
fion and consumption (a department for finance, or for
eash receipts and dishursements, should be attached to
every supply and marketing committee). With the right of
Jevying income tax and granting interest-free credits to the
poor. and also universal labour service, this might be the
basic imit of socialist society. The volost banks would then
hawe to be amalpamated witht he state savings banks, being
transformed into a2 state-wide accounting department,
apgrogate of the slate’s receipts and disbursements accounts.

The transportation of products, and likewise their pur-
chase and sale, would then be permitted only from one
supply and markeling cammittee to anather, all individual
marketing heing prohibited. On certificates issned by volost
(or gencrally the “hasic”, lowest) supply and marketing
commitlees. products could be sold also to mdividuals from
central stores, provided that these transactions are recorded
in the books of the volost or other supply and markeling
eommittees (except within small units, or for trifles). No
transportation of products would be permitted without
certificates from the supply and marketing committee.

This would he
the unilication of the Commissariats for Agriculture,
Trade and Industry,
Labaour,
and Food, |
and the Supreme Economic Council,
and the Commissariats for Finance
and Communications.

N:B.:
“Supply and marketing committees”: volost, uyczd,
gubernia and district. (£E =the S.E.C.)
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their departments: Central Teztile Board, Centeal
Sugar Board, Central Ceal Board, ete. (£ =the S.E
Central Bank, etc.

N.B.

Representatives of the Soviets of Workers”, Soldiers’
and Peasants’ Deputies should superintend the well-to-
do quarters in towns [or well-to-do country-house et
tlements, ete.), ie. those gquarters, ¢tc, where the
pereentage of workers and peasants is lower than, say,
| 60 per cent.

2
Diraft Decree

The war, brought about by the conflict between capitalists
for the division of the spoils of depredation, has resulted
in untold ruin. This is intensified by criminal speculation
and prﬁﬁr{;urir;g, ]‘r?li't'ittl|::t'1:}; among the v.’e;lllh.} classes,
which have brought the tortures of hunger and unemploy-
ment to hundreds of thousands and even millions of rj:;gp]._;_
The need to adopt extraordinary measures to aid the starv-
ing and to wape merciless war on speculators has induced
the workers® and peasants’ povernment to enact the follow-
ing regulations as a law of the Russian Republic:

Every citizen of the state shall belong to a local (village,
volest, hamlet; section of a town, section of 'a street, ete)
consumers’ society.

The grouping of [amilics in the consumers’ societies shall
be V(’-llt:.l['.‘n'_x. r-.xr:u,'.pa for the J__‘uu'-.'isu t

hat not less than two-
thirds of the number of families in each society must belong
to the non-affluent casses (Le., workers, peasants net em-
ploving hired labour, and &n on). .

Apart from the purchase and distribution of products,
every consumers’ society shall engage in the sale of local
products, The boards of the consumers’ societies shall set
up comniilees of mupplics, and no transportation of prod-
ucts shall be permitted without the written sanction of the
appropriate committee of supplies.

Existing consumers’ societies are liereby ul.';t':-:_n-:-.xlised ‘:md
sall be r_-,hl_];_yeri to u_{l!uii._lu :nl(-.lnhcj'.:hrp the . whole
apulation of the localities in which they are situated,
without exception.

[f they so desire private individuals may purchase prod-
ucts it the central stores and not in their local s,in-:;.-r._t.. bt
on condition that the relevant entry is made in the

only G
book of the local consumers society.

The transporiation, purchase and sale of products without
a permit from the committees of supplies shall be ]."UT.'.].S:].I--
able by the confiscation of the whole of the property of fne
offender, by imprisonment for a period of not less than
g¢ix months and by scnience fo compulsory labour.

Permils for the transportation or the purchase and sale
of products shall be drawn up in duplicate and signed by
not less than three members of the board of the commmttee
of supplies concerned, one copy being filed by the board.

Each permit must state from which and to which con-
sumers society the products are being consipned. /

Telegraph offices shall give priority to the telegrams of
the committess of :iIIIJ_'Jl'l-;;{"-.

All committees of supplies shall act under the control
and in accordance with the instruactions of the local Soviets
of Workers’, Soldiers’ and Peasants’ Deputies.

Every individual shall he entitled o acguive at his con-
sumers’ society any product, without any restrictions what-
soever, excepl for such regulations as may be esta shed
to litnit the import of products from abroad,

Products produced for sale must be delivered to the ]uc':’ll
committee of supplies at uncontrolled prices, except 1n
cases when fixed prices are established by law. Money
received for products sold shall be entered to the account
of the owners in the local (village. wvolost, city, factory or
other) branch of the People’s Bank.

Evervy Soviet of Workers', Soldiers’ and Peasants’ Depu-
ties must appoint a group of inspeetors, auditors and in-
structors to assist the population to estahlish consumers
societics (committees of supplies) and check their accounts
and all their business.
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Instructions on keeping the accounts and on the corre-
sponndence of the committees of supplies will be issued
separately,

Written December 24-27, 10917

(January 6-0, 1918)

Firel publighed January 22, 1530 Gollecied Tloiks:
in Lzpestin No. I8 Vol 36, pp. 464-55
Yol 26, pp. 41G6-1T

From the DECLARATION OF RIGHTS
OF THE WORKING AND EXPLOITED PEQPLE“

The Constituent Assembly resolves:

I. 1. Russsia is hereby proclaimed a Republic of Sovicts of
Workers', Soldiers” and Peasants’ Deputies. All power, cen-
trally and locally, is vested in these Soviets.

2. The Russian Seviet Eepublic is established on the
principle of a free union of free natioms, as a federation
of Soviet national republics,

II. Its fundamental aim being to abolish all exploifation
af WAL 5.33; maty, o |:'r.:'.111'}|(‘.tc'!|5' climinate the division of
socicty into classes, to mercilessly crush the resistance of
the exploiters, to establish a socialist organisation of society
and to achieve the victory of socialism in all countries,
the Constituent Assembly further resolves:

1. Private ownership of land is hereby abolished.
All land together with all builaings, farm implements
and other appurtenances of agricultural production,
is proclaimed the property of the entire working
people.

2. The Soviet laws on workers' control and on the
Supreme Economic Council are hereby confirmed for
the purpose of guarantecing the power of the werking
people over the exploiters and as a first step towards
the complete conversion of the facturies, mines, rail-
ways, and other means of production and transport into
the property of the workers' and peasants’ state.




8. The conversion of all banks into the property of
e ) . . .
the workers' and peasants’ state is hereby confirmed

as ooe of the conditions for the emancipation of the

4. For the purpose of abolish

working people Trom the yoke of capital.
z the parasitic sec

tions of sociely, universal labour conseription is hereby

mstituted. .. .

Wiritten nof laler than

Jamuary 8 (16}, 1114

Published. in Pravda Mo, 2 and
Tzvestio ™Mo, 2, January 4 {17, 1018

Llorks,
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DECLARATION OF THE R.5.D.I.P.
(BOLSHEVIKS) GROUP AT THE CONSTITUENT
ASSEMBLY MEETING

JANUARY 5 (18), 1918%

The vast majority of working Russia—workers, peasants
and soldicrs—have demanded that the Constituent Assem-
hly should recognise the gams of the Great October Revelu-
Gon, the Sovict decrees on land, peace and workers' control,
and above all the power of the Soviets of Workers', boldiers
and Peasants’ Deputies. The All-Russia Central Execulive
Committee, fulfilling the will of the vast majority of the
working classes of Russia, has proposed that the Constit-
uent Assembly should declare itself bound by this will.
However, the majority of the Constituent Assembly—in line
with the pretensions of the bourgeoisic—has rejected
this: proposal, thereby challenging the whole of working
Russia.

The majority in the Constituent Assembly went to the
Party of the Right Socialist-Revelutionaries, the party of
Kerensky, Avksentyev and Chernov. This party, which calls
itsell socialist and revolutionary, is leading the hight of the
bourgeois eléments against the workers’ and peasants' rev-
olution and is in fact a bourgeois and counter-revolutionary
party.

The Constituent Assembly, as at present constituted, is
the tesult of the balance ol forces obtaining before the
Great October Revolution, The present counter-revolution-
ary majority of the Constituent Assembly, ¢lected on out-
dated party lists, is a rellection of an carlier period of the
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i'crrﬂupr‘rn and is trying to throw up a roadblock in the
way of the workers and peasants’ movement

b dav-lohe deh: s} s
~ The day-long debate has shown that the Party of Right
Socialist-Revolutionaries i it ¢l dor Keren
socialist-Revolutionaries  continues, as it did inder Keren-

v b Taniih A P . e

__k.}’ to I.Wu«i.l the people with promises of all manner of
things: actually it has decides fi agrains o
e ok e e e e B
] 8, peasants and soldiers” Seviets, against the

secialist measures, the transfer of land and all implements
to the peasants without compensation. the |1;Ltin11:1]-"=1t:m'
of banks, and the repudiation of the state debt. S

Rufusiu_;{ f:]t a single moment to cover up the crimes of
the encmies of the people, we make this announcement of
our 1*«;'1?!1[11'nu'al from the Goustituent Assembly, leaving it
Lo Soviet puwer to take lhe final decision on the attitude
to the counter-revolutionary section of the Constituent
Assembly, R

Dy opsee Fat - AT, g ; i e
rerrters Mo, 3 levening  edifion), Collpeted  Uleard
3 [ o SRR

Tatmary 19 (6], 1018 f 3
! ary I (6], 1415 Val, 25,

THIRD ALL-RUSSIA CONGRESS
OF SOVIETS

OF WORKERS’, SOLDIERS'

AND PEASANTS DEPUTIES
JANUARY 10-18 (28-31), 1918%

Frowm the Report on the Activities
of the Council of People’s Commissars
January 11 (24)

Now I shall deal hrielly with the measures which the
cocialist Soviet Government of Russia has begun to realise.
The nationalisation of the banks was one of the first mea-
sures adopted for the purpose, not only of wiping the land
owners [rom the face of Russian earth, but also of
eradicating the rule of the bourgeoisic and the possibility
of capital oppressing millions and tens of millions of the
waorking people. The bapks are mmportant centres of modern
eapitalist ceonomy. They collect fantastic wealth and distrib-
ite it over this vast country; they are the nerve centres of
capitalist life. They are subtle and intricate prganisations,
which grew up in the course of centuries; and against them
were hurled the Hrst blows of Soviet power which at first
encountered desperate resistance in the State Bank. But this
resistance did not deter Soviet power, We succeeded in the
main thing in orgamsing the State Bank: this main thing
¢ in the hands of the workers and peasants. After these
basic measures, which still require a lot of working out in
detail, we proceeded to lay our hands on the private banks.

We did not act in the way the compromisers would prob-
ably have recommended us Lo do, ie., first wait until the
Constituent Assembly is coavened, then perhaps draft a bill
and introduce it in the Constituent Assembly and by that
inform the bourgeoisie of our intentions and enable them
to find a loophole through which to exiricate themselves

0425 a3




from this unpleasant thing; perhaps draw them into ow

company, and then make state laws—{hat would be a “state

act”.

That would be the rejection of socialism. We acted quity
sunply; not fearing to call forth the reproaches of the
“educated" people, or rather of the uneducated supporters
of the bourgeoisic who were trading in the remnants ol
their knowledge, we said we had at eour disposal armed
workers and peasants. This morning they must occupy all
the private banks. (dpplause.) After they have donc that,
alter power is in our hands, only after this, we shall discuss
what measures to adopt. In the morning the banks were
occupied and in the evening (he Central Executive Com-
mittee issued @ decrce: ““Lhe banks are declared national
property”—state control, the sccialisation of banking, its
transfer to Soviet power, took place.

There was not a man among us who could imagine that
an intricale and subtle apparatus like banking, which grew
out of the capitalist system of economy in the course of
centuries, could be broken or wansformed in a few days.
We never said that. And when scientists, or pscudo-scien-
tists, shook their heads and prophesied, we said: you can
prophesy what you like. We know only one way for the
proletarian revolution, namely, to oecupy the enemy's posi-
tions—to learn to rule by experience, from our mistakes.
We do not in the least belittle the difficulties in gur path,
but we have dene the main thing. The source of capitalist
wealth has been undermined in the place of its distribution.
After all this, the repudiation of the state Ioans, the over-
throw of the financial yoke, was a very easy step. The
transition Lo confiscation of the factories, after workers
control had been introduced, was also very easy. When
we were aceused of breaking up production into separate
departments by introducing workers’ control, we brushed
aside this nonsense. In introducing workers” control, we
knew that it would take much time before it spread to
the whole of Russia, but we wanted to show that we
recognise only ene road—changes from below: we wanted
the workers themselves, from below, to draw up the new,
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basic economic principles. Much time will be required
[mFirl:rsr; workers' control we passed on to the t:'ﬁati?ruluf-
a Supreme Economic Council. Only this I RALTe, .1:.;35-:;_1;}11
with the nationalisation of the bun:«fs and :Luh-._&yh “E.;I '|
will be carried out within the next few days, will _1'i'td: L]I11
possible for us to begin work to |Ju;ld_'u£ 2 new ﬁﬂt‘:i?..lﬁ.
ceonomy, We know perfectly well the rhihc:ultlms._th?tt u.i::—
front us in this work: but we _u&sur‘tll}mt only le._'r.-:a::_w 0
set Lo work to carry out this task relying on th.' CXPLI’:L‘HL]L
and the instinet of the working pfgnplc are socialists in [{EIC( :
The people will commit many mistakes, but the ma,mqtnl.ph
has been done, They know that when they appeal l:u ..uwﬁ,r.-
power they will gef whn.ic-hcz.rtcd support agam.ﬁt t IL
exploiters, There 15 pot a single measure 1nicn‘dc:_l to ease
their work that was not entirely mppruru:d by huvlc? P?wj]rl-
Soviet power docs not kmow (:‘s'rf'l.'j-'”'mj,l; .:m{l cannot l:anrlt}i;
everything in time, and very r}ft_{:n it 1s conlronted u”:
difficult tasks. Very often delegations of workers and pma;
anis come to the government and zfsls.,. for cxample, wha
to do with such-and-such a piece of land. And f;‘f:qut:nﬂ'_f:
I myself have felt embarrassed when I saw that they h-?:t.
no very definite views. And I said te them: you ﬂ.ragt J{],
power, do all you want to do, take a].l you #Eu-”." we i;la-..
support you, but take care of pmdut;utuu:1 see that pro ulL
tion is useful. Take wup wuseful work, you will ma G
mistakes, but you will learn. And the workers fl:u‘;u_ 53|ll‘EBIL1'11“‘
begun to learn; they have already begun to fight ay,_mml:l ;111
saboteurs. Education has been turned mnto a FF”U: n-m:]
hinders the advance of the working classes; it will be pullec
dnEJIE;IULI'lncd-Iv, the war ig corrupting people .Im%h in the
tear and at the front: people who are 1.\:r;:rr!-:m,._ar on w:ellrl
supplics are paid far above the rates, a_mu_l this atty 'u-r-: :1
those who hid themselves to keep out r:Jr the war, the hig:.;l;
bond and semi-vagabond elements who are imbued ‘i:l-’
one desire, to “grab” something and _c!ear out, But t ese
clements are the worst that has remained of the g]ql capi-
talist svstem and are the vehicles of all the old evils; these
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we must kick out, remove, and we must put in the factories
all the best proletarian elements and form them into nuclel
of future socialist Russia. This is not an casy task, it will
give 1ise to many conflicts, to much friction #nd many
clashes. We, the Council of People's: Commissars, and ]
personally, have heard complaints and threats from them.
but we have remained ecalm, knowing that now we have
a Judge to whom we can appeal. That judge is the Soviets
of Workers” and Soldiers’ Deputics. (Appilauss.) The word of
this judge is indisputable, and we shall always rely upon it.

Capitalism deliberately differentiates {he waorkers in
order to rally an insignificant handful of the upper section
of the working class around the bourgeoisie. Conflicts with
this section are inevitable. We shall not achieve socialism
without a struggle. Bul we are ready o fight, we have
started il and we shall finish it with the aid of the apparatus
called the Soviets. The Soviet of Workers’ and Soldjers’
Deputies will casily solve any droblem we bring before it.
For however strong the group of privileged workers may be,
when they are brought before the representative  body
of all the workers, then this court, [ repeat, will be indispu-
table for them. This sort of adjnstment is only just beginn-
ing. The workers and peasants have not vet sufficient
confidence in their own strength; age-old (radition has made
them far too used to waiting for orders from above. They
have not yet fully appreciated (he fact that the proletariat
18 the ruling class; there are still elements among them who
are frightened and downtrodden and who imagine that
they must pass through the despicable school of the bour-
geoisie. This most despicable of bourgeois notions has
remained alive longer than all the rest, but it is dying and
will die out completely. Aud we are convinced that with
every step Soviet power takes the number of people will
constantly grow who have completely thrown off the ald
hourgeois nolion that a simple worker and peasant cannot
administer the state. Well, if he sels to doing it, he can and
will learn! (4 pplause.)

And it will be vur organisational task to select leaders
and organisers from among the people. This engrmous,
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sgantic work is now on the agenda, There could even be
jthmmhf of carrvine it oot il it were not for Soviet
i LT v g £ = 5] = e 3
swer, a filtering apparatus which can promaote people.

» Not only have we a state law on control, we have .\[‘rmtf

o : 1luabl e he part o

thing cven far more valuable—attempts on. ihc_i P

i3 A 3 s i s 5 : Ant-
the proletariat fo enter nto agreements w ltl;l the r‘c}l %
4 ol pd . e pe > T e & workers

facturers assoclatlons n order to ?11l:1rf1111:L‘ "_1 &;;:{.] { i
management over whole branches of induostry. Such
agrc&ﬁwri has begun to be drawn up, and is almost CER
lﬁet{:d between the leather workers and the all-Russia
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leather manufacturers’ society. [ attach 3 rl‘_ﬁ E L

portance to these agreements,*’ they show thal the workers

are becorming aware of their strength.
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DRAFT DECREE ON THE NATIONALISATION
OF THE MERCHANT MARINE AND INLAND
WATER TRANSPORT:S

Draft Decree

l. The Council of People’s Commissars states that the
Central Committee and Tsentrovolga® are entirely in
agreement concerning the need to nationalise, immediately
and without compensation, all sca-going and river vessels
used for commercial purposes.

2. The C.P.C. accordingly resolves that such nationalisa
tion shall be carried out immediately, and authorises a
special commission consisting of representatives of the
Navy Commissariat, two from the C.C., two from Tsentro-
volga, and a chairman appoeinted by the Supreme Eco-
nomic Council to work out the following main points of a
nationalisation decree and to submit it to the Council of
People's Commissars within two days.

3. The nationalisation of the entire fleet is decreed.

4. It is incumbent on the crews and subsequently on the
unions of ship workers of each basin and sea to maintain
order on board their vessels, safeguard them, elc.

5. The C.C. and Tsentrovolga shall be regarded as care-
taker central boards of the nationalised fleet. pending
a congress and their merger,

If the merger is not achieved on a voluntary basis, it
shall be carried out forcibly by the Soviet Government.

6. The central boards shall operate in full subordination
to the local and central organs of Sovict power

* The Central Commiltes of the Volza Flest—Tr.
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Addendum to the Draft

This should be added to the wmmediate decree on nation-

alisation: NS o s
(o) arrest of all boards of management (house arres )

: i ;
() strict liahility for damage to vessels, etc.

i 7 18 {81}, 1918
Writien Jammary 15 {31}, il
Cellecied Tlorks,

First published in 1945 e

in Lenin Mircellamy XX XT




From the SPEECHES AT THE MEETING
OF THE C.P.C.
MARCH 4, 19180

I tully agree with Comrade Trutovsky that the tenden
cies and attempts of which we have heard here are com-
pletely al variance with the aims of the workers' and
peasants government and have nothing in common with
soclalism.™! The aim of socialism is to turn all the means
of production into the property of the whale people, and
that docs not at all mean that the ships become the property
of the ship workers or the banks the property of the bank
clerks. If peaple take such paltry things seriously, then
we tnust do away with nationalisation, because the whole
thing is preposterous. The task, the aim of socialism, as we
se¢ 1t, is to conrvert the land 11"] the Imdustrial enterprises
into the property of the Soviet Republic, The peasant
receives land on condition that -|'I(_‘ works it properly. If the
river transporl workers receive ships, it is on condition tha
they take a proprietary interest in them: they must submit
their estimates if enly in order to have income and expendi-
ture endorsed, and they must take proper care of the ships.
If they canmot do this, we shall remove them. Secing that
they have been arguing for three weeks, | would propose re-
moving all of them {'mm the management, because this shows
an utter inaptitude for organisation, a lhl]l[lhlt‘ tailure to
grasp the vital tasks Eauu- the Soviet Republic. It is chaos,
disorganisation, even worse—it borders on sabotage. They
have started a sort of vrganised crusade in the Union and
come complaining, Meanwhile, the boats on the Volga stand
unrepaired. What is this? What is it—a mad-house? [ am
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Pm-j'e_crl}' sure that they rf.-n]]se_ that if we oo on uxj%'-t'm_g
in this chaos we shall bring still greater i'“h".ml.!'m.ﬁ down
on our heads, The chief condition with us is discipline and
fhe organised transfer of all property to the people, the
transfer of all sources of wealth to the Soviet Republic, and
their strictly disciplined disposal. So when we are told that
the river transpart workers will be private managing pro-
prictors, we obviously cannot agree fo it. Soviet power 1
{o do the managing. Buf you organise a sort of debate pre-
yenting unity among all organisations. .. * It they are
dissatislied, they could have asked for the order to be
reseinded. But they are proposing again that it should be
decided first whom the ships helong to, so that the ship
workers should demand a 120 per cent rise.

L O]

I fully agree with many things, but as to the make-up
of the Board, I think the proposal of the river transport
comrades is absolutely unacceptable. ¥or onc thing, that
is not the question we are dealing with. The question at
issuie is that the men are not receiving their money. That's
simply scandalous, of course. What are we allocating
money for? For it to remain on paper? We have heard a
thousand eomplainis, that unless the mon¢y is senf, our
transport  will collapse. If the money was assigned on
February 21, and on the 22nd it was not received, then they
should have come on the 23rd complaining. We are sulfer-
ing from a money famine, we are short of currency notes,
the treasury cannot print all we need. If we assign money
and vou unassien it, then actually nothing is sent. You
should have come here on February '”} and not March 3

We demanded that these {ens of millions should be given,
I don’t know wha is more to blame. | belicve the representa-
Hves of the Feonomic Council. We cannot satisly every-
body. While we are ‘—II['r1I|‘|[l”"' Petrograd, Moscow is hun-
gering for currency notes. ... If people only wrote assign-

* Part of the shorthand veport bas not begn deciphered.—Bd,
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ments and did not take any measures, they should have
come here, or called me to the phone or somechody else,
and complained about it. It is a rare week when I do not
receive a complaint about money not being paid out, but
from you I never received a single complaint, The people
in charge should be made to answer for it, at least repri-
manded. Under the ruling of Febr nary 21 the congress of
river transport workers is oblised o submit the estimates
As regards the compesition of the Management Board, |
think we should have corrected our decree rather in the
vein Comtade S]]]Y;‘ip]]][{u‘.' Sl_lggcjtcd_ P:-[:_'a:'__rraph 3 provides
for a Board of seven members. Why this wasn’t inserted
is incomprehensible: A number of trade union representa-
tives could be included in it. I propose that resolute mea-
sures be taken o have this meney forwarded rmm_dmt:_]j
by through geods trains. Then notification should be sent in
the usual way saying the money has been dispatched. As
regards the second point 1 believe the only Board possible
in this instance and most acceptable for everyone, for
the Council of People’s Commissars—the only possible
Board is the one appointed yesterday by the Conneil of
People’s Commissars, There are no {"H'HI11I|*, for changing
this. [ believe we should put this through. And if ifs
really true about the 200 rubles salary, which was adopted
as definite and made a condition for the nationalisation
of transport—if that's a fact, and if demands are made for
levelling up with other organisations, then I personally raise
the question of cancelling nationalisation. There may come
a time shortly when thm‘r* will be no money at all, We had
a single guarantee on the bagis of which we wanted to
carry out nationalisation, and this is being taken away from
us. If that's the case, this measure should be revoked.
Unless this is done we shall be taking on another respon-
sibility incurring enormous losses,

First published in 1962 in the Fifth Callected Tlarks:
Russian Ddition of the Collected Thorks, Yol. 42, pp. 63-65
Vol 35

From the ORIGINAL VERSION ;
OF THE ARTICLE “THE IMMEDIATE TASBKS
OF THE, SOVIET GOVERNMENT™

Chapicr V

The task of administering the state, which now con-
fronts the Soviet government, has this .%pcr.i.fﬂ.-featuru,l
thal, probably for the first time in the modern histery ‘ui
civilised nations, it deals pre-eminently w:lE_:_ economics
rather than with polities. Usually the word "aduuu{sijru—
tion” is associated chiefly, if not solely, with political
activitv. However, the very basis and essence of boviet
pﬂwe!‘; like that of the transition itsell from capitalist to
socialist society, lie in the fact that political tasks occupy
a subordinate position to cconomic tasks. :"xnr:l now, Es-
pecially after the practical experience ol over '}Dm: motiths
of Soviet government in Russia, it should be quite ulg{n.r
to us that the task of administering the state is primarily
a purely economic task—that of healing the country's
wounds inflicted by thr.: war, restoring its produetive forces,
mgmuamg accountancy i and contral over pI‘UdLILlIULl
and distribution, raising the productivity of labour—in
short, it boils down to the task of ecomomic reorganisa-
tion,

This tazsk can be said to fall under two main headings:
1) accounting and control over production and distribu-
tion in the broadest, most widespread and universal forms
of such accounting and control, and 2) raising the produc-
tivity of labour. These tasks can be handled by any form
of collective effort or any form of state passing over 1o
socialism only on condition that the basic economic,




sacial. cultural and political preconditions for this have
been created in a sufficient degree by capitalism, Without
large-scale machine production, without a more or less
rh.‘\'L‘.!an'i.' network of |'3.i|'i.f:!)’5. }_‘m.‘i!al and t{‘.]n;:g:{!]ﬂ] COMl-
munications, without a more or less developed network
af [_}ls|||i1’.' educational '|||:;l::14|1'ir||15, ."n;ithcl' |_|_[' Ll'u_'sr; [:L515i_5
can be carried ouf in a systematic way on a national
seale. Russin is in & position when quite: a number of
these inifial preconditions for such a transition actwally
exist. On the other hand, quite a number of these pre-
conditions are absent in our country, but can be horrowed
by it fairly casily from the experience of the neighbouring,
tar more advanced countries, whom histery and interna-
tional intercourse have long since placed in close contact
with Russia.

Chapter VI

The basic aim of every socicty going over o a socialist
system consisis in the victory of the ruling class—or rather
the class LlT 18 growing up to be the wimrr class—name
ly. the proletariat., over the bourgceisic as described above.
And this task is set before us in a substantially new
way, quite unlike the way it stood in the course of many
decades of the proletarial’s world-wide experience of
sirugele against the bourgeoisie. Now, after the pains of
the October Revolution. after our successes in the civil
war, victory over the bourgeoisic should stand for some-
thing much bigger, albeit more peaceful in form: namely,
victory over the bourgesisie, now that it has been secured
politically and made good militarily, should now be achieved
in the sphere al orgamsation of the national economy, in the
sphere  of orgamisation of production, in the sphere
ol country-wide accounting and control. The problem of
accounting and control over produclion was dealt with by
the bourgeoisie all the more ¢ffectively in proportion as
production ¢xpanded and the network of national economic
institutions embracing tens and hundreds of millions of the
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population of a large medern state became more ramified.
We must handle this task now in a new way, backed by the
sredominating position of the proletariat, supported by the
bulk of the working and f:}f‘-_:}]{ll-.cd masses, making use ol
those elements of organising {a and technical knowledge
which have been accumulated by the preceding

nine-tenths, perhaps even nincty-nine hundredths of which
belong to a class hostile and opposed to the socialist revo-
lution.

saciety, and

Chapter VIIL

German imperialism, which has made the greatest advance
not enly in mi]i?ar}' power i and mlitary techninues, but in big
industrial ur;_,.,lr*l-«lll[n 15 within the framework of 1api%aliﬁm,
has incidentally ziven proof of its economic progrussiveness
by being the first country to introduce labour cunscripion.
Naturally, in the conditions of capitalist sociely 1 gencral
and particularly when the monarchist stales are waging an
imperialist war, labour conscription is nothing more than a
military convict prison for the workers. a new means of en-
slaving the working and exploited masses, a new system of
measures for suppressing all protest on the part of these
magscs, Nevertheless, there is no question that it is only be-
cause of the economic preconditions ereated by big capitalism
that such a reform could be put forward and effected. And
now we, amid econditions of appalling post-war economic
disorpanisation, are obliged to consider the urgency of a
similar reform. Naturally, Soviet power, which is passing
from a capitalist to a socialist organisation of seciety, must
tackle this problem of labeur conscription from the olher
end, opposite to that of German imperialism. For the capital
ists and imperialists of Germany labour conscription meant
avement of the workers. For the workers and pcasant
poor in Russia labour conscription should mean, frst and
foremost, recruitment of the rich and propertied classes for
the discharge of their social duties. We should start labour
conscription with the rich.

£ns




This is necessitated, geperally speaking, nol only by the
fact that the Seviet Republic is a socialist republic. The
necessity arises also from the fact that it was precisely the
wealthy and propertied classes who, by their resistance, both
military and passaive (sabotage), meostly prevented Russia
from healing the wounds inflicted wpon her by the war,
hampered the country’s economic rehabilitation and progress.
I'hat is why accounting and control, which should be now
considered a problem of paramount importance in the whole
business of state administration, must be applied first of all
to the wealthy and propertied classes. It was the members
ol these classes who enjoyed the tribute they collected from
the working people, especially during the war; it was they
who used this tribute to ¢vade a task which is the duty of
every citizen, namely, that of lending a hand in healing the
country's wounds and putting it on its feel againg it was they
who used the plundered tribute to retire and entrench them
selves behind impregnable walls and offer every possible
resistance to the viclory of the socialist principle over the
capitalist principle of society's organisation. One of the chief
weapons of such struggle against the Soviets and against
socialism on the part of the wealthy and propertied classes
wis their pmm_bwm of considerable hoards of currency notes.
I'he propertied classes ju capitalist society derived most of
their wealth from the land and other means of production,
such as factories, mills, etc., which they owned. The Sovie
government had no difficulty, thaoks to the support of the
Wntdt’fh and the great majority of the peasants, in abolish-
ng the right of the landowners and the bourgeoisie to these
Imt.:t items of the country's wealth. It was not difficult te
deeree the abolition of private property in land, It was not
difficult to nationalise most of the factories and mills, There
15 no rlm'hi thal the nalionalisation of other big industrial
enterpri 'scs and transport facilities is a 11:ublem that will

easily be dealt with in the very near futur

Capitalist socie ety, however, has |.1r.1€|,d another form of
wealth, which is by no n,n,a,m. 50 easy for the Soviet govern-
ment to deal with. This is wealth in the form of money, or
rather, currency notes. Currency notes duris g the war were
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jsqued i very great munbers. Russia was cut off by a wall
of military operations [rom commerce with a number of
gountries who had been her largest importers and exporters.
The amassment of carrency notes in the hands of the W{_J“‘,h}
and properticd classes, practically all of whom, directly or
mndirectly, had speculated on the high prices for military
gontracts and supplies, is one of the chief means by which
the propertied classes amassed wealth and accumulated
power over the working people. Today the economic position
of Russia, as probably of every capitalist country that has
gone through three vears of war, is characterised by the
taet that enormioys amounts of paper money are concentrated
in the hands of and hoarded by a comparatively small mi
nority, the bourgeoisie and propertied classes, and this paper
money, though greatly depreciated through massive emis-
sion, still represents a claim to levy tribute on the working
population,

During the transifion from capitalist to socialist society it
15 absolutely impussib"n. to do without currency notes or to
replace them with new ones in a short space of time, The
Soviet government is now coofronted with a difficalt task,
which nevertheless has to be dealt with at all costs—the
task of combating the resistance of the wealthy, a resistance
that takes the form of hoarding and concealing the proofs
of their claim to levy tribute on the working people. These
proofs are currency notes. Naturally, while these currency
aotcs previously gave the right to acquire and purchase the
means of produclion, such as land, factories, mills, etc,
their significance today has diminished and even been reduced
to naught., The purchase of land has become impuossible
in Russia after promulgation of the law on the socialisation
of the land, while the purchase of factories and mills and
similar large-scale means of pmduttiun and transport has
become pm(‘nml]}r 1111[--'n'«:5'l-h: uwmg to the rapid j_.lJ.ULt's'b
of nationalisation and confiscation of all such large enter-
prases. And so, it becomes more and more difficult and al-
most impossible for members of the bourgeoisie and prop-
erfied classes (including the peasant bourgeoisic) to acquire
money for the purchase of the means of production. But in
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defending their old privileges and trying to retard "nd ob-
struct as much as they can the business of socialist reforms
within the countiy, ‘r.|'rt: bourgecisicare hoarding and conceal-
ing the proofs of their claim to a :Jm.xc in the social wealth,
their claim to levy tribute on the working people, hoarding
and concealing curreney notes in order to have a chance,
however slender, of maintaining their position and recov

ering their old privileges in the event of difficulties or crises
of a military or commercial nature that might vet beset
Russia.

As regards consumer goods, the possibility ol buying them
with the sums of paper money they have accumulated
through speculations during the war remains almaost fully
with the bourgeoisie and propertied classes. since the prob
lem of proper rationing and distribution of these goods in
cl LULI.L”.[‘ -ll]\L I{Lub'ﬂl‘.l \'lrll,h ]'l.l }IL%L IJUP"LA pl'.]‘][l |’[ ‘!Tlllll]
peasants, petty artisans or handicrattsmen, plf-sentﬂ: tremen-
dous difficultics, and in the prevailing state of cconemic chaos
caused by the war this problem still remaing practically un
solved. Thus, the Boviet povermment 1s obliped to start the
business of accounting and control over production and dis-
trbution |'nr' an organised struggle ._1h¢_1ru_.t the ucdthv and
propertied elasses who are hoarding wvast sums in currency
notes and evading state control.

It is estimated that currency notes to the value of about
thirty thousand million rubles have been issued in Russia
to date. O this sum probably no less than twenty thousand
million, or IH."‘bL wlusiur;hb" more, are excess hoards un
necded for trade turnover, which are kept hidden away
by members of t:ilC bourgeoisic and propertied classes for
motives of sell-interest—or class self-interest.

The Seviect povernment will have to combine the intro-
duction of labour conscription with the registration, in the
first place, of people belonging to the hourgenisie and pro-
pertied classes; it will have to demand truthful statements
(declarations) concerning the ameonnt of corrency notes
available; it will have to take a number of measures to make
surc that this demand will not remain on paper; it will have
to consider transitional measures for concentratin ng all stocks

160

of currency notes in the State Bank or its branches. Unless
these measures are taken, the business of accounting and
rol over praduction and distribution cannot be c:.ﬁc.wcl}'

cund
carried through.
Dickated between March 23
and 25, 1918

Callected UWorks,

First poblished w1962 in the - Fif ) orks,
Vol. 42, pp. TL-76

Bussian Edition of the
Clallectpd thterki, Vol 86




From THE IMMEDIATE TASKS OF THE SOVIET
GOVERNMENT::

The New Phase of the Struggle
Against the Bourgeoisic

The bourgesisie in our country has been conguered, but
it has not yet been uprooted, not yel destroyed, and nof
even utterly broken. That is why we are faced with a new
and higher form of struggle against the bourgeoisie, the
transition from the very simple task of further exproprial-
ing the capitalists to the much more cemplicated and dil-
ficult task of creating conditions in which it will be im-
possible for the bpurgeolsic to exist, or for a new bourgeoisie
to arise. Clearly, this task is immedsurably more significant
than the previous enec; and until it 1§ fulfilled there will he
1o gocialism.

I[f we measure our revolution by the scale of West
European revolutions we shall find that at the present mo
ment we are approximately at the level reached in 1793 and
E71. We ean be legitimately proud of having risen to this
level, and of having certainly, in wne respect, advanced
somewhat further, namely: we have decreed and introduced
throughout Russia the highest ipfe of state—Soviet power.
Under no circumstances, however, can we rest content with
what ‘we have achieved, because we have only just started
the transition to socialism, we have nof vel dene the decsive
thing in this respect

The decisive thing is the oreanisation of the strictest and
country-wide accounting and control of produetion and
distribution of goods, And vyet, we have not yet introduced
accounting and control m those enterprises and in those

branches and helds of ecomomy which we have taken away

from the bourgeoisic; and without this there Eﬁﬂlbt no
¢hought of achicving the s:;s:g:.nd an c‘quuﬂ}' gssential ‘ma-
verial condition for infroducing I:;uu;l]_l_sm. namely, raising
the productivity of labout on 4 T'|:1|_I-’1!‘.'I41 scale. ! e

That is why the preseat task could not be th:J]na*u] ny.uht
simple formula: continue the niLlsm.wr. ‘against ='_'3.L[.IJ]-'-I:|-
Although we have certainly not linished o-ft L'i:J_-JIE,.'_I.]. and al-
though it is certainly necessary o continue the n:l_'}cnmx:'r
against this encmy of the working people, such a formula
would be inexact, would not be concrete, would nof t_ukf.-
into acoount the peculiarity of the present situation in w hich,
i order to go on advancing successiully iz the [uluwre, we
st “suspend” our offensive now, '

This can he explained by comparing our position m the
war apainst capital with the position of a4 victorious army
fhat has captired, say, a half or two-thirds of Lhu‘ enemy =
territory and is compelled to halt in order to muster iis lf:}rc:s.
to replenish its supplics of munitions, repair and x'a.';lnfon*e
the lines of communication, build new storehouses, bring up
pew reserves, etc. To suspend the offensive of a vigtorious
army under such conditions is necessary precisely m order
fo pain the rest of the enemy’s territory, e, in order to
achieve complete victory. Those who have failed to under-
stand that the objective state of affairs at the present mo-
ment dictates to us precisely such a “suspension” ot {1’
affensive against capital have failed to un lerstand anything
at all about the present political situation. :

It goes without suying that we can speak about the “sus-
pension” of the offensive against capital only m quotation
marks, ie. only metaphorically. In ordinary war, a gen-
eral order can be issued to stop the offensive, the advance
can actually be stopped. In the war against capital. _huw—
ever, the advance cannot be stopped, and there can be no
thoueht of our abandoning the further expropriation of cap-
ital. What we are discussing is the shifting of the centre
of gravity of our economic and political work. Up to now
measures (or the direct expropriation of the expropriators
were in the forefront. Now the crgapisation of accounting
and contrel in these enferprises in which the capitalists
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have already been expropriated, and in all other enterprises
advances o the forefront.
If' we decided to continue to expropriate capital at the

same rate at which we have been doing it up to now, we

should certainly suffer defeat, because our work of organis-
iﬂ_&‘ ]‘Jﬁ“ﬁlcfm'i;ﬂ} ::c'.(::'ltllllin_::.-J armd conitrol has 1_J'|;-L'ir_}u;~]}-'—uf,-
viously to every thinking ﬁcrsma—f'ﬁﬁm E:fm'n.rf the worl
of directly “expropriating the expropriators”. If we now con-
centrate all onr efforts en the organisation of accounting and
control;, we shall he able to solve this problem, we shall be
able to make up for lost time, we shall compietely win ou
“campalgn’ against capital.

But is not the admission that we must make up for lost
time tantamount {o admission of some kind of an error?
Not in the least. Take another military example. If it is
possible to defeat and i.l'.lbl] back the enemy merely with
detachments of Light cavalry, it should be done: But il this
can be done successfully (_11“1}r up fo a certain point, then
it is quite conceivable that when this point has been reached,
it will be necessary to bring up heavy artiller yv. By admitting
that il is now neeessary to make up for lost time in bringing
up heavy artillery, we do not admit that the successful cav
alry attack was mistake.

Frequently, |i e lackeys of the bourgeoisie 1'(_:]_]1'{;.&1(:}[.:_‘(:1 s
Tor me-us launched a “Red Guard™ attack on capital. The
reproach is absurd and is worthy ounly of the lackeys of the
muney-bags, because @t one time the “Red Guard™ attack
o capital was absolutely dictated by circumstances, First
ly, at thaet time capital put up nﬂJnmg, resistance through
the medium of Kerensky and Erasnov, Savinkov and Gotz
(Gepechkort s putting up such resistance even nowj, Du-
tov and Bogayevsky, Military resistance cannot be broken
except by military means, and the Red Guards fought
the noble and supreme historical canse of liberating the
working and exploited people from the yoke of the C?.]Jl-_ut{‘l:r

Sucrmu!}, we could nof at that time put methods of admin
istration in the forefront in place of methods of suppres
sion, because the arl of administration is not innate, but is
acquired by experience. At that time we lacked this cxperi
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ence: now we have it 'L'I|i1<'!t}:, at L.l.].i.ll', time we could not
have specialists m the various fields of konowledge and tech-
nology at our disposal because those specialists were either
fighting in the ranks of the Bogayev :.1».3& or were still able
to put up syatematic and stubborn L—m;mw resists l“llr,L‘ h}f‘wa}
of sabotaese. Mow we have broken the sabotage. l-»ur ‘l\(_d
Guard” attack on capital was successful, was \'i.t;tl.':l'_".ltu
becansé we broke capital's military resistance and its resis-
tance by sahotage, _

Does that mean that a “Red Guard™ attack on capital
8 always appropriate, under all circumsiances, that we
have no other means of fighting {‘-':p]td.l'] It would be
childish Lo think so. We achieved victory with the aid of
light cavalry, but we also have heavy artillery. We 2 "LLulu,r.d
victory L;, mLLLLUfF: of suppression; we shall be able to
achieve victory also by methods of administration. We must
know how to change our methods of fighting the enemy fo
suit changes in the situabon, We shall not for a moment
renounce ' Red Guard” suppression of the '511*;11_1‘.4.111;5 and
Gegechkoris and all other landowner and bourgeois counter-
revolutionaries. We shall not be so foolish, however, as to
put “Red Guard” methods in the forefromt at a time when
the period in which Red Guard attacks were nccessary has,
in the main, drawn to a close (and to a victorious close), and
when the period of utilising h[JII!E!.:"IFI‘\‘-[IﬁtErlll"-l."ib"fﬂ'lﬂ.’]'l'l'l.l
letarian state power for the purpose of 1c1:luul>ltutg the sail
in order to prevent the growth of any hourgeoisic whatever
18 knocking at the door.

This is a peculiar epoch, or rather stage of devel {1}']*1'(_1;.1
and in order to defeat capital g.a.,m:ph‘rv]"f, we must be able
to adapt the forms of our struggle to the peeuliar conditions
of this stape : .

Without the guidance of experts in the various ficlds of
knowledge, p'\-(-,ly-.]n':{-s:_\' and experience, I|'.(- rl'&l'i‘}iLiU't to
sogialism will be impossible, because socialism calls for a
conscious mass advance o greales 1:1'r.u|||c:l1¢.-'1l.}f of labour
compared with capitalism, and on the basis er:'E: ! d by
capitalism. Socialism must achieve this advance in s own
way, by its own methods—or, to put it more conc retely, by
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Soweel methods. And the specialists, because of the whole
social environment which made them speciallsh, are. in the
main, inevitably bourgeois. Had our proletariat, after captu

ing power, quickly solved the prablem of accounting, control
and organisation on a national scale (which was impossible
owimng to the war and Bussia’s backwardness), then we, afis
breaking the sabotage, would also have completely subor-
dinated these bourgeois experts to ourselves by means of
universal accounting and confrel, Owing to the considerable
“delay™ in introducing accounting and control generally
we, althoupgh
mil el cre

we have 1'|1?t|1."-|g<‘::'] to conquer SLLth[th. have
:d the conditions which would place the bouw
zeois specialists at our disposal. The mass of saboteurs arc
“going to work”, but the best organisers and the top experts
can be utilised by the state cither in the old way, in the
bourgeois way (i.e,, for hip!

zh salaries), or in the new way, in
the proletarian way (ie, creating the conditions of national
acopunting and control from below, which would inevitabls
and of themselves subordinate the experts and enlist them
for our work).

Now we have to resort to the old bourgenis method and
to agree to pay a very high price for the “services” of the
top bourgeois experts, All those whe are familiar with the
subject appreciate this, but not all ponder over the sig-
nificance of this measure being adopted by Lhe proletarian
state, Clearly, this measure is a compromise, a departure
Irom the principles of the Paris Commmune and of every
proletarian power, which call for the reduction of all sala-
rics to the level of the wages of the average worker, which
urge that careerism be fought not merely in words, hut in
deeds.

Moreover, it 18 clear that this measure not only implies
the cessation—in a certain field and to 2 certain degrec-
of the offensive against capital [for capital is not a sum of
ey, bt o delinite social r{:];;ii_un:; it 15 also 1 stef beela-
tward on the part of our sacialist Soviet state power, which
from the very oulset proclaimed and pursued the policy of
reducing high salaries to the level of the wages of the average
worker,f

1 .
alyr

Of course, the lackevs of the bourgeoisie, particularly the
amall fry; such as the Mensheviks, the Novaye Zhizn people
= & o L | 5 ) 3 : : : i L g
and the Right Qacialist-Revolutionaries, will gigele over UL;&'J
; ssion {hat - taking @ step backward. But we neec
ponfession that we are taking & step backward. Bu r

ic Feahures
n without

ling, We must study the spec
¥,

pot mind I.he'u:\-rip,,_slrf” [ Nesineot sy, e g
of the cxtremely difficult and new path to socialist i
concealing our mista kes and weaknesse '-;_.(e*fn‘l try to ”i- lrm:n_lpl:
i doing what has been left nndonc._ To e‘unn:_t;tl from L;_.u;
peaple the fact that the i_‘nl;.:i.iiu.:!.z': of hm'-wc_‘c:'_ns experts. i
means of extremely high salaries 1s a refreal from the 1::-11|n_x—I
giples of the Paris Communc \1-‘011.1{% he I?:I:T!*II:D_ t]u Lli-, J:]:iv
of bourgeois politicians and -;!u-:elv.'u-.-;; the plu ple. | |1'm j
explaining how and why we took thi step ..rir.k\rvam:ﬁn;_
then publicly discussing what means are 3'&-*:1!114.1;4;]:.11" llj-.l i?\'.::-'-’
up for lost time, means educating th; people an.’; Carning
from experience, learning together with the people Js.:;:.\'? to
build socialism. There is hardly a single victorious m]hmr}'
eampaign in history ia which the victor did not comumt cer-
tain mistakes, suffer partial reverses, temporarily h}".l*"l‘ll sr:1n_1l::-
thing and in some places retrcat. Thu: “campaign »lf_.mu
we have undertaken against capitalism 33 a million times
more difficult than the most difficult military campaign, and
it would be silly and disgraceful to give way to despendency
because of a particular and partial retreal. : ,
We shall now discuss the question from the practical point
of view. Let us assume that the Russian Soviet Ticpuhllt-:
requires one thousand first-class scientists and experts In
various Gelds of knowledge, technology and practical expe-
rerce to direct the labour of the people towards sceuring
the speediest possible economic revival, Let us assume also

A

that we shall have to pay these “stars of the brst magii-
tude’—ol course the majority of those who shout loudest about
the corruption of the worlers are themselves utterly l'-.'rll'n.‘-.;.sl.—l
¢d by bourgeois morals—=25,000 rubles per annum eacil, L:.-..
us assume that this sum (25,000,000 rubles) will |_1."1-"f: to
e danhled {assuming thal we have to pay bonuses 10T par-
ticularly aucressful and rapid fulfilment of the most mmpor-

: ; e
tant organisational and technical tasks). or even ~5.11-4.-':«r11[_1}u.
have to enlist several hundyed roreign

fassuming that we



specialists, who are more demanding). The question is
would the annual expendifure of fifty or a hundred million

rubles by the Soviet Republie for the purpese of recrganis-
ing the labour of the people on modern scientific and tech-
nological lines be excessive or too heavy? Of course not. The
overwhelming majority of the class-conscions workers and
peasants will approve of this expenditure because they knew
from practical experience thai our backwardness causes us
to lose thousands of millions, and that we have nof yef reached
that degree ol organisation, accounting and control which
would induce all the “stars”™ of the bourgeois intelligentsia
to participate voluntarily in oy work.

It goes without saying that this question has another side
to it, The corrupting influence of high salaries—both upon
the Soviet authorities (Erii'.l&fiii.‘.”}-‘ since the revolulion occurred
so rapidly that it was impessible to prevent a cerfain
number of adventurers and rogues [rom getling into posi-
tions of authority, and they, together with a number of inept
or dishonest commissars. would not be averse to beeoming
“star” embezzlers of state funds) and vpon the mass of the
workers—is ndisputable, Every thinking and honest worker
and poor peasant, howewer, will agree with us, will admit, that
we cannot immediately rid ourselves of the evil legacy ol cap-
italism, and that we can liberale the Soviet Republic from the
duty of paying an annual “tribute™ of fifty million or one
hundred million rubles (a tribute for sur own backwardness
in organising counéry-wide accounting and control from
belowr) only by erganising ourselves, by tightening up dis-
cipline in our own ranks, by purging our ranks of all those
who are “preserving the legacy of capitalism™, who “follow
the traditions of capitalism™, ie., of idlers, parasites and em
bezzlers of state funds (now all the land, all the factories
and all the railways are the “state funds” of the Soviel
Republic). If the class-conscious advanced workers and poor
peasants manage with the aid of the Sovicl institutions to
organise, hecome disciplined, pull themselves together, create
powerful labour discipline in the course of one year, then
in a year’s time we shall throw off this “tribute”, which can
be reduced even before lhat ... in exact proportion to the
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quccesses we achieve in our workers' and peasants’ labour
discipline and organisation. The soaner we r.-:lrct{"]“i’e_!%? :v-‘_ﬂ‘[t:er.«'
and peasants, learn the best labour discipline ;:_I!J. the most
modern technique of labour, using the bourgeos experts to
teach us, the soouer we ehall Liberate purselves from any
“tribute” to these specialists.

Our wark of organising country-wide accounting and con-
grol of pl'w]l.-t't.-ll'lll-ﬂ'.'ll'| distribution undes _1't".r supervision of
the proletariat has lageed very much behind our v\:u_rl{ of
directly expropriating the expropriators. This proposition is
of fundamental importance for undeérstanding the specilie
features of the present situation and the tasks of the ?:iin-icf
goyernment that follow fromit. The centre of grawvity hn‘. pur
steuzele against the hourgeoisie is shifting to the organisation
of such accounting and control. Qaly with this as our start-
hig-point will it be possible to determine correctly the im-
mediate tasks of economic and financial policy in the sphere
of natinnalisation of the banks, monopolisation of for
trade, the state control of money circulation, the introduction
of a property and income tax satisfactory from the prole-
tarian point of view, and the introduction of compulsory
labour service. A

W have been lagging very far behind in miroducing so-
cialist reforms in these spheres (very, very impostant spheres)
and this is because accounting and control are il’l'—:‘llr-
ficiently organised in general. It goes without saying that
this is one of the most difficult tasks, and in view of the ruin

aused by the war, it can be fulfilled only over a long period
of time: hut we must not forget that it is precisely here tha!_
the bourgemsie—and particularly the numerous |_-:-Il_g .'1:1a‘.
peasani ]n.nl'gL::‘rr'w'iF'—:-jl";: ]ZJ“J-.T-’_in;.{ up the most .‘Cl.‘l'l['l!l'-‘-.ﬂ .clj_ffxl.\
disrupting the control that is already heing organised, r.lg
rupting the grain monopoly, far example, and g
tions [or profitecring and speculative trade
from adequately carried out the things we have d
the principal task of the moment is o concentrate
on the businesslile, practical realisation ol the pr
the reforms which have alveady become law il
ality).




Tn order to proce «od with the nationalisation of the banlks
and to go on steadfastly towards transforming the banks
into nodal points: of public accounting under socialism, we
must first of @ll, and above all, achieve real swecess in in
ereasing the number of hranches of the People’s Bank, in al
tracting dep
il ol

ssits, in simplifying the paying in and withdraw

ing and shooting bribe-takers and rogues, elc. At hrst we
musi really carry out the simplest things, properly organise
what is available, and then prepare Im- the more intricate
Lnngs.

Consolidate and improve the state meonopolies (in graio,
leather. cte)) which have already been introduced. and by
doing so prepare for the state monopoly of toreign trade
Without this monopoly we shall net be able to “free our
sclves” from foreign capital by paying “tribute”.”7 And the
possibility of building up socialism depends entirely upos
whether we shall be able, by paying a certain (ribute to
foreipn capital during a certain transitional period, o safe
guard our infernal economic independence.

We are also lagging very far behind in regard to the col-
leetion of taxes genmerally, and of JLL property. and ineome
tax in particular, The impos indemnities upon the
bourgeoisic—a measure which in yl'imilu]{: is absolutely per-
Llli&ﬁlu‘i_ﬁ ;tﬂ!\_.! [1",‘_‘-‘j.tll".'l:"j FFI'I)?LI,.:LI."E.R['I itlJiil'r']-\.'ﬁ-! —.‘il:'l"_-"\.'\r'l"_i EIJEI.t 1
this Tespect we are still nearer 10 the ma:-tlﬂc:-:?s of warfare
(to win Russia [rom therich for the poor] than to the methods
of administration. In order to become stronger

1 of

. however, and
: Tar-tih b ablz anid Grmer on obr Leet we mist adont
in order to be able to stand frmer on our feet, we must adopt
the latter methods, we must substitute for the indemmities
imposed upon the bourgeoisie the constant and regular col-
lection of a property and ncome tax, which will bring a
greater veturn to the proletarian state, and which cully for
better organisation on pur part and belier accounting and

contrnl 8

The fact that we are late in introducing labour

.l;--|'\"|{'r als

coinpulsory
 shows that the work that is coming to the fore

t the present time is precisely the preparvatory organ isational
w-.u'L that. on the one hand, willfina [|‘L' 'mm| date our Fains

y the public, in abolishing queues, 1 catch-

and that, on the other, is necessary in order lo prepare far
ihe operation of “surrounding” capital and compelling it to
sieserender”. We ought to begin infroducing compulsory la-
bour service immediately, but we must do su very gradually
and circumspectly, tesling every sie bv plm tical i'fx:;'tl:-l"
ence, and, of course, taking the [|r~.l step by 'l_n‘?\'t'r!‘hl[‘.il";;.::
compulsory labour service for the ric h. The introduction of
work and consumers’ budget books for every bourgeois, in-
cluding every rural bourgeois, would be an tmportant slep
towards completely “surrounding” the enemy and towards
the creation of a truly popular accounting and control of

the production and distribution of goods.

The Significance of the Struggle :
for Country-Wide Accounting and Control

The state, which for centuries has been an organ lor op-
prcs:uuu and robhery of the "3fn.-plL has left us a legacy of
the people’s supreme hatred and vnpwmn of everything that
35 connected with the state. It is very difficult to overcome
this, and only a Seviet government can do if. Even a Soyiet
government, however, 1t-\1i| f‘qﬂl]" plenly o ljlna: and enor-
mous perseverance to aceotnt plish it. This “legacy™ is espec 1]1
ly apparent in the problem of accounting and control—the
fundamental problem ’r‘u,m;., the socialist revolution on the
morrow of the overthrow of the hoargeoisic, A certain amount
of time will inevitably pass hefore the people;, who feel free
for the first time now that and the bour-
geoisic have been overthrown, will understand-—mnal from
books, but [rom their own, Souiet experience—will under
stand and feel that without comprehensive state accounting
and control of the pmdm‘.té:m and distribution of goods, the
power of the wrukmh peap le, the freedom of the \'-nlklrn"'
tained, and thal a retumn to the voke

people, carmof be ma
of capitalism is inevitable. i

All the habits and traditions of the bourgeoisie, and ol
the petty hourgeoisie in particular, also oppose stale con
trol, and ugh:H the inviolabilit v of “sacred private prop
erty”. of “sacred” private eoterprise. It is now particularly
elear to us how correct is the Marxist thesis that anarchism
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and anarcho-syndicalism -are bowrgenis trends, how ir-
reconcilably oppased they are to socialism. proletarian dic

fatorship and communizm. The fight to instil into the people’s
minds the idea of Seviet state control and accounting, and
to carry out this idea in practice: the fight to break with the
rotlen past, which faupht the pL:nﬂL to regar d the procare-
ment of bread and clothes as & ‘private’ alfair, and buying
and s¢lling as a transaction “which concerns only myse lf' _
is @ great fight of world-historic significance. a fight between
socialist conscionsness and  bourgeois-anarchist  sponta-
nety.

We have introduced workers' contrel as a law, but this
law is only just beginning to operate and is only just begin-
"l:[J':" LL§] I!*‘JlL"‘.ilJii' rlli" III;F'H}"'\ Ur },]"l\:]l‘i ‘{{'f':]llll‘-‘ (2] J t]"" ’}'[_I!L"‘:"'
iat, In our agitation we dn net sulficiently explain that lack
of accounting and control in the production and distribution
ol gonds means the death of the rudimentsof socialism, means
the embezzlement of state [unds (for all property belon;
the state amd the state is the Soviet state in which power
belongs te the majority of the working people). We do not
HEl‘:-E"ii._-ll_"l".iE}’ L"\’.l]llii"l'!;l tl'l.ﬂF_. [ i_':;f_'s‘_-l'lt._‘SE: ;I__l-l '.LL’L’L"H”':E,HE ﬂj_'-"f_l con
trol 15 downright aiding and abétting the German and the
Russian Kornilovs, who can overthrow the power of the
working people only i we fail o cope with the task of ac-
counting and control, and who, with the aid of the whele of
the Tural boureeaisie, with the aid of the Constitutipnal
Democrais, the Mensheviks and the Right Socialist-Revolu
tionaries, are “watching”™ us-and walting for an epportune
moment to attack us. And the advanced workers and Doy
ants do not think and speak about this sufficently. [Intil
workers” contrel has beceme a fact, until the advanced work-
ers have organised and ed out a victorious and ruthless
crusade against the violators of this control, or against those
who are careless in matters of coatrol, it will be impossible

to pass from the fivst i-.tt'p |{'|-:|'n workers’ fmrrr}‘" to the sec-

o pass on to warkers' regula-

ond step towards s
tion of pl-ﬂrfu. tion.:

The socialist state can arvise only as a network of producerd’
and consumers” communes, which conscientiously keep ac-
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gount of their production and l'-‘ll‘.hlJ.L']p{illJ ; Economise on
labout, and steadily raise the productivity of labour, thus
making it possible to reduce the working day to seven, 51%
and even fewer hours. Nothing will be achieved unless the
striclest, country-wide, comprehensive accounting and

tral of srain and the production of grain (and later of all
pther essential goods) are set going, ""upitittisn- lelt s a
legacy of mass organisations which can facilitate our transi-
tion to the mass accounting and control of the distribulion
of goods, namely, the consumers’ co-operative societies. In
Russia these socigtics are vot so well cloped as in Lhe
advanced countries, nevertheless, they have over ten million
members. The Decree on Consumers’ Co-operative bocieties,
issued the other day,® is an exiremely significant phenome-
non. which strikingly illustrates the peculiar position and the
specifie tasks of the Soviet Sociahist Republic at the present
moment.

The decree i3 an agreement with the bourgeois co-oper-
itive societies and the workers {f'--:j]jt:I‘thi‘i’C societies which
still adhere to the beurgeois point of view. It is an agrec-
ment, or compromise, lirstly because the representatives ol
the above-mentioned institutions not only took part in dis-
cussing the decree, but actually had a decisive say in O
matter, for the parts of the decr¢e which were strongly ap-
posed by these in stitulions were dropped. Secondly, the es-
sence of the compromise is that the Soviet government has
ahandonsd the prnciple of admission of new members to
co-operative sncieties without entrance fees (which is the only
consistently proletarian principle); it has also abandoned the
idea of uniting the whole population of a given locality in
a single co-operative sociely. Conirary to this principle,
which is the L,'ll]';.' socialist L}]'in,"]['llr and which {‘.-f'll'_r:_'S]’JUIlI]‘.'i
to the task of abolishing classes, the “working- L'm:sb CO-Dper-
ative socicties” (which in this case eall themselve "“];z't"
societies only becanse they subbrdinate thcmsu\-m to the
class interests of the bourgeoisic) were given the right
continue to exist. Finally, the Soviet government's proposa
to expel the bourgecisie enlirely from the boards of the
co-operative socielies was also considerably modified, and
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only owners el private capitalist trading and industrial en-
terprises were [orbudden to serve on the bpards,

Had the proletariat, acting through the Soviet govern-
ment, managed to organise accowting and control on a na-
tional scale, or at least laid the foundation [or such control,
it would not have been necessary to make such compromises.
Through the food departments of the Soviets, through the
supply organisations under the Soviets we should have orga-
nised the population inlo a single co-operative society under
prol¢tarian management, We should have done this without
the assistance of the bourgeois co-operative societies, without
!'I'lus{;rl,:'? any concession fo the 1?1II'J:'1_1.«-' |JL}IL[I_'EC-’_|i5 pl‘iﬂtiplc
which prompts the workers™ co-operative societies to remain
workers’ socicties side by side with bourgeois societics, instead
of subordinating these bourgeois co-operative societies en-
tirely to themselves, merging the two together and taking the
entire management of the society and the supervision of
the consumption of the rich in fheir own hands

In concluding such an agreement with the bourgeois co-
operalive socielies, the Soviet government concretely defined
its tactical aims aod its pecaliar methods of action in the
present stage of development as follows: hy directing the
bourgeois elements, utilising them, making certain partial
concessions to them, we create the conditions for further
progress that will be slower than we at first anticipated, but
surer, with the base and lines of communication betier se-
cured and with the positions which have been won better
consolidated. The Soviets can ':n'{f.u:z' .ffrr;:.r.'!rr':: 00w gauge their
uccesses in the leld of socizlist construction, among otliet
things, by extremely clear, simple and practical standards,
namely, in how many communities (communes ar villages.
or blocks af houses, ete.) co-operative societies have been or-
ganised, and lo what extent their development has reached
the pmnt of embracing the whole population,

Written between Apsil 13

aad 260, 1918

Pablighed April 25 1018 in Collected Tllorks,
Provda No. 83 and in ) 7. pp. 244-58
supplemenl to dzvesiio Mo, &5

:q;l:._:l-fli: N Lowin

BASIC PROPOSITIONS ON ECONOMIC
AND ESPECIALLY ON BANEKING POLICY®™

[. Completion of nutienalisation of industry and exchange.
IT. Nationalisation of banks and gradual trapsition to
socialism.
[1l. Compulsory organigation of the population in consum-
er co-operative societies.
I + Commodity exchange }
1V. Accounting and control of production and distribution
of goods.
V. Labour discipline,
[ + Tax pelicy }
Compulsory labour service, hegun from the top.
The most ruthless measures to combat chaes, disorder and
idleness, and the most vigorous and severe measures for

raising the discipline and self-discipline of the workers and

semsante. are to be regarded as absolutely essential and
peasants _ 3

urgent.

Conversion of state continl into a real control foi setting
up mobile groups of controllers in all spheres of economic
life.

Practical conditions coneerning the employment ol bour-
geois intellectuals and saboteurs who express the desire to
work with the Soviet government. _

Industrial courts for taking account of production, stecks
of g-;l-:_n_l.: and labour J_‘J1'-'|-'Iljf..t'i ‘i’iT':-,’_




Centralisation

':li‘l'i1:1:'f;]ftlt and i_'}_ﬂ_q_‘g[,.ll"lﬂ_:{i].l]
. Completion of nationalisation of industry.
2. (rradual transition to organisation of one and all i
consumer co-operatives and conmodity l."}ifili..-lla-.-_-
& policy.
Labour discipline and so {orth
Tax policy (finance).

Eors wbn 00

1. Completion of the naticnalisation of all factories, Tail
ways, means of production and c¢xchange. Categorical anc
rathless strupgle against the syndicalist and chaotic athitude
to nationalised enterprises® Persistent carrying out o
centralisation of ceonomic life on a nation-wide scale, Unre-
mitting demand for preliminary plans and estimates, weekly
reports and actual increase of labour productivity, Establish-
ment and practical trial of the apparatns for managing the
nationalised industries.

Measures lor transibion te |_'-_'|J'u_1_'uu]_mj':. currenl accounts
or to compulsory keeping of moncy in the banlks.

Compulsory vrganisation of the population in consume:
co=opcrative socicties and measores for Lransition to this

Conditions of an agreement with co-operators on gradual
' ation of the

whole population in consumer co-operalive socicties.

Written in April,
not earlier than Sth, 1918

Coallected Tlorks,
Vol. 27, pp. S518-19

THESES ON BANKING POLICY®™

1. A report to be compiled of what has been received in
private banks, including in the report the liguidation of all

allairs of each privaie bank.

(Unanimous.)

On the question of how to draw up the report, the fol-
Ang opinions expressed:
10‘;&T%Thi [ormer .:La,fi' (the Commissariat for the State }:}}ﬂﬂl{
having the right to remove some employvees) of each private
bank will be given an ultimatum requiring them to put in
order in a very briel period of time all the alfairs I'JF'J: the
bank and to draw up a balance sheet in final form, firstly,
for December 14, 1917.9% and, secondly, for the last day of
operations. i -
(b Private banks, in fulfilling this function of compiling
re[.:-n:rts and liquidating all affairs of the bank, act exclu-
sively as branches of the united People’s Bank of the Rus-
sian rllepuhﬂit‘. and only for the purpose of liquidation, with-
out carrying out any new opcrations.
(Hanecki and Gukoysky and Lenin.)
Special opinion of Spunde:
The balance sheet for 14:X11:1917 should be drawn
up by a special commission appointed by us.
No need to draw up another balance sheet.
Further operations, as from 14:X11:1917. to be car-
ried out in the name of the People’s Bank.
177
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All private banks, and also the State Bank, to bhe
declared the united People’s Bank of the Russian

Republic.
2. All the wark of compiling reports to be under the
pervision of the Commissariat for the State Bank

F'he largest possible nomber of experienced collabioratars

to be invited, including former cmployees of the State Banl
and private banks.
(Unanimous.)

3. Banking policy, without being confined to nationali
sation of the banks, must gradually but steadily be direct
cd towards converting the banks into a single apparatus fo
accounting and regulation of the sowalistically organised
cconomic lite of the country as a whole.

iSpunde and Lenin in favour.

| Gulovaky against.
Hanecki abstains, considers this impossible to carry out

4. Extraordinary measures for opening the largest pos
sible number of hranches of the People’s Bank throughoui
the country.

These branches fo be locaied in fowns and villages so as
to provide greatest convenience for the public,

Existing branches of former private banks to be used as
branches of the People’s Bank.

(Unanimous.)

&, Declaration of imnviolability of deposits (which, of
course, does not diminish the right of the state to levy
taxes),

6. Free circulation of cheques.

7. Full preservation of workers' control with regard to
withdrawsl of money from the banks:

8. Limitation of withdrawals of money for consumer pir
poscs to be retained.

A series of mmproved facilities for the public to be intro-
duced for the purpose of accelerating deposits of money
in the banks and withdrawal of money from the banks, as
well as simplification of tormalities.
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g. Adoption of measures so that the population Eh:‘]ﬂ‘]i;
keep in the banks all money ﬂfﬁ. absclutely Ilf'.i‘.ﬁ'.-::?:i.:"\.' _..im:
consumer purposes. Preparation of a law and practical steps
for campulsory implementation of this principle.

(Not to be published,)

10, In their activity, all branches of the People's Bank
within the bounds of the Federative Russian Soviet i{r_fpunhf
are to be guided strictly by the instructions and_dnuf:twu? of
the central board of management, without having the right
to establish any local rules and restrictions, Exceptions are
permitted only with the consent of the central board of man-
ggement.

Writien in April, not earlier than Sk
1918
) 1 i - rd 1o i
Firer published in 1926 in the mageaine Golieried :”;',;:1 ‘.
r o i | Vi e AT [ -
Proletarskaya Revnluisia No. § Val. 27, pp. 222-25




SPEECH AT A JOINT MEETING
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ALL-RUSSIA
CENTRAL COUNCIL OF TRADE UNIONS
THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE ’
E[;-Eréu. WORKERS’

N AND THE SUPREME EC ' C
UNION AND T SUPREME, ECONOMIC COUNCIT

From a Newspaper Report

L= e | 1

Gomrade Lenin vrged the complete nationalisation of all
trustilied enterprises, with the group of capitalists who
sponsored the project being enlisted in the service of the
state. i

frvestia Mo, 72,

e e Callected Tllarks.

Vol 49, p. 8H

LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE CONFERENCE
OF BEPRESENTATIVES OF ENTERPRISES
TO BE NATIONALISED®™

Having heard the statement made by the comrades elected
as the workers’ delezation at the conference of representa-
tives of large metalworks, and bearing in mind the resolu-
tion adopted by the conference, I am able to say that in my
opinion the Council ol Peoples Commissars will certainly
be unanimously i favour of immediate nationalisation if the
conference exerts cvery effort to secure planned and system-
atic organisation of work and increased productivity.

Hence, it is desirable that the conference:

1} Should immediately elect a Provisional Council to
prepare for the amalgamation of the works;

2} Should authorise the Central Committee of the
Metalworkers’ Union, in agreement with the Supreme Fco-
nomic Council, to change the form df and to add members
to this Provisional Council for the purpose of transforming
it into a Moragented Board of a single union (or amalera-
mation) of all the nationalised works:

3] Should approve, or by means of a resolution legalise,
the [actory regulations on the model of the Bryansk regu-
lations,58 for the purpose of creating strict labour diseipline;

4) Should nominate candidates from among specialists,
engincers and organisers of large-scale production, for the
purpose of participating in the management, or authonsec
the Supreme Economic Council to seek for and appoint
such;
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5) It is desirable that workers from the best organised

works, or those having most experience in managing large-
scale production, shall be sent {(by the Provisional Council
or by the Central Committee of the Metalworkers' Union)
to assist in organising affairs properly at the less successfy
works:

6) By keeping the strictest account and control of all
materials with reference to the productivity of labour,
must achieve, and we can achieve, enermous economies
raw materials and labour.

[ think that if the conference and the bodies it sets up
work energetically, it will be possible for the Council of
People's Commissars to pass the nationalisation decree within
the next few days,

Wi

May 17, 1018

). Ulvanow (Lenin),
Chairmen of the Council of
People's Commissears

Ixtestia Mo, 99,

4 Collected Tharks,
Mav 19, 1918

Vol 27, pp. 885-81

COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT “REGULATIONS
FOR THE MANAGEMENT e
OF THE NATIONALISED ENTERPRISES™

Communism requives and presupposes the preatest D-;E
sible centralisation of large-scale production t‘§1l-wg11rt1'_-s; 1.u
country. The all-Russia centre, therefore, :-‘-_'lIJ:.]]Cl d:n'h_;htf}i
he given the sight of direet fr.m'rj"c_.\l over all tr{e U.“PT;”.";_‘TQ%
of the given branch of industry. The rf:gn.o{m] |.Pr!t1ﬁ; le :}L
their functions depending on local wnc_l:t.mn::l of | ‘e_ e Ld
in accordance with the general production directions an

decisions of the centre,

To deprive the all Russia centre u.f I.‘m:j right -[I]:_ I{hll‘f';\:.t
control over all the enterprises of the giy en ind ustry ¢ ru‘ug,fr
out the country, as follows from the Commission's drait,
would be 1'(:,::1':11:1;11 anarchorsvndicalism, and not commumiism

Written Tute 2, 1918
Celtecied Dllarks,

Birst published in 18930 m et

Lenin Miseollany XX XTI




FOURTH CONFERENCE

OF TRADE UNIONS

AND FACTORY COMMITTEES
OF MOSCOW®

JUNE 27-JULY 2, 1918

Fraom the Reply to the Debate
on the Current Sitnation
June 28

I am asked: “Why is not a monopoly introduced on man-
ufactured goods, which are as necessary as grain?” My

reply 1s: “The Soviet government 5 adopting all measurcy
to this end.” You koow that there is a tendency to orga-
nise, to amalzamate the textile factories, the textile indus-
try, You know that the majority of the people in the lead
ing bodies of this organisation are workers, you know that
Soviet government is preparing to nationalize all branches
of industry: vou know that the ditfculties that eonfront
us in this matter are coormious. and that much effort will be
required to do all this In an erganised manner. We are not
setting fo work on this task in the way governments which
rely on bureaucrats do. It is quite easy to manage affairs in
that way: let one man receive 400 rubles per month; let
another get more, a thousand rubles per month—our business
i5 to pive orders and the others must obey. That is how all
bourgeois countries arc administered; they hire officials at
high salaries, they hire the sons of the bourgenisie and en-
grust the administration to them. The Soviet Republic cannot
be administered in this way. We have no officials to manage
and guide the work of amalgamating all the textile factories,
of registering all their property and stocks, of introducing a
monopoly of all articles of primary necessity, and of properly
distribuling them. We call upon the workers to do this work;
we call upon the representatives of the Textile Workers’
Union and say to them: *"YTou must form the majorily on the

collegium of the Central Textile Board, and you arc thh
majority on il in the same way as you are _‘thL ?nu,J_[‘mh
on the collegiums of the Supreme Economic .(_.i.jﬂ.ll'l.t_'.l'l. Com-
cades, workers, take up this very im]:-:!'ll.:;ipt .L.r::it task your-
selves. We know that it is mnuch more difficult than appoint-
ing efficient nfficials, bul we know also [!m.f_":lu-rr is no 1_Jtht_'1l_
wav of doing it.” Power must be placed in the hﬂ.ljd.‘r of
L'Iu:' working class, and the advanced wqutrs nu]»;’rl, in spite
of all difficulties, learn by their own bitter experience, by
their own efforts, by the worl of their own hands. ‘me all
articles, all textile gonds, should be distributed in the interests
of the toilers. (Applause.) }

Hence, the Soviet government is doing all it possibly can
in the present cireumstances to introduce a state 11~c:::n_£n:]_\,-‘
and to fix prices. It is doing it through the :nlnz'*.-.'lmm of the
workers, in conjunction with the workers; it gives them .;]m
maiority on the management boards, and in every leading
seritee, be it the Supreme Ecanomic Council pr the "l?”'“l@“""
mated metalworks, or the amalgamated sugar 1'1‘_:‘.1!::.::11'|t',23
which were nationalised in a few ta:cchﬁ."ihi_-; ]Hl a difficult
voad, but, I repeat, we cannot avoid r']ilhla:1_.||_i;1cz in the f-:u‘ﬂk
of getting the workers to adopt a new position, workers who
have been accustomed and have heen trainced bw the hour-
gevisie for hundreds of years merely to carry out its orders
slavichly. to work like convicts, of making them feel thaf
theyv are the povernment. We are the owners of industry, we
are the owners of the grain, we are the owners of all the
wealth of the conntry. Only when this has deeply penetrated
the minds of the working class, when, by their own expe
rience. by their own efforts, they increase their forces tenfold.
will all the difficulties of the socialist revolution be over-
coHe. . . .

Brief reports published June 20, 1018
- Mewda Moo 181 and Isvesia
Mo 183
Full seport published in 1818 in the
book: Minutes af the Fourih

cremce of Faelory Committes and
Trade [lnions of Moscow, ACCT.U
Pullishers

Collected Tarks
Vol 27, pp. $57-89




THE DEMOCRATISM AND SOCIALIST NATURE
OF SOVIET POWER

The democratism of Soviet power and ifs socialist nature
are expressed in the fact

that the supreme state authority is vested in the Soviets,
which are made up of representakives of the working people
(workers, soldiers and peasants), freely elected and remov-
able at any time by the masses hitherto oppressed by capital:

that the local Soviets freely amalgamate on a basis of
democratic centralisin into a single federal union as repre-
sented by the Soviet state power of the Russian Soviel
Republic; '

that the Soviets concentrate in their hands not only the
legislative power and supervision of law enforeement, but
direct enforcement of the laws thiough all the members ni
the Soviets with a view to a gradual transition to the per-
formance of legislative functions and state administration by
the whole working population. l

Taking, further, into consideration,

that any direct or indirect legalisation of the rights of own
ership of the workers of any given factory or any given
trade on their particular production, or of their :"1g'1‘11. to
weaken or impede the orders of the state anthornity, 18 a fag-
rant distortion of the basic principles of Saviet power and
a complete rejection of socialism. . . .*

Written in the fest half of 1918

First poblished Apdl 23, 195 Eollected Thorks
in Mapds No. 112 VYol 42, pp. 100-01

* Here the mamiscript breaks off —Ed.

FIFTH ALL-RUSSIA CONGRESS

OF SOVIETS

OF WORKERS', PEASANTS', SOLDIERS’
AND RED ARMY DEPUTIES®

JULY 4-10, 1918

Froin the Reply to the Debate
July 5

When it was said here that the Bolsheviks were yielding,
and that their reports contained nothing of practical value;
[ recalled the words uttered here by one Socialist-Revolu-
tiomary, a Maximalist T think he was, to the effect that the
Supreme Fconomic Council 1s passing from the control of
production to its admimistration. Isn't that statement of prac-
fical value? What, then, are those workers doing, who by
their own efforts. through their trade unions, have begun te
learn from the bosses the business of admmistering enter-
prises? You say that it is an easy thing to learn to administer,
but every day we in the Supreme Economic Council have
to settle thousands of conflicts and incidents which show that
tbe worker has learnt a lot, and we musl conclude that the
workers are beginning to learn—slowly, to be sure, and with
mistakes: but it is one thing to utter fine phrases, and another
to see how with every passing month the worker is beginning
to find his feet, how he is beginning to lose his timidity and
to feel that he is the ruler. Rightly o wrongly, he is acting
as the peasant does in an agriculfural commune. Time has
shown that the worker had to learn to administer industry.
and all the rest is just empty talk and not worth 2 brass
farthing. If, after six months of Soviet rule, we are now
heginning to find that control is out of date, that 13 a big step
forward.

The ery has been raised here that we are marking time, or
even retreating. Nothing of the kind, You may persuade
the kulak of that, but not the ordinary worker; he knows what
we mean when we say, let us have better people than the
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ones yvou sent, make them learn better than you are learning,
And so, when the cry is raised here about concessions, let
us ask any worker or peasant what he prefers: to pay in cm
cessians the debt the Germans imposed upon us, or to '7_-2_11" ;
When we signed the Peace Treaty of Brest,™ we said of
imperialists that until they were vanguished by an interna
tional socialist revolution, we should ot be able to defend
ourselves in any other way than by retreating, That is un
pleasant, but il will remain a fact—and it is better to tel]
the people so—until we have built up an army, for which we
shall need only a few years, not decades, provided we in
troduce a proper system of bread distribution, sa that there
will be stocks of grain for the army, gathered and stored. In
what nyerd or gubernia have the Left Socialist-Revolutiona-
ries done that? They have done nothing of the kind! And
until it is done, we declare that all your crics are just empty
talk; wherecas when we take a step towards administration
by the workers, we take a step forward. My words have been
misquoted here. What T said was that it must be a bad parly
whose sincere members ave obliged to stoop to such
talk.

We have assigned a thousand milliocn to our Commis-
sariat for Food—isn’t that a step forward? Much still remain:
to be arranged, and wou can do it if you only have the desire
But through whom, I do not know. Not through the old
officials, surely? Our workers and peasants on the Soviets are
learning to do it {(applanse), and so the purchases of textiles
and the appropriations are having their effect. Hundreds o
times the Council of People’s Commissars has discussed
through whom to purchase textiles, how to exercise cantrol
and how to get them distributed as quickly as possible. And
we know that as the wecks go by measures have been de
vised For combating profiteering and catching profiteers, ani
that with every month the workers are getting a firmer mas-
tery of this job—and this success of ours nobody can deny.
We are advancing, not marking time. On June 28, we car-
ried oul nationalisation™ to the extent i\uvi*.apq of several
hundred millions, vet you keep on ohjecting and r“nmrmu
the tall of the bourgeois intellectuals. Socialism is not a job
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that can be done in a few months. We are not marking time,
but are continuing to move towards socialism, and since the
Brest peace we have come claser to it.

Mewupaper reporl put.hsI'-,:'E. _T:I-i‘_i' T

1918 in fzvesfia Moo 140

Trublis wed 10 full 3 1918 in the hoolk Yollected Tllarks,
Faith All-Russia Gongress of Su?dé{.‘.’&a‘, fo e SH0- 1
Uerbotim  Report, All-Rusia CEC.
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From the SPEECH AT A CONGRESS
OF CHAIRMEN OF GUBERNIA SOVIETS
JULY 30, 1918

Newspaper Report

Comrades, your job is one of administration, which plays

a dominant part in the affairs of the Counal of People's

Commissars. Quite naturally, many difficulties lie ahead of
vou. In the majority of gubernia Executive Committees it is
cvident that the masses are al last beginning to tackle the
work of administration themselves. There are certainly bound
to be difficulties. One of our preatest shortcomings has been
that we still draw too little on the workers for our stuffs. But
it was never our intention to adapt the old apparatus to the
new systemn of administration, and we de not regret that with
the abolition of the old apparatus everything has to be buill
anew with so much difficulty, The workers and peasants
possess greater comstructive abilities than might have becn
expected, It is to the revolution’s credit that it swept away the
old administrative apparatus. Yet at the same time we must
admit that the people’s chief shortcoming is their timidity
and reluctance to take things into their own hands.

Some of our gubernia Soviets have been inefficient, but
now the work is steadily improving. Information has been
coming in from many parts of the country stating that the
work is progressing withoul any misunderstandings or con-
flicts. Although only eight months have elapsed, the Russian
revolution has proved that the new class which has taken
administration mto its own hands 15 capable of coping with
the task. Although it is short-staffed, the administrative ap-
paratus is running more smoothly every day. Our apparatus
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ie still at a stage where no definite results are vi.»;-ibhj, a fact
which the enemy keeps harping on. Nevertheless, _qult-: a lot
has already been done. The transfer of land and industry to
the working people, the exchange of goods and the orgam-
<ation of {vod supply are being carried into effect in face =.1’rl
bantastic difficultics. The working people must be promoted
to independent worlk in building up and running the soctalist
state. Only practice will teach them that the old exploiting
class is finished and done with.

Our chief and most urgent task is administration, orga-
nisation and control. This is a thankless and inconspicuous
job; but it is in doing this job that the manﬂ_qcri:_l} and ad-
ministrative talents of the workers and peasants will develop
more and more effectively.

. = p 2d T SRERI (B e
Tegestia Mo, 161, July 31, 1018 Crltocted €L vf.r.':_‘;
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Praeele Mo, 160, Auguast 1, 1915 Vol. 28, ppe 35-81




From the LETTER T(Q AMERICAN WORKERS™

Let the corrupt bourgeois press shout to the whole world
about every mistake our revolution makes. We are not
daunted by our mistakes. People have not become saints be-
cause the revolution has begun. The toiling classes who fm
centuries have been oppressed, downtrodden and forcibly held
in the viee of poverty, brutality and ignorance cannot aveid
mistakes when making a revolution. And, as | pointed out
once betore, the corpse of bourgeois society cannot be nailed
i thn and buried ® The corpse of capitalism is decaying
and disintegrating in our midst, polluting the air and poison-
ing our lives, enmeshing that which is new, fresh, young and
virile in thousands of threads and bonds of that which is old,
moribund and decaying.

For every hundred mistakes we commit, and which the
bourgeaisie and their lackeys (including our own Mensheviks
and Right Socialist-Revolutionaries) shout about to the whole
world, 10,000 great and hercic deeds arve performed, greater
and more hereic because they are simple and inconspicuous
amidst the cw'u'}u_]u}-' life of a i".‘Lc:t.q'lI'}‘ disttict or a remote
village, performed by people who are not accustomed (and
have no gpportumty) o shout to the whole world about their
SUCCesses.

But even if the contrary were true—although 1 know such
an assumption is wrong—even if we commitied 10,000 mis-
takes for every 10{ corrcct actions we performed, even in
that case our revolution wounld be great and invincble,
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and so it will be in the eyes of world history, because, for
the first time, not the minority, not the rich ﬂl".jm:’ not the
educated alone, but the real people, the vast majorty of the
working people, are themselves building a new life, are by
their own experience solving the most dil feult p]'ﬂblums of
gocialist organisation. ; .

Every mistake committed in the course of such work, in
the course of this mosi conscientious and earnest work If.l'l:
tens of millions of simple workers and peasants i reorgais-
ing their whole life, every such mistake is warth t}.Luusm'l_ds
and millions of “Mlawless™ successes ﬂl:hlf_:'u'lidlh}r L_]Li: exploit-
ing minorily—successes in swindling and duping the working
people. For only through such mistakes will the workers and
peasants lewrn to build the new life, learn to do without
capitalists; only in this way will they hack a’pa.l.l_x for them-
selves—through thousands of obstacles—io victorious social-
ism.

Mistakes are being committed in the course of their rev-
plutionary work by our peagants, who at one st[‘nkc‘:, in one
night, October 25-26 (old style), 1917, entirely abolished the
private ownership of land, and are now, month after month,
oyercoming tremendous difficulties and correcting Llh—:lr._ mis-
takes themselves, solving in a practical way the most ditficult
tasks of organising new conditions of cconomic life, of ﬁght—
ing the kulaks, providing land for the working peaple (and
not for the rich), and of changing to communis| large-scale
goriculture. | 1%

Mistakes are being committed in the course of tifa:':r rev-
olutionary work by our workers, who have already, alter
a few months, nationalised almost all the biggest fmrmr_ws
and plants, and dre learning by hard, everyday work I1|1E
new task of managing whole branches of industry, are setting
the nationalised enterprises poing, overcoming the 1‘:(3%\'{']},[_13]
resistance of inertia, petty-bourgeais mentality zg-d sellish-
ness, and, brick by brick, are laying the {rr.ln-.'la.'gcm of mew
social ties, of a new labour discipline, of a mew inlluence ol
the workers® trade unions over their members. ;

Mistakes are committed in the course of their revolution-
ary work by our Soviets. which were created as far back as
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1905 by a mighty upsurge of the people. The Sowviets of
Workers and Peasants are a new [ype of state, a new and
higher £ype of democracy, a form of the proletarian dictatos
ship, & means of administermg the state without the bour
geoisie and againsi the bourgeoisie. For the first time de
mocracy is here serving the people, the working people, and
has ceased to be democracy for the rich as it stll is in all
bourgeois republics, even the most democratic. For the first
time, the people are grappling, on a scale mnvolving one
hundred million, with the problem of implementing the
dictatorship of the proletariat and semi-proletarial—a prob-
lem which, il not solved, makes socialism eut of the gues-
tion,

Let the pedants, or the people whose minds are mcurably
stuffed with bourgeois-democratic or parliamentary preju-
dices, shake their heads in perplexity about our Soviets, about
the absence of direct elections, for example, These people
have forgotten nothing and have lecarned nothing during the
period of the great upheavals of 1914-18. The combination
of the proletarian dictatorship with the new democracy for
the working people—of civil war with the widest participation
of the people in politics—such a combination cannot be
brought about at one stroke, nor does it fit in with the out-
worn modes of routine parliamentary democracy. The con-
tours of a wew world, the world of socialism, are rising
before us in the shape of the Soviet Republic, It is not sur-
prising that this world does not come mmto being ready-
made, does not spring forth like Minerva from the head ol
Jupiter.

The old bourgeois-democratic constitutions wazed elo-
quent about formal equality and right of assembly: but our
proletarian and peasant Soviet Constitution casts aside the
hypocrisy of formal equality. When the bourgeois republi-
cans overturned thrones they did not worry about formal
equality between monarchists and republicans, When it is a
matter of overthrowing the bourgeoisie, only traitors or idiots
can demand formal equality of rights for the bourgeoisic.
“Freedom of assembly™ for worliers and peasants is not worth
a farthing when the best buildings belong to the hourgeoisic.
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Our Soviets have confiscated all the good buildings in town
and country from the rich and have transferred all of them
to the workers and peasants for their unions and mectings.
This is our [reedom of assembly—for the working people!
This is the meaning and content of our Boviet, our socialiat
Constitution!

That is why we are all so firmly convinced that no matter
what misfortunes may still be in store for it, our Republic
of Soviets is invincible.

It is invincible because every blow struck by frenzied mn
perialism, cvery defeat the international bourgeoisie intlict
on us, rouses more and more sections of the workers and
peasants to the struggle, teaches them at the cost of enor-
mous sacrifice, steels them and engenders pew heroism on a
mass scale,

We koow that help from you will probably net come saon,
cotnrade American workers, for the revolution is developing
in different countries in different forms and at different
tempos (and it cannot be otherwise). We kuow that although
the Furopean proletarian revolution has been maturing very
rapidly lately, it may, after all, not flare up within the next
few weeks. We are banking on the inevitability of the world
revolution, but this does not mean that we are such fonls as
to bank on the revolution inevitably coming on a definite
and carly date. We have scen two great revolutions in our
eountry. 1905 and 1917, and we know revolutions are nol
made to order, or by agreement. We know that circumstances
brought owr Russian detachment of the socialist proletariat
to the fore not because of our merits, but because of the
exceptional backwardness of Russia, and that before the
world revolution breaks out a number of separate revolutions
may be defeated.

In spite of this, we are firmly conyinced that we are in-
vincible, because the spirit of mankind will not be broken by
the imperialist slaughter. Mankind will vanquish it. And the
first country to break the convict chains of the imperialist
war was our country. We sustained cnormously heavy ca-
sualtics in the struggle to break these chains, but we broke
them., We are free from imperialist dependence, we have
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Iralscd_the banner of struggle for the complete overthrow of
lll]J_.'l::L'lLlléilll for the whole world to see. I
Lb:"v:if :‘ :_;S:ZL L r:; |‘t wle.r ;} |r_1\ :I. hJL_'::'ill;:gcd ll-_l_'.ll'.{'tl'tb'ﬁ, waLi{i?lg for
! hments ol the world socialist revolution to
come {0 our relief. These detachinents exisi, they are maore
numerous than ours, they are maturing, Ea'nwil{g sfuiu;nv
more strength the longer the brutalities of iTnpe:rial'*:s m ceBtL
nue. The workers are breaking away from their social-trait
urs'-l—tl'-.c Goemperses, Hendersons, Renaudels éi:‘.hﬁirlmnal;]n*
and Renners. Slowly but surely the wr::u'kul'i:: dIL ado ~ti31“:
communist, Belshevik tactics and are marching Luwu‘n]g Lfi;
l'J_.f'l_LlIL'f_;iI'i.ﬁIl revolution, which alone i8 capable m"‘ Savinb
dying :fuft'urft and dying mankind.
In sn_urt, we are invincible, because the world proletarian
revolution is invincible, ¥

August 20, 1918
N. Lenin

Preida Mo, T78,
Augnst 22, 1918

Colledcted Tarks,
Vol. 28, pp. 71-T3

gIXTH, EXTRAORDINARY,
ALL-RUSSIA CONGRESS OF SOVIETS
OF WORKERS', PEASANTS', COSSACES’
AND RED ARMY DEPUTIES™
NOVEMBER 6-9, 1918

from the Speech on the Anniversary
of the Revolution
November &

And so, comrades, when we ask ourselves what big changes
we have made over the past year, we can say the follow-
ing: from workers control, the working class’s first sleps,
and from disposing of all the country’s resources, we are now
on the threshold of creating a workers' administration of in-
dustry; from the general peasants’ struggle for land, the
peasants’ struggle againsi the landowners, a struggle that
had a national, bourgeois-democratic: character, we have now
reached a stape where the proletarian and scmi-proletarian
elerments in the countryside have set themselves apart: those
who labour and are exploited have set themselves apart from
the others and have begun to build a new life; the most op-
pressed country folk are fighting the bourgeoisie, including
their own rural kulak bourgeoisie, to the bitter end.

Turthermore, from the first steps of Soviet organisation we
¢ where, as Comrade Sverdloy justly

have now reached a stag
{here is no place in Rus-

remarked in opening this Conipress,
sia. however remote, where Soviet authority has not asserted
itself and become an integral part of the Soviet Constifution,
which is based an long experience gained in the struggle of
the working and oppressed people.

We now have a powerful Red Army instead of being
terly defericeless after the last four years' war, which evaled
hatred and aversion among the mass of the exploited and
left them terribly weak and exhausted, and which condemned
the revolution Lo a most difficult amd drastic period when

uk-
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we were rd(.'fﬁl‘l!’!ﬂtt.:s against the blows of German an
Austrian imperialism, Finally, and most important of all
WEI]I'Lin! come from being isolated intcmaiiom“v fron
:.vhu‘..‘-l we suffered both in October and aft the EJ&‘:'*iI:I;'-'t‘1 :;l'f
the year, to a position where our only hut firm h;il]i-v;gt]%r-
working and oppressed peeple of the world, have at Last
rc?cfled We have reached a stage where the ‘] t_‘ElC‘:UISID{ rhlu.
West-European proletariat, like Liebknecht and Adler, Jead.
€rs ':»'Ia-'n. spent many months in prison for their bold and
Tm'r;_w atiempts to gather opposition te the %mperi:,n!i:;l. war
have been set free under the pressurc of the rapidly r-‘ﬂ:'r-'fum
ing wtﬂ.;'k'er:;' Tevolutions in Vienna znd Berlin Tnstca\‘1 JJ-!'
lhﬂ!];% solated, we are now in a position where we ate zrnrc;h
ing side by side; shoulder to shoulder with our i|1L*|_:r-11';1:'r-~n‘=l
allies. Those are the chief achievements of the past x{f:ﬂ' 1
want to say a few words about the e sessd.

road we have coverad
£x s 7.4 R rex
about this transitional stare,

T R b T 1
At first our slogan was workers' conrol.

we Said that de-
overnment, {he capi-
il 0 abotage production and inerease
s ocation. We can now see thaf this would have enided in
complete collapse, So the first fundamental step that
socialist, workers' gover i e
We did not decree soc;
bec

: . ; z
spite all the promises of the Kerensky o
talists were continuing to s :

every
nment has to take is workers’ control.
de alism immediately throuphont industry.
! ause socialism can only take shape and be consolid
when the working class has learnt how to r
and when the authority of the working people has been firmly
m!a!'-?‘i.;he'{}.. Socialism is mere wishful thinking vl.:.;i_rhuut that
_T'hut 18 why we introduced workers’ contral, appreciating that
1t was a contradictory and incomplete measure, but an o
tial one so that the workers themselves might ¢
mentous tasks of building up industry in a vast country with
out and opposed to exploiters. And, comrades. everyone who
took a direct, or even indirect, part in this work Jﬁf.-er\;‘{:tw
who lived through all the oppression and brutal ¥
old capitalist regime, learned 2 greal deal,
lifile has been accomplished. We know thal in this cxtreme-
ly backward and impoverished country where 51;1-11;1.._---:‘1‘1-1:.-
ohstacles and barriers were put in the workers' I.*.’;L'.;:, it le_T'I

ated
un the economy

but an essen-
tackle the mo-

ality of the
T 1 i
We know that
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take them a long time to learn to run industry. But we con-
ider it most important and valuable that the workers have
themselves tackled the job, and that we have pa.ss?d from
sworkers’ control, which in all the main !_'-i'.:il!t‘lrla—..‘{ of |r!d!1.;tr=.'
was bound to be chaotic, disorganised, primitive and incom-
plete. to workers' indusirial administration on a national
scale. _ ¢l
The trade unions’ position has altered. Their main func-
tion now is to send their representatives to all management
hoards and central bodies, to all the new preanisations which
have taken over a ruined and deliberately sahotaged indus-
try from capitalism. They have coped with industry without
the assistance of those intellectuals who from the very outsct
deliberately used their knowledge and education—ihe result
of mankind’s store of knowledge—to frustrate the cause of
socialism, rather than assist the people in building up a so-
eially_owned economy without exploiters. These men wanted
fo use their knowledge to put a spoke i the wheel, to hamper
the workers who were least trained for tackling the job of
administration. We can now say that the main hindrance has
been removed. It was extremely difficalt, but the sabotage
of all people gravitaling towards the bourgeoisie has hﬁﬁ_n
checked, The workers have succeeded in taking this basic
step, in laying the foundations of socialism, despite tremen-
dous handicaps. We are not exagrerating and are not afraid
to tell the truth. It is true that in terms of our ultimate goal,
little has been accomplished. But a great deal, a very preat
deal, has been done to strengthen the foundations. When
speaking of socialism, we cannot say that great :ngrt'mns. of
workers have laid the foundations in a politically-conscious
way in the sense that they have taken to reading books and
11;11"rtplal{_~§_5, By political consciousness we mean that they have
tackled this farmidable task with their own hands and by
their own cfforts. And they have committed thousands of
blunders from each of which they have themselves suffered
But every blunder trained and stecled them in urr,l;a.n'ss'm;r
industrial administration, which has now been established an_d
put upon a firm foundation. They saw their work throogh.
From now on the work will be different, for now all workers,




not just the leaders and advanced workers, but greaf sections
of workers, know that they themselves, with their own hands,
are building socialism and have already laid its foundations
and no force in the country can prevent them from bLCI“"'
the job through.

We may have had great difficulties in industry, where we
had to cover a road which to many seemed long, but which
was actually short and led from workers’ E‘n"|1"|1"i't|| to workers'
administration, vet far greater preparatory work had to be
done in the more ??.3.(,LW1J{L countryside. Anvone who has
studied rural life and come into contact with the peasants
would say that it was only in the summer and autumn of
1918 that the urban October Revolution became a real rural
October Revolution. And the Petrograd workers and  the
Petrograd garrison soldiers fully realized w‘]en they took
power that great difficultics would crop up in rural organi-
sational work, and our progress there would have to be more
gradual and that it would he the greatest folly to try to in-
troduce socialised farming by decree, for on ly an msignifi-
cant number of cnlightened peasants might support us ulnL.
the vast majority had no such object in view., We tLch[{\.rc
confined oursclves to what was absolutely essential in the in
terests of promoting the revolution—in no case to endeavour
to outrun the people’s development, but to wait until 2 move-
ment forward occurred ag a result of their own experierice
and their own struggle. L

MNewspaper reports published

Movember 9, 1918 in Pravda

No. 242 and Izvestis No, 244

Poblished in full in 10909 is the haak Coliected Tl'arks
Saxth, Extraordirary, All-Russia Vol 28, pp 188-41
Congress of Soviets. Uerbatim Report .

From the SPEECH DELIVEEED

TO A MEETING OF DELEGATES FROM
THE MOSCOW CENTRAL WORKERS
CO-OPERATIVE™

NOVEMBER 26, 1918

We must say forthrightly that the workers and poor peas-
ants will do all they can to really pmmmt- the ideals of
socialism, and if there are people out of step with these ideals,

we shall go it alone. We must, however, make use of every-
= |

€.

onc who can really belp us in this most difhcult strugg

When discussing these questions last April the Council
of People’s Comnmissars came to an agreement with the co-
operators. 0 This was the only meeting that was attended
by members of the non-government co-operative movement
as well as the Communist People’s Commissars. _

We came to an agreement with them. This was the only
meeting that adopled a decision by a minority, by co-opera-
tors, and not by a majority of Communists,

The Council of Pl;nplcs Cominissars did this because it
thought it necessary to make usc of the experience and knowl-
ﬁll"L of the co-operators and of their apparatus.

Y._H_L also know that a decree on the organisation of »u[}pl
was adopled a few days age’” and published in Bunday’s

svestin, and which allots a considerable role to the co-oper-
atives and the co-operative movement. This is because so-
cialist economic organisation is nupu.ﬂsm‘c without a network
of co-operalive organisations and because there have been
a lot of mistakes in this sphere up io now, Some co-operatives
have been closed or h.!'.ll:)ll.lllﬂ?.d even though the Soviets
could not cope with distribution and the erganisation af
Soviet shops.




By the decree everything taken from the co-operative
must be returned {o them.

The co-operatives must be denationalised and re-estal
lished.

True enough, the decree is cautious towards co-operatives
that were closed becanse counter-revolutionaries had wormed
their way into them. We categorically staied that in this
respect the work of the co-operatives had to be kept undes
control, although they must be fully utilised.

All of you well appreciate that one of the '[JT'E]IL'EAFJ;..LL-
chief tasks is the immediate and proper organisation of the
supply and distribution of food.

Since we do have an apparatus with the necessary expe
rience and which, most important of all, is based on populars
mitiative, we must set it to fulfilling these tasks. It is parti-
cularly important to utilise the initiative of the people who
created these organisations. The ordinary people must be
drawn info this work, and this is the main task we must sef
the co-operatives, the workers' ¢ co-opcratives in particular.

The supply and distribution of food is something everyone
understands. Even a man with no book-learning understands.
And in Russia most people are still ignorant and illiterate be-
cause everything had been done to prevent the working and
exploited people from acquiring education,

Yet there are very many live wires among the people
who can dlﬂph'y tremendous ability, far ereater than might
be imaginerd. 1t is, therefore, the duty of the workers' co-oper
atives to enlist these people, to nose them out and give them
direct work in the supply and distribution of food. Socialist
society is one single co-operative

I do not doubt that popular initiative 1n the workers’ co-
operatives will indeed lead to the conversion of the workers’
co-operatives into a single Moseow city consumers’ com-
e,

Published in Degember 1918 Callvcted Tllovks,
a5 a leaflet and in the journal Yol 28, pp. 199-200
Rabocly Mir Wo. 19

From ithe Book THE PROLETARIAN
REVOLUTION AND THE RENEGADE KAUTSEY™

Kautsky beging his “economie :an:liyuib” of industry with
the following magnilicent argument

Russia has a large-scale Ld.plta]':bt industry. Cannot a so
cialist system of production be built up on this foundation?
“One might think so if socialism mcant that the workers of
the separate factories and mines made these their property
fliterally appropriated these for themsclves) “in order to carry
on pl oduction separately at cach factory” '13' 52}, % “This very
day, August 5, as [ am writing these lines,” Kantsky adds, “a
speech is reported from Moscow delivered by Lenin on Au-
gust 2, in which he is stated to have declarved: "The workers
are holding the factories firmly in their hands, and the
peasants will not return the land to the landowners.™ Up
till now, the slogan: the factories to the waorkers, and the
fand to the peasants, has been an aparcho-syndicalist slogan
not a Social-Democratic one” [pp. 52-535].

I have quoted this passage in full so that the Russian work
ers, who formerly respected Kautsky, and quite rightly, might
see for themselves the methads employed by this deserter to
the hourgeois camp.

Just think: on August 5, when numerous decrees on the
nationalisation of factories 10 Russia had been issued-—and
not a single factory had been “appropriated” by the workers,
but had alf been converted into the property of the Repub-
lic—on August 5, Kautsky, on the strength of an obviously
crouked interpretation of one sentence in my speech, ries o

ans




make the German readers believe that in Russia the factories
are being turned over to individual groups of workers! And
after that Kauntsky, at great length, chews the cud about i
being wrong to turn over factories to mndividual groups of
workers!

This is not criticism, it is the trick of a lackey of the hour-
geoisie, whom the capitalists have hired to slander the work-
ery revolution.

The factories must be turned over to the state. or to the
municipalities, or the consumers’' co-uperative sociefies, says
Kautsky over and over again, and finally adds:

“This is what they are now trying to do in Russia.
Now! What does that mean? In August? Why, could nof
Kautsky have commissioned his friends Stein or Axelrod, o
any of the other fricnds of the Russian bourgeoisie, to trans-
late at least one of the decrees on the faclories?
they have gon¢ in this direction, we cannot yet tell.
this aspecl of the actvity of the Bevict Republic 35 of
the preatcst interest to ug, but §f still remains entively shipuded in
kness, There is no lack of deerees. ... [That s why Kautsky ignores
their comtent, or conceals it from his reader - there is oo rcliable
information as to the cHect of these deerees. Socinlist production i3
impossible without all-round, detailed, reliable and rapidly mnformativi
detics. The Sovier Repuhlic cannot posei
o8 veb, What we leam about ils economic achivities 18 highly confra-
dictory and can 30 no way be verified, This, tou, is a rezult of the
dictatorship and the suppression of democracy. There is no freedon

=at

the press; or of speech® (p. §3).

oo How fac
At all eve

= created such sfa

i Tl

This is how history is written! From a “free” press of the
capitalists and Dutov men Kautsky would have received in-
formation about factories being taken over by the work
ers. ... This “serious savant” who stands above classes 15
magnificent, indeed! About the countless facts which show
that the factories arc being turned over to the Republic only,
that they are mamaged by an organ of Saviet power, the
Supreme Heonomic Council, which is constituted mainly of
workers elected by the trade unions, Kautsky refuses to say
a single word. With the obstinacy of the "man mn the muf
fler”, he stubbornly keeps repeating one thing: give me peace-
ful democracy, without civil war, without a dictatorship and
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with good statistics (the Soviet Rf:i'u,‘l]l.}l_i:_'. has c.t'?;n:(lécl % .ﬁ.t.i-‘.
pistical qervice in which the best .ﬂlctanatu;;al 'i.;'ijl_!t‘1tﬂ fm ._i le,\l—:il
are employed, but, of course, ideal _.s{ah.sht-.; clun.;uijl, be
pbtained so0 ¢ nickly). In a word, what J'\. autsky :_It-rn.mn‘,l:l: ":
revolution withoul revolution, v:'nhr.-_ut fierce qt_mg,_,‘_, ‘.MJ-.-'LT'I £
violence, It is equivalent to asking for strikes m \’\_F]'L.lt:ll wark-
ers and employers do not gtt_exc_llﬁjft.”Try to find the diltcJI
ence between this kind of “socialist’ ane common liberal

burcaucrat!

Wiitten October—not later thin
Muvember 19, 1918

Published in pufnl-hh-.r. form in
ty Kommumist

Publishers, Moscow

1918 Callecied TDorks,
Y¥al, 28, pp 245-17




TELEGRAM TO THE SOVIET OF COMMUNES
OF THE NORTHEEN REGION

Zinoviev, Smolny, Petrograd

Northern Region Food Committee, Economic Council
Petrokomprod

Gubernia Food Committee, Optosoyuz

Copies to Trudesoyuz, Cubernia Food Committees

Olonets, Cherepovets, Novgorod, Pskov Fronoinie Councils

According to information received, notwithstanding the
decree of November 21, local co-operatives are being nation-
alised and closed, their goods requisitioned and no help is
being given in restoring their legitimate activity 8 All this
causes dislocation of supply and upsets the organisation
of the Soviet Republic's rear. The present is an instruction
immediately to cease attempts to infringe and evade the de-
eree of November 21, to restore the closed and nationalised
co-operatives, to return their goods, and without fail to in-
clude the co-operatives in the distributive system, on an equal
footing with state shops. The co-operative machinery should
be made use of in 2l possible ways in the business of pur
chasing supplics and distribution, and representatives of the
co-operative movement should be drawn into co-operative
commissions of the food supply organisations. Infeingement
and evasion of the decree will be punished. This telegram
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ic to be communicated for information and ‘action to

all
Executive (Committees and food s=upply orgamsations ol
' 7 i v he publi 1 in the local news-
the Northern Region. To be published in the local ney

papcr 3.

Ulyanoy {Lenin),
Chairman, Delence Couneil

Colleeted oy i:*__

Vol. 85, p. B76

Deeember 25, 1918 i
ed in Petrogradikaye  Provda
Mo 985 Decemhber 27, 1918
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From the DRAFT PROGRAMME
OF THE R.C.P.[B.)%

Points From the Economic Section
of the Programme

The Russian Communist Party, developing the genera
tasks of the Soviel governmenl in greater detail, at present
formulates them as [ollows.

In the Economic Sphere

The present tasks of Soviet power are:

(1) te continue steadily and [inish the exprepriation of
the bourgeocisie and the eonversion of the means ol produc-
tion and distribution into Lhe property of the Sovict Repub-
hic, 1.¢., the common property of all working people, which
has in the main been completed.

(2) Ta pay particularly great attention to the develop-
ment and strengthening of comradely discipline among the
working people and to stimulate their initiative and sense
of respensibility in every field. This 1s the most important
il not the sole means of completely overcoming capitalism
and the habits formed by the rule of the private ownership
of the means of production. This aim can be achieved only
by slow, persistent work to re-educate the masses; this re-
education has not only become possible now that the masses
have seen that the landewner, capitalist and merchant have
really been ehminated, but is actually taking place in thous-
ands of ways through the practical experience of the workers
and peasants themsclves. It is extremely important in this
respect to work for the further organisation of the working
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people in trade uniohs; mever _b--*.'r.‘.nrﬁ has this m'g'aniﬁa,ti_p_ﬂ
developed as rapidly anywhere in the w u.ﬂd as lil1.1i-'|f!1' Soviet
POWET, and it must be developed untl_l literally all _wm'kmgl
people are org anised in properly constituted, centralised and
disciplined trade unions. ‘ ‘ |

(8)% This same task of developing the productive forces
calls for the immediate, extensive and CL1:11[)E'::1L§1'15:1\-'-: cm-
ployment in science and 1.c?hrmlugy ral1th§ spuuuhslsl w!}m
have been left us as our heritage by capitalism. although, as
a rule, they are imbued with a bourgeois world :Jullw__\!c and
habits. The Party, in close alliance with the trade union nrl-
ganisations, must continue its former line—on the one ham'll,
there must not be the slightest political concession to this
bourgeois section of the population, and amy cmmtcr—mu]—
olutionary attempts on its part must be ruthlessly suppressed,
and, on the other hand, there must be a relentless strug-
gle against the pseudo-radical but uctually ignorant and con-
ceited opinion that the working ycnple are capable of over-
coming capitalism and the bourgeos g::a;ml system without
learning {rom bourgeois specialists, without making use of
their services and without undcrgoing the training of a
lengthy period of work side by side with them. .

Although the ultimate aim of the Soviet government is 10
achieve full commumism and equal Temuneration for :'.l1|
kinds of work, it cannot, however, introduce this equality
straightaway, at the present time, when cmly_thc first sleps
of the transition from capitalism to communism are beng
taken. For a certain period of time, the l'cIr_l‘n':.. we must retain
the present higher remuneration for specialists in order to
give them an incentive to work no WOTSE, and even ,hﬁtitir‘
than they have worked before; and with the same object 1n
view, we must not reject the system of paying honuses for
the most successful work, particularly Urgmusah‘nnaL v_»-ugl«.

It is equally necessary to surround the bourgeois specialist
with a comradely atmosphere created by working hand in
band with the masses of rank-and-file workers led by polit-
scallv-conscious Communists 1n order o promote mutual
underglanding and friendship between workers by hand and
brain whom capitalism kepl apart.
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The mobilisation of the entire able-bodied population &
the Soviet government, with the trade unions participating
for certain public werks must be much mere widely and
systematically practised than has hitherto been the case.

In- the sphere of distribution, the present task of Soviet

power 18 to continue steadily replacing rade by the planned
organised and nation-wide distribution of goods. The goal
1s the organisation of the ecntire populalion in a single
sysiem ol consumers’ communes that can distribute all
essential products most rapidly, systematically, economically
and with the least expenditure of labour by strictly centralis-
ing the entire distribution machinery.

To achicve this object it is particularly important in the
present period, when there are transtional forms based on
different principles, for the Soviet food supply organisations
to ke usg of the co-operative socicties, the only mass ap-
paratus for systematic distribution mherited from capitalism.

Being of the opinion that in principle the only ecorrect
policy is the further communist development of this ap-
paratus and not its ection, the R.C.P. must systemati-
cally pursue the policy of making it obligatory for all
members of the Parly to work in the co-operatives and,
with the zid of the trade unions; divect them in a commu
mst spirity develop the initlative and discipline of the work-
ing people who belong to them, endeavour to get the entire
population to join them, and the co-operatives themselves
to merge inte one single co-operative that embraces the
whole of the Soviet Republic. Lastly, and most important,
the dominating influence of the proletariat over the rest of
the working people must be cons

tantly maintained, and
everywhere the most varied measures must be tried with
a view to facilitating and bringing about the fransition from
petty-bourgenis co-operatives of the old capitalist type (o

Const

imers’ communes led by proletarians and semi-pro-
letarians

(6) It 1z impossible to abolish money at one stroke in
i L R o IR o Lt
the first period of tramsition From capitalism {o commu-
L o i . 4 3 F +]
nism. As a consequence, the bourgeois elements of the popu-

=10

g

lation continue to use primtcl}-—mmr:{ currency _TIIE?I:(‘.'-TB-—
fhese tokens by which the exploiters obtain ihft right to
peceive public wealth—Tfor the purpose of l;|u_;r‘_1._1|_;:uu1_'-_._ profit-
making and robbing the working population. [he 1.1".1."1'!131‘.55_1-'.
tion of the banks is insufficient in itsell m_combzft this
survival of bourgeois robbery. The RGP, ‘i-\l.-'].].] strive as
gpeedily as possible to introduce tht. most raflmai Tt:u:._m_e:a
to pave the way [or the abolition of money, first and ]01?—
most to replace it by savings-bank bur{].tx. cheques, short-
term notes entitling the holders lo receive ,r;e:md:'.; from I.!n_'
public stores, and so forth, to make if mrs*._pul'au_nl'_-,; for moncy
to be deposited in the banks, cic PL‘ucE.u‘..al experience in
paving the way for, and carrying out, these and similar
easures will show which of them are the most expedient.
7) In the sphere of finance, the R.C.I. will lul.ﬁ'ldm.:e a
g:'&dluulcd income-and-property fax m all cases wherc 1t 13
feasible. Put these cuses canmot be numerous since private
property in land, the majorty 1f.-f factorics ;u-.fl.l-tl‘ull.hc.r
enterpriscs has been abolished. In the epoch ol thln;‘al;t,iim::l:
ship of the proletariat and ot the state ownersiip oir :Inu
principal means of pm'_luctirm,. the stale linances st be
based on the direct appropriation of a ceriam patl ol the
wanopolies to meef the

vevenue from the different state
needs of the state. Revenue and expenditure can be hmut‘u‘t‘:i
only if the exchange of commodities 15 properly 1;1'ga|1|scd:
and this will be achieved by the organisation of consumers
communes and the restoration of the transport system, which
1¢ one of the major immediate objects of the Bowviet gavern-

mrend.

37 1910 Collected  Wlarks
7. I9id
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EIGHTH CONGRESS OF THE R.C.P.(B.)%
MARCH 18-23, 1919

From the Report of the Central Commitice
March 18

Take the gquestion which engaged our attention most of
all, namely, the transition from workers’ control to
workers’ management in industry. Following the decrees and
decisions passed by the Council of People’'s Commissars
and local Soviet authorities—all of which contributed to
our political experience in this feld—actually the only
thing left for the Central Committee to do was to sum up
In a matter like this it was scarcely able to give a lead in the
true sense of the word. One has only to recall how clumsy,
immature and casual were our first decrees and decisions
on the subjeect of workers' control of industry. We thought
that it was an easy matter; practice showed that it was
necessary to build, but we gave no answer whatever to the
question as to FBow to build. Ewvery nationalised factory.
every branch of nationalised industry, transport, and
particularly railway transport—that most striking example
of highly centralised capitalist machinery built on the basis
of large-scale engineering, and maost vital for the state—all
embodied the concentrated experience of capitalism, and
created immense difficuliies for us.

We are sgtill far from having overcome these difficulties.
At first we reparded them in an entirely abstract way, like
revolutionary preachers, who had absolutely no idea of how
to set to work, There were lots of people, of course, who
accused us—and all the socialists and Bocial-Democrats are
accusing us today—of having undertaken this task without
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knowing how to finish it. But these ac.cmnt?ims '..-].T-E:.Eldll:lllfilr:i
made by people who lack the spark r,ali' life. -I-kt-t] ;-nﬁh;t
aet out to make a great revolution and know before mr}r : :fl
it is to be completed! Such lmnwlu‘:dg't Pw_‘nnnmt bcl_ r.x-.rnﬁ,l.
from bocks and our decision could hl}l'll'-lg"JTllf : mr‘- -.;|':
experience of the masses, And '1 say that it s Er out t],vnd
that amidst incredible difficulties we l]mlcxI.Gmhtlu_:n‘;]{;' .
problem with which until then we were un]ly lm:l }Jrh!l?“d,l'
that we inspired the proletarian masses 1o ﬂﬂph.}. ‘rult n:_n"ﬂ']l
snitiative, that we nationalised the industrial enter [;1;5?3, HJ.J?.I_-
so forth. 1 remember that in Smolny we passed as ,Hlv.-‘ll}j'ds
tenn or twelve decrees at one sitting, Tﬂ_al was an e;‘q:r}.s_.amﬂ:;
of our determination and desire to stimulate {!'n: _'":1'.'1‘T:'l.!l, :
experiment and imtiative among the pi'-:ﬂf:ta..‘r@._n !h.tb.":uﬁ ;
We now have experience. Now, we have '[_Tiiﬁ.‘-..c'!ll_, ﬂr p,r:
about to pass, from workers’ eontrol to workers ]ﬂdl}ﬂl:.étﬂ):lﬂ:
of industry, Instead of being :;I'rsnlut.:;l}rlhelpluss as v\ff'mTL
hefore. we are now armed with experience, and as Iar as
this is possible, we have summed it up in our pmgz.'a:mr?f;.l
We shall have to discyss this in detail when we r]elz.l.,l ‘-h|]-1il
the question of organisation. We woullr.l not have l\}u!']_". a ]f‘
to do this work had we not had the Eus:_-:.wi.nncc and collabora
tion of the comrades from the trade unions.

Claliected torks,

Published March 20 and 21, 1819 in Vol 29, pp. 154-55

Prevda MNos. 60 and 61
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Diraft third Claunse of the General
Political section of the Programme

(For the Programme Commission
of the Eighth Pariy Congress)®

Bourgeois democracy confined itself to proclaiming formal
rights equally applicable to all citizens, ¢.g., the right o
assembly, of association, of the press. At hest all legislative
restrictions on these points were abolished in the most demo-
cratic bourgeois republics, But, in reality, both administrative
practices and particularly the economic bondage of the
working people always made il impos
bourgeois democracy, to make any
and liberties.

ble for them, under
wide use of these righ

By contrast, proletarian or Soviet democracy, instead of
the formal proclamation of rights and liberti

lw-'
€8, puarantees
them in practice first and foremost to these ¢

lasses of the
population who were oppresed by capitalism, ie.,
letariat and the peasantry. Por this purpose, the Soviet
power expropriates from the bourgeoisie premises, printing
presses and stocks of paper. and places them at the entire
disposal of the working people and their organisations.

The task of the Russian Communist Party is to draw
ever wider magses of working people into the exercise of
their democratic rights and Eberties, and to extend (he
material possibilitics for this.

the pria-

Written not later than
March 20, 1919

First poblished Aprn
m Provda No, 113

¥rom SPEECHES ON GRAMOPHONE RECORDS®

Communication on the Wireless Negotiations
With Béla Kun

1 s 11
1 knew Comrade Béla Kun very \‘\-'L;”‘ when he '-"."iLFE'-:;jah.]:l!
a prisener of war in Russia; and he visiied me Lﬁnlnlum
1o discuss eommunism and the commmist l'f'!\".j“]h,hl'.l'l_.'L. |:-|}:I rﬂ—
fore, when news of the I_{ml‘!w]ﬁ“-mnquunm.brf\ri:,‘II:I.!?r.lka
was received, and n a =‘GJT—‘111]1‘JT£‘.£}T_1{)J'_lS-}_Ff_.l:‘.?:'l .-1,1 Luuti :
Bila Kun at that, we wanted 10 sp '_]_l. to. him and a '-l-_['.'.l\iitl-:
exactly how the revolution stood. dhe hwst mmnum:,eﬂ h[;i
we received about 1t gave us -,u:ur:._-_,_;rmw._h for Iiutn&. at,
perhaps, the so-called socialists, rrmr_:ﬂr-fsulmulm g _l-“. d ltw.rj;:
to some decgption, had gol round if‘;r. Cammunists, 1“:1:-\-!-11-1--
sn that the latter were in 'I:J:'l}-.u:_.‘_”._.";ﬂd s0, the day after jl.
first communication about the Hung&‘l'!sm :'r:.'-.'-.:]'gt.‘mfrl t‘;:a
received, 1 sent a wircless message fo Budapest, ;1&.Il.an§ }Lﬂlfl
Kun lo come to the apparatus, and 1 put a -|~.t.1mbr:_1' ?L L]:l!\l:-
fions to him of such a nature as to enable me .[.{J. ;J: ;;
that it was really he who was speaking. I :1.‘;1&.E'-r'lll' ol \‘:..--I;‘._'
real guarantees there were for .l.h‘“'., f-l';i:-.'l-.']f.tf'l—‘ll.'._ t{:: .l:jc-.J“.._:. 11‘
ment and for its actual policy.® Comrade BL]:IF I 'Tt* q; Y
was quite satisfactory and rl'l.':"pd |_L-si u]}fur ulnmc It d_:l:: |‘I-.
{hat the Left Socialists had visiied lzclal iumlul r|||1 1:-
consult him about forming a govemument. And I '-:_L.: |Lt15]s'l;-
these Left Socialists, whe sympathised with IthL- (’_;"l""_; .:1 ].1 -
and also people from the '[.f".ﬂT_.:'(T‘.‘ who I{:rnj.—'-_. u_ llu;:
povernment. while the Right E‘-'..H:'I':!_A:j*ﬁ. the ..ra.:l._u1::»-._-:,.|.:_f: :}
the irrcconcilables and i;:cm:ugii:lri, s0 fo speak, m‘m_
Party, and not a single worker followed them. Later co
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mumcations showed that the policy of the Hungarian Covern-
ment was most firm and so communist in f']':ﬂi" that while
we began with workers' control of ludustr\; and Gnl
gl'adi:m]l'g-' began to socialise industry, Béla Kun, with h.ilr
prestige, his conviction that he was backed by vast masses,
could at once pass a law which converted all the i-.1r1ul=':ir;'!
undertakings in Hungary that were run on \Tapi_fﬂi:.:‘il dluir::--

if.'l'fﬂ"i public property. Two days later we became fully con
vineed E%:?.t the Hungarian revolution had at once, u:]"-
fh‘tl’ﬂ.ﬁ‘j'tll!.}al'}' rapidity, taken the communist road. l!\.
dourgeoisie voluntarily surrendered power to the Communists
of Hungarv, The bourgenisie demonstrate o S,

3 gemsie demonstrated to the whele
}vn_rlrl that when a grave crisis supervenes, when the na’t‘:"-:
15 in danger, the bourgeoisie is unable to rovern. .:*,nd th:-:
is only one government that is really a poputlar wnvc;;:
ment, & government that is really beloved of the pe_{:}'ﬁt—::‘?n-
government of the Soviets of Workers’, Soldiers’ 't.rlr.:
Peasants’ Deputies, j ;

Long live Soviet power in Hungary!

Drelivered at the end of
March 1919

A : ¥ ; i
Publizhed in 1924 in th: magarine

Dl el Collected Larks.

Vol 20, pp. 24243

MESSAGE OF GREETINGS TO THE BAVARIAN
SOVIET REPUBLIC®

We thank you for your message of greetings, and on our
part whole-heartedly greet the Soviet Republic of Bavaria.
We ask yon insistently fo give us more frequent, definite
information on the [ollowing. What measures have you
taken to fight the hourgeois cxecutioners, the Scheidemanns
and Co.: have councils of workers and servants been formed
s the different sections of the city; have the workers been
armed: have the bourzeoisie been disarmed; has use been
made of the stocks of clothing and other items for immediate
and exlensive aid to the workers, and especially to the farm
labourers and small pemsants; have the capitalist factories
and wealth in Munich and the capitalist farms in its environs
been confiscated; have mortgage and rent payments by small
peasants been cancelled; have the wages of farm labourers
and unskilled workers been doubled or trebled: have all
paper stocks and all prinling-presses been confiscated so as
to enable popular leallets and newspapers to be printed for
the masses; has the six-hour working day with two- or
three-hour instruction in state administration been in-
troduced: have the bourgeoisic in Munich been made to
give up surplus housing so that workers may be immediately
moved into comfortable flats: have you taken over all the
banks, have you taken hostages from the ranks of the bour-
geoisie; have you introduced higher rations for the workers
than for the bourgeoisie; have all the workers been maohilised
for defence and for ideological propaganda in the neigh-
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bouring villages? The most urgent and most cxtensive im
plementation of these and similar measures, coupled with th

mitiative of workers’, farm labourers’ and—acting apari

from them—small peasants’ councils, should strengthen youw
position. An emergency tax must be levied on the bour.
geoisie, and an actual improvement effected in the conds
tion of the workers, farm labourers and small pe:
ance and at all costs,

With sincere greetings and wishes of success.

Weitten April 27, 1919

Iirst poblished in Pravda Collaeterd (Barls

MNa: 11, Apeil 22, 1930 Vol, 29, pp. 525

FIRST ALL-RUSSIA CONGRESS
ON ADULT EDUCATION
MAY 6-19, 1919

From the Speech Deception of the People
With Slogans of Freedom

and Equality”

May 19

We know perfectly well that we have to contend against
world capital; we know perfectly well that at one time 1t was
the task of world capital to create freedom, that it overthrew
feudal slavery, that it created bourgeois freedom. We know
perfectly well that this was epoch-making progress. And yet
we say that we are opposing capitalism in general, republican
capitalism, democratic capitalism, free capitalism: and, of
course. we kmow that it will raise the standard of Tiberty
against us. But fo this we have our answer, and we deemed it
necessary to give this answer in our programme—all freedom
iy deception if it runs counter to the emancipation of labaur
from the yoke of capital.

But, perhaps, this 13 not the case? Perhaps there is no
contradiction between freedom and the emancipation of
labour from the yoke of capital? Take the West-Furopean
countries that you have visited, or at least have read
about, Every book you read describes their system as the
freest system. And now, these civilised couniries  of
Western Furope—France and Britain—and America. have
raised this standard, are marching against the Bolsheviks
“in the name of freedom”. Only the other day—we now
get French newspapers but rarely because we are complete-
v surrounded, but we do get wireless information, be-
cause, after all, they cannot blockade the air, and we intercept
foreign wireless messages—the other day 1 had the opportuni-
ty of reading a wircless message that was sent ot by the pre-

219




datory government of France to the effect that in highting the
Bolsheviks and supporting their opponents, France was
remaining true to her “lofty ideals of [reedom”™. We hea
this sort of thing at every step, it is the general tone of their
polemics against us.

But what do they mean by freedom? By freedom these
civilised Frenchemen, Englishmen and Americans mean.
say, freedom of assembly. The constitution should cantain
the clause: “Freedom of assembly for all citizens.” “This,”
they say, “is the substance, this is the principal manifes-
tation of freedom. But you Bolsheviks have violated free-
dom of assembly.”

To this we anawer: indeed, the freedom that you British
French and American gentlemen preach is a deception il
it runs counter to the emancipation of labour [rom the yoke
of capital. You have forgotten a detail, yon civilised gentle-
men. You have forgotten that your freedom is inseribed in a
constitution which senctions frrvale property. That is the
whole point.

In your constitution you have freedom side by side with
private property. The fact that you recognise freedom of
asserbly, of course, marks vast progress compared with
the feudal system, with medievalism, with serfdom. All
socialists admitted this when they took advantage of the free
dom of bourgeois society to tecach the proletatial how to
throw off the yoke of capitalism,

But your freedom is only freedom on paper, but not in
fact. By that I mean that the large halls that are to be
found in big cities—like this hall, for example—belong to
the capitalists and landowners, and are sometimes called
“Assembly Rooms for the Gentry”. You may frecly assemble
in these halls, citizens of the Russian Democratic Repub
lic, but remember that they are private property and, pardon
me for saying so, you musl respect private property, otherwise
vou will be Bolsheviks, criminals, murderers, robbers and
mischief-makers. But we say: “We shall change all this. We
shall first convert these Assembly Rooms into premises for
workers' organisations and then begin to talk about freedom
of assembly.” You accuse us of viclating freedom. But we
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say that all freedom is deception if it is not :sul.aurflmatt-.n:l.tﬂ
the task of emancipating labonr from the yoke of caPﬂuL I'he
frecdom of assembly inscribed in the constitutions of all bour-

seois Tepublics is a deception because in order to assemble in
) i |

5 civilised country, which after all has not abolished winter,
has not changed its climate, it is necessary Lo have premises
in which to assemble, and the best of these premises are
private property. First, we shall confiscate the best prem-
ises and then begin to talk about freedom,

Published in 1919 in the
pamphlet: N. Lenin, .
Two 8pecches wl the First All-Ressia
Congress on Adult Education
{May 6-19, I919), Moscow

Colectod Tllorss,
Vol, 29, pp. 852-04




From ANSWERS TO AN AMERICAN JOURNALIST'S
QUESTIONS®

5, More than anything else 1 shoold like fo state the
following to the American public:

Compared to feudalism, capitalism was an historical
advance along the road of “liberty™, “equality”, “democ-
racy” and “cvilisation”, Nevertheless capitalism was, and
remains, a system of wage-slavery, of the cuslavement of
millions of working people, workers and peasants, by an
i!l_qi:_.!‘]]i[J:C::l}li 1“2“”1"”:," U[ ”ll,_J[_]l,‘.l":], H]it\-'l."L_l'ﬂ’J,lL'I'.‘!. i{iudu\i‘“ul'-ﬂ
and capitalists. Bourgeois democracy, as compared to tendal-
ismn, has changed the Torm ol this ecomomic slavery, has
created a brllianl scregn for it but has not, and could not,
change its essence. Capitalism and bourgeois democracy are
wage-slavery.

The gigantic progress of technology in general, and of
means of transport in particular, and the tremendous growth
of ¢apital and banks have resulted in capilalism becoming
mature and overmature, It has outlived itself. It has become
Thﬁ rus| El.-'.;'.l.-l;.nl'l?.l'}" Ill[l'll-l.l'i'ﬁli_.l: K4} ]]l_l]]_{;{,{l l‘!]‘ugl‘ess. IL _.Il:_l‘l:
become reduced to the abszolute power of a handful of mil-
Lionaires and multimillionaires who send whole nations info
a bloadbath to decide whether the German or the Anglo-
French group of plunderers is to obtain the spoils of imperial-
ism, power over the colonies, financial “spheres of influence”
or “mandates to rule”, ete

During the war of 1914-18 tens of millions of people
were Killed or mutilated for that reason and for that reason
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: : Py e
aloge, Knowledge of this truth is spreading u-1th]um?lfull
table foree and rapidity among the working j::rer.rp & .L.- a.{l
cotmtries, the mor nse the war has everywhere causea

] heoause interes ar debis has
uuparﬂlie!ud ruin, and bhecause interest on war deb

to be paid gverywhere, even by the “victor” mations. “Ihsi.
is this inlerest? It is a tribute of thousands of rﬂﬂlu{ns to the
millionaire gentlemen who were kind enough to allow tj&i'la:
of millions of workers and pcasants fo .'11111 z}ud maim one
another to scttle the question of the division i profits by the
cag?t:liﬁllla.psc of capitalism is iru?vita'hic. The I'l"fk"i:l%"[r}('lll'\
ATy CONSCIOUSNess of the masses 13 l:."rl:l'}"".'r'ilf.‘i"{: grlm«.mg,
there are thousands of signs of this. {_)ne small sign, un-
imiportant, but impressive to the man m the Si‘.l:::t?,. 5 L_h-::
novels written by Henri Barbusse (Le Feu, Clarte) \:.Il_l:J was
a peaceful, modest, law-abiding petly bourgeois, g philistne,
2 man in the streef, when he went to the war. R

The capitalists, the bourgeoisie, can at “hest” put OIF the
vietorv of socialism in pne country or another at the cost o!
sl:tu;;lirrring further hundreds of ih}ausfmrla of w;;_rkr:lrj an::l
peasants. Bul they cannot save L:a,?lta.h_sm.l Ihr~l Soviet ]R]E
public has come to take the place ol ca[a:t.a]-lsm:lthu l?:pml_lcl
which gives power to the working pcf.‘rpit:.a11e_._|:|1l:,- ts.) t IL
working people, which entrusts the p:r:JlL-l.'u'lstl with the gu |‘( .
ance of their liberation, which abolishes pnvate property
in land, facteries and other Lutana_nf }Jrur!ur.'lhr.il'll_. hcc_uliss
this private property is the source ol the exploitation of f..»‘u&;
manw by the few, the source of WAss poverty, 1}@. source o
p1‘ch:LF.:;-;'}r wars between nations, wars that enrich only the
capitalists. . S -

The victory of the world Soviet republic 15 certaim.

A brief illustration in conclusion: the Amencan bour-
weoisic are deceiving the people by boasting of t!*._r: I1hu'lt}:-':
equality and democracy of their country. 1;'.ur.lﬂc1thu' l.a-]_m
or anv other bourgeoisic nor any government in the world
ean accept, it is afraid to accept, a contest with our govern-
ImETE on the basis of real liberty, equality and democracy;
let us suppuse that an agreement ensured our gm'crs_-nfgnt
and any other governmend freedom to exchange ... pam-
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phlets published in the name of the government in any lan-
guage and containing the text of the laws of the given coun-
try, the lext of its constitulion, and an cxplanation of its
superiority over the others.

Not one bourgeois government in the world would dare
conclude such a peacelul, civilised, [ree, equal, democratic
treaty with us.

Why? Because all of them, with the cxception of Sovict
gpovernments, keep in power by the oppression and decep-
tion of the masses. But the great war of 1914-18 exposed
the great deception.

Lenin
July 20, 1919

Pravda Nao. 162, Collpcted TUorks,

July 25, 1919 Vol 29,

pp. 517-19

From the SPEECH DELIVERED AT THE FOURTH
MOSCOW CITY CONFERENCE OF

NON-PARTY WORKING WOMEN

SEPTEMBER 23, 1918

What we necd is not only organisational work on a scale
- wolvine millions: we need organisational werk on the
spallest scale and this makes it possible for women £0 \-.fru:-_la
55 well. Women can work under war m_miilwn‘h x-..-'hfa_1 it 18
a question of helping the army or carrying on 1=-.1;‘|’_a?1{)_11 |.|1
the army. Womes should take an active part in 11;_I this so
that the Red Army sces that it is being looked after, that
solicitude is being displaved. Women can also work in the
sphere of food distribution, on the improvement of public
catering and everywhere opening dining-rooms like those
that are so numercus in Petrograd. ! :

It is in these ficlds that the activities of working women
acquire the grealest m'g:an::i_ﬂt:-anall r-!g,nlllu:a:lyc. 11_]u.% ‘lf'_‘."”‘_:j
pation of working women is alse essential i the orfganisa-
tion and running of big experimental farms aln_d s:lmulai nof
take place only in isolated cases. This is somelaing that caitl=
not be carried out witheut the participation of a large |'|11"_i1h1_c-1
of working wumen, Working women will be very 1_-:~.:*I1|| in
this field in supervising the distribution o) l"".""], and in mak
ing lood products more easily ohilainable. l:n,slw{;m can
well be done by non-Party working women and its accom
plishment will do more than anything else to strengthen so-
cialist society.

We have abolished private property 'u:lllau'ul I_.1m_{ :.Lhnlmi
completely aholished the private ownership ol I;J.rrm'rfes;
Soviet power is now trying to ensure that all working people,

QTG
} G :




non-Party as well as P
— lt.] as well as Parly members, women as well as ¢
. il ol i : Fe L ek 1T1EN
] 1 take part in this cconomic devels nt, T 1
that Soviet power has beg BT E e ROk
instead of -|' r has begun can only make provress wwhe
msitead ol ; i s 1113 ! E : it .
throuxt i LLI cw hundreds, millions and 11'Ii||;'r|'|:. ol 2
rourho S e )
TEIELOY Russia take part in it. We are sure s
ol socialist developme . » We are sure that the cause
oliaid Ve ]I;l-'l{.l'll will then become sound, Then
orking people will show thay Yo
- I ; = 18V an e i 3
country without the ad of Yo L
Sl e aid of the landowners and capitali
1 socialise constraction wi : S alists.
e i ‘1'~|||_ be so0 soundly based in Bus-
: xternal encmies m other countries and n :
a 1L { e

5T

inside Russia will be any
2 1a will be any danger to the Soviet Republi
VG - LC

neptember 25, (910

From ECONOMICS AND PO LITICS IN THE ERA
OF THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT

In Russia, the dictatorship of the proletariat must nev-
itably differ in certain particulars from what it would be
in the advanced couniries, owing to the very preat back-
wardness and petty-hourgeois characler of eur country. But
the hasic forces—and the basic forms of secial economy—are
the same in Russia as in any capitalist country, so that the
pecaliarities can apply only to what is of lesser importance,

The basie forms of social economy arc capitalism, petty
commodity production, and comnmunism, The basic forces
are the bourgeoisie, the petty bourgeoisie (the peasaniry mn
particular} and the proletariat.

The cconomic system of Russia m the era of the dicta-
torship of the preletariat represents the struggle of labour,
united on communist principles on the scale of a vasl state
and making its hrst steps— the struggle against petly com-
modity production and against the capitalism which still per-
sists and against that which 13 newly arising on the basis of
petty commodity p roduction.

In Russia, labour is united communistically insofar as,
first, private ownership of the means of production has been
abolished, and, secondly, the proletarian state power is OT-
ganising large-scale production on state-owned land and m
siate-owned enterprises on a national scale, is distributing
labour-power among the various hranches of cconomy and
ihie various enferprises, and is distributing among the worl-
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ing people large quantities of articles of consumption he-
longing to the state,

We speak of “the first steps” of communism in Russia
(it is also put that way in our Party Programme adopte
in March 1919), because all these thimgs have been only
partially effected in our coumtry, or, to put it differcntly
their achievement is only in its early stages. We accom
plished instantly, at one revolutionary blow, all that can.
m general, be accomplished instantly; on the fiest day ol
the dictatorship of the proletariat, for instance, on Octobe:
26 (November 8), 1917, the private ownership of land was
abalished wathont compensation for the big landowners—
the big landowners were cxpropriated. Within the space of
a few months practically all the big capitalists, owners of
factories, joint-stock companies, baunks, railways, and so forth,
were also expropriated without compensation. The state o
ganisation ot large-scale production in industry and the tran-
sition from “worlers’ eontrol” 0 Uworkers’ management” of
factories and railways—this has, by and large, already been
accomplished; but in relation to agriculiure it has only just
begun {“state farms”, i.e.. large farms organised by the work-
ors state on state-owned land). Similarly, we have anly

just begun the organisation of various forms of co-operative
sucictics of small farmers as a transition from petty commod-
it}-' agriculture to compnunist agriculture.* The same must
be said of the state-organised distribulion of produets in place
of private trade. i.c., the state procurement and delivery of
grain to the cities and of ndustrial products to the country-
side.

October 30, 1919

Frevda No. 250 and Irvesiia siled
No. 250, November 7, 1819 40
Signed: N, Lemin

Cll s,
o pp- 108-09

* The number of “siote farms”
Soviel Bussik 73, us far as is kpow
the number of agricultural ardels = 3,006, Dor € ;
it at present tuking am exack census of all state farme and comimmes
The results will begin commg min November 1910,

CONMTNNeES in
setively, and

From the SPEECH AT A JOINT SESSION
OF THE ALI-RUSSIA CENTRAL | r
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. T[fﬁ;‘_.q;ﬁi]hmm
VIET OF WORKERS AND BE : |
?;;IMY DEPUTIES, THE .-%I,I,:ii[TShlﬁ CENTRAL
OUNCIL OF TRADE UNIQ?‘\_?, : _
f’iND FACTORY COMMITTEES, (]}1 THE OCCASION
OF THE SECOND AN NH-'E.RISM_PL_
OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION
HNOVEMBER 7. 1912

[t is particularly important for us to “I'jdfr::m!]:: I.|'|erhd.;
velopment that has taken place '1_n this Ip:_-rm-u:.:.:ia-.:l..ujici £ |:1—.h£
is development along the same llllt'h'.FHI OVEr .m,lwul _-[Jr_ b
industrial workers and other warking p-_-uplu_l e | d\:
their first steps with their real le 18] the -[!'l"ﬁu"t::ll"i..r.ll_ 111r=m
selves are now taking -over the adminisiration ol .‘.-Lﬂ]r.t,._. ]pu
Btical power, and at their head weo see r‘:~.:fr_\'wha?rc ._4; E1_-l
who are destroying the old prejt “:*arl of I|_:ct.t}- |JD-L-1] -,.,n::(il?
democracy, old prejudices the ‘.i-;.‘.llEC s 0l w!nl-:' 1 :'TI-L].‘TJJ LU.L::.
try are the Mensheviks and ‘.:3-;151\-1]:.'#_ HEV'}_U'_HIEJ.U:E"S", a .
throughout Purape are the representatives ol hnﬂr{{t{;l% i;cln
ernments. Previously this was an exception, now i :Jl.r-r ?Lf!—
come the general rule. Two years ago, n 'LJ"_‘L-.:}.:n*l'.1 t!'1.c 30'{'.-:]-1
geois government in Russia—their El”liililc.t ar coalition -I?\.t-,r
the Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolutionarigs-—was smashed,

but we know how, in careying on our work, we hac su]_ rz_er:'l
guently to ra_:}[guul:‘:t‘ every hranch of E:.r.'_h'_"slll'li‘i-?.’.’;:I.'[_|J1 _-:n”—.tl:;_-
2 way that genping representatives, rm'U'.L:tu.n:.'Ir?.' wnl‘kcf.‘&., e
vanguard of the proletaviat, i'c;ﬂ.‘.;.' took in hand ll'lwfu_._;.,;:aflr
sation of state power. That was 1n October, two ‘*“-11“44‘
when the work went on at terrilic pressure; ne ;ﬂlL -:'sm“:.f:t.
kivow, and we must say it, thal ihils wm‘k_ is TIM -=1I.-|.~=:1-.=.d L'.lLTl
now. We know how those who formerly ran ihe I,all: :\
asted us, how officials at first tried refusing 1o administrate
|-J.:-|:-lf+>'.r'11111 government, It showed fhat not the 51;5‘]112{:“*?.'.]"(:—-
pression could be made on it by such refusal: and after we

3 weelk *othe
b il;"- rraes sabotave was 5Tf]'|_‘.-'-r'}{_"ll{ in a few weeks }‘\ the
i 118 ErOSS & 34
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had put an end to this gross sahotage this same enemy tried
uther methods,
I'mme and again it has happened that supporters of the

bourgeoisic have been found even at the head of workers’
nrgz:nisa*.inm: we had to gef down to the business of ]]":13’7-]“.‘—.
the fullest use of the workers® strength, Take, for example,
what we experienced when the railway administration, the
railway proletariat were headed by |'|mplf who led them
along the bourgeois, and not the proletarian '[J..IT.l'l. We know
that in all -%phercs wherever we could c'eL rid of the bhowm
geoisie, we did so, but at what 5 price! In each sphere we
gained ground inch by inch, and promoted the best of o
workers, those who had gone throurh the hard school of
urganising the administration. Viewed from the side; all this
is, perhaps, not very dithicult, but actually; il vou go into the
matter, you will see with what difficulty {-r..- wiorkers, who
had been thro ugh all the stages of the struggle. :
thetr tl,k_lji.‘;i'.\'e how ﬂu‘.‘:-' sel thin 145 Uu]r]b—frllu workers® con-
trol to workers’ management of industry, or how on the rail
ways, beginning from the notoricus Vikzhel,” they got an
cfficient -‘r'ﬁ‘.m’i‘lllmt m’r',rrler'lC,; you \'.1-|-| ser ?!u\.\, ILHIL'-'“I.'!I|.1-
tves of the working class are gra making +|1m|- WAy
inte all our ‘.Il”'LJIIHrLHLJH‘: gl \lhrﬁlhi_runh L]:}LEJ‘.I ]_n., their
activity, Take the co-operatives, for example, where we sce
huge numbers of workers’ representatives, We know that
formerly they consisted almost entirely of non-working-class
people. Furthermore, in the old co-operatives, there were
people steeped in the views and interests of the pld bourgenis
society. In this respect the workers had to wage a lang strug-
rle belore they could take power into their own hands and
subordinate the co-operatives fo their interests, hetore they
could carry on more fruitful work.

Brief newspuper veperl published o
Daestir Mo, 251, Novembers O, 1519

Fuhlished ‘in fall tn Frecds T 951 Goflected Tlorks.
Movember 1919 ¥aol, 80 pyr. - 12881

el—All-Russia Exccutive Gommitteg of  the Railwaymen's
Frade Unioa.—T7d

NINTH CONGRESS OF THE R.C.P. {B.)
MARCH 29-APRIL 5, 1920°

Fram the Speech on the Co-operatives
April 3

That is why Comrade Chuchin is wrong when he advocates
immediate nationalisation. It would be a raod thing, but
it is impossible, for we arc dealing with a class which i¢ least
susceptible to our influence and which Lcunm*xl? cannot be
nationalised. We have not even nationalised all the indus
trizl |||Ir.|-uqu. By the time an order of the chief admim
etrations ind central hoards reaches the localities it hecomes
absolutely ineffective; it is completely lost in a sea of docu
ments, bocause of lack « '“].".i and telegraply, LH It is
therelole lmposs 1| o spes L -uI the nationalisation of the co
operatives as yet. C rnr.hfc* Milyutin is wrong 1o principle
too. He feels Eh-i‘t ] i3 pu;a[ on is weak and "_111‘.11\.‘1- that he can
gimply withdraw this point. But in that case, {_:'.":'Ill'li.l.IL M-
li,-'iﬂf_in you are un dlermining your ow resolution, you H:fL'
issuing a certificate to the eSect that the resolution of the
minority i right: for the spirit of your resol lution—rto -'-.uhm'-
dinate them to the volost executive uq:m-;ltma [that 1s ex-
actly what is said o the first clause— "take MeAsures” |
Cheka apirit, wrongly intreduced into an economic. 158ue
The. ather resolution says that the first thing to do is to
inerease the number of Communists; to 11‘Ltcnsif}-l Coimmunist
pro saganda and agitation—that a basis 11".'.'|E‘t'l he crtut_ed.
There is nothing grandiloguent here, no mmediate lﬁfﬁ'!,l.'ll':.ﬂﬁ
of a land flowing with milk and honey. Bug il there arc Lom-
umists in the lacalities, they will mow what has to Le done,
and there will be no need tor Comrade Chuchin to explain




W

ere eounter-revolutionaries should be taken to. Secondly.
an organ must be created. Create an organ and test it in
action, check whethe; production is increasing—that is what
the resolution of the minority says. First of all create a basis,
and then—then we shall see, What has to be done will fol-
low from this of itself. We have enough decrees saying thal
counter-revolulionaries should be handed dver to the Chela.
and if there is no Cheka. to the Revelutivnary Committes.
We need less of this fist-shaking. We must adopt the reso-
tution of the minority, which lays down a basic line of policy

ore
Brief newspaper report j

Provda No, 11 April 4, 1920
hed o foll in 10200 Gn tke book
igresi of the Russion Cellecred  Tosrks,

ished 10

if Ff:li_. Val. 30 vo. 48384
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INTERNATIONAIL WORKING WOMEN'S DAY

The gist of Bolshevism and the Russian October Revo-
lution is getting into politics the very people whl: were I'ECIHE‘
uppressed under capitalism. They were downirodden, L:ﬂt:lf..z'i:
and robbed by the capitalists, botk under the u;n.;*.];:]'-_-h y and
‘0 the bourpenis-democratic republies. So long as the land
and the factories were privately ewned this oppression Iand
deceit and the plunder of the people’s labour by the capital-

£
1

ists were inevitable .

The essence of Bolshievism and the Soviet power 15 0
cxnose the falsehood and mummery of bourgeois democracy,
k sh the private ownership ol land :Lndh‘-.lu factories
and concentrate all state power in the hands of the x—-;:__n-lnn_g
and exploited masses. They, these masses, get |:wlL_'- ol pﬂl}-
tics. that is. of the business of building the new society. This
10 casy task: the masses are downtrodden and oppressed
b , but there is ne other wav—and there can bu;
vervy and bondage of

to abolis

by capitalism,
no other way—out of the wage-sk

capitalisin. 2. .

But vou cannot draw the masses into politics without draw-
i in ;ri'u. woimern ‘as well, For unde r.’_’i‘t'l.i-';'tl.i.‘:izll the |¢‘|:r:_:1}€
half of the human race is doubly oppressed. The working
woman and the peasant woman are oppressed bju'. I'i1'i]_l!3|.._
Rt over and abeve that, even in the mos! A'E::m-:uw'n'nf‘"of the
bourgenis tepublics, they remain, [rstly, l“:E_‘.frTI%.‘-’{!d_ of some
viohts because the law does not give them equality with men;
and secondly—and this is the main thing ~they rvemam 1n
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“houschold bondage”, they continue fo be “household slaves”,
for they are owverburdened with the drudgery of the most
squalid, backbreaking and stultifying teil in the kitchen and
the family household.

No party or revolution m the world has ever dreamed
of striking so deep at the roots of the oppression and inequal
ity of women as the Soviel, Bolshevik revolution is deing.
Over here, in Soviet Russia, no trace is left of any ineguality
between men and women under the law, The Soviet power
has eliminated all there was of the especially disgustiog, base
and hypocritical inequality in the laws on marriage and the
Elatn”:\' n]]f] iru'.(]‘.l:.’ﬂ.it}' :.'I'I FC Il"_“f.._'t Ur 'CI'.,lil'_-l'l"'._‘l"l.

This is only the first step it the liheration of woman, B
nime of the bourgeois republics, including the most demo-
cratic, has dared to take even this first step. The reason is
awe of “sacrosanct private property’.

The second and most important step is the abolition of
the private ownership of land and the factories. This and
thig alone opens up the way towards a complete and actual
emancipation of woman, her liberation from “household
bondage” through tramsition from peity individual house-
keeping to large-scale socialised domestic services,

his transition is a difficult one, because it involves the
remoulding of the most deep-rooted. inveterate, hide-bound
and rigid “order” (indecency and barbarity would be near-
er the truth). But the transition has heen started, the thing
has been set in motion, we have faken the new path.

And sp on this international werking women's day couant
less meelines of working women in all eountries of the world
will send greetings to Soviet Russia, which has been the first
la tackle this unparalleled and incredibly hard but great
task; a task that is universally great and teuly liberalory.
There will be bracing calls nol to lose heart in face of the
fierce and frequenlly savage bourgeois reaction, The “freer”
[H18 H;;lt_r.‘t: r_'ll:'llai_u_':.'i{l,is'." i | 7:.21"II'.1';_.:,L'!'Ji:x ['I'Jlllﬂl'}' .I‘i. l‘i‘if '-.L"Jil'iﬁé' E}if
rampage of its gang of capitalists against the workers' revo-
lution, an example of this being the democratic repuhblic ol
the United States of North America. But the masy of worlk-
ers have already awakened. The dormant, somnolent and
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inert masses in America, Europe and even in backward Asia
were finally roused by the imperialist war.

The ice has been broken in every corner of the }vu;'lFl.

Nothing can stop the tide of the peopley’ liberation from
the imperialist yoke and the liberation of Wl!1'|ii|'|{‘_: men u._n-'l_l
women from the voke of capital, This cause is being carried
forward by tens and hundreds of millions of working men
and women in town and countryside. That is why this cause
of labour's freedom from the yoke of capital wall triumph

a1l over the world
March 4. 1921

Pablished March §, 1921 in & Collected Tlovks,

iy ; boiei it e i TR

Supplement to Pravde Moo 51 Vol, 32, pp. 161-6
= s

Signed: N, Lend=




From THE THESES ON THE AGRARTAN QUESTION
ADOPTED BY THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF FRANCE

4, My last observation coneerns the points ol the theses
which speak of the need to merease the outpurt of agricultur-
al produce and the importance of modern machines (des
machines modernes), particularly threshing machines (les
baltenses), tractor ploughs {les eharrues @ fruclewr], clc,

Al] these statements in the theses are undoubtedly correct
and necessary from the practical point of view. I think, how-
ever, that we should not conline ourselves to the ordinary
capitalist technique; but should take a step beyond that, A
few words should have been said about the peed for planned
and complete electrilication of the whole of France, and to
show that it i3 absolutely impossible to do this for the benefif
of the workers and peasents unless bourpeois rule is over-
thrown and power is seized by the proletariat. French lite
ature containg no little data on the importance of electrifi-
cation for France, | know that a small part of this data is
quoted 10 the plan for the electrification of Russia that was
drawn up by order of cur government, and that since the
war considerable progress has been made in France towards
the technical solution of the problem of electrification.

In my opinion it is extremely important both from the
theoretical and from the practical propaganda point of view
{0 say in the Lheses [and generally to enlarge on it in our
communist literature) that modern advaneed technology
imperatively calls for the electrification of the whale coun-
try—and of a number of neighbouring covntries—under a

single plan; that this is quite feasible at the present Lime;
that agriculture, and particularly the peasantry, stund  to
gain most from this: that as long as capitalism and private
WTIE s of the means of production exist, the electrilica-
tion of o whole country, or a series of countries, firstly, cannot
be carried out speedily and according to plan, and secondly,
cannol Benefil the workers and peasants, Under capitalism,
electrification will inevitably lead to increased ofpression
of the workers and peasants by the big banks, Lven belore
the war not a ‘narrow-minded Marxist”, but none other
than Lysis—who is now patriotically licking the boots of the
capitalists—had proved that Framce was actually governed
by a financial oligarelry. e

France possesses splendid opportunities tor electrification.
After the victory of the proletariat in France, the small peas-
ants pa]'ticL:lm‘li.- will bencht enormously Irom electrification
carried out according to plan and unhindered by the private
property of big landowners and capitalists. If the capital-
isti remain in power, however, electfilication cannol pos-
sibly be planned and rapid; and in so far as it 1s carried out
at all. it will be a means of imposing new fetiers on the
peasants, a new means ol enslaving the peasants to the
“financial oligarchy” which is robbing them today.

These are the few observations | am able 1o make on the
French agravian theses, which on the whele are, in my Op1TL-

ion, guife correct,

December 11, 1521

First published in 1922 I Collected o

; ; : by .
Tie Comm ¢ Jwters il Moo 2 Vol. 33
Sipred: A Rusitor Cor
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The Draft and Exflevation of ¢ Programmie for ke Soctel-Demo-
critic Party- was written by Leoin in 1895-96 while he was in
prison in 3t Petersburg, Nadezhda Krupskaya and Awsna Ulyanov
Yelizarova recall that the text was written in milk in the space be-
tween the lines of a book.

In this work Limin searchingly analyvsed the essence of capta
in Russia and advanced the basic tasks of the proletarian clas
strugele, p. 1l

! The peasant uprest in Russia in 1902 brought Lenin round to the
gomelusion that it was necessary to write & pamphlet for the peasants
In this pamphlet be used simple language to explain to the peas
the objectives af the workers” party and why the pcasant poor had
to alipn themselves with the werkers.

Fublished iz Geneva in May 1903, with the Draft Pro 0
the RSD L.P. s a supplément, the pamphlel was smuggled nto
Russia where it was widely distributed. It wag stodied at under-
ground Social-Democratic and workers' study-c and penctrated
the countryside and in the Army and Navy, g 14

o

An international meebiog to mark ee anniversaries—the 25ih an-
niversary of Mari's death, the 60th anniversury of the 1848
tHon and Paris Commune day—was held in Gepeva on March 5 {18);
1905, It was attended by 2,000 peaple,
On hehall of the RBDL.P., Lenin made a sprech in whi
spoke of the significance of the Paris Gommune, The aricle L
of the Communc” is a verhatim record of ‘this speech, It was prinied
on March 28, 1908 in Zagrawichnaya Goretn Mo, 2—argan of a
¢migrés in Geneva (published  in March-April
o

ol

Proudhonism. named after the Fremehl anacchi
Proudhen, was a vaciety of petty-bouegeois socialism which became

widespread in France and some other countries in the 18605
Proudhon stigmatised big capitalist ownership from a petty-bourgenis
standpoint and dreamed of perpetnating small private awicrship. ke
ascd to the revolutionary class struggle of the proletariat,
indhonis) thoories were

Was
denouncing even strikes ‘and tade unions. H
later adopted by esponents of so-called aparcho-syndicalism and
ire alse used by Right-wing socialists. i
Seo K. Marz, "8
termational Wor
(Marx and Enge
Moscow, 1978, PR |(:.;—';_j".|-.;'.

ceond Address of the General Council of the In-
1g Men's Association on the Franco-Prussian War”
I, Selectrd (Werks; in three volumes, Val: 2,
p. 13

b This is a relerence to a speech by Arthur Schmid on November 30,
1916 at & meeting of Swiss Left-wing Social-Diemocrats This meel
ing cxamined the question of drawing up & draft resolution ror
the p g cxtraordinary congress of the Swiss Social-Democratic
Paity, which was being ecalled to discuss the aititude of socialists
p. 28

to i leggry s WAT,

The darau decision—a decision calling for a mass revolutionary
struggle against war passed at a congress of the Swiss Secial-Den
*arty held in Aarau on Noverber 20-21 1915 po 29

in cmigrotion in
-y Revolu-

o

Lenin began to write hiz Lettevs From dfer vl
Switzerland, as soon as he was informed of the Fel
ticm in Russia and the composilion of the bourgeois Provisional
Covernmment and of the Excentive Cemmitiee of the Petrograd Soviel
of Warkers and Suldiers’ Deputies, ln these letters he apalysed the
revolutionary developments in. Russia and showed that Bolshevik
{nctics were well founded. He weots four letters i the period from
March 7 to 12 to 2a), 1917, Considerably abridged and with
s changes, the first letter, “LThe t otage of the Fiest Revolu-
tion”, was prioted by the Bolshevik pewspaper Praveda in Petr
on March 21-22 [April 5-1), The other letters were not publish
141%. The ffth letter, bogun by Lenin on the eve of hie depa
from Switeerland f was not completed. The ideas con-
tained in it were | ped in his works Leiters en Tachics
and The of the Proletariet i Gur Revolatica. p. 41

SO0

EITE

The agrarian fprogramme of the It was the land ceforme bill signed
by 104 members of the First Duma and submitted by a group of
so-called Trudowviks, at @ sitting of the Dama on
Juone A3, 1906, In this bill the Trudaviks des anded the
setting up of a “pational i fund” that would include land
wging o the #ate, the royal family, the churches, the nobility
and other big owners of la: Seme compensation was envisaged for
alienated ivately owned land (surpluses uver and above the
“labour porm” were subject to alienation). Alluited and small
privately-owned plots of land would be temporarily in the posses-

peds BIE
May 23

heli
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gion of their owiters. The bill cnvisaged the sobsequent gradu
transfer ol this land te the national Find ek :
Letter do the 8 i owas written by Lenin
. 7. d adopted on March 26 (Apuil §;
ta JI:\-:Z:| ng o ks who were departing For Russio
1L-\'hll.tl' living as an émigeé in Switeerland, Lenin was aclive i
he | jcal strugg irst in the Berne and then dn the Zuric
Soctal-Democeatic organisabion, a; # that party’s Right wing The
oumeroes documents the Lckts dsaued PimsE u;apcr-ﬂulli: noin I.J.I.l.:;l
party were deawn up in close co-operation with Lenin, T
' On November § (22), 136, gitmag toser wp in the counteyside
_L'ci_-ablc mainstay m the person of the kulaks the fsarist E-u-.{;m-.u-:.u
issucd a1 decree regulaling the peasants’ withdrawal [rom the con
s and the edtablishment. of their proprictacy rights {51‘-. lJ.I-r
allotied fands, After it was passed this decree becime known ﬂ.b the
Iill'-'l' IJ[IlEI_IJIl_’ 14, 1910. Tnde this law, named afice P. A Stolypin,
Lo Chairman - of he Council of Ministers, the peasant was free
to leave the comonune amd use the land atted 1o him as private
property ar gell it. The wyural communily was obliged to 1';P1'l'1'j.u'i"
peasants leaving the commn with an allotment of land in m:;
plice (an elral, homestead). Stolypin agraran reform acce]
ergted the development of cupitalism in eulture specded 'I"'!.'l;:'
siratification of the pcasantry nd. intensified the ’u-]._i_ﬁ-'.-.--l'l'-":hl1i]
the countrysicde, ; \ -n_‘bl 54

¥ y o &

[miform jfur the Profeiorien Perly was written by Ler o ,"LP-'"

L {28), 1917 during the preparations for the Seventh All-Russia
hevile Conlerence (see the following oote). It was typed and

Ol P R T { J g oS
al worle The Tashe of the Profetaviei in-Our  Hevolution: frafi
|

circulated among Party members before and at the conference

o 3%
B The Spventh Tpri ' PP T : '

I}'.g Seventh (April) Ati-Ruzsia Conference of the REDLT{E,] was

_.|n:'|-:| in Petrograd on April 24 (May 7-123, 1917, It was atiendsd

by 151 delegates with deciding vole and 1§ with delibera

Fro s TR i TS oy PR i 1

m 78 Parly o This was the fivst legally bel

conterence

Its significance was that it charied the ways and means of tum-
ing the bourgepis-democratic revolotion into o socalisc revoluton
and  advanced g i
Soviets. Essentially, thi

gTESS,

all power in the hands of the
. played the tole of a Parly Clon-

i The refefence is to Lemin's article “Impending Debacle”
| o . i ! i
published on May 14 {27), 1917 in Pravde No. 57 (Lofige:
Vol 24, pp. #85-97)
15 Rech (Speech)—a daily wewspa central organ of the Con-

siitutional-Demperdtic Party, a leacime party af th litieral-momarch-
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ist bourgeoisie in Russia. It publication  was started in 1906, and
it was closed on October 26 [November &), 917 by the Military
Revolutionary Cemmittee of the Petrozrad  Soviet. Subs ly
until August 10I8) it was published. under yilripus maines:
Kech. Supbodnara Rech, Uek. Novaye Frech and Meash Uer.
it Here Leoln uses a gquotation ftom the “Resolution on the Gurrent
Situation’ adopted by the Seventh (April] All-Rugs: ference Of
the RED.LP(B). The resclution was wrilien by Lenn (see
pp: 40-41 of this beok]. p. 13
i Thii i5 a refercnce to the stilemants by o delegation of Tlonets
workers to the Hcompmit Depattment of ihe Petrograd Soviet ol
Workers  and dicrs Deputies on acts of sabotage by owncrs of
mines and iron and steél plans who were out to suppress revolu-
tionary-minded worscrs by hupger. The statemenis describied the
unbicarable condition of the miners and stec lwarkers.
Novaye Zhizn [Mew Lilgj—a Menshevik daily newspaper which
wis published frem Apnl 12 (May 1), 1917 1o July 1915, o 46

15 Resalution on Measures to Cope with Ex srnnic Disorganisalion wWas
written by Lenin [or the per cunlcrence of factory conunticed
of Petrpgrad (scc ihe [oilowing netej. Tt was pulblished oo behall
of the Party Gentral Commiliee in b Mostow DBolshevik’ nowspaper
SoisinlDenrakrat on May 25 (June T}, I9LL and on Juac 2 (15} ia
Pravda as o dralt resolulion supges d by the Organising Boreau
get up to conyene the coniercnicc. As such it was pussed at the

contercncs I'J}' an overwhelming ripjocity of woles

@ Shah  (factory) cumemitizes  were  prolelarian clagg  organisations
which spranyg up in Mareh {917, immediately after the February
revolution, They drew up and presented economic demands to
Eactory nwners, cstal hicd an eight-nour working day wilhout want=
ing for offiGal permission controlled the hire and dismissal of
workers, st up workers' il Wa detachments, combated sabotage by
erireprencir, ol cd raw materials and fuel Tor the factories where
they - were set up in order &0 enible them to operate unint rruptedly,
and so forth, These cormmittecs were aehive in the October Revolu
tion, In 1918 they were i with the trade umions, hecoming
ihie lower organd of the latier.

[ke First Petrograd Conference of Factory Committecs was held
on May 80-June 3 {June 12-16), 1917, 1t debated the state ol i
dustry, control and regulalion of production in Petrograd, the tagks
of factory committess and their role in the trades vnion movemenl,
and so on. p. 52

W Japestio (News) of the Petrograd Sownel of tlorkers’ and Soldieri’
Deputics—a. daily newspapor whose publication was started on
February 28 (Maril 15), 1917- On Aunguat 1 (143 it became the vigan
oE the Central Execuiive Committee anid began to be published as
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Loyesticc o the Central Txed

Soz . of Workiers” and. Soldi Deputier; on September 20 (Octobe
12) 1ts name was changed (o Tzvestis of the Central Executive Cons
pittee of the Saviets of Tlorbord gnd Saldisrs Degeties. Th
thiz E.:('.riod it was in the hands ol the Mensheviks and Socialisi
Revolutionaries and attacked the Bolshevil Parts.

After the ﬂl'llﬂu_fl Soris .

i st Revelution the composition of
2eed

.:-:u editorial board was changed and the newspaper became an
#llicial organ of Soviel power P 35
: ﬂu‘.b:.:r:!'r’)!:;({ Gazeta (Workers' Gaette)—a Menshevik dally
111:\!}“5[11.‘:‘] mn FElTnp{s\'.iL} from Mureh 7 ::_"»‘l:i: ta Movemhbcr 30 [Decembe
3% (1917, p. 55

."IIT'I'l"iI'IH'--

Yedinstuo (Unity)

2 Menshevik pewspaper published in P
out i May-|one 1914, In the per 1
it was published daily. In December 18

January [01E iF was printed under the name Neshe Yedieton, [

Four issues were pul
March to Movember 1

= Llarinik Finansoo, Promysilennosii 1 Torevoli (The Financial  Lo-
it e e sy Fi R e ™ A [ e
LllL.I.::l.I-I-i.- and Commercial erald)—a weekly journal of the Ministy
for Finance; il was published in St. Petersbirg from November 1383
to 1917, pe 57
The Impending Cotastraphe and How (o Combut It was written by
I_.-L'J.':i[l in mid-Scptember 1917 while he was residing illegally i
Helsingfors, : -
In this work Lenin advanced a number of

\ . Programme  projposi-
tiofis. The measures of the proletarian .

. ed; govermmen| in the building
of a new socialist life, churted by Leain on the eve of Lhe Detober
Seeialist Revolution, have becn applied in the USSR, and ofther
countryes of the socialist cang. P 50

-"}yr.lr_: (The Dayj—a daily liberal-bourgeois newspaper  whase
pubucqla_un was begun in 8¢ Petersbury in 1912, AFfter the revolu-
tion of February 1917 it passed into the hands of the Mensheviks,
It was elosed on Ovioher 26 (November B), 1417 by the M tary
= R T Yy 1 f 4 E

Revolutionary Commitiee of the Fetrograd Sovice. p. 67

=3 L:’:J‘III! I'IL‘F('ITE in l‘-_is article “Introduction of Socialism o1 |_':‘(Pi?‘:|!t of
Filunder of the Staie?”, which was published on june 9 (22). 1917
P + PRI o J b £ e B oy i i = = i
w Pravde Mo, 77 (Collected Ularhs, Vol 25, pp. GE8-63). P 70
a7 " G E e P r L1 H L F
The reference is to Lenin's acticle “Paper Resolutions published
the second issue of the Bolshevik newspaper Rabockh
3

! ; Lii ] ;\|;_:|a1:
_5n.pt€]1‘;|.‘.u_| 81, IM7F (Dallecied Tlhorks, Vol

= boduavis  Thise {Wees O TAEd -
Swvobodngya  Zhizn  (Frep  Life)—a Menshevile  di newspaper
g=4i]].hi'ltni P f‘-.’:-g'rﬂd from September 2 [15) 1o & (21} ivstcad of
the newspaper Nooays Lk, which was cosed by the Provisional
Lovermmen, p. 56

ommittee and the FPelvowrad

W Birchipokie—Birzhevipe Chdomasti (Stock-Exchange Records| —a bour

o piblished e Bt Pelcrs-
pegis mewspaper founded in 1830 It was published in St. Peter
1. 3 N5 i hv w1 Lary
burg. At the cnd of Uctober (D17 b was closed by the M.Lll..:!é:
Revolutionary Clonmitize of the Peirograd Soviet P &

ing 't AT WAz 7 ] n currounded
During the Franco-Prussian war of 1870-T1, t1e (rerimans surrounde

the Fresch army at Sedan; and Emperor Mapoleon 111, who was
there, signed the i 103
there, signed the capiiulation. P
i T by ¥ ma ' e oy, o hasis |_'..
Lomin's Drafé Beguwloations oit d_‘t;ll-_-if, 5 Cotitrol were the Ir>.rﬂ|- l";l
the draft law on workers' control which was drawn up ; ter. On
: : 1 el 41 Fra
Novensber 14 (27), 1217, the All-Russia Central Exccitive Clommities
examined this draft Jaw and issocd the decree ‘.'-'|.'.L'~J]1_ i3 ﬁnf:wn -
“Regutations on Workers wral’”. The decree helped develop
workers” initiative and es contral owver production and distri-
bution of goods, Warkers' confrol plaj d an important part 2o pro-
ing the cnterprises against the plunder by capitaliste and in
training workers [or produclion management Siier the nationalisa-

: IS
tion of industry. p. 1O

: 5 : oapleitiad wigte N G M R, S
$ Phe Commities of Solvation {(Gemmiittes of Fublic Safeiy) 5

up on October 25 {November 7], 1917 by the h‘[u:&cox\fll_i_ii“r _l'-rrum!l
to wape armed strugele against Boviet power. It headed lhe .l.ll.-lll]'!.lf';!"
covolutionary revalt of officcr -cadets which |:n_r5an on L]u.-.-!_-..‘.l 28
(November 100, The revalt was crashed on November 2 |]-T?:'_dc".'ll-|
the Committee of Public Sakety papiiulited to the Moscow Military
Revolutionary Gommatles . 110
These fheses were writien by Lenfn in conneclion with the deafting
of a decree for the pationalisation of wrban real extaty by ﬂfe
Council of People’s Commissars. The r!-':'.l" was approved 1?}’ I:nf
meeting of the Council of Peoples Conunissars on N-.m:t'.-mcr}l;.-:
(December 6). 1917, 2od on August 20, 1918 the corresponding
Hecree was endorsed at o meeting of the All-Russia Cenlral E"I\'.L't'l'-llﬂ-"i:
Committee p. 113
After the October Reyolution, the board ol the Urals ?:-'Ti:u'mg
Sorietics stopped remitling money to the Urals: plunts, owmg 10
which they faced extreme diffieulties. The workers received no pay
{or several months and were starving: The Urals Regional Soviel
of Waorlers, Peasants’ and Soldicrs’ Deputies c'.-:lu!.',itird nne .'.’[ its
members, V. Vorobyov, to Petregrad to inform the Council of Peo
ple’s Comimssars of the sitgation i the Urnlf.-' ;:rl|r_J| .acii.l:.: the wages
question. Vorobyor met Sverdloy and fold him in detail about the
situption in the Urals. Sverdloy suggested thal Vorebyov 3b_~}r|1ci £0
to Lenin with him and reporl on the situation in the I.ralf. industry
and [ among e workers, Afier thew cr_-n'.’+31'nutnm Lenin
banded fo Vorobyov the note we publish in this bonk,




_ Un December 23, 1917 { Japuary 5, 1918), the Couneil of Foople's
Uommissars adopted a decision on the urgenl remittanes af 50 mil-
liom rubles to the Urals brancl of ilie e Bank.

In December 1917, the Urals Regional Executive Committee of
down the burcau of the Urals mining industry conference in Yo
terinhurg v Sverdlovuk), and late in December 1917 or early u
218, the t Urals enierprises were nationalised. p. 114

% Lenin delivered this speech at the mecting of (he All-Russia
Central Exccutive Commitlee on December 14 {27}, 1917 in con-
nechion with a discuszsion of the Doeree on the Nationalisation of
the Banlks,

Practical measures for the nationalisation of the banks were taken
immediately after the wvictory of the October Spcialist Revolution.
The Brst step in this direction was the taking over of the State
Bank, which had relused to pay out money on the orders of the
Council of People's Commissars,

By the order of the Council of 1% aple’s Commissars, a number of
emplovees in the Ministry of Pm'mm notably the ma [
State Bank, were dismissed and the Chief Commissar of lhe State
Bank was appointed te replace the manager. High bank officials
replied by going on strike. Despite this, the bank was soon opened
and, supported by junior emplovees, resumed its work, In  mid-
December 1017, Sovict power established control over all paymenis
by private banks as a transitional measyre peoding their nationali-
sation, (n the mos: :‘.iug of December 14 (8 273, thé éq.-l."r rument ordeted
workelrs' detachments and Bed Guard units to e.,,-.,,p all banks and
ecredif institutions in Petroprad. That same day, the All-Russia
Central Executive Committee ;n:1z;.ipr_qu_l the decrees "0On the Natlona-
lisationt of the Banks” and “On the lospection of Steel Safes in
Banks™. Both dccrees were published in fzeesia TalK Mo, 252, on
December 15 .:‘,’.‘sll, of 118

* Lenmin rvefera to B. V. Avilovs statcment: "By such a primitive
approach to the matier and the desire lo seitle everything with a
single blow of the axe, you will ealy undermine the delicate credit
organism.” oo 118

- Tha Feft Socinlist-Revolutionayis igationally formed as
a party in November 1917, Until t they had existed a3 the Left
wing of the peity hr‘“rﬂ‘m‘ﬂ ‘m:’_mlmt-llcwluuuna]. Party (3.Ra).
After the victory o 7 Revolution, the Lelt SR striving
to r11:'13r =r infuence : r 'the E\¢|.';;|n1.5 Co- -:.ulJ,__a.[L._. \\'1-]', the

il
of [’ccp[e ¢ Commissars. f [t SR d 1greed wuh the
Bolsheviks on the basic questions of secial ction and oppuosed

torship of the proletariat. Being opposed to the siening of
s PPeace Treaty (see Note Thb they withdeew from the {"c._m
il of People's Commissars in March 1918, but continued to rale part

il Lenin hid in mind a group of lJll ag workers who for n I

in the eollegia of the Commissarials and lozal organs ol pOWEE. In
July 1918, the Centri i Committee of the T_.-:th :Hq uuJl r:m-lcd |1::1l
Muoseow {he assassination of the German Ambiassador Mirbach an
g armed rovolt

guinsl Soviet pawer ‘o order to frustrate the Bres
Peace Treaty and invalve Soviet Russia

in n war Agsinst f=~||\1:1-1'\.'_

Wlu_n the revoll hiad becn suppressed ll\-: Fifrh All- 'RLH;.H Congre :
Soviets (see Note 63 decided to expel from the Soviels the ]:t
ialist-Revolutionaries who shared (he adventu vu;w* of |-|r:.aI

" J T=p

-;L"ii.‘itf.':i.!"_lp. Ha Tost all S”T"l"l’f Among ihe nj-h;‘;_\-“L].(_I ‘P‘?!‘_L‘_Illqt
ihe Left Socialist-Revolufionaries launched an armed stmggle f:L,.:u,_.
Soviet power. Some of the SR stood for collaboration Wlt% the
heiil i wers er @ a v the Communist Party
Bolsheviks and werg later admitred inke E 5 1%

i The article How to Organise Competity :n-:l_ the lFJHr_Fr1 I.‘es..rela_'
g Corsumers  Comenunes which follows it in ._11""" book, were
written by Lenin di Lis four-day leave 13:‘ L-:rll_ﬂ::rl from Dc-
cember o4 tn 27, 1017 {[ansary 69, 1018). The Vicws .1}'”.']5{“”-

ions cxpounded by Lenin in this ariicle were lafer riu'&'_c:?l.‘n_l:.q

his work The Immediate Tasks of the Soviel Covernmani. \part
162-74) and other writings.

which is inchuded o this book, pp. 125

|J.

ol f pert e - - 8 Pk |
w Niars  Teiter to Wilhelm Bracke of May 5. 18748 (Marx and

7 a0 1)
Engels, Selected Govrdipong leeer, Masgow, 1975, pp. 27 l
T pe L3

¥ lenm Goethe's Faust, Part One Secne 4 P 13

I A guotaticn

L}8 ]!
3
L.

- g
fime were uader the in 111- nce of the Mensheviks and Th- Right 51
whi headed the vellow Union of Printing Workers, After the E}{Iu-
ber Revalution, dhis waion laonched a strugele ins H"-"If:t. power
aml instigated strikes in DMoscow, Betrop snd some other cities, The
Bolsheviks had their groups in all ‘big print ing shops and founded
: aiter which the ycllow union's jnfluence
P 154

W fenin's Deaft Heeree pu Conswmers’ Gommunes Was F'Tluuutiil
e : g y : ks ' e ar eh Fampmalis

by the People's Commis for Tood and published in [fzves |
TsIK om January 18 (F 1018, The draft was Eun.xﬂ«

upposed 1_1..' the bourgeois ra, who domanded that co-0j

P il
tives be .uu._n,mh;rut of |1- ans. of HSowiet : =
neressary L ust the co-operat T:'u;u'lum'a}' o n-}nn.f m._{1 ITL.Il...;LE
the disleibution of products among. the [-.-|1JI;1 on, the Council of
People’s Gommissars had to minke certain comcéssions to the co-nperd-
tore. Mz tesule of the talks held in Mirch and carly '\.Plll 19]5{
ol the & p.c:ﬂ-{' Erongmic Councl and ol
bions a deeree. was drafied and was

the Red Union of Prinfers.
digninal

power, De

hetween reprosen tatives
co-opeeatives and Lood organisa i
discassed —on April 4 and 10 at the o ieetings of » Coungil o
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People’s Commissars, The drafe was ads ipted with Lenin’s addendn
and amendments by the Council of |x0r (_1 Coinmissars and on-
dorsed by the All-Russia CEC. on "‘Li il The resolution pra
posed. by the Bolshevik proup and adopt d l:j.' the GE.C ha
“the Deeree on Constmers’ Co-operatives i o eompromise decision
suffering from substantial shosicomings” and that the C.E.C.
the Decres on Consumers’ Co-operatives as 3 iransitional mensure’
Wavesiia UTSIK Moo 72, Apeil 12, 1918). On April 18,
was published in Pracde No, 71

Lenin gave his assessrnent of the decres i his work 7 e fnimes
diate Tasks nf the Soviel Govermment {yee po 162-74 ol this bool)

1]“”{“ {53

the decree

¥ Lenin has m mind the direstive of the People's Commissari
Food to ihe loeal Soviets on organising the foad sopply m y
the Commissarist's project for a Commissaiat § QLprnw unrl also
the Bupreme Feonomic Couneil’s project [or district ceonom
cils,
since the old food supply organs were sabotaging the docrecs of
Soviet pawer, on December 23, 1907 (Jamiry 4, 1918) the People's
Commigsariat for Food gave o directive to the local Seviels to take
tond supply in their hands and etganise their own Tood supply ma-
clhitiery with the s support of the delegate organisations, formed unde
fond 51!p[1.v organs, from consumer g’llmrnns and armics [delegutes
committees). At the gsama In._, the People’s Commi

argat for ]"n(.'d
drafted o praject on

its rearg ganisation inta o Commissariat Lor Supply
which would be in charge of supp ving the population nat only with
foodstufls, but with all commaditics, while privite trade would be
greally reduced. Acvording 1o the project. Tocal bodies of the Com-

riat Tor Supply were to become supply’ departments under the
Sovicls supnds UHJI,(-::'-_I._ |2 11
" The draft Declaration of the Warking and Exploited
Feaple was submitted at the me eting of the All-Russia Central
Execulive Commitlee on j&uu.tw 5 [Ir:_l. 1918, Tt was adopted az a
hasis and referred to a Co-ordinating Commission Tor final adjust
ment: '”'_: U:.';|:-.|':'[Jll't was adopted by the All-Russia CEC and
on January 4 (17] pJF‘..m:Ll in fzuestée TslE. t]n Janusry & (18], the
Declaration weas u_ml ot by Y. M. Sverdlov op behall of the All-
Russia C.EC. at the Frst sitting of (he 'umn{.«.'l+ Assembly and
anly for i approval. The eounter-révelati tiomary pad of the
Constituent Assembly voted against the mofion te discuss it Osn
Janiuary 13 r."-j'?,ll the Declaration was endorsed by the Third All-
Russia Congress of Soviats p. 14l

' When the counter-rovolitt toniry majority of the Constituent Assembly
refused to discuss ihe Declaration of Rights of the Working and
Exploited People, the Bolshevils and the Left SR asked for the

b [}

sitting 1o be interrupbed for discu 5r.|r_|"ir| their groups T;rﬂ'ﬂ: :IF:L:_]‘*I‘.
at ﬂ;:_' sitting of the Bolshevik greup, Do sugges| i | !1-:._:_}' .t;1.€| ]u:‘ ‘;C;C
tion of the Bolshevik gronp which he h ad .wntf_::r_ .-.| |.:_ .I':,,-..ch_
gut at the sitting of the C.—.nsﬁ':uc:}t .-":l.“l."iil'.ll'_d and 1]1.15 .i.ic\l(]nbf
viks should then leave the Amembly. This proposal was adoptec DY

. o F - f b B S &
the ?J-L;]'Bdl_ Bolsheviks' departure. the Teft SHEs= mu'm_f'-i:lt'.. 1’\“1:11r
1|':.m¢,|-s el 1.L' the wote the guestion of the fulhhmv ta rl.u: 1;:11,_

f by Euvr-i power. When the Right wing of the o

.‘-lll'“l:l -‘-\.v-l;_.l- 3 this propesal, the Left SR alse Ieft the

scssion hall, e
: Suan after the departure of the Pn-[wl ewili and the Left 5 ..1' £
il I:— U I 5 L.II‘ 5
Penple’s Commissar for the Navy, P. Y. 7. Dybenko, wl mdulfu r] Gl
¥ : i 3 £ = rua | CLO5 L
with puardine the Tauridz Palace; .U red  the :-uahrl II: a v
; ke i ning this, Lemin give
ikt i « Conygtiluent :-le.rmb v. O le :
silting ol the ':.._:'mh Mo 28 e
the Fallewing iostruction: “The s r an T-;_Ll.nu -ru-n.. J..l“:',!,,_.;
and ithin the precincts of the r'-l-""H'I'.'l Palape are ingtructe
A rR ¥ E A1 ol i ) i 2
: rl_ to | Low any vieolence twards: the counter-fevolutionary pa I'!
s { 5 J (AR LSg B _I : II .
of the Consfituent Assembly and, while permitting al 0 to freety
[eave e Tanride Palive, not to let amime 1o W'h].l}.h special
gave (5 SELLT AR i Aty ) i
I ¥ - B
arders. Charman of toe Couneil of 1 cop!
denf Lenin) aliected tlorks, Vol. 44, pp. b3 : e
The fc-nst, I(“'T Apsembly ended ta st bn the nig
i Sl | sl AT R e
s Oy the night -.l ].1|1|_J_1., £ [19). the All-Russia Lcntm_‘l‘.\r.‘.n =
4 : {he dissolodien of the Constituent

)

£
Commitles a-*cpt-d & decres on ! g

L i T b 11 1K on
h was published in Pravda and fooestio

t‘\.:Sc_—‘ﬂil-_.'. which o x4
January. T (200, 1918

2 v f i srrty Soldiers and

Fhivd All-Ripsia Congress of Soviets oj LE'-HFJ.I.IA. Soldiers a "

vt faell v hekd 3 fetrag oMy January .
Prasants Degmtics was held in Petrograd f Janu

A doal)y T i ] A P Tt

Lenin delivered a repart on the work of the Crouncil LI::QL' c]ap.. 3

y : 3 ¥ 3 oy 2 " F 1 f: <

Comimnisg The Congress approved Lenin's [‘lutli_h ion of T Il_r, i u;_

he ng and |".h]l|l-l|l?tl l"-:-- which later formed the basis o

e : e, The Congress adopted a reso-

All-Russia Cenlral Execu-

People’s Commissars and cipress-

the Constitulion of
uunn fin Ih.' Sl L]

ilso :1p1.=1'u'-'1:c|. the hasic provisions of tne

0 54 p. 15
ke Socialisation of Land {see Note 54 I

Lewin refers to the tallis between the All |41||Hr-":| [.Lul.l'u:::__‘u’v‘u_rk!;l]':ﬂr
Union and thelr empleyers for wider wor}l':'cts :£p1':'].-:.--r|l.u.-_: I.I'l, .al1_ the
Central Teather Committoe and ita rem ulding o V-:m_::lﬂ-ﬂ,l. .‘I:‘;:‘
A g alt of these falke. the Central f:,mmn:nt_u:r u:i; --ILCII”
reel were Loorganised bnoearly 1015, ana the wio ::_.lu.l...-_n.l ;.lr.',.,
ihirds of the votes, On April 6, 1918, a telegram signed by L
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was sent to all Soviels on the oeed to democratise the local oreans

of the leather indusiry and to Fulfl exactly the instrucSons issuc

by the Central and distriet committees for the Teather imdustry
P 1449

% The question of the pdtionalisation of (he merchant marine and
infand waler transport was discissed at a meeting of the Council of

Peaple's Commiszars on January 18 (31, 1918 Tt heard three reports:

onc from Tsentrovolpa, another from the Central Committes of the
All-Rusgin Seamen's and River Transport Workers' [nion, and
third from the Supreme E ¢ Council. Lenin's draft wasapproved
as & decision of the Counril of People’s Commissars; “Dn Seamen
arid River Transport Workers”.

In the manuscript of the draft deovee, Leain noted after Poim
4: "add § 3 from Obolensky”, and afier Po ! - & 1 fron
Comrade Oboler ]i'}".‘;. resololion

Paragraph & of the Council of People’s Commissars' draft reso-
lution proposed by N, Osinsky (V. V. Obolensky) said: “Prior to
settling the question of nationalising the merchant tlest all marine
and tiver freight and passenger vessels should be sequestercd and
compulsory repair of these wessels should be carvicd out st (e
shipowners’ expenge and under control of the shiphuflding workers
organizations."”

Paragraph 1 said: "I shoald be suegesied to the Central Com
miltee of the All-Rpssia Scamen’s and River Transport Workees'
Union and to Tsentrovelga that they unite at the forthenming con
gress of seamen and river transport workers and imn ertii

into businecss contacis.” 1, <151}

@ The relerence s to the Central Committee of the All-Russia Seamen's
and River Transport Workers' Union, p. 140

' On March 4, 1918, the Cooncil of Feoplé's Commissars discussed
the question of forming a Collegium for Water Transport Manage-
ment in accerdance with the Council of People’'s Commissars reso-
lution “On the Management of the Marine and River Merchani, Flest
and Water Communications” adopied on Febroary 27, 1018, and also
the question of wage payments: to the workers in the Volga and
Martinskaya system backwaters, According to the resolution of the
Couneil of People’s Commiss pgement of water fransport
was transferred to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Economic Council
with the Department of Water Communications Tormed r
Department’s Collegium was to consist ‘of representatives
Supreme Economic Council, the Council of People’s Commissars, the
Water Tras rt Werkers' Ulnion and the regional economic coun

B 152

" The reference is to the proposal made by the Ceniral Comanittee of
the All-Russia Seamen’s and River Transport Workers' Uninn to
concentrate the marmagement of water trangport fn the union's hands

245

The Councl] ef People’s Commissars refected the auarthrJ-'=‘,»'r]r|?-"=:"-'HL
demands 6f the water transport workers, On Lepin's suggestion. the
Cauncil of People’s Commissars decreed {o form immediately o colle-
gium on the Lasts of § 5 of the Council of People’s Commissars deci
cion of Febmary 27, to jncrease temporarily the nimber ol =_ra:-‘.|:
wmion representatives in the collegium and to take steps dor the
s mmediate despateh of banknotes to pay the wages of llu-lf wn-.]_:c_r's in
the Vplra and Mariingskaya system kwaters, The main points af
the Council of People's Commissars resolution were written by i..tf]it‘:r_in
52 The (hriginal Uersion of the Artice "T.’zs_ Tmmeedinte Tosks ffF ihe
Shiiet Government” was dictated by Lenin {0 a stenographer on
March 23-28, 1918, His work on the acticle was ap F.:\.ﬂ'll}'-l.‘ﬁ'l]f-'-"l.l‘.td
with the p ration for the discuesion in the lf‘.c::r.rﬂl_ {_.-11'.|rm'.l-.'r.: u_:.*.tc
R.CLP(B.) of the plan for the development of = _al-.sl: eonstruetion,
As early. as March 81, the meeting of the Party |:-E=!'l'|lril1 ﬂc)in'-lutf:f:c'
attended by Lenin, “stajed that the perind of "r.'ir_mill-‘r' power has
cnded and main copstruction iy oo’ 'c:l,'hll'-]'l:lt lIJ-:-'L-:r-rc is meces
sary to draw efficient; cxperienced; business. peopic fo the work
Rivoe the mecting revealed different views, it was (.II:L‘II’]\'I']; t con-
vene the Plenary Mecting of the Central Committee t0 reach a -:Trr
mon point of view. On April £ 1918, ai the mecting of the leading
G0 Cnembers with the “Left” Communiste' group, Lenin put for-
wasl ms a counteraction to the “Theses on the Current SJuzat-.r.-n.
nroposed by the "Left” {.‘mr._nu_r_iﬂ{s: his p 1:;.::3::1111& aunrllr %h}:v?r for
W sction, which were fevcely attacked by the Erl‘ : ,nrr-.—l
ety Snothe press. In bis opening speech at the GG lT’_cnar_v
Mecting on .-l;hfil 7. Lenin again stressed 1.E.-.11_L].=¢ E:F‘VDllitil'J:'l Wb
going through 2 new period”. The Central Commitice cr.f_.—ﬂs!-r.c!
Lenin with “woiking out & theses on ='||L=..c|..=. ent s on anc
yubimitting them to the C.EM. Tn l::_umccﬁnn with I!}m decision [.-r‘mrl
wirote Bis work, The Fmmediate Tasks of the .i'-rl‘z'.':zr '!"-'&..rm.rn::frt*irl..
Most of the chapters of the pripinal version 4|'! the 3Tt'.|;|_=. d!';" nd
ing those published in Miseallomes T, U1 and ?f,r-H: were ezt ;lu.‘u?md
in 1962, when V. T Tenin's Coffected Ullovis (Fifth Russian -.-'L|]||.l'1£;]
were heing prepared for printing. P-
® The Decree on the Nationalisation of Large-Scale lodustry was
adopted by the Couneil People's Commissars o T'.!EI.".. ’2;3. 198
and on . &1 it was published in ipestin UT:IE Na. 184 This
sionalised all large industrial enterprises and completed the
alisation of the hasic means of production. It was receded by
measures on the mationzlisalion of the banks, large melallorgical
works, the sugar, coal and nil industries, wEts 1-‘.L'31159-rll. lr;ti:_ r‘H
hounpine the transfer of large-seale industry to the -v:-rln-:::fE:!.gi of thi
state, the Gounri! of Penples Commissars left the nah‘an':tlwlc--l_ enlet-
nriges lemporarily. pending  Ehelr transfer #o the jurisdiction _uE
Sowiet coonomic oFgans i gratnitons tenant wic by the former own-
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ers” who were responsible for the safety and normal work of the en
prises, All workers and 1‘-l]LI']II-...| pergonte]l were declared to be in

he service of Soviet power. The Supreme Economic Council undes

tock 1o elaborate urgently and send to all nationalised enterprises

detailed instructiens on the organisation of their management.
Owing to the organisational work of the Communist Party ane
the activity of the working masses, natonolisation wos careied oot
vpromplly, despife enormons diffivultes. By Aumist 81, 1918, there
Whae alrcac[}' over 000 nationalised enterprises,
This decree also ced the nationalisation of all private rail
Va and ecommunal CMELTPTISCS ::'h":j?_:l' Sui_)r.lj.', gas V.'l'Jl;L'i: -::l‘Jl'.ln:_1:|1;»l'
transpott; ete.) which were transferced Ao the local Soviets. p. 138

The reference iz 1o the Basic Daw on the Socialisation of Land
adapted om Janoary 18 {31) 1918 by the Third All-Russia Congress
ol Sfr‘r’?(ttt_: Ell'ld ap;r-:rvcd = All ]-‘L[‘\. H | £ ral Executive Com-
miftee on January 27 (Februnry 9), 918, This law confirmed thi
aholition of all Tand property and transferred the disposal of land
to Bovict power. f 150
P In the manuvscript, Lenin's The [n :rrr:fmrn Tasks of the Sewier
Covernmeint was called Theses on the Frphe Sotlat (3ot
ment wf the Presemi Mawient. T.;_-n-.--ls Theses were. discusscid at
the mcctiug of the Pas fy Central Commitkes on -'"\!mri! 1918, The
Central Committee imanimously appeoved them and coted that
they should be published as articles in Prevda and Froestic TUTsFR
e_‘_ll':} :I]H:i r"llr. omb as iﬁ("!'\.']l'c"!l'_' :'r.'tIJ'l:'J]'lll'l‘S

The Central Comimitiee cenpowersd Lemin toomake a veport on

the immcdiate tazks of the Soviet poveriunent al a mech al the

All-Russia Gentral Fxeécative Gom ee and to prepare a smmmary
of the Theses 1o the form of a resolution.
1 The Imunedrate Tasks of the Sfi:';‘f-’." I":ri:r{'g':':;,rl.r'u!: Lenin oul-
JW:E i |\! i of socialist construction, clarified the key ]'j_'nb]_cp]z of
It "—ta[-'Tﬂh-'l-H.ul to sectalism, and elaborated the pri:
al the Seviet stale’s economic poliey. Many of the propositiond con-
taincd in this work are fully applicable ju the conditions of social-

ist secizly. P, 162
On November 18 (December 1), 1017, on Lenin'z suggestion. the
Councll of People’s Commiscars adopted a decivion, “On the Remune
ration of People’s Commissars and Senior Government Employees”
According to the decision, which had been dralted by Lenin; r!r
maximum menthly pay of a People’s Commissar was fix
bles plus 180 cubles for cach disabled wmenber of

amounted roughly to a worker’s average monthly
Anather decision adopted by the Counctl on [anwary 2 (15), 10
fullowing: the inguiry by People's Commissac for  Labowr
A. & Shivapnikov, and Dlkewise deafted by Lemn, explained that
the decizsion of Movember 18, 1917 did znet prohibit payment to

- , P > ot
specialists exceeding the ixed. top The Couneil ol Je?p e
nuneratio ST 1
Conunissars rl-.::n.h; sanctioned J11'1L-'| remuneration to exp \.I..I-
- pi s

seience and techoology. P

The Savict Government established contral over foreign trade in
the fist days ol its existemee. Inatially: this nr.nr]-M W:'..-EE'-ER.‘-IH‘”
by the Petrograd Military Revolutionary Committee, which con-
sidered applications for fhe export and irnport 1[_|.ru ods and super-
vised customs -activities, Under the decrec of l.ln anL.uLﬂ of
People's Commissars adopled o Decetnber ‘I‘.fl. 1917 [January |_!,_
1918}, the powers of contrel over [ercign trade Wore vested in .rm
People’s Commissarial for Trade and  Todustey This E‘rmlw.-l :_I.i}{'-’.]-
customs  inspection;  REoweyer. were not endugh . o ~';l..'c,f.fl:.11: the
il nonry zgainst forelgn capital. Statc monopoly in [oreign
¢ was what Lenin Jua,lnmci s eﬂrl\f as December 1917, and the
At \an-:.'- was adopted by the Couneil of Peaple's (ommissars
om-April 92 19IE 170

In the éaily months of Sdaviet power bmpoesitiens and $pecial t'-HiI::'
were gne of the moin sources of budgel revenue, particularly i the
lnealitizs. As the positions of Soviel power consolidated, a transition
to regular taxalion became possible, a n1L,_\1:.}_\wl.l 11:.:'.1 ne fins 1)11:1
a property tax being the main mstroment for Ei]ll[hlﬂg the h‘.|1ul:[1
of tuxation on lo the properticd 31. groups. I'he: First AH-RL}SE::I:
Congress of Representatives of Soviets Fioancial Dep ents, held
it Moscow between May 17 and 215 1918, approved Lenins proposal
to introadiee @ lax on J:Lcn—m_ and propeciy, @ 1] set up o special comi-
imisgion to draft the requisite statute on the basis ol Lemin’s theses.
A decree which laid down a stiiet system of incon 7
taxation wis adopled by the Council of People's Cnmmissar
June 17, 1913, [

See Note 42

This document waz writfien bu Lenin bhelow the following fext
the “Theses on Banking Palicy” draited by the Peoples “E.‘li‘.l;"ll.ﬂ'asia'.";lili
for Fimance: 1. Mot monoepolisuiien gt - mate cn.ﬂﬁ:&’nn of the
banlking system. Further and more radical matiomalization of |:Edus'.‘r}f
and exchange, nrovided the grass-toot workers are arg: anised lor the
purpose, 2. Lontipued regulation of issues fir consumption. 3. Free
chegue c’:'n;'L‘”um:. E intraduction [Lenin changed "I.'ltl:'bfl'licilﬂ:‘l
to "preservilio —l"llj af the right to cootrel the choque cird . o1l
of private entorpe 4. Compulsory currenl accounts, p1'm'1d{:.n the
technival side of pusiness i pre -;,ut'\'-.' thought out. 5 National
ieation of foreign brade and _.!."A:‘Tlr:r . 2

Tenin wrotc the title ie Propositions om _l'",cr.-nm:l:nr 215121

ecially on Banling Poliey” ahove the fext of the *Theses”. p. 175

[his derand was vifal, since the pationalisation process way Com-
{he fact that workers of some enterprises amd  cerlain

51




tade  um tended to regard their nationalised enter g A
industried a4 their vwn property. Lenin denounced these anarcho
syndicalist {endencics. Sce Lenin’s: wpeech at a discussion of th
Volga River transport in the Couneil of People’s Commissars o

March 4. 1918 (pp. 152-54 of this book). p. Liti

52 The "Theses on Banking Policy” were drawn up by Lenin at
meeting with the leading: olficials #f the People’s Commissariat fo
Finante and the State Bank held in March-Apeil 1918, g 175

B2 The decrees "On the Mationalisation of the Banks”™ and "On th
[nspection of Steel Bafes in Banks” were approved by the All-Bussi:
Central Executive Committee on December 14 [27), 1917 (sec Mot
35). e

i
of Trade Unions, the Central Committee of the Meoiglworkers' Un
and the Supreme Feomomde Cowned! discussed o proposal sponsered
by & group of capitalists th sél up n truet {FThe Natianal Com
pany’'), The trust was to inclode plants producing stcam cngings
railway cars, ships, rails, heavy machinery and alse a considerably
number of Donbas mines and iron and steel works in the Urals and
the South. The project covisaged the tramsler to the trust of :
tracts of Farmland to srganise ils own agriciltural production The
trust was intended to have a basic capital of 1,500 mitlion rubles and
to l:m]:.-ic.'_r 500 thousand workers, This F.I'ﬁit‘.l"- of betreenis business
mer was an atlempt to prevent the nationalisation of a vital branch
of indmstry. The Sovict state was assigned 2 socondary role: omly
A3 per cent af the basic [':tp'[I;LT was to be held by the state, the huoll
belonging to private capitalists. Moteover, the $tate was to contribute
its sharc in cash. which meant financing the whole trust

The talks went on from Movember 1917 io April 1918
Soviet Government rejected the monopobsts’ attcmpls to
capitalist property, buk  exoressed  readiness o umphny I

cialists in Bowiet economy, On April 18, the Counell o :
Commissars turncd down the project and decided to nationalise (
plants, This decision was supporied by the conference of reprogen
talives of engincering works, held between May 12 and 15, 191F
[sce pp. 181-82 of this book), p. 18¢

55 The Gonference of Represeniotives of Enterprises fo Be Nalfonalised
was held in Moscow from May 12 to 18, 1915, Each enlerprise was
represented by a delegation of siz: thres workers. two cngineers and
ong olhce employee,

Frior to the conference, the probleme of |

nilionalisation o
the country’s largest works were discussed at economic department
and trade uniom levels, ax well av in the Council of People's Com-
misgars. The parBripants in the discumsion turned down the project
tor the asseciation of the largest cngincering works into a state

The fomt Meeting of Represenalives of the AU-Bussie Gendvad Coed!

capitalist joint-stock company {scc the previeus nate] sponsored by
the capitalisis and hourgedis specialists, and spoke in favour ol their

nationalisation, The conlere uppfl:l‘i'l‘-:*: natinnalisation line by

a majorlty vore on May 17 _ .

The audience burst imio applause when Lenin's letter was read
at thc monming sittng on May 18, On Lenim’s motion. the cutiference
clected o |I.u~'.-isiu;n:,] commitice Lo supervise the amalg nati_an ol
state metallurpical works wnder the Supreme Economic Gouncil I.;-.nf.l
approved the Committee Statute and tules [or managing the 'I'1‘i‘.5'|_:31|-
alised enterprises. po 181

i The Bryansh reselntions—the Provisional Regulations of Internal
Managc-rf.unl. drawn up by the Tactory lrade-utiion cf}ri'--'rli‘.lr'._:' and the
workers' manarement of the nationalised Bryansk Ral-Raolling, Tron
making and Machine Works in Bezhitsa (now the Krasny Profiotern
Waorksl. On May 9, 1918 they were published 2= an order, OvEr thi
signatures of the lactory committce members and (he dicector of the
waorks. il

The Regualations were drawn up on the basis of the !'*:mfu'i'lcl ur.p
Labonr Discipline adopted by the All-Russia Central Gouneil of

Trade Unions. These Repulations scrved to consalidate one-man

nianagement in producticn and improve discipline. They also pro-

vided for stiict control over labour productivity and held workers

Ti',‘-[)‘.t!,"\il'.ﬂ(_' for waste. ™

The dralt, Regulations for the Maragement of the f?i&!‘ﬁﬂ?‘?ﬁ’. -
Enterprises, drawn up by the Supreme Economic Council, was dis-
cussed on May 28 and 31, 1018, at a sitbing of the [_Jr-,_rqmﬁ&llarrl 1_.-1
Production Section of the First All-Russia Congress of Economic
Councils (held in Moscow from May 46 to June 4, 1918). The main
reparker was the author of the drafi, G. D. Veinberg, member of the
Presidiom of the Supreme Economic Council, and his co-reporters
were (he “Left” Communist V. M. Smirnov and V. N. Andronnikov,
an industrialist from the Urals. Alter a lengthy ‘discussion the sec-
tom, i—;r;_‘s:gcrcl by the “Left” Communists, adopted the Regulations,
which ran counter ta the Party and state pelicy.

When Lenin was informed of the action by the “Left” Commun-
igls and read the Regulations adopted by the scction he s gEested
that they be examined by the Conciliation Doard specially sct up on
Jupe 2 and including Lenin (from the Couneil of Peaple’s (.DJT{—
missars) and Rykov and Veinberg (from the Suwpreme ]?.r-._nr]--ln'r
Counall. The Conciliation Board revised the Regulations in ae-
cardance with Lenin's notes published here. Despite opposition from
the “Lefl® Communists, the Comgress approved the Comciliation
Board’'s Draft Begulations by a majority vote.

Under: the Regulations, the nationalised r.ntn.r_:ti'l.;c wad to be
managed by the factory administration, 1.WLI-1.11I.'FJ_1' c'll' whose
members were appointzd by the Begional Eeonomie Council or the
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Supreme Ecowomic Council (if the enterprise was subordinated
directly to the central board), The S.EIC had the right to allow the
I'C;L_':.Gl'lul for-all-Russia) trade umon association to neminate halb the
candidates. A third of the administration members was elected by
the wniontsed workers of the colerprise. Fnogi o and commerc
nnel were to farme a third of fhe ad |
e LA
wurtle  Conference of Trade Unions wnd  Faclory Cammitiecs
of Maseont was held from June 27 to July 2, 1918 The guestions
on the agenda included: food supply, aggravated by the gitnation =t
the time; genecal military teaining and  mobilisation; labour dis-
cipline; the Labour Exchangs actvities; rules of
mitbees. Tenis

L j.lL‘h)J'}" COHTI
n made @ report sn the vital question of food 3u
Phe resolution passed by the conlérence on Lenin's repord
alse dralted by Lenin, P

Fifth All-Bussio Gongress af Svvien of harkers', Peasanis', Soldi-
ers’ gnd Red i soopened in Moscow on July 4 1918
There were il out of the total of 1164 delegates with
the right to wote.

Y. M. Sverdlov reported on the aefivities of the All-Russia
Central Fxccutive Committes and ¥, L Lenin, on the work of the
Cuuncil of People’s Commissirs. A healed discussion of these re-
ports ended in (he Congress carrying. by a mujorily vole, a resoid-
lion motioned by the Communist group and expressing “lolal ap-
proval of the home and fercign palicies of the Soviet Government
The Congress turned down a resolution drafted by the Left Socialist-
Revolutionas who demanded a vote of hon-confidence” in the
government, abrogation of the Peace Treaty of Brest, and a change
in the home and forei licies,

The setback at the ess apurred the Left Socialist-Revolu-
Honarics on Lo open action: they organmised a counter-reyolutionary
revolt in Moscow on July B This caused a break in the Congress's
regular work, which was resumed on July 8, The participants wers
informed of the July 6-7 evenis aod gave foll approval to the re-
solute steps taken by the government o suppress the revadt,

In 2 resolution on the food question adopted followiag the repart
by A. D. Tsyurupa, People’s Commissar for Tood, the Congress
reaffivmed the stability of stute monopely n prain, painted to the
need to suppress the kulaks' opposition and approved the setiing
up of Poor Peasants’ Commitlees, Al its hoal sitting on July 10
the Congress rd a report en the organisation of the Red Army
and unanimously adopted & resolution of the Communist: group: o0
priority measures [or organising anil strengthening the Red Army
on the basis of military conscription

The Congress appraved the Hmt Constitution of {he Hussian
Tederation, which gave the force of law to the achievements al
Soviet people p 187

0 The relercace is to the peace freaby between Soviet Russia and the

countries of the Quadruple Alliance (Geymany, Austria-Hungary,
Bulgarin and Turkey) sgned at Brest-Litevik on March 8, 1918, and
ratifed on Macch 15 by the Fourth, Extraordinary, All-Russia Con-
gross of Sovi The terms were extremely harsh for Soviet Russia.
Under the ireaty, Germany and Austria-Hungary gained control
aver Polanid, almost ‘the whole of the Baltic region and o part af
Byclorussin. The Ukraine was taken from Soviet Russia and turmed
inte a satellite siate depending on Germany, Turkey got Kars,
Bamm {now Balumi) and Ardahan.

The Treaty of Brest, neveitheless, granted a reepite which was
nzed by the Joviet Goverpment io demaobilise the old demoralised
army and build ip the now Red Army, embarl on sucialist construc-
tarces for the [ortheoming struggle against internal
counter-revolutionaries and forclgn inlerventionists. The treaty
moted the peace campaign, the growth of revalutipnary sentimend
in the armies and amoog the people at large dn the belligerent
coumtTics.

The conclusian of (e treaty met with a strong opposition [rom
Trotsky and the anti-Party group of "Lelt” Communists: It was
only duc to Lenin's wremendous cffort Lhat the treaty was signed
Tt was znaulled by the All-Russia Central Executive Committes un
November 18, 1918, when the Novenber Revolution in Germany did
away with the menarehisl regime there. p. 183
Sce Note 53, B 1458

tion and §

2 To deliver the Letter to Agnerican illorkers to the United States was

a very difficoll business; since Soviet Russia at that time was ih
object of military intervention and blockade by the eapitalis
tries. The whole thing was organised by M. M, Boredin, o Bolshevik
who had returned Trom the United States a short while before. The
letter was porsonally delivered to the LISk
[Sletov). He also took there the Constitution of ihe Russian Fed
fiom and the text of the Soviel Note to President Wilson demanding
an end to the intervention. These decuments were published in the
American press with the help of the well-known American socialist
and journalist John Reed.

fn December 1918, the letter was published in English {ahrideed)
in the journal Tie Class Siruggle (New York) and the weckly The
Peunlutionery Age (Boston), both organs of the Left wing of the
American Socialist Party, Lenin's letter attracted such great public
interest that it way ceprinted [rom The Class Struggle noa large
mimber of copics. Later the letter was repeatedly printed in the
sacialist and hourgecis press in the United States and Western
FEurope. In 1934, it was published as a baoklet in New Yuork

The Letier fo American Workers wai o great help for the
American Lot socialiste, the working-tlnss and the comumunist moves
ment o the United Soites and. Burope 1t helped the politically
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conacious workers Lo understand the nature of imperialism and ap- ; : i ¥ ; i
S ! i i e bt ; : Lenin began (o wiile The Proletmian Revolwtion end the Repegode
preciate the great revelubionary {ranstormations taking place n o ; = S i !
Tt el s F i i Kautshy in carly October 1918, immediately after he had read
Soidet Russia. Lenin's appeal to the workers of America gave Iresh r iy o : B Fon iy iEarlL S
: o i : T ’ Kauwsky's pamphlet The Dictatership nf the Proleeiial o which
impetis to their protest movemenl agamnst the srmed infetvention u ; X % . ey L 5
e Rl F i the author  digtoried Marxism  zod  deénied the necessity for (he
ovret b LTE: 8 | iy 5 o Lty
ks e P spcialist revelution and the d of the proletariat. While
Lenin refers to his report on fighting the famine at the joinl mectng giill working on his hook, Lenin wrote an asticle, The Proleigrion
of the AllRussia Central Executive Committee, the Mescow Soviet Revolution aind the Renwpade FKentsky (published in Provde on
of Workers', Pessants' and Red Army Depoties and the trace Cctaber 11, 1919, and proposed to have it published abroad te
: _ i e prop 5
unions, which took place on [u‘w SRR L | £ R make known his position on the guestions raised by Kantsky. The
Sixth, Exiroordizary, All-Russiz Gougress of 'Sfrw‘!s of tHark- article was published in German in Berne in 1918 and in Vienna
eri’, Peasanfs, O wssacke  and Red  As ; =+ waa held n in 1919, and in Ttalian in Milan also in 1819,
Moscow [tom November 6 ta 9, 1114, It was attended by 1,296 dele Lenin's pamphier The Froletarian Revolution and lhe Renegude
gates; 1,260 of whom were Communists Kamisky was publisked in 1919 in Britain, France and Germany. p. 203
Lenin was clocfcd Honorary (& n of the Cengress: At the i E 2 K i 7 5
first sitting on November 6§, Lenin delivered his report an the first ™ Here and below Lenin quotes Kastsky's beoklet Die Dikiatur des

amniversary of the Oetober Revolution, and then messages of greet- Proletarimty, Vicnna, 1918, p. 205
ings were addressed by the Congrese to the workers, peasants anid
soldiers of all natiens and their Teaders fighti for peacc and
sorialism; and to the Red Army. O Sverdlov's motion, the Congress
apgealed to fhe poveroments waging war against Sovict Russia to 1 The deeree On the Organisation af Supply, passed by the Counedl of
SLart v‘r'-f negitiali People's Commis on Movember 21, 1818 (soe MNate 7T cnvisaged

Al the second sitting on November §, the Congress heard Lenin s capasion of the eo operatives’ activities, de-nationalisation and
report an the interpational sitwation and unanimously passed the de-municipalisation of co-gperative =}mp-: and storehouses, Tt obliged
1:n1.'||_|.1_|_{|-h on the I"I]"II dirafled 1ﬂ,~ T enit, f‘ﬂ].l'?'-'-'ﬂ"k the repact _u':-' the Poor Peasants' !_'nm.ml e and the local Sovicts to estabhish
People’s Commissar for Justice Ik L '[“;uf*iL}, the Congress carried regular control over the nctivities of the on-vpperatives to pr:—-mnt- the
1. decree on revolutionary law. At its final siting on Nevember 3, kulaks and other countererevolutionaries [from  taking them overn
the Copgress discussed the military :iH.I.lnltiDD. and problems of Soviel p. 906
comstruetion., 1b was decided tp merge the Foor Peasants Com-
imittees which had [ulfilled (heie functions by that fime with the
volost and village Sovicis,

The Congress elected the new All-Russia t itral Executive Com
mitlce eonsisting of 207 mes t::J-s and 39 alternate members. The
Congress reviewsd the work of the Soviet Governtaent in ild Arst
year and outlined & progrimms of aztion for the immediate future

pe 187

The peference 18 to Lenin's rspm-x']- al - plﬂ‘a[l‘_ﬁ mcuting in the
Butvrshy District nf Moscow on August 2, 1918 p. 205

Lenin raised the question of a revision of the ]""i'lT'.'}" Pi'-"'g—:.ll.'ﬂfrll'
tadopted. by the nd Congress of the REDLP. in 1903 im-
mediately after the February Revolution of 1917, This question was
also raised at the Seventh {Aprl) All-Russia Conference of the
RAD.L.P. (Bolsheviks) and the Sixth Party Congress, which worked
lrom July 26 lo August 8 (August §-14), 1917,

After the wictory of the October Revolution and the implementa-
tion of the first Party Frogramme, & revision hecame a pressing
The Mestinz of Delegates from the Moscow Ceniral Tlorkerss Co- necessity. In March 1919, a commission headed by Lenin was set up
operaiive was held on Movember 26-27. 1918, The meeting heard by the Seventh Party Congress to draw up ihe fnal Draft Pro-
and discussed the reports of the Board and the Auditing Committee, gramme.
and & report on the distribution of feod in Moscow. A new Board In February 1919, the Commission Gnished work op the Draft
was elected. p. 201 Programme of the RCP.(B]), whose main principles were formulated
p. 201 by Lenin: Tt was published in Pravde on February 25-27. In ils

i Faroward to Lrrate, the commission noted that the new programme
The dealt of the decres (3 the  (Frganisation af Supply was ds- differed eonsiderably [rom the old one and that it reflec -1 “not
cussed at a meeting of the Gouneil of Pepples Commissars on y the results of Marsist study of the latest, imperialist, stage of
,\]u\-‘l_‘lll.;:t‘.r '_E. 1018 'J-:-‘I W Enﬂ”:‘-’ EI].—'].-'."-[:""-'--Ti (L XU‘.:::]‘E‘;;- 21 : ¢
Three days later, it was published in Tevertia BT sIE. Lenin 'unkni:'f
ral |

Sce Mote 42

capitalism, but alse the lessons of the world war and a yeEal's
¥ cxp:ﬁt‘;r:r_‘c.‘ ot = proletacal whe has won giate ]'_.'IGWCI‘:-. 'l'h-: I.'}Tbl.“
achive part’in drafting the decree 2 was widely szed by the local Party erganisations, approved by
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oy '.|.|- Lthem and recompended for endorsement, withi some C'l('lui"'
and additions. o208
This peint of the draft of the ecopomic : on of the Prograpme
Was o pinally placed thicd; Lewin later recast it and made it po

i, under which rnunber it was Cincluded in the Party
grame,
Fighth Congress e RALFEBY winz held in Moscow
Muarch 18 to 25, 1919, attcoded by 301 delegates with de
my vele and 102 with deliberative » represénting the total

1166 Parly men

Leoin made d report oo the work of Lll. Central Comandttee and
reports on the main isgucs T ape : th ty Programme,
Parly work in the count I 3 1

Congress ol th p sty Programme, whose main

; weee formulate ¢ Lenin The new Programme outlincd

Communist "‘uLL' for the enlive period of transition
i pitalism fe socialism and ideolopically atmed the Party and
the wor 51"‘5 clage for building & sveialial seciety.

The Congress tumed dm».n Bukharin's proposal 1o leave out fr
the new Progra T the description of simple commedity ]l'-LLi'LmT
aml pre-monopoly capitaliss, This deseriplion was mecess o
correctly determine  the Parly line with regard to the working
peasants and the eapitalist elements, The Congzess also rejecied the
anli-Bolshevik wviews of Bulharin and Pyatakov who proposed o
strike out the Programme clause on the vight of nations to sell-
determination.

OF major importance for socialism in Ruossia was ‘the Congress
decision ¢n changing the Party pelicy of osutralising the middle
peasants Lo that of cstablishing a stable alliance with then.

Considerahlc attention was given to military issues, The majority
uf the delegate d the positic & of Lthe so-called
military opposition, who rejeceed the Lees faaeist military
cxperts and avgued against the centralisatien of the Army and the
introduction of strict discipline there. The Congress pointed oul
I t migtakes and nings in the work of the Republic’s
Revolutionary  Military Coungil; irstance, RALC.
irotsky was sharply criticised for violating the Party line A
ing the class prine Army enlistment and for belitling the role
of Party leadership in the Army

Ihe Congress hailed the founding. in early March 1914,

Third, Communist, [nternational and subscribed

The: Draft: Thivd Clouse: of the General Palitical Secction af thee
Programme was. writion by Lenin on the sugpestion of the Pro
e Commission of the Eighth Pavty Congress, The dralt was

by the Commission, and included, with only slight chunges

fext ob the
B lar SRR RR "_,'- ity

Weetrnzs, Pai

: LIl s .‘il'-':'ﬁ'Fl" Wils
e Central Apency’ of the All-Russia Gentrgl K itive O omomit
[ the Supply and Distribution 51, Sixteen specches of
Lenin were recorded between 1515 and p- 315

Ihe Hungaran Soviet Bopublic was established om March 21, THLN

The government included Communists and Sodal-Demecrats whd

coniluded an ement uniting Lhelr partics in e Socialist Party
of Hungazy: e unification; however, was i3 fuite
mechanically, without breaking away with 15 |
fold an the Party's political line,

On Mareh 25, the Hunganan Soviet gavernment passed decrees
wn e nationalisaion of induste terpriscs, fronsport, and hanks.

On April 2, it adopted (he decres oo the menopely of foreign trude,
sad on April 3, the law oo the land refor Undcr the laticr law,
all estates cxceeding I el and twrned anto
large state larms o 2 i v by the former stewards. Poor
pCaiaoks E1upr_ll o & 1 Ef wi ;l_"i-‘.'I:.IhIII[‘:'III. [ll_'l!. l_'ll!_‘.E'-'
hopes were fridleabe i hindered the cstablishment of o
alliznce bétween |hl proletariat and the peasants and wealkenod
Sovicl government in I'Eullg'd.i'}'.
The victory of the proletarisn dictatorship in Hungary was not
(he taste of the bmperialist Fnleate, which vrganised military
crvenbon in Soviet Husgar THL attack spurred on the counter-
utiomarics At home 1o activily. Det ayal by the Right
Democraks, who struck a :n] with international jmperialism,
cd the fall o r the Hungarian Seviet Republic,
support le {he Hung
; in the summsr of 199 it was blockaded by the
Entcote troops. Un August 1. FHL, ¢ Soviet povernment was
averthrown in Hoogary by the iu".rr. forces of [preign imperialist
nterveniion and inlernzl counter-revalution. p. 213

In a radic message sent on Mareh 23, 1919, Tenin asked Déla Kuon:
"Bl inform us what real puarantces have that the pew
Hungarian G nl wall actually bea cominunist, and not simply
a focialist, guvernme: i e, one of social-tratoes.. .. So that 1
may be tertain that the answer has come to'me from yon personal ily,
1 ask you to indicate what sease | spoke to you about the National
Assembly when you last visited we in the Kremlin® (Colizcted

30 a5 215
Feop 2AEL p: 215

E

tharhs, Vol
Aqn attempl of the Bavarizn counter-revolutionaries to seise ]'\-'iw:-:
Munich on April 13 1919 met with fierce resistance on the par
of the workers and ended in their victory. In the night of
[aclory committces and Soldiers’ Sovie 1l..




formed a G f Action whic cled. a new Soviet goy
the Bk e Lom ; iEh ad of Bavarian G NN
Fugene Levine at its head. The new government began to
the oo k] i ted Army, nalionalise the banks, effect
cotdeol over crpriae ‘L.U_l pormialise the food sitnation. The home
aud internationdl situibion of the Bavarian Hr_puh'_il; was cxtremely
serious, The fimt difficultics it arese in the Soviet R 1c made
the so-called independent Social-Demoerats, who bad also entered
the ravernm throw ofl their mask: They ousted the € ianists
wment posts i late April. This had o stimu-
lating eifect he counlec-revalation, Ot 1, whitcguard troops
entered Munich and copiired {he city after three days of heavy
SEL
i Gongriss on. Adult Edécebive tock place m NAME INDEX
from May 6 to 19, 1919, 1t was attended gome {0
deleeates. Lenin preeted the participants at the opeaing stting, and
dh'.f-:]c:i : : “Decepts the People. with Slogans ef o Tt |L.' ILL Clinsiies Ta TOTT
rid 2% ! e S 4 T i Teitr At Cedpdrirgy (1ETUa 5 Lentre e e
Freedom #n ! " ast i air May 10 . 219 T LES T ! of the Ex

hee Seocialist-Revo-
Farty, member  of

T 4 . = K ¥ ¥ s o T e Taiid ; 1k
I'he article gives answerd fo the questions put fo Lemin b}" toe A e B wits, Dieisian
p— P . SRS |
ited Agency, The filth, last question, the answer to which strian Sorial-Der ; Taivhet I )
% " - f 1 v il i ant P L vl of e -?,'I‘n_\._
18 given m this boek, was: g .1 mt else wonld vaou care fo bring o urly, Following the 1915 rex BilEEid  OVECL ¥ L

L7 pocratic seutive Comnmitiee: of the All-

1 " - - =
the 11;-1'{:,: of Amcrican  publie o on Chelaber 1919, a Left uhon in Austria, die e puties; :-'u:!'.liSL:L :lar thluz.l
socizlist journal, Tie Liberator, carried an article, A Stalement and over too the #ide of the commn roin Kerenshy' T:ﬂ-n
g Chailenge”. In d oote io the aricde, (he editers wrote that the | porevolution.  Lenin .:a_l.r' SEATRITY EURELTULED N _'i...-l
United Press Agency sent lenin'a answers to the newspapers but Adler at that time a tratter chaitmiun A F L:ﬁl

lnded the angwer o the B question as “purely Bolshevist pro- 1 51-:-ia!i%-'n "-'U- '_“’55 e o -"-'llfv"!: 1_3"-' AFIIHC
: aad i .1 ders of (he = Russian
Two- ind-a-F¥ Inta 1 i After the October

Conprees of the HGPEH) was held in Maoscow from P S
|u-1-.2','.‘. f aler a leader - oo waz one of fhe or-

March 20 to Apcil 5, 1920, Tt was:attended by 715 delegates repre- [ e LA
LHL’.I'“ G11.978 l‘al‘v mernbers. Problems of cconomic construction of po-citlled ; L"L.I"":'_FL":_':'.::_
at the Coogress, Lenin outlined the fasks of the Parly 5 st Internations ' HODALY) TEEMIS, ':1 ' E",?"
in the report ke made on behalf of the Central Gom F ' € [13Te-1935)—a EHTEISN » ; '.’!"H(' fi
AL 1 owell as Lis reports on the economic build-up and on il -Demacrat ll"'.'“..llllf-; J : s
the ro-operatives, Parficuler attention eof the Congress was draws and statishician. T-n LEe 7] 3 el
to the neccssity fo1 a single o onomic plan with the electrification t"'1|:|.'i':-|_.1r_t__‘e': to .
of the economy as its backheme, The Congress called upon Pari New Life), a semi \"1'-“ A E [ 928} —n
mennhers 1o steain every effort {0 restore the national economy, W hewspaper; AET 10 ] '
wae  ubterly dislocated at the tmime snd oo i a numwhes internabions tst i L Yirat World War, used Cen-
measures to stimulate popular initiative and construchive cffort cradg. An Hl. ey ks st slorans s a cover for
The Congress defined the role and place of the lrade union politleal activity. Till 192 his soeial-chauyi
the Soviet state and pave a resolute rtebuff to the anarcho- woiked 1o fhe “f”"'"‘tl e Aomember of the
vadicalist clements who demanded “imdependence” for the trade il Biar '§F T SE Sovict’s E:&cc::—th-a
unigng and counterposed them to the Communist Party and the : : “”.rj' in 1917 wa ile to the Oes
Sovict Govermmpent. The O css clatified the problem af in- mig & . "LJIR":' taber  Rewol ) While In
dustrial mapagement and  consurerd Ihr anli-Party ,'.J-.l;--;-zéLi-.--Ls of §1an deration and later in emipration, he campaigned for

] i L i F A
: S5 Ry : t : nmmasnria : M ainst
the "demacrabic centralis group ‘amd all those wha ¥ = e e 1 v i ention  against
; ways —a2. w9,
ralised state cor | of the economy and reripuncod the ek
itralised state o 1} ¥ bt .”-|,-'r ..l; NOIF (1878-1548)—

of ane-man mansgement i iduastry 1 i

'a_:,lll‘. |‘..‘.f!

SQiviet Rissia i




B

Buarlusse, Henrt (1873-19253)—n
well-know French writer and
public fignre; member of the
French Communist Pﬂ!"‘.j" since
1925, Barbusse's vevalutionary,
ki< ist  views T
inder the inlluence of the im-
perialist world war, in which
he took part, and ¢ Oetober
yoveial Hevolution: A friend

Sowvict sfate aince s
first days, he look an aetive
pard ia the movement apaingt
thie anti-%ovict armed interven-

rom of 19158-2

In the 1620s-802 he pliyed

a prominent yole in the anti
war and aphi-fakdst movement
of progressive writers and arl
ists in France and the rest of
the warld.—221

Brezgrou,

[1874-1939) —took part in the
Sdetal-Democratic mibvemeit
fromm 1896 In 190507 e ¢on-
tributed to wvarious Belshevik
publications: Tn 1917, 2 Molenshie-
vik-intermatienali:
of the semi-Menshevik news-
paper Novmyae Shimn (New

gpposcd’  the Oectober

iHon; In 1909 was agso-

the Meoshevik
3 (Thought]. Since
Wi '|] ed in the State Plan-

“ommission: during the

r5 of his life translai
|':!:li]|n“n:.J|li'\.il.]
15
(T8L1-1848)—¢

Bussian revolutionary Jdemo-
crat,. literary eritie and pub-
icisl, materialist philosopher.

* Reitl names are  given in
rrackets To talics.

262

Belinsky had a major intluence
on the development of Bussian
social and aesthetic thoughl
127

Revaatsky, M, L (b. 1876)—a
professar of political cconomy
|| o September 1917 Finanee
Minister in the bourgenis Pro-
visional Government and the
COLUTITET '|'L'\"'I||I:|.'|'|-|']|} {f'l\' grmn
ments of D and Wran
gel, Later e eminre =68

Blane, Fatris (T811-1883)—a
Ir H_’!i'i.-lli)'l..r;C‘Ga socinl-
724 - Drenying that
class coniri 4|il.1I:I'\ under cap-
italism  are irrcconcilable, he
't]'-|l|1,xr|-5 a |J|'|'11:‘.|.i-1|'l:-:|1 revolo-
tion and advecated ‘cancilia
tion will the bocrgeoisic. Duar-
e the 1848 yevolution was a
member  of  the provisios
moverunent and head ol LL.
eommission for “the sludy of
the labour problem’; his con
pillatory  tactics helped  the
hoprgesisie divert the mttention
of the waorkers from the revo
lutionary strugole, Elecled to
the Natitmal Ageembly in |

1871, Blane @
& opponents of

Commune, —a6

The Bobrinsky

I7 - A—Russian y
landlords and owners of cugar

refineries, ceaclicnary  politi-

5. i
rﬂ""’ﬂ"i""k“ M, P, {1881-1018)-
a leader of .ha; counter-revolu-
tionary Don  Cossacks. From
June 1§ 1917 Lo January 29,
1718, was Deputy Atdaman of
Genergl Kialedin’s Don Ariny
and in early January 1018 he
came & menber of the counter
‘|.I1II Honary “Don . govern-
1584, 185

cand Aristide [1862-1828)—a
French statesman zod :‘n’r\"r'--
m;:: In 1915 1915-1F,. 19
23__Prime Ministes; 10 I'I*l
Trances delegate b the
of Nations French
wn Miniater from 1926 ko
— 119
e A A b 1875]—an
cer, sided with the hig
5 and ndusipalists;
; the bourgeoiz Pro-
gressist. Party, At {he State
Conferepce in - Wloscow fiel
Angust 1917 he advoecaled &
umlllr-n hetween  the  bour-
e and the Mensheviks
L i Rissia nfter the October
Eevolulion—77

G

Chernmy, M. {IATE-1925)—a
leader of the Socialist-Revo-
lutionary  Party, In May-
Anpust 1917, Minister {or Ag-
riculture in the hourg P
vigional Government; insti
s severe repressinng
peasants who had :
landed cstates, Organised anti-
Soviet rev he Chetober
Revolut
ahroad and continued his anti-
Bovict sclivilies.—T78, 85 M,

;. (1R85- 049 —

h.cl the Tolshevik Party in

1917 became m"‘rr}n

gk Sovie t i F Beldicos

Dreputivs i of r Biheo

vian Regiomal Burcau of the
LS DI, PB). In 191819
cagad in |-|*.1|'u!r-|||u_l ack
on the torritory seired by

fnEnr s Czechoslavalk ¢ntps

and Kalehakls troops. Was o

delegate teo the Ninth Party

Coneress, From
in rescarch and
hiche

Woscow's ghy

estahlishments, —

D

Dan (Guroich), F. L [1871-1247)

5 Menshevik leader. In 1917,
member- 0 the x:xutm.
a2 i |'-. I:'r]--‘l"‘l_‘

and -'-% Ihr Presidium
“entral Exer utive Comi-

mitter [first eonvogat oit)i mup-
ported the hourgeos Provision-
1 Covernment, After the Oc
fober Rewvolution engaged in
anli Sovict activities, Farly in
1923 was banishad ayan cnomy

al the Sov state.—H

Dutoir A4, L [1861-1981)—a
tgarist colonel, Ata of the
Openhure Costack acmy. Soon
after the Octoher Revolubion
he organised, jﬂi_n*"f' with the
Mensheviks and Socialist-Rev-
l 1 arics, the (unm-'itcr: of
] aid

Rt:..hl.l’“'l which = d poawer
] e in mid \Lttf_rﬂ,l r
[anuary 18 fa1), 1918,
Dutav was driven from the
[ERRC | ]'le’ ':]'-:‘ 'i{r_'ri Gu:ud ::.11
1915-1% he commanided  the
Orenburg  detached Cossack
army ol Kolehok, In Macch
20, following Keolchak's rout,
crossed  the Chinese fromtier
fhe remnants of  his

|G, 204

inshy F. Ei(1877-1926)-
an outstanding  Teader of the
(:||I_|I||-|1}|E'if E‘c’lfl’-}" and the Sn-
vict -siafe. A O e of the
Parly since 1895, he was an
oroamiser of the Soeial-Demo-
ie Party in Poland and
sthuania Alter the October
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Revolation, Chairman of the
All-Russin Extraordinary G
mission  for  the Strugele
Apainst  Counter-Revelution,
Sabotage and Profiteering (All-
in Cheka), In 1931 was
inted P

i lway

I‘I-’Il ]f‘ L (-\.'IJIII"H'i_-Z"\-d'_I
5, while reffining
the posts of Chairman of the
heka and rrr||1 e Commis-
sar for Internnl Adffatrs: . as af
1924, Chairman of the Supreme
]"::'I:Il:-'!!l: 5 |:-"l||||'||-|| Jll _Ir:|1|'
1924, clected altérnate membir
of the Political Bureau pf the
Central Committee of  (hi
Russimz  Commwmist  Pacty
[Dulsheviks) and member of
the ﬂrgu iging Dureau of the
Party's Central Commitlee—
14

G

Gegechkord, Y. P (b, 1879)—a
Menshevik: since Navember
1917, chairman of the Trans-
canchsian  counter-revolution
ary government [ Transcauca-
814 Clomamissariat :I then
h-lrlgn Minister and Depoty
Chalrman. of the Georgian
Menshevik guv.—":na]:.n! TFollow-

ing  the establishment of

Soviet power in Georgla

1921, a white €mipre—I16d,

2, (1809-1852) —greal
iter,—127

one of the founders of
American Federation of Las
}.“i:\l-l- iI'I'Il'{ lit‘ |JL[II anenb Il.d I'n
man since 1895, Pursucd a
_[|r_1,’§njr of collaborabion with

264

the capitalists, opposed the
'i"»'l"l‘ll:-l‘ll'lill ,r' e r_:h‘ f'l_- [li{
working clags. A social-chau-
vinist during the First World
Was: haostile to the Qe
Revolution and  the
—156
R, (1882-1940)—a
he Socialist-Revolu-
"?I 7, member
Dommitier of
the Pc'.:eg'rac Svau_“r of Wark
CI =|l :I]Il Si!]il;f '_il TJ'-\P'I...
later Deputy Chairman of the
All-Rossia Central Executive
Commitice, After the Ociober
tian  engaged in anti-
t activitics —162

Gueliheop, A, T -193f]—a
hig g..[-ﬂr*\l st organiscr and
leader of the Oetobrist TParty

which upheld the interests of
the big bhonrgesisic and land-
WL, lowitg the Febru-
iy reveliion of 1917, Minisfer
Far 1he Army dand MNaovy in
the first bourgeais Provisional
Govermnent. After 1he October
Rewolution engaged In anti-
Soviet g tivitics: 5ulJ"~{_.ll1’_‘uli:P
a white ﬁ-.r-i;.'r{-_- 51

Gukovshy, 1. E.
Balabevil. I-u;:'\
ary activity in 1305,
Oetober  Sodd Revolution,
Peaple’s Commisyar for Finance
of the RET.8R. and then ple-
nipotentiary of the RI.FSR.
i Estemin —177, 178

finnz (. A, (b, 1883)—a

Me ]\-]IIVL [n 1917, member
: : = . .-
of the Exvontive Gommttes of

the: Petrograd Soy Deputy

Minister and, since Se

1917, Nimster for Lal

the honrgenis Provisional
crament.—100

H

Harnoeki  (Firstenbergl, Y. 8
(1878-1027)—a prominent hg-
ure 1n the Polish and Rus
fan  revolutionary movemiend
member of the 8o 1-Dremo-
cratie Party from 1896, In 187,
miembes Ilr the Burecau of '.]"U

Committee  of  the
1 Abroad.  After
1}“ H;Iu.l_p. Revolution worked
1 FPeople's lZn"IHH'L-‘-'dljii'.

lor Finance, then li“‘.gflﬂ"i
diplomztic wiork, was m.cu*.bt.r
ol the Doard of the People’s
Commissariat for Trade and
of the Pre am of the Su-
preme Economie Counril, Since
1955, director of the State
WMuseuin of the RevoluBon—

177, 1738

Henderson, Arthur (1863-1935)—
a leader of the Labour Parly
afd the: British frade wunion
movement,  During the First
World War a social-chanvin-

619, one of the orga-
nisers of  the Berne [Sccond)
Internatinnal: A0 1533,
chairman of the Exeontive
Committes of the so-called
Labour and Socialist 21
tional, Was on a omumber of
British bourgeols governments

144
findenbury, Paul {1847-1934)
German - military leader and
glateamam: During World W
I Commander-in-Chicf of &
German Army on the Eustern
Froml, then Ghief of the
General Staff. From 1928 to
1954, President of the Weimar
Republic. In 1938 he empow-
erad  Hitler to form n pew
government,  thus  ofbcially

handing over all pawer to the
nazis—H3
X
FKarl {1854-1938)—a
£ the German Social-
Democeatic Party and of the
Hecond Inlernational whi
tll},j"'}ll."! I HHI'X:I.‘HI] ""l.'i
Lecame an ideolopist of (
trism  [Kauiskyism), the maost
ATECT DU and harmlul \'HL'E(‘._I'.?
Gppos rtunism. During  the
forld  War Kautsky
on Centrist  positions,
internatiopalist phr
'|;~'|| |‘-;; '-lll'i.':j-t-_d
; f'._i er the Oclober Revo-
lution became an  outspak
enemy of the |
olution and the dictatorship
of the working class, the Bol-
shevile Pariy and the Sovie
stat |;._.".'r| :‘,_ﬂ 5
{1881-1970})—n
) '-1:L'-|'.;1|')', Faol-
lawing the Febroary revolution
af 1917 was Ministcr for Jus-
tice, Minister for War and
Navy and later Chairman af
the hourgeois Provisional Gov-
ernmend  and  Sopremce Con=
mander-in-Chief, After  the
Octeber Socialist  Revelution
enpaged in anb-Soviel activi-
. im emigralion
LT, B5-88
144, 164,

Koarnill
{5 arist ;__'_ru:;-c'\.l. motarchist,
In July 1917 was appointed
Supreme Commander-in-Chicf
of the Russian Asmy. In
Anpgust 1917 headed a counler-
revelutionary revalt: was one
ef the organisers and later
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cad of the whitcguard Volun- sion. of the All-Russia C 1] e b SN : | ;
toer Army: Killed in the field tral Executive Commitice, rop- Lyere, G ¥, (1861-1920;—2 PRus meat worl; was clected i
near Yekatermodar—68, 72, rosentative of the RICP(BY landowner, nate member of the Farty=
%3, 04, 100, 101, 110, it 112 {entral Committeé in the L85 o
Krasnoo, P, .-‘-r. (1860-1047}—n of the Pussian Young Com- : )
teariot weneral, At the end of 1-|114$l Leagus, member of the of the. boorgcots }rr"l'-ls'c{'?'!
Oetoher 1917 x'-:;m:mudcd_ the ; . of the Exccutive {"-rn.-!_—-,'_mr.ur and Minister Lor
Clossack troops  dispatched by Commitiee of the Comintern— the [nterior, After the October
Rerensky against E’-‘frﬁ}1l.l;.; 14, 210 N[“-\':tluﬁi‘:“ a W Emigre:
during the anti-Soviet vevolt l*.elq'-en‘. org ranise 1D fl.lu‘.g.!n falipasa i (b 1879)—a
1 107818 headed the white L P Bt g agamst Deputy  to the Third and
Crssack army on the Dan 1l ' § =l Fourth Dumas  from Tomal
19 led abroad where Lenin ,-rli‘,uu,-_“ t. I (1870- e aur),  Duge —i Cuberida, plet. 1n 19T,
cimtinued his anti-Soviet o 1524)—177, 178, 1 0. 203 l'- cnc I;\ru_;l;:l'_% : i Minister Tor Railways, Wmister
ties: later collaborated with Lenstlr, el (1873-1926)—a | author o E"'"l without prvifolio and Mi
the nazis. Was Laken prisoner German SQocial-Demnerat. Al cial-and political subJEEE: for Finanee in the bourgeois
and zentenced o death by the he outhrezk of the TFirst 3t Provisional Ge INETILIEL nt. Left
Military Board of the Sopreme World War adepted a soclal (le Cadet I A LB EUIRTHLE
Court of the USSR-—164 wovinisi ptand. After the war of 1017, Bollow t
Fin, Béde (1885-1938)—a promi- Jiterinechiel of the Deatsche Revelution W
nent leader of the Hungarian Alivemeing Zeitung, organ of Central Union of Co-gperative
and  internatiopal  working- the T 1"|r industrial magnates. : ; Sacietics.—68
class movement, ome of (he [n 1922 was led from the Morze, Karl (I1818-1882 5, & J A. M. (b 1876)—a Men-
founders and leaders of the Saciil-Democratic  Party  of lﬂc hevik, lewyery from July 1 #
international CGermany al the demand of its . " ! i P Yinisler for Posts and Tele-
movcment,  One "lfll-'i and-file members.—93 'W ai ! Minister for the In-
1 : b Earl (18711818 —an i £ ':-': - im- ist in the last bourgenis

sian prince; big
onal-Demoerat. From Central Commitice and mem-

Cionsty in..l.
Ciantrel

March to July 1917, Chairman

Brovisional Goveroment — 100

af the .1h]_ rian (-|n|mm|.<t ; o leader of  the L5 " e
Darty. During the First Wor 1d ar international ¢ it ; |f_1 1~!1:._ l't.11r1=.lh*-
La Afairs in the frst P

0

War, a pris : w 1n corlbine-clas  movement; 8

Russia, hie joined the Bolshevik leader of the Left wing of hourgens Provisional Govern

Party. [m 1018, chairman of the Ceeman Soeial-Democratic ity porsmed the policy 1 Palckinckys P. 1. (d. 1030)-
the Tederati of Torclen Pa In 1916 was sentenced “war fo o victory. After the ¢ngincer, OTEANSEr 01
Groops of  the RCPIB] Ta tn llq'(l lghour for hiz anti October  Revolution helped Produpnl  Syndicate;

the antwmn of 1918 ln:‘1|T“|l'|"| nilitarist propeganda i g ot the forcign milifary u-I-u-,l-.' ro -l wi

to Hungary. In the Tlo the Mayvember 1318 1 ; intervention  against  Soviet ircles, In 1917 !

Soyvict Republic, established in n Germany lopether with - Kussia; beeame.a lzader of the st ¢ Trade and Induostry
March' 1918 Kun acied as Luxem hurg headed the tevaln Wil émigrés.—31, 68, 94 1 bourgeois. Provision:
the wvirtual ‘head of govern- tionar ""1".11'd of the Ger- iri in, T, P, (18834-1035)— Covernment; orpanized sahots

ment; officially holding  the nan workers. Was one of the joiged the Social-Democraiic 2o by industrialists, actively

poits -:uE People’s  Commissar ‘sunders. of the Communist ovemest G 1908, member of npposed  democratic organ
Fiew s Al and Hoard [_.E“w of Cemmany and a {1 ¢ Bnl._h:—xi_!t Patty from a0 tions, Headed the de r\‘tw of
memb [ the People’s Com- leader ol' the PBerlin workers” After the (vtoher Revelulion the Winter Palace on October
i far War, Following upri in January 1919 i appointed I ‘s Com- 25 {Noveniber 1917 1'0“
suppression of Soviel pa- _*‘.Tlcm Ihr_' pression of the missar for gricaltyre. Ta .

wor in Hungary, went [irs uprising was brufally mur !""1"‘_;'3" Depu 7 ;
b ity 'h B! 5 by connter-revolulipna the Sapreme Boos nomnic Ceun- e e Soviet industry,

- -\.ll tater d wier nin- Ir.'l.llc’nl.r‘n.l'l'.' A T |".l'.—.£-+c.'.

7as i member of 13 i 03
pattent coonomic and govéin —a lbexal Nar-'n.'lmL in:.the
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18005, Trom 1906, a leader of
Th1' petty-bourgeois  Popula
Sacialist Party. In 1917, Mip-
I'||.'.‘: for Foo d Supplies in the
hourgeéais Provisiona]l Govern-
ment., After the Oetober Reve-
lution  fought against Soviel

n 1922 =& white

ek haman > . [1856-1918)-

an oufstan s
Tussfan  and  interndtional
ss. mmovement, et
propagandist  of harsism in
Russia. In 1883, i Geneva,
founded the Emadncipation of
Labour group, |1" first Rosgian
Macxist organis n, In 1883
14904 wi a number of wiorks
which: played an  bmporkant
part in the defence and disse-
manation - of ¢ materialist
world outlook. After  the
Secand Cl)l'l_L;:l':‘-:_‘i of the
REDLPE adopted a concilia-
tory attetude towards opportun
isen, cand then sided with the
Mensheviks: o social-chaovin
it duriog the Figst  Waorld
AMar. Alter his rebuin ta Rns-
siz, followmg the [February
revolution of 1917, headed the
|-::1'I'_\' Frran i R B | Pi"]l‘

Z"Ltil'lf'\"‘—: rlcrr:
the B

revolution, as he 14

Fussia mumatare for a i

ticn to lism. |

segative stand with rews

the Qetober Revelution bul did
laky n the strupsls

gainsl, Soviet power.

fu pin highly valued Plekha-
nows  philosephic works and
his role in spreading Marxigm
in Russia; at the same timne he
gharply. erficised Plelhanov
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Aations from Marx-
ism and his' serious politien]
mistalees —66, 93, ™

Potresow, A: N. [1860-1934)
Menshevik leader. A socis
chauvimst during I.'!u:
Waorld War. I"‘ ]‘]] E
ar of the mew HEper D_.'{'J; '_'J.:"'\l.'.‘
Dav), w gnleaghed 4 fmali-
tous  campaign’ sgainst  the
Bolsheviks, After the Dotober
Revolulion went abrofd: wiote
articles atlacking Qcﬁm'
sig far lu.:cmla 8 weok
{Trays).—60

;"J'ﬂ_—l:l;'_l’iq’:!':l.:..' B, 8 N.LIRFI-1E
a 'Lf'_rg-::ui_
public t
Food .‘:\L;F-TIE!IE‘.L in the hourgea
Provisional Governmen!
the Cletober Revolution faught
IJ.:_’ELi:"!'l' Soviet poOwWer; = Was
banished from the USSR,
far his epunter-revelutionary
activities —62, 100

Pimlakew, G. L. {1390-1937}—a
member of the Bolshevik Party
from 1010, From 1914 k1 1917
Tived in emigration in &
gerland, lzafer in Sweden; Op-
posed Lenin on the question of
the right of natfond to self-
deternmnatinn, Il-:?d . number
of responsible p ! il
Cretober L{“\""].-.l‘tl"'-l- Rt‘ catedly

ased the Parly's T. ning
licy, for which he was
elled from the Partr—24.%

Renaudel, sy (1HT1-19
a  refarmist leader of
Erench Socialist Packy.
1914 fo 1919 and
'”lf‘.['ll. K
Deputies; A social-chaovinist

during the First World War

a Wlllu.l'l" w from the
leadersiup ol the Sacinlist Par-
ty, and was cxpelled from it
in 1938: later hc organiscd 8
sroall  non-godialist  grodpe--
1 9

Renmer, Karl (1870-1930}

Austrian politicia 1L1d"r' andl

:h--:".rrl::*i'u_'- of the A.Jstr'.'.m

First "-'t-un 1‘-"1-'43. In If.i' a.ﬂ
Austrian Chaneellor, irom l“-Fa
or0. President af Ausri]
Eolovich (Rokhovich, G, Y.)—a
miember of the Central Food
Conrmities in 19L7—56

5

B T (1§79-1923)—a

of the Sodalist-Revelu
{iopary Party and of its
“fehting orgd inisation’. After
ihe Orioher Revolution insn-
gated several counted- revelu-
Liomary r& olts, liclped org =
thi ¥ AT I.II|t.T\~_1TtiI\'O
agatnst the Soviet Republic

|64, 1G5

GPROL Lu"u'ar Wing
man Social-Democratic  Party.
During the November 15918
revolution o Germany was @
member of the so-called Coun-
gl of People’s Represcatatives,
which servied the interesis of
the counfer-revolutionary bour-
geoisic, In February-June 1918,
jead of the ecalition govern-
mient of the Weimar Bepublic:
was ooc of the organisers of
the hrutal suppression of
Goerman \'.‘Lr:kﬂ}g—c'i&':'- ot
ment in 1918-21.—95, 196, 217

Sohimid. Asther (b 1580)—a
Swiss b mEgenis economiat,
ﬂmﬁ:n of the Swisa Socialist

ing (he First World

1 teacher of cemmercial

oo, 20, 1 member

ol 1he Furich Cantonal Coun-

gl later mnational councellor,

BEC ct:‘n} of the Socialist Farty

cantonal  organisalion and

edi tur --F its newspaper. From

1047, member of the Consul-

tative {-:Ollnc"i] af  the Swiss
Natonal Baok—328

Skingaryow, . 1 (1 8EG-1978)—

a doctor, member of e Cadet

117 was Minister
Agrtculture in- the Tiest,
and Mimster for Finance 1
the sceond, bourgoois T
grorial (Goyern ents.—08, 100

Shizaprifion, 4, C , (1885-1937T)—

a member of ,], EsDLP.
from 1901, After the erober
Revolution wis People’s Com-
missai ot Labour; laler en-
gaged in military, trade union
mn'l Coo r.mc aclivities. In
{}30-22 organised and led the
apti-Party Workars Opposi-
tfion graup. In 1933 was ex=
dled [rom the Parky—11l4,
154

Shalgin, U. T. (b, 1878)—a lamd-
DWTIEr; A monarchist and
paticnalist. After the October

Gion was ong of the

il of the whitegnard
Volutteer Army, helped coun-
vevolutionary generals Ale
wevey, Denikin and \'IL.J.JIE;\. :
later fed abroad where he
continued o oppose Soviet
A Hhe l.}le he ccascd

!C'-f_:L‘

Menshevik active in the
Democratie  movement




Deputy Chair-

Tetrograd Soviet,

Chalrman  of  the

ecntive  Domunittne

convoration) | brom  May

[617;  Minister 1o

s -the bonrgesis. Pro

visional Government. Alter ihe
Detober

povetient;  Ehuet

1 1 Comumissariat
for Foreigs -l"'u{:, In 1922
joingd the ROGPEAB), held
upsikle cennemic. posis; 10
worked e the All-

Radio Committce—42,

i SReer il |

and

in thi LCDATY
from e, o
pumry  19L7T revelomion
..|.'-;is'|' od. gy B0ME tiine: 1o
the semi-Menshevile Dewspapet
Voreye Lz L}Ir'\' [key,
was a2 mewher of the :,;;'.h:“l-
cToup T Tuly 1815
joined  the Bolshevik Parly-
Aller ihe Octoher Revolution
varions rusearch
Covresponding
the IT8 3R Aca-

jences [rom 152

o 917, member ol the
_EJJ-:*c g ot the Perme and I|r"||f'

wnal G

riembar I.'[‘ i|.".1: Statc
board memhber of the
s Comimizzariat fm Fi-
nance cand: ob 1hE People’

Commissas

it fRubinstem), A (1881

048] —a Menshevik, Tn 19
sl to CGermany -"-l the
Fir i
witl
;\1"":H shied
weekly ¢ 3 {
Ifhl',l.’.if"': SL,"'I. 13t
5. [ 1917 J
Contrist  Independent
Dremperatic Party of Germany
Took @n Letive part in -'|-;.:
smoar  (ampaign o the
Lhe
|"-.-‘|;<|:.-_'V1k$
Creman Gonkiists.-

E.

codricnts”
" of Marxs ceanomic

deasroures 10 ad
and the working-class o e-
[he interesls
spisie, One of the s
of Russian 1mpet
{pher Rewvalution a
et power,
g counter-
revolt
whiite r_mfv’
Y. M. (188H-1919)—:
¥ 1||:|i|"' ".-"l-lﬁ".' |'Ir he (j'fJ‘l -
mumst Parky and the Soviet
gtate, COo N
|ﬁ

T

Fredorick n? 5l
-|‘::;'.~l.’f-'l'Ell.’-‘ _pp Amcricin en-
iriper, fonnder: of the system ol
labout :.sgamaui.ian aitned Al

the maximmn L dihisation ol

cing day an d rational

£ mneans of pro-

duction and implements ol

lahour. Under capitalism y
wetemi Ts nsed 0 1nLens

t"a:.iqua.ri---r of the working

'T::rr.u.u.r'

owner of big su

eripy in R 4. moillieeaire;
Finance ossber  aod. then
fin Foreipn Affaie
in the bonrgecis Provisional
Cloverninent in 1917, activaly
pursucd the imE ist polity
of “war  to wictoty ' Whate
tmigrd after the Qctober Rev-
olutien; onc of the orgariser
of the counfer- revalutic
miltary totervention  BES

. state—0Ry 70, Tl

{1828-1910)—gredl
LT f.‘i
o Y. (1889-1437)-
a member of Fh:: Left Secial
isl-Revolutionary Party and of
i Central Committes. In De-
-""nn?‘ 1917 "-'rl.i appeintod
2aople’s Commi igsar of Muonic-
ipal and Local Hell-Govern-
ment. In March 1918 W
from the Council of P
Clonimi 5 in connectlon \-.-I 1
the signing of the Brest Pcace
T'L'J.!_'r'.—] 52
Frevaleti, 1. G- (1882 1958} —a
Menshevik '.C"lﬂl.f". After the
Felimary revolution of 1417,
mefher of the Execuiive -
ittee of the T’"}"r"':""hd Sovi

of the Central Executive
Committes: (Hrsl convaen !
[n May 1917 hecame Minister
(gr Puosts 111:{ Teleg
{ e
\rl."|'| mie 3 1

”f‘ilﬁ EI W p was
one of the leaders ol the
Ciegrgian  COUT rerexpfution-
ary Menshevik government A
while fmigré altes the
11=--r1| ab ot Boviet power 19

5. 04, 100

Trarabyoi, | e
member o Lht Bokshtwl
from 1914, Erom Septe
1917 il tbe cnd of
wlitor of the newspape?
ihy Rabochy Teals Work
qember of the Uials R
Party  Commiteee and
five Comenittes: of
Regional Sowiel
!_J”II—-“_’I was on the ='1Il
the [cntnl Committee of
In 1927 was ex-
pell Ld from the 1 foe his
Hine activity; Was rein-
tales ] in 1028, —114

7z

tev [Radomypstsky), G. Y.
1956)—joined the
RESDLF i 1801
After the October Eevolution
Chajnan of the Petrograd
§ovict, member of the Palitical
Burcau of the Pariys Ceatral
Cammitice, € an of the
Comintern  Executive i

Repe by opposed the Par-
ty’s Leninist poliey; vac cillated
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during the preparation for
and the carrying out of the
Detober Hevolation WS
ainst an armed uprising; in
he was one of the organ

isers of the “Mew Opposition™
and in 1926 one of the leaders

of the anti-Party Trotsky-
Zinoviev bloc: In Movember
1527 was cxpolled from the
Party fo1 his splitting pﬁli’:‘_-':
was twice TE ted and X
pelled again for hid' anti-
Parly activily,—206




