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Obituary of G.M. Dimitrov 

Georgi Mikhailovitch Dimitrov was born on June 18, 1882, in the town of 

Radomir, of a proletarian revolutionary family. When he was only 15 years old, 

the young Dimitrov, working as a compositor in a printshop, joined the 

revolutionary movement and took an active part in the work of the oldest 

Bulgarian trade union of printers. 

 

In 1902, Dimitrov joined the Bulgarian Workers’ Social Democratic Party. He 

actively combated revisionism on the side of the revolutionary Marxist wing of 

Tesnyaki led by Dimitri Blagoyev. 

 

The self-sacrificing revolutionary struggle of Dimitrov earned him the warm 

love of the revolutionary workers of Bulgaria, who, in 1905, elected him 

secretary of the Alliance of Revolutionary Trade Associations of Bulgaria. In 

that post he remained right up to 1923, when that alliance was disbanded by the 

fascists. 

 

While leading the struggle of the Bulgarian proletariat, Dimitrov displayed 

courage and staunchness in the revolutionary struggles, was repeatedly arrested 

and persecuted. In the September armed uprising of 1923 in Bulgaria he headed 

the Central Revolutionary Committee, set an example of revolutionary 

fearlessness, unflinching staunchness and devotion to the cause of the working 

class. For his leadership of the armed uprising in 1923 the fascist court 

sentenced Dimitrov in his absence to death. In 1926, after the provocative trial, 

engineered by the fascists, against the leadership of the Communist Party, 

Dimitrov was again sentenced to death in his absence. 

 

Compelled, in 1923, to emigrate from Bulgaria, Dimitrov led the life of a 

professional revolutionary. He worked actively in the Executive Committee of 

the Communist International. 

 

In 1933, he was arrested in Berlin for revolutionary activity. During the Leipzig 

Trial, Dimitrov became the standard-bearer of the struggle against fascism and 

imperialist war. His heroic conduct in the court, the words of wrath which he 

flung in the face of the fascists, exposing their infamous provocation in 

connection with the Reichstag fire, unmasked the fascist provocateurs and 

roused new millions of workers throughout the world to the struggle against 

fascism. 

 

In 1935, Dimitrov was elected General Secretary of the Executive Committee of 

the Communist International. He waged a persistent struggle for the creation and 

consolidation of the united proletarian and popular front for the struggle against 

fascism, against the war which the fascist rulers of Germany, Japan and Italy 



were preparing. He called untiringly on the masses of the working people of all 

countries to rally around the Communist Parties in order to bar the way to the 

Fascist aggressors. 

 

Dimitrov did great work in the ranks of the international Communist movement 

in forging the leading cadres of Communist Parties loyal to the great teachings 

of Marxism-Leninism, to the principles of proletarian internationalism, to the 

cause of the defense of the interests of the people’s masses in their respective 

countries. 

 

During the Second World War, Georgi Dimitrov called on the Communists to 

head the national-liberation anti-fascist movement, and tirelessly worked at 

organizing all patriotic forces for the rout of the fascist invaders. He led the 

struggle of the Bulgarian Workers’ Party (Communists) and all Bulgarian 

patriots who rose in arms against the German-fascist invaders. 

 

For his outstanding services in the struggle against fascism he was, in 1945, 

awarded the Order of Lenin by the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the 

U.S.S.R. 

 

After the defeat of fascist Germany, Georgi Mikhailovitch Dimitrov led the 

building of the new People’s Democratic Republic of Bulgaria, and laid the 

foundation for the eternal friendship between the Bulgarian people and the 

peoples of the Soviet Union. Untiringly working for the consolidation of the 

united anti-imperialist camp and the rallying of all democratic forces, Georgi 

Mikhailovitch Dimitrov mercilessly exposed the betrayal of the cause of 

Socialism and the united anti-imperialist front by Tito’s nationalist clique. 

 

In the person of Dimitrov, the working people of the whole world have lost an 

ardent fighter, who gave all his heroic life to the supreme service of the cause of 

the working class, the cause of Communism. The death of Dimitrov is a great 

loss to the whole international working class and Communist movement, to all 

fighters for lasting peace and a people’s democracy. By his self-sacrificing 

struggle in the ranks of the working-class movement, by his boundless devotion 

to the great teachings of Lenin and Stalin, Dimitrov earned the warm love of the 

working people of the whole world. 

 

The life of Dimitrov, loyal comrade-in-arms of Lenin and Stalin, staunch 

revolutionary and anti-fascist champion, will serve as an inspiring example to all 

fighters for the cause of peace and democracy, for Communism. 

 

Farewell, our dear friend and comrade-in-arms! 

 



(Signed) Andreyev, Beria, Bulganin, Voroshilov, Kaganovitch, Kosygin, 

Malenkov, Mikoyan, Molotov, Ponomarenko, Popov, Pospelov, Stalin, Suslov, 

Khrushchev, Shvernik, Shkiryatov. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On The Road To Communism 

November 6, 1949 

 

We print below extracts from the speech of G.M. Malenkov delivered at the 

celebration meeting of the Moscow Soviet on the occasion of the 32nd 

Anniversary of the Great October Revolution. —World News and Views 

 

portraitOn this thirty-second Anniversary of the Great October Socialist 

Revolution the Soviet people are filled with the unshakable conviction that our 

country will continue its successful advance towards Communism. In the 

gigantic competition between the two systems—the system of Socialism and the 

system of capitalism—the superiority of the Socialist system is distinctly 

apparent. 

 

Suffice it to recall that in the thirty-two years of its existence the Soviet Union 

has stood the test of two strenuous wars—the war of 1918-1920 against internal 

and external enemies, and the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945 against the Nazi 

invaders. 

 



On the other hand, we know that the United States of America, the strongest of 

the capitalist countries, developed for more than eighty years virtually in the 

midst of peace, without anyone hindering the building of its economy. This is a 

fact of no little significance, which no one who wants to form an honest and 

objective judgment of the achievements of the Socialist economic system should 

forget. 

 

Our people profoundly believe in the rightness of their cause.  

 

The Marxist-Leninist theory, having gripped the minds of the masses, has 

become a stupendous force in the struggle for the triumph of the new over the 

old, for the triumph of Socialism over capitalism. 

 

Soviet Union—Champion of Peace 

Comrades, if we are asked what is the main thing in our foreign policy, it is, to 

put it briefly, that the Soviet Union stands for peace and upholds the cause of 

peace. The Soviet Union unswervingly pursues a policy of peace and friendship 

among the nations. We do not want war and we shall do everything in our power 

to prevent it. 

 

The peaceable policy of the Soviet Union springs from the very roots and 

underlying foundations of the Socialist system and from the interests of the 

Soviet people. We have completely abolished the age-old exploitation of man by 

man in our country, and thereby we have eliminated the reasons and causes 

which in the capitalist world give rise to the policy of exploiting and enslaving 

other nations. 

 

We have created a model of brotherly co-operation among peoples of different 

races and nationalities which is unparalleled in human history, and thereby we 

have cast aside forever the policy of building the welfare of one State on the 

suppression of other States. A policy which makes the suppression of the 

national sovereignty of other peoples its guiding principle is alien to us. 

 

A Socialist State has no need for foreign expansion. It has no need of colonial 

seizures. The Soviet Socialist system has eradicated the causes that give rise to 

economic crises, from which the rulers of the capitalist world usually seek 

escape in warlike gambles. 

The imperialists pin their hopes on warlike gambles because they are afraid of 

peaceful competition with Socialism. But it is quite evident that warlike gambles 

promise the imperialists nothing but disaster. 

 



The Soviet people do not fear peaceful competition with capitalism. That is why 

they are against a new war and stand in defence of peace, although they firmly 

know and are absolutely convinced that their strength is invincible. 

 

The Soviet people are fully conscious of their responsibility to history. They 

showed this when, not sparing their strength, they rose in a solid wall to save 

their country and all progressive humanity from the onslaught of the fascist 

barbarians. They are showing it in the post-war years, when well-known 

imitators of the fascist barbarians are brandishing over the world the bloody 

sword of a new war. 

 

True to its unswerving policy of peace, the Soviet Government has ever since 

the war stood for a programme which, if realised, would substantially strengthen 

peace and international security. This programme includes co-operation of the 

Great Powers, reduction of armaments and unconditional prohibition of the 

atomic weapon. This programme provides for the strict observance of the 

Potsdam decisions on the German question, a peace settlement with Japan and 

expansion of trade and economic relations among countries. 

 

If this programme is not being realised, it is solely because it does not suit the 

warmongers. However, the Soviet Government is not relaxing its efforts for the 

strengthening of peace. It continues to recommend that the preparations for a 

new war which are being conducted in a number of countries, notably in the 

United States and Great Britain, should be condemned, that the atomic weapon 

be unconditionally prohibited and adequate international control be established. 

 

The Soviet Government recently made a proposal that the five great Powers—

the United States, Great Britain, France, China and the Soviet Union—should 

conclude a pact for the strengthening of peace. It is possible that the warmongers 

will frustrate this proposal. 

 

Nevertheless, the Soviet Union will continue to fight for peace, and with still 

greater energy. The Soviet people will spare neither strength nor effort to 

consolidate and enlarge the ranks of the supporters of peace it the utmost and to 

foil the criminal plans of the aggressors. 

 

Atomic Diplomacy Unmasked 

One of the most important component elements of the aggressive line of the 

warmongers is what is known as atomic diplomacy, the adventurist character of 

which has now become fully, revealed. For, indeed, this diplomacy was based 

upon the absolutely false initial assumption that the United States possessed a 

monopoly of the atomic weapon. Actually, as we know, the Soviet Government 

made no secret of the fact that it possessed the atomic weapon. In 1947 the 



Soviet Government made it known to the world that the secret of the atomic 

bomb no longer existed. Nevertheless the overweening warmongers, devoid of 

all sense of reality, are still not desisting from their notorious atomic diplomacy. 

 

We do not want war and we shall do everything on our part to prevent it. But let 

nobody think that we are scared by the warmongers' sabre-rattling. It is not we 

but the imperialists and aggressors who should be afraid of war. 

 

What does the experience of history tell us? 

 

It tells us that the First World War, unleashed by the imperialists, led to the 

victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution in our country. 

 

The experience of history further tells us that the Second World War, unleashed 

by the imperialists, led to the establishment of people's democratic regimes in a 

number of countries of Central and South-Eastern Europe and to the victory of 

the great Chinese people. 

 

Can there be any doubt that if the imperialists unleash a third world war, it will 

mean the grave not of individual capitalist States but of the whole world of 

capitalism? 

 

And there is another thing which should be borne in mind. The time has passed 

when the warmongers could delude the American people into the belief that they 

will not have to make any heavy sacrifices in a war, that cannon-fodder for war 

can be found in plenty in Europe and Asia. The American people are beginning 

to realise that the time has come when the imperialists cannot fight only with the 

hands of other nations. The American people are beginning to realise that if the 

warmongers start a new slaughter of peoples or bloodbath, the grief of mothers, 

of wives, sisters and children will visit the American continent too. And it is a 

terrible grief. The warmongers will inevitably be suffocated and drowned by it. 

 

Thirty-Two Years After 

Comrades, nearly one-third of a century has elapsed since that auspicious day 

when on one-sixth of the globe a new era began in the history of mankind. 

 

Today we Soviet people recall with especial pride the epoch-making deeds 

performed by our Party and our people under the leadership of Lenin and Stalin. 

 

The great October Socialist Revolution lives and triumphs in the deeds of our 

glorious Bolshevik Party, in the deeds of the glorious people of the Soviet land. 

The driving and directing force in our advance towards Communism is our 

Communist Party. The Party cements, inspires and organises the Soviet people, 



unites their efforts for the achievement of the great aim of building Communist 

society. Its living bond with the people grows stronger from day to day. Therein 

lies the source of the invincibility of the Party and the might of the Soviet State. 

Our Party is a united, monolithic and invincible force, rallied as never before 

around the 

 

Central Committee, around Comrade Stalin. This unity of the Bolshevik ranks 

has always been, is and will be the basis of the strength of our Party. 

 

The great October Revolution, its ideas of fighting for peace among nations, for 

the abolition of the exploitation of man by man, for equality and friendship 

among nations, live and triumph in the Socialist construction now unfolded in 

all the People's Democracies, in the historic upsurge of the great Chinese people, 

in the foundation and consolidation of the peace-loving German Democratic 

Republic. 

 

The great October Revolution lives and triumphs in the fight which the mighty 

front of the supporters of peace, democracy and Socialism is waging against the 

forces of imperialist aggression, against the instigators of a new war. 

 

Let the doomed, the condemned by history, rage in their fury! The greater the 

frenzy in the camp of the warmongers, the greater should be the calm and 

restraint in our camp of peace. Guided by the genius of Comrade Stalin, our 

teacher and leader, we face the morrow with confidence. We firmly know that 

the worldwide triumph of Socialism and democracy is inevitable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comrade Stalin—Leader of Progressive Mankind 

 

A QUARTER of a century ago Comrade Stalin gave an oath on behalf of the 

Party to fulfil with credit the behests of Lenin. Comrade Stalin’s oath resounded 

as a fighting call to the Party, to the working class, to the Soviet people, and was 

a lode-star in the historic struggle to refashion social life, the struggle for the 

construction of Socialist society. 

 

Comrade Stalin led our Party and the Soviet people along Lenin’s road. He 

upheld and developed Lenin’s theory on the possibility of the victory of 

Socialism in one country. Putting Lenin’s behests into practice, our Party under 

the leadership of Comrade Stalin, secured the Socialist industrialisation of the 

country and the collectivisation of agriculture, converting the Soviet Union into 

a great industrial and collective farm Socialist Power. 

 



Comrade Stalin, as nobody else, profoundly understood Lenin’s inspired ideas 

on the Marxist Party of a new type, upheld the purity of the Marx-Engels-Lenin 

teaching, developed the Marxist-Leninist theory, steeled the Party in the struggle 

against numerous enemies, and forged and trains cadres capable of furthering 

the cause of our Party. 

 

The whole world saw Stalin’s greatness at the sharp turning-points of history: in 

October, 1917, during the Civil War, in the years of the intervention, when 

together with Lenin, he led the Socialist Revolution and the struggle to defeat 

the enemies of the Soviet Power, and in the Great Patriotic War, when Comrade 

Stalin led the routing of the strongest enemies of our Motherland. 

 

Together with the great Lenin, Comrade Stalin created the first Socialist State in 

the world. Under the banner of Lenin, under the leadership of Comrade Stalin, 

our mighty Motherland, the country of friendship among the Soviet peoples, 

lives, grows and becomes stronger. 

 

During the Second World War, when the dark forces of Fascism hovered over 

the world and threatened to obliterate human culture, Comrade Stalin, at the 

head of the Soviet Union, directly led the defeat of the Hitlerite hordes, secured 

the victory of the peace-loving peoples, and was the recognised leader in the 

hard struggle to liberate mankind from the yoke of Fascism. 

 

After the end of the Second World War, when new claimants to world 

domination appeared on the political horizon, Comrade Stalin called upon the 

peoples for resolute struggle against the instigators of a new world war, and 

united the peace supporters into a mighty force. Consistently and mercilessly 

exposing the instigators of a new war, Comrade Stalin became the head of the 

great movement for peace. 

 

Comrade Stalin is rightly regarded as the great and loyal friend of the peace-

loving peoples of the countries of people’s democracy, liberated from the yoke 

of Fascism, of the peoples of China and North Korea, who have for ever thrown 

off the yoke of the imperialists. 

 

That is why the peoples of the Soviet Union and all progressive mankind see in 

the person of Comrade Stalin their recognised leader and teacher. That is why 

today they express with particular warmth their affection and devotion to 

Comrade Stalin, and put on record his great services in the struggle for a happy 

life for the people, for peace among the nations. The name of Comrade Stalin 

has long become the banner of peace in the mind of the peoples of all countries. 

All who want to struggle against the instigators of a new war know and are 

convinced that they will do the right thing by rallying around Comrade Stalin, 



the great defender of peace. Mankind, having lived through the horrors of the 

last world war, craves for peace and is resolutely opposed to a new slaughter. 

Precisely for this reason all nations greet with gratitude the resolute, unequivocal 

policy of peace which Comrade Stalin pursues and upholds. 

 

However the warmongers may try to slander our Socialist country, they will not 

succeed in eradicating from the minds of the common people the conviction that 

the Soviet Union is the true champion of peace, consistently defending peace all 

over the world, that our country, as Comrade Stalin says, is able to conduct and 

is, in fact, conducting a policy of peace, is conducting it not pharisaically, but 

honestly and openly, resolutely and consistently. 

 

Exposed in their adventurist plans, the warmongers want to deceive the common 

people by the false assertion that the Communists allegedly consider peaceful 

co-existence between countries of Socialism and capitalist countries to be 

impossible. They want to cover up their criminal actions in preparation for a 

new war by slander of the honest policy of peace conducted by the Communists. 

Actually Comrade Stalin has repeatedly and categorically declared that the 

Soviet Union proceeds from the fact of the inevitable co-existence for a 

prolonged period of two systems, Socialism and capitalism, and firmly adheres 

to the course of loyal, peace-loving relations with all those States which display 

a desire for friendly co-operation, on condition of observance of the principle of 

reciprocity and fulfilment of obligations assumed. 

 

The Soviet Union’s foreign policy, conducted under the leadership of Comrade 

Stalin, is aimed at securing stable peace among the peoples and the utmost 

strengthening of friendly co-operation among the peace-loving nations. Since 

the Second World War Comrade Stalin has already frequently given a precise 

answer on the absolute possibility of peaceful and prolonged co-operation 

between the U.S.S.R. and the capitalist countries. It would suffice to recall at 

least the following direct and clear statements made by Comrade Stalin: 

 

In September, 1946, the Moscow correspondent of the Sunday Times, Mr. 

Alexander Werth, asked Comrade Stalin: “Do you believe that with the further 

progress of the Soviet Union towards Communism the possibilities of peaceful 

co-operation with the outside world will not decrease as far as the Soviet Union 

is concerned? Is ‘Communism in one country’ possible?” 

 

Comrade Stalin replied: “I do not doubt that the possibilities of peaceful co-

operation, far from decreasing, may even grow. ‘Communism in one country’ is 

perfectly possible, especially in a country like the Soviet Union.” 

 



In December, 1946, Mr. Elliott Roosevelt asked Comrade Stalin: “Do you 

believe it is possible for a democracy such as the United States to live peaceably 

side by side in this world with a Communistic form of government like the 

Soviet Union’s and with no attempt on the part of either to interfere with the 

internal political affairs of the other?” 

 

Comrade Stalin replied: “Yes, of course. This is not only possible. It is wise and 

entirely within the bounds of realisation. In the most strenuous times during the 

war the differences in government did not prevent our two nations from joining 

together and vanquishing our foes. Even more so is it possible to continue this 

relationship in time of peace.” 

 

In April, 1947, Comrade Stalin in a talk with Mr. Stassen said, “. . . that one 

should not be carried away by criticising each other’s systems. Each people 

upheld the system it wanted and was able to uphold it. As to which system was 

better—history would show. One should respect the systems chosen and 

approved by the people. Whether the system in the U.S.A. was good or not—

that was the American people’s concern. Collaboration did not require that 

people should have one and the same system. One should respect the systems 

approved of by the people. Only on this condition was collaboration possible.” 

 

In May, 1948, Comrade Stalin, replying to an Open Letter by Mr. Wallace, 

wrote: “. . . the Government of the U.S.S.R. believes that despite the differences 

in economic systems and ideologies the co-existence of these systems and the 

peaceful settlement of differences between the U.S.S.R. and the U.S.A. are not 

only possible, but absolutely necessary, in the interests of universal peace.” 

 

In January, 1949, the European General Manager of the International News 

Service of America, Mr. Kingsbury Smith, asked Comrade Stalin: “Would the 

Government of the U.S.S.R. be prepared to consider the issuance of a joint 

declaration with the Government of the United States of America asserting that 

the respective Governments have no intention of resorting to war against one 

another?”—and “Would the Government of the U.S.S.R. be prepared to join 

with the Government of the United States of America in measures designed to 

implement this pact of peace, such as gradual disarmament?” 

 

Comrade Stalin replied that “the Soviet Government would be prepared to 

consider the issuance of such a declaration,” and further that, “naturally, the 

Government of the U.S.S.R. could co-operate with the Government of the 

United States of America in taking measures designed to implement this pact of 

peace and leading to gradual disarmament.” 

 



These were the words uttered by Comrade Stalin, expressing the aspirations of 

the Soviet people towards peaceful creative work, towards the establishment of 

friendly relations among the peoples of all countries. 

 

The Soviet Union considers the road of peaceful competition with capitalism as 

quite acceptable. Through the words of Comrade Stalin the entire Soviet people 

declare unreservedly that the U.S.S.R. is against military adventures and is for 

firm and lasting peace all over the world, although the Soviet people are 

absolutely convinced of their invincible strength. 

 

Throughout the entire history of the existence of the Soviet Union it has been 

proved on many occasions that the word of our great leader has never departed 

from deeds. The dirty and mercenary hack-writers may yell whatever they like 

about the “aggressive” policy of the Soviet Union. Our leader and teacher, 

Comrade Stalin, has issued his great call for peace among the peoples. That call 

is penetrating deeper and deeper into the hearts of the peoples. 

 

No bandits of the pen from the warmongers’ camp will succeed in slandering 

Stalin’s policy of friendship among the peoples. They will not succeed in 

blotting out the sacred word “Peace” inscribed on the banners of the peace-

loving peoples. The mighty movement for peace against the instigators of a new 

war is developing wider and wider and continues to strengthen. The peoples of 

all countries see in Comrade Stalin the great defender of peace. 

* * * * 

THE FRIENDSHIP among peoples which has been firmly established in our 

country is a great achievement of the Bolshevik Party. The Bolshevik Party 

alone was able to forge the indestructible fraternity of peoples, the Party which 

is the consistent standard-bearer of the ideas of internationalism and 

international solidarity. 

 

The Patriotic War of 1941-1945 was the gravest test of all the forces of the 

Soviet Union. It also constituted the gravest test for the Bolshevik Party. The 

Party emerged from that test with a great victory. Boundlessly loyal to the cause 

of Communism and following the wise instructions of Comrade Stalin, our Party 

constantly inspired the people, mobilised its forces for the struggle against the 

enemies. 

 

The organisational work of the Party united the efforts of all Soviet people, of 

all mass organisations of Soviet society, and directed them towards the common 

purpose. All forces and means of the country were subordinated to the task of 

routing the enemy. The unsurpassed ability of the Bolshevik Party to mobilise 

the masses under the most complicated conditions was demonstrated once again. 

At all difficult stages of the struggle for the freedom and happiness of the 



peoples, for the independence and flourishing of our Motherland, for the 

construction of Communist society in our country, the Bolshevik Party achieved 

success because it gained the confidence of the millions of Soviet people, 

constantly consolidated the links with the masses, and heeded the voice of the 

masses. 

 

Comrade Stalin teaches that the Bolshevik Party is strong because, leading the 

movement, it constantly preserves and multiplies the links with the broad masses 

of the working people. 

 

“The strength of the Bolsheviks, the strength of the Communists,” Comrade 

Stalin says, “lies in the fact that they are able to rally millions of active non-

party people around our Party. We Bolsheviks would never have achieved the 

successes we have now achieved had we not been able to win for the Party the 

confidence of millions of non-party workers and peasants. And what is needed 

for this? What is needed is for the members of the Party not to isolate 

themselves from the non-party people; for the Party members not to withdraw 

into their Party shell, not to get puffed up about belonging to the Party, but to 

heed the voice of the non-party people; not only to teach the non-party people 

but also to learn from them.” 

 

At all stages of the struggle and the great creative work in building Socialist 

society, Comrade Stalin has constantly warned our Party, and first and foremost 

the cadres of leaders, that they should not become self-satisfied or cease to 

notice shortcomings in the work. Leaders who fail to notice shortcomings or 

reconcile themselves to shortcomings are not able to advance the cause and are 

acting not to the benefit of the State, but to its detriment. 

 

The successful fulfilment of the tasks facing the Party is indissolubly linked with 

the unfolding of Bolshevik criticism and self-criticism, which constitute the 

basic conditions for the development of our Party. Comrade Stalin teaches that 

without self-criticism we cannot advance, that we need selfcriticism as we need 

air and water, that the strength of Bolshevism consists precisely in the fact that it 

is not afraid of criticism and that from criticism of its own shortcomings it draws 

the energy for further advance. The slogan of self-criticism, Comrade Stalin 

says, “lies at the very foundation of the Bolshevik Party. It lies at the foundation 

of the system of the dictatorship of the proletariat. If our country is the country 

of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the dictatorship is led by one party, the 

Communist Party, which does not and cannot share power with other parties, is 

it not obvious that we ourselves must reveal and correct our mistakes, if we want 

to advance? . . .” 

 



Comrade Stalin teaches that self-criticism is a special method, the Bolshevik 

method, of educating cadres. “. . . As a result of self-criticism,” Comrade Stalin 

says “our economic cadres begin to pull themselves together, become more 

vigilant, begin to approach more seriously the problems of administering the 

economy, while our Party, Soviet and trade union and other cadres become more 

responsive and sympathetic to the demands of the masses.” Comrade Stalin 

teaches that self-criticism pursues the aim of revealing and liquidating our 

mistakes, our weaknesses. “Let the Party, the Bolsheviks, all honest workers and 

toiling elements of our country,” Comrade Stalin says, “reveal shortcomings in 

our work, shortcomings of our construction, let them outline the ways to 

liquidate our shortcomings so that there is no stagnation, bogging down and 

delay in our work and construction, in order daily to improve our entire work 

and construction and move from success to success.” 

 

Comrade Stalin teaches that self-criticism is one of the important means for 

developing the habit of administration in the working people. “What is needed 

for giving full scope to the forces and abilities of the working class and of the 

working people generally, and for giving them the opportunity of acquiring the 

habit of administering the country?” Comrade Stalin says that “What is required 

for this purpose is first and foremost an honest and Bolshevik implementation of 

the slogan of self-criticism, an honest and Bolshevik implementation of the 

slogan of criticism from below of shortcomings and mistakes in our work.” 

 

An unsatisfactory state of affairs with regard to self-criticism inevitably 

engenders among some workers a bureaucratic attitude towards business, 

conceit, haughtiness and boastfulness. An atmosphere of success is particularly 

favourable for the creation of a mood of complacency and an uncritical attitude 

towards one’s own shortcomings. That is why, under the conditions of 

successful development of Socialist construction, many Party, Soviet, economic 

and trade union leaders become excessively self-confident, boastful, neglectful 

in their attitude towards the voice of criticism by rank-and-file Communists. 

 

Such diseases are above all cured by the fact that the Party masses test their 

leaders. Comrade Stalin teaches that one must combine checking from above 

with checking from below. “Certain comrades think,” said Comrade Stalin, “that 

one can check up on people only from above, when the leaders check up on 

those they lead by the results of their work. That is not correct. Of course, it is 

necessary to check from above, as one of the effective means of checking up on 

people and the fulfilment of tasks; but checking from above by no means 

exhausts the whole matter of checking. There is another kind of check as well: 

the check from below, when those led check up on their leaders, note their 

mistakes and point the way to their correction. 

 



“This kind of check is one of the most effective means of checking up on 

people. The Party masses check up on their leaders at Party meetings, 

conferences and congresses, by means of listening to their reports, by means of 

criticism of defects, finally by means of electing or not electing to leading 

organs one or another leading comrade. 

 

“The accurate conduct of democratic centralism in the Party as demanded by the 

Constitution of our Party, the unconditional elective nature of the Party organs, 

the right to nominate and recall candidates, secret voting, freedom of criticism 

and self-criticism, all these and similar measures it is necessary to carry into 

practice so as, among other things, to facilitate checking and control of Party 

leaders by the mass of Party members. 

 

“The non-party masses check up on their economic, trade union and other 

leaders at delegate meetings, at mass meetings of all kinds, where they listen to 

the reports of their leaders, criticise their defects and note the ways of correcting 

them. Finally, the people check up on the leaders of the country during the 

elections to the organs of power of the Soviet Union by means of universal, 

equal, direct and secret voting. The task is to combine the check-up from above 

with the check-up from below.” 

 

The consistent application of the slogan of self-criticism demands a resolute 

struggle against all those who put a brake on or place obstacles in the way of its 

unfolding, demands defence against the persecution of all those who come out 

actively with healthy criticism in order that those who criticise justly should feel 

behind them the organised force of the collective. The desire to fight against 

defects can grow stronger in the masses only when they are confident that 

indication of defects and their exposure will be effective in practice. 

 

Comrade Stalin teaches that one must wage a merciless struggle against cases of 

pressure and persecution of self-criticism. To persecute self-criticism, Comrade 

Stalin says, means to kill every initiative of the Party organisation, undermine 

the prestige of the leadership among the Party masses, disintegrate the Party and 

confirm the anti-Party morals of bureaucrats, the sworn enemies of the party, in 

the life of the Party organisation. 

 

Comrade Stalin educates the cadres of our Party in an intolerant attitude to 

boastfulness and complacency. He points out that a Party leader does not dare to 

embellish reality, to hide from the Party the actual state of affairs. If a Bolshevik 

is firmly convinced that he is right he must, without fawning on anyone’s 

opinion, act as his understanding and conscience dictate to him. If the Bolshevik 

is right, if his statements and actions correspond to the ideas, calls and 

instructions of the Party, no one and nothing can push him from the right path. 



 

Comrade Stalin constantly warns us that not conceit but modesty distinguishes 

the Bolshevik, that any leader, in whatever post he may be, is the servant of the 

people. A tradition of Bolshevik leadership is the constant link of the leaders 

with the masses, the readiness to learn from the masses, to correct those defects 

which the working peoples point out to them. 

 

Comrade Stalin teaches that, while engaging in everyday work, one must not 

stay in one place, not live only by old formulas, but study everyday experience 

and boldly correct mistakes in order to guide the building of the new life in a 

creative manner. Creative leadership means that, following Marxist-Leninist 

teachings, we must study the present-day experience of construction and 

struggle, draw the scientific conclusion from that experience and reflect it in the 

practice of everyday leadership. 

 

“To sit at the steering wheel,” Comrade Stalin says, “and to gaze without seeing 

anything until circumstances land us into some accident, does not mean to lead. 

Bolshevism does not understand leadership like that; to lead one must look 

ahead.” 

* * * * 

THE SOVIET people have boundless confidence in our Party, love the Party of 

Lenin and Stalin, deem it close and dear to them. Comrade Stalin values the 

confidence of the people highly and teaches the Party to prize this confidence. 

All Soviet people remember the moving words of our great leader which he 

spoke on May 24, 1945, at the Kremlin reception to the High Command of the 

Red Army when he gave a toast to the health of our Soviet people and expressed 

his warm thanks to the Russian people for their confidence in the Soviet 

Government in the hard days of the Great Patriotic War. 

Under the leadership of Comrade Stalin, our people marches confidently on the 

road to Communism. With a feeling of great gratitude, turning their eyes to 

Comrade Stalin, the peoples of the Soviet Union, hundreds of millions of people 

of all countries of the world, progressive mankind see in Comrade Stalin their 

beloved leader and teacher, believe and know that the cause of Lenin and Stalin 

is invincible. 

 

 


