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From THE HERITAGE WE RENOUNCE

The enlightener believes in the prezent course
of social development, because he fail;
observe ils inherent eontradichions. The Narod-
nik! fears the present course of social develop-

ment, beecause he is almeady aware of these
contradictions. The “disciple™ helieves in the
present course of social development, because
he sees the nnly earnest of a beller future in
the full development of these rootradiclions.
Fhe first and last trends lhecefore slrive to
support, accelerate, facilitale developmen! along
llie present path, to remove all obstacles which
hamper this development and retard it. Narod-
ism, on lhe confrary, &lrives ta retard and halt
this development, is afraid of -abolishing eerfain
obstacles 1o the development of capitalism, The
first and last trends are distinguished by what
may be called hislorical optimism: the farilier
and the quicker things go as they are; Lhe better
it will be. Narodism, on the eontrary, naturally
tends to historical pessimism: the farther lhings
go as lthey are, the wordse it will ke The
“enlighteners™ never posed gquestions concerning
the characlter of post-Beform development and
confined (hemselves ‘exclusively to  svarring
against the survivals of the pre-Reform system,
lo lhe negafive tusk of elparing the way for a
European type of developmen! in Russia.
Narodism posed the question of capital]
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Russin, bul answered il in the senep that eapital
ism is reaclionary, and therefore could nol
wholly accepl the heritage of Lhe enlighteners:
the Narodniks always warred against people
who in general strove to Europeanise Russia
from the standpoint of a “single eivilisalion’:
warred against lhem not only because they, the
Naradniks. could nol confine themselves to these
peaple’s ideals (sueh a war would have besn
just), but because they did not want to g0 50
far in the development of this, i capitalist,
civilisation. The “disciples™ answer (he queslion
ol capitalism in Russia in the sense that it is
progressive, and they [herefore nol only can, but
mast, accept the herilsge of the enlighteners in
its entirety, supplementing it with an analysis of
the contradictions of capilalism from the stund.-
pownt of the propertyless producers, The enlight
eners did not single out any one class of the
population [or spesial allenlion: they not only
spoke of the people in general. hut even of the
o in general. The Narodniks were desirous
representing the interesls of labhour. but they
did not point lo any definite groups in the
conlemporary cconomic system: sactually, they
always look the standpoint of the small pro
ducer, whom capitalism converts info a com-
madity producer. The “disciples” not only take
Lhe inferests of labour as their criterion, but in
doing so point lo quite definite economic groups
in lhe capitalist economy, namealy, the proper-
tvless producers. By the nature of their aims,
the first and last trends correspond to the
interests of the classes which are created and
developed by capilalism; Narodism, by its

The Herllige We Benounoe q

nature, corresponds to the interesis of (he olass
of small producers, the petty honrgeaisie, which
QCeuy an interinediate position among the
classes of contemporary socisety. Consequently,
Narodism's  contradictory  attitude  to  the
“herilage” is not accidental, but is a NECESSATY
result of the very nature of the Narodnik views:
we have seen that ene of the basie feahsres of
the enlighfeners’ views was the ardsnl desire fo
Furopeanise Russin, bul the Narodniks cannot
possibly share this desire fully without censing
lo be Narodniks.

We have in the end arrived at the concluginn
which we have repeatedly indicaled above in
partieular inslances, namely, thal the disciples
nre much more consistent and faithful guardians
of the heritage than the Nurodniks. Far [rom
renouneing lhe heritage, they consider il one of
their principal dulies to relule the romantic and
petiy-bourgenis fears which induce the Narod
niks on very many and very imporiant points
to reject the European ideals of the enlighleners.
Wl it goes without saving that the “diseciples™
do not guard the heritage in the way an archiv-
st guards an old document. Guarding the
heritage does nol mean confining eneself to {he
herilage, and the “disciples” add to their defence
of the gemeral ideals of Furopeanism an
analysis of the conlradictions implicit in our
capitalist development, and an assessment of
this development from the specific standpoint
indicated above,

exile al the ond of 107 Collected Waorks,
d in 1B in (he Yol 8, pp. 53509
r Iy
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CONCERNING FERH

The well-kaown symposium Vekhi, compiled
(rom comlributions by the most influenlial Con
< ional-Democratic? publicists, which has i
hroush several editions in s shovt fime and has
been rapturously received by the whole reaction-

ary press, is a real sign of the times, However

much the Cadet newspapers do to “reelily™ partic-
ular passages in Veklii that dre exzcessively
ting, however much it is rvepudiated by
some Cadets who are guile powerless lo influcnee
Ihe policy of the Constitutional-Demoeratic Party
as a4 whole or are aiming to deceive the masses
to the true significance ol his poliey. it is an
( .;"fs:‘:'.\.'h""-"ﬂ-
of anodern Cadefism

party of the Cadels is the parly of Vekhi,
¢ above everything Ihe development of
lhie political and class-consciousness of lhe
masses, working class democrats should weleome
Vekhi as a magnificent exposure of the essence
of the political trend of the Cadets by their
ideslogical leaders. The gentlemen who have
wrillen Vekhi are: Berdayev, Bulgakov, Her-
schensohn, Kistvakovsky, Struve, Frank and
[zgoyev., The wvery names of these well-know:
deputies, well-known renegades and well-known
Cadets, are eloquent enoughk. The authors of

ALSE

Comeyirning Veldi

Velhi spe as real ideologieal leaders of a

whaola 1l trend. They give us in cencliss
pulline a complete eneyelopaedia on questions
of philosephy, religion, politics, publicist litera-
ture, and appraisals of the whole liberalion
movemient and lhe whole history of Russian
By giving Vekhi the sublitle ™A
of Articles on the Bussian Intelhgen-
tsia” (he hors understale the actual subjecl-
matter of i publication, {pr, with them, the
“ntellige * in [act appears as the spiritual
lpgder, ingpirer and moulhpiece ol Lhe wehale
Russian demaoeracy and the whole Russian liber
alion movement, Velhi is a most significant
landmark on the road of Russian Cadetism and
Russian liberalism in general f0wards a com-
plete break with the Russian liberalion move
ment, with all ils main alms and fundamental
raditions.

This encyelopueedia of Hberal renegacn em
Lraces three main subjects: 1) the siruggle
apainst the ideological principles af the whale
world vutlook of Russian (and international)
demotracy;: 2) repudiation and vilification of the
liberation movemen! of recenl years; 3) an open
proclamatlion of its “flunkey” senfiments (and
A correspond “funkey™ policy] in relation o
the Octobrist bourgemisie, t I regime and
the entire old Russia in general

The anthors of Vekhi start [rom the philo-
sophiral hases of the “intellectnalist” world out

lnolk. The book is permealed  through  and
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lhrough swith biter opposition to malerialism,
which Is qualified as nothing bul dogmatizm,
metaphysics, "the most elementary and lowest
form of philesophising” (p. 4 refirences are
to the firsl edition of T ehhi). Positivism is con-
demned because “for us” [ic., the Russian “in-
lelligentsia™  that 1-':;;’.'5# annihilates) 1t was
“ldentifled with malterialist metaphysics” or was
interpreled “exelusively in the spirit of materinl-

" (18}, while “no mystic, no believer, can

wlilie posilivism and seienes™ (1), Don't
“Hostility to  idealist and religious

mystical tendencies™ {B)—such is the cha
ith which Vekhi attacks the “intellizentsi:
f".‘ll.".:;'.-riq:h, gl any rate, was a rnﬂ] philasapher
in comparison with 111_r11v51”1¢. C{4).
IHolding this poiol of view, Vekhi very natu-
rally thunders incessantly against the atheism
of the “inlelligentsia” and strives with mighi
and main to re-establish the relizgious waorld
outlnok in its entirety, Ha\.-:uc;; demolished Cher
nyshevsky as a philosepher it is quite matural
that Vekhi demolishes Belinsky as a publieis
I.:LImc'n. Dobrolyuboy and Chernyshev ~.L-\ Were
he leaders of the lellectuals™ (154, 56, 32, 17
';md elsewhere). Chasdavev, H-'rliw;:r Hullrn"'-w-
Dostoyevsky were “not mtellectuals at all”, The
former were the leaders of a trend ;m:nn::i which
Viekhi is fighting to the death, The lalicr “tireloss
by maintained” the very same things that Vekhi
stands Tor today, but “they wera unheeded, the
mtelligenisia passed them by, declares the
preface to Vekhi.
The reader can already see from this that it
is not the “intelligentsia’ thal Vekhi is attack-
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mg. This is only an artificial and misleading
manner of expression. The attack is ln:i!_l:_: pur-
sued all along the line against demoe: nst
the demoeratic world outlook. hul since 1t is
inconvenient for the ideological leaders of a
party that advertises ilself as “constitutional”
and “democratic” Lo call lhings by lheir brus
names, lhey have borrowed their termunolegy
from ‘Ifuyr'"true:,-’n'j{* Vedomaostt.d They are naot
renouncing democracy (what 4 seandalous libel!]
but onky “inte Neetualism™

Belinsky's l"l|l=1‘ to Gogoll declaves Vekhi 1s
a “lurid and elussical expression af inlellectual-
isk ~=,-_':J_Jl'-||u_nl." "FIJ] *The history of our publi-
visl literalure, after Belingky, in the sense of an
understanding of life; is a sheer nightmare”
[(B2).
 Well, well, 'The serf peasants’ hostility Lo
serfdom is ohviously an “intelleclualist™ senti-
ment. The history of the protest and slruggle
of the broadest masses of the population from
1861 to 1905 agzainst the survivals ol Teudalism
throughout the whole system of Russian life is
evidently a “sheer nighimare™, Ur, L:u;-rhul:-x. in
the opinion of our wise and educaled aunthors
Belinsky's sentiments in the leller Lo Gogol did
nol depend on the feclings of the serd peasants?
I'he history of our publicist iterature did nol
depend on  the indignation of the popular
masses against the survivals of Teudal oppres
sion?

Moskoopskipe Vedoamasi has always tried o
prove that Ryssian democracy, beginning swith
j.""i-lllr.:i\.'_t- at leust. in no way expresses fhe in-
terests of the broades! masses of the populalipn
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in Ihe siruggle for the elementary rights of the
people, violate 1 by feud; u institulions, but ex
presses only “intellectus senlimenls”

1r—-u.| has the sams programme as Moskop-
S‘H'En'.?«f‘ "edlomosti hoth in p‘ﬂ osophy aud in puh-
licist matters. In lsl ilasophy, I_mn o, e liber-
al renegades deeided to tell the whole (eulh, o
reveal ofl their ]-me;_r.m me (war on rndiuﬁﬂ'-
ism and the malerialist infenpretation of posit]
1sm; resloration of mysticism and the |!|->.‘_-ll-\..J.
world outlook). whereas on publicist sulijects
Lhey prevarieate and hedge and Jesuitise. Thev
he‘u-'-': broken with the moest fundamental ideas
of :lluu_-_-_.lt:r:er._'-,': the muost elémenlary democralic
lendencies, but prefend il they are breaking
only with “infellectualissn®™. The liberal hour-
geolsic has decisively lurned away from defence
of popular rights to defence of institufions
hostile to the people. But the liberal politicians
want lo relain the title of “democrats™.

The same trick that was performed  wi
Belinsky's leller to Gogol and the hislory
Russian publicist literature is being applied
the history of the recent movement,

I1

45 a matler of fact Vekhi allacks onlv the

telligentsia thal was a voice of the democatie
movement and |]IlI\- Lor thal which showed it
Lo be a real part L In this movement. Vekli
Turiously -.11_'.1!.]\.‘- the i AMigentsia precisely In
cause [hig “little uadererounc ¢l came out into
the broad light of day, gained o multitude of

Coneerning. Velchi

disciples and for a time became ideoiogically
influentlal and even aclually powerfol” [L76].
The libersls sympathised with the “intellig
tsin' and somelimes supporled it secrefly as long
as il remained merefy a little undergronund seot,
until il gained o mullilude of disciples and be-
came acliually pu\\ ertul; thaf is to say, the liberals
sympathised with demoeracy as long as it did
not sef in motion the real masses, for, as lung
gs the masses were not drawn in, it only served
the self-secking aims of lberalism, il only hwlped
the upper section ol the liberal bour J':'\i“ to
climb a litte nearer to power. The libegal lurned
his back omn demacracy when il drew in lhe
masses; who began to realize their own nims
and uphold their own inlerests. Tnder the cover
of outeries against lhe demovratic “inlelligen
tsia’ the war of the Cadeis is in foci being wagerd
agpainest the demeeratic movement of the masses.
Une of the ignumerable and obvions revelations

this in Vekhi is ils declaralion [hal the greal
soein]l movement of the end of the ecighleenth
cenlury in T"l‘LLul:' was “an example of i
fie i_]ll'\ prolong: intellectunlist
displaying all i :s spiritual potentialities™

Good, is it not? The French mavement of ‘11&
end of the | I:Jiln'-u-nlh century, please note, \.‘.n:i
nol an example of the democratic movement ¢
the masses in ils |-r-ﬂ"1m dest and broadest form,
but an example of “intellectualisl” revolution!

e democratic aims have never anvwhere in

the workd been achieved wilhoul a movement of
a homogeneous type it is perleeily obyious thal
the ideological leaders of liberalism are break
ing with democracy.
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I'he fealure of the Russian intellizentsia that
Vekhl inveighs against is lhe necessary aceom-
paniment and expression of any democratic
wyement. “The admixture of the political rad

lism of intellectualist ideas (o the social
adicalism of popular instincts®* was achicved
vith amazing rapidity” (141)— and this was *nol
simply a political mistake, not simply an error
of taclics, The mistake here was g moral one ™
Where there are no martyred popular masses,
there can be no democratic movemenl. And what
distinguishes ‘a demoeralic movemont from o
mere “riol” is that it proceeds under the ban-
ner of cerlain radical politieal ideas. Demacralic
movemenls and democratic ideas are nol only
polilically erroncous, are not only ont of place
tactically bul are morally sinful—such in essence
i2 the real opinion of Vekhi, which does nol
differ ane iota from the real opinions of Pobe-
denostsey. Pobedonosisey only said more honest-
ly and candidly what Struve, Izgoyev, Frank
and Co. are gaying,

When Vekli proceeds to defing more precisely
the substance of the hateful “intellectoalist™
ideas, it naturally speaks about “Left” ideas in
general and Navodnik and Marxisl ideas in par
licular. The Narodniks are aceused of “spurious
love for the peasantry” and the Marxists “for
Lhe prolelariat™ (9). Both are blasted {o smithe-
reens for Yidolisation of the people™ (59, ad-60).
To the odious “intellestual™ “god is the people.
the sole aim i3 the happiness of [he nrajori by

TUOF the maerlyred popular masses™ is Uie plicase
wsedd ome the sami page, 1w lines down
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o). The sl my oratory of the atheistic 1ol
Bloe™ (2687 this i whal mpressed itsell! ol
ol e memory ol e Oader B gakov in he

Second Duma’ and particulardy. aronsed  his
indignation. And lhere is not e slighlest doubl
fhat Bulgakov has expressed hove somt e il
more conspicuously than others, the general
Gadet psyehology, he has voiced the cherished
thoughts of the whole Cadet Party.

That for a liberal the distinelion between
Nurodism and Marxism is obliteratod ig
cidenlal, but inevitable. It is nol (he
the writer (wheo is pericclly avware of the disline
ion) but a logieal expression of (e prigen|

oL ae-
1

|k NS ]

ature of liberalism. AL the presenf time what
the liberal bourgevisie in Russia dredds and
abominates is not so much [he s izl moyve-
ment of the working class in Russia as Uie dom-
veratic movement  bath of (he workers and
the peasants. fe., it drewds aud abominuales what
Narodism and Marxism have in common their
delence ol democracy by -appealing o lhe
masses. It is churaeleristic of e presend period
that liberalism in Russia has decisively Turnoed
HEHins| demiorrasy: quite maturally i 1% T 011
cerned either with the distinetions within de-
moeracy or with lhe furthep airy, vistas and
Prospects which will be-unfolided when demo
Criey 18 achievod
Veklu simply leems wills calehwords

“idolisation of the people”. This is not suroris
g, for the liberal bourgoodsio, which lias become
ightened of the people, has no allernative byl
lo: shout about the I.]i'irl:'_'li'T'ﬁt'-i- “idelivation ol
the peaple™. The refren cannot bob be covere

P s
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by an extra loud roll of 1he drums. In point of

fact, it is impossible to deny owlrighl thal it
was in the shape of lbe workers® and peasants'

deputies thal the flrst two Dimmas expressed the

real interesls, demands and views of the mass
ol foe: workers bnd peasanbs. Yet it waos just
these “intellectualist™ depulics who {nfected the
Cadets will their abwsmal hatred of the “Lefie”
buvanse of the exposure of the Cadets® evor
lasting retreals from deémoeracy. Tn point of
Lael. it is impossible to deny oulright the justice
of the “four-poinl elecloral system” demand?:
el nio politieal leader who is al all honest has
the slightest doubt that in contemporary Russia
clections on the “four point” sysiem, really
democratic elections, would give an overwhelm
ing majurily to the Trodosvik depulies logether
with the deputies of the workers' party.

Nolhing remains for the back-sliding liberal
bourgesisie but to eonceal its hreak with demoe-
racy by means ol catchwords from e vocab-
ulary of Moskevskige Vedomosti and Navege
Viemyae®®, |he whole symposhm Vekhi Posi-
lively leems with them.

Vekhi is o varitable torrent of reaclionary
mud poured on the head of demoeracy. Of course
the publicists of Neveye Vreempgan— Rozanoy,

*Velhi's disla ol the _':l|||J.'.;||ul,' neaning of

word “intel ¥ really laughable, We have only
look [hrox e list of depulies in the first two D
o see ul onee the overwhelming majorlty of i)
e Tridowviks,” prodominance of  w
social-Deinocrats and  the eoncentration
the bourgenis  intelliventsin SOty

Loongsrning  Vekdi 1t

Menshikov and A. Stolypin—have hastened to
salule Vekh with Iheir kisses, OF course, Aniho
ny, Bishop of Volhyoia, is envaptured with tlas
publicalion of lhe leaders of liberalism.

“When the intellectual,” savs Vekhi. “roflec]
ed upon his duly @ the people, he never avrived
ab the thought thal the iden of personal re
sponsibilily expressed in the principle of duly
musl be applied nol only 1o him, the intellee
lwal, but to Lhe people as woell” (1539). The dem
overal reflected on the extension of the rirhts
and liberly of the penple, clothing this thought
in waords about the Yduly™ of Lhe upper classes
to the people. The demucral could never and
will mever wrrive at the thought Lhat in a coun
ity prior o reform or in a country with g June 3
constitution™ there could be any guestion of
“responsibilily” of lhe people 1o the ruling
classes, To arrive at this theughl the democral,
or s0-called democrat, must be completely con-
verted into a counler-revolutionary libera].

“Egoism, sclf-asserlion is a great power," Wi
read m Vellif, “this 15 what makes lhe Westorn
bourgenisic a mighly unconscions instrument of
God's will on garth™ (95). This is nalbibg mipre
than a paraphrase flavourcd with incense ol
the celebrated “Enrichissex vous!l—enrich VO
selves!”—or af our Russian motto; “We pui our
stake on lhe strong!™2 When the hourceoisie
wire helping the people o Oght for freedom
they declared this slruggle to be a divine cause.
When [hey became frightened of the people and
lurned Lo supporting all kinds of medievalism
against lhe people, ther declared as a divine
caise “egoisin”, self-enrichmoent, s chauvinistic

ot




toreign. policy, ol s The cuse all o
J_-.HI"UIlI-‘. I3 l“'"'i:: repealed in Russia

“The revolution shewld virtually and Cormasl
Iy have culminated with he pdict of Chelohear
L el . This 15 e Alpha and omesrs ol
Cretobrism, be., ¢ progeamme of the connlker
revolliondary bourgeoisic, The tobieists!t have
abways said this and acted openly in accordanee
with it, The Cadets acter surrepiifionsfy in lho

sanle way (beginning from October 17, bul at

the same lime wanted to keep up the prelenee
of being demuoerafs. TF the cause of demies

is o be snccesslul, a complete, clear a
denia ion between  the demicerats  and
renegades is the most effeclive and TIECESEaryY
thing. Velhi must be niilized for this Necessary
acl. “We must have the courage o confess al
l_:.nl." wrlles the renegade Tzgavev. “that in obs
' Dumas the vasl majorily of the deputies,

th the exeeption ol three or four dozen Cadets

obrists, have nol displayed knowledwe

required . for the governmen! and reformation
of Russig' (208). Well, of course; how eould
clod-hopping Trudaevik deputies or some sor
working mon andertake sucle a Task? It needs
@ majority of Cadets and Octobrists ang that
peeds a Third Duma, .

il the people and their idolators
siould realise their ‘respunsibility™ to e bosves
in the Third Duma and Third Duma
the peaple musl be famght —with the assistance
ol Anthony, Bigl ol Volhws repentance”
(Veki, 26), “humility™ [49), opposition o “the
pride of the intelleetual™ (52), “obedience” (55
“the plain, coarse food of old Moses” Ten Com

iy Vieddi

mandmwenls” (GL], slrugele againsl “the legion
of devils wha have entered lhe gig af
Russia™ (68). If |he peasanls ct Trudoviks
and 1he workers eleel Soci gerats, this of
pourse is just such devils' work, Tor by iheir
true nature the peeple. a3 Kiulkey and Pobedo-
noglsey discovered long cilerlain. “hatred
Lor she intelligentsin™ [(87; read: Tor demoeraey)
Theretore, Velhi teaches us, Russian eilizens
must “bless this govermment schich alone with
its bayonets and prisons still pratects usg [(Flhe
intellectuals™]® from popular lury

This irade is good becavse it is 1
aseful because 1 reveals lhe lrolh aboul  Ha
real 835en al the i'H'.IIi-Z".}' ol the whale Const
Lutional-Idemocratic Parly threughouol e periud
PMG-09, This lirade is good be
conciselv and vividly the whaole spirit of Ve
And Velhi is good because it disclnses the who
spirit of the real policy of the Russian liberals
anid of lhe Russisn Cadels included among
(hem. That is w !
and the Cadel renu :
bul hypoerisy, sheer idle talk, for in reality the
Cadeis volleclively, as a parly, us a soelal foree
have pursued and are pursuing the policy
Vekhi and no other. The calls 1o luke parl in
the elections fo the Bulvgin Duma!™ in August
and September 1905, the bholrayval of the cause
ol demuocracy al the end of the same year, thei

persistent fear af the people and the

. 1l|'||.1.".':'".»1:17\1'"]'..'- . sguars broekets Iwithin poskares
[aivted | danint have been infroduced by Loening, unless

oiherwise tnchica il —Fd:




movemenl and systemalic oppesition to  the
depoties o the workers and peasants in the
flrst two Dumas, the vet ing lor the hmitrs[_ the
speeches of Karaulov an religion’ amd Berezovs-
ky on the sgrarian question in the Third Duig
the visit to London™ —these are only a few nl:
the innumerable landmarks of just that puoli v
'w_l_l_-{.J- has been ideologically | proclaimoed  ir
Vekii, BB iy

Russian demoe racy eannot make a single stép
forward uniil i Ll}.lf'(.l'.‘-»[.?ﬂ!l‘w i essence of Lhis
policy and the class roots of it. G
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From NOTES OF A PUBLICISET

1

JHE “PLATFORM” OF THE ADHERENTE AN
DEFENDERS OT OTZGVESMY

The present inter-rovelulionary peciod can
ool be explained away as o more acriden
There is no doubl gew lhal we are confronted
by a special stage in the development of the
guloeracy, in lhe development of the botirgenis
monarchy, bourgeois Black-ITumdred!® parlia
mentarism and the bonrgeois poliey of isarvisn
in the countryside, and that the counter-revolu
tiomary bourgeoisie is supporting all this, The
present perind  i5 undoubledly a Transitional
period “helween lwa waves af the revolaticon™
but in order lo prepare for |he second rev
i we muet master the peculiarities
Iransilion, we must be able to adapt our lactics
and organisation to this difficult, hard, sombre
tranzition forced on us by the whole lrend of
the “compaign’™. Using the Duma lribune, as
well all other |[‘”rl| upporlunilies, is one of the
humble methods of slruggle which do oot resull
in anything “speclacular™, Bul the transitional
pericd s transitional precisely because its spe




cific task is to prepare and rally the forces, and
not lo bring lhem into _:l!'lﬂli"-_li:.lj.i: Jrln-l rl--.-1---';l1lhlzI
_-it;l!'llli. To know how 0 oroanice ':il-l‘- 'um:
ol e Aa L e i 3 3Ry : .
:.IL”] : i - _;1_1.i'r-__[.:-iL.,-ll.;u::ill['.\_ilLutrrl]-.H.-F,-|1||=rL'|'|'. to llei;ﬂ-_“.
legal mslilutions "'|.J--".| l: l._-"m” .-_.JJ “mm- 0k
t SAbIcl are peenlinr ta the pae
ricd of the Black-Hundre clebrist Dams ’-'*J-L'
ILIJ:":ﬁ'_ how to uphold even ¢ Ehiis -'-IJ"‘H‘; .f|":l‘ :
li'&-.'i'_!'llu.‘-':i of n.mhthn"hun S0 :n ;L:lmw racY
all the slogans of ifs ||'.1|Ir rm;uu ;H*I‘.rll 2
entire spivit of s waork, ils irreconn |l¢| bility .'-'L.t
J}‘:Jr_mrlum__.l and l'l_-{h.,ll‘-ll =%ach i3 the
r-'.-‘_ifr_'!{' :I”r‘d'.-"ﬂ'fj. such is the task of |'|~..-”.-u;-,mm.l|
| 1.15.1"_"--“.&-:_* examined lhe new platform’s Fn;-\i
aeviation from the ladlios o el i e t|J]|

Iiltu. O the Deécemboer Conforenve o 1908, We
have secn Hial it s g deviation towards o !
1||1':L.<. sl ; : : a3 I.!['l-..\.
o eas al hayve 'E'I|{||?_1.",|[ B R STHN |
with the 'ﬂu-\ 181 analysizs of the presen TRAT T
lion ar with the fundam ental pre ri_iili-"x' ~-|“‘|'--h":.'1lII
Honar social-Democy & taclies in --'u'}ll-'-:ﬂ]'
Now x}'t- musi cxamine the ssrond 071 |n:| I1
ll]z'ﬁ al the new platform. o
f.r':u- teature is the task, proclaimed by the
116 '_;{I'nlL:]-! af “treating”  and ":u,snz.'ni'];urlu'
amenig the masses a now prolefarian™ -"Illiu‘::
ol 1i|:-.r.,_lt;;_'- W proletarian science. of strenath.

! ) £, 06 slrengih-
i iy stune comradely  relations AT e & ﬂlh--
profetarians, of deve |-a|u|:5_ & prolelarian philos
u[}h'- af gire ecting arl fowsr tlf- prole lfirlfng AENY
rati Il:,h Aarid c\nH'.r nea i, 15 s

Ia"- YO have an pxample of iha

in the new plattnrm
" The matter!
inserl Befween “splopen

Camra

“philosophy™  lhe “sirenglhening  of gennine

tely relalions™? The néw group indroduce
inlg 1he plaffoem ils supposed grievonces, ils
wreusations against the other geoups (namely,
ihe arthodox Dolsheviks o e first

afainst
have brolen Ygenuwine com

1
j'lll] cel Hi:
radely relations'”. Such is precisely the real con-
tent of 1his amusing clause.
Fere ‘:[11""!]:"‘:';"1'551‘.'! seienee’  also -:l_'l'_1_l}l'_,-;
of place™, IMirst of sl we know mow
E'_”ﬂ”“"ﬂﬂ sejence -Margism. For

sard

son the guthors of |'--| aliprm syslem

: v aveid this, the enly precise torm,
everviwhere use the words “scientific socialism™

16, 20, M0 1 is common koewledae

Al

pp:Es; 15,
that even guiright opponents t "
elaim Lo this laller ferin fn Bussia, In the second
il Lhe task of developing “preleldrian
platforn, it is nes
ideological and

seience’” 18 inlroduced in Uhe
tir state plaitby jusl wi
orefical struggle ol oor day i meant heore
and whaose §ide the aulk of Lhe platform
Lalee, Silence on this poinl is a nalve subberfug;
e exsencesdf e el ;1))
ong wha 15 acquainlied with L :
cralie Iteratore of 100809, In our 4 ;
ale between the Martists and the Machistis™
come g the fore and is \
domain of science; philose
ridiculous, to sav the least
I this commonly known
-:‘-_||.'.: be written not in order
lifterences but in order to explain them.

1L
authors climnsily give themsclves away
the: platlorm.

abhove-quole




6 ¥, I, Lewin

H\Ir::';-l'-'.lr.-rili{énm:\: E.‘J:]I it is Machist |hat is fn
I_rln .fl:_‘Jerar_r.»d by L_rln h_'rm_ “prodelarian philoso
i-'l:l} — il every mtelligent Social-Democral will
al once decipher lhe “new™ pyeudongr. Therp
was gy point in inventing this _["J'wii"l!rlll-_lil'-«lil.‘-.‘-'Ifl
poinl in *.l_‘f,- g to hide behind it, In actual fact
the most influential lilerary nuclens of the new
group is Machist, and it regards non-Mashict
philosophy as non- “proletarian’. it L
ad they wanted 1o speak ol il in the nlat
torm, they should have said: the new :fu;
11111FF1'-'-’.|'|lI"J_-i:E who will Tight sgainst non o '-;Lu_-:
lariam™. ie. non Ma; hist, thearies in phil e

. oy
and art. That would hsve heen

ward, truthiul and open r_if-{l.-'n':ulirrjlnI"iulr'.ll:hwﬂitjll'-
known idealogical trend, an npen r;;lwljr;n'f:* o
the other tendencies. When an jdeol Kl
gle Is held o be of greal imporlance for {-;l
Parly. one does not hide but comes ol 1.-1':Ii| a1ty
apen declaralion of war. IS N
_:m_d we shall call upon evervone to give a
|Elf!111_tf_% and eclear answer o the 1.~Ja1l[?m-n"'u
x-:-;'_|:.-¢1 declaralion of g 1|Pulc.1.:_.0p|1iu'.;|f; '-l]’“l)l-""':-'\‘*
inst Marxism, Fn realiiy, all the ]‘J]iri;:‘i["Lle:::\f'
boul “proletarian culture™ is just a sereen for
the struggle ngainst Marrism, The “--I'i'n'in"-l”
Ir-.-'fiu_yu of the new gromnp is tliat it |': En[1-;.-
duced philosophy into the Papty [:1.-thfrln-nh
“.'.II]:-_nlu[ stating frankly what Lendency in |;1J'li-
ll.._;r||nl|"_u' it advocates. §A W
Tneidentally, it would he mearrect to say thal
the real content of the words of Lhe |b]{!-|l'r|z-'1£|
|[=.mh=.r1 above is wholly negative. They |'|'ln.i- i
certain posilive content. This prauiliu.{';- -.'-.r‘-nirn‘-'
ean be expressed in one name: Maxim Gorky.

Matos:of & Publiciz

Indeed, there s no need lo conceal the fact
dlready  proclaimed Dy the hoargeois  press
[which has distoried aod twisied ith. namely,
Lhal Gorky is one of the adherents of the new
group. And Gorky is undoubledly the grealest
representative of prefefmorian arl, ome who has
done a great deal for this art and is capable of
doing still more in the fulore. Aoy faction of
the Social-Tlemocratic Party would he justly
proud of having (vorky as a member, hut (o
introduce proletavian art” into the platferm on
this ground means giving this platform a cer-
tificate of poverty, means reducing one’s group
to a literary eircle, which exposes isell as being
precizely “aunthoritarian™. ... The authors of the
g'll.';llllﬂrill say a greal deal aganst recofnising
apthoritiss, without explaining directly shat i
is all about, The fact is that they regard the
Bolsheviks' defence of malerialism in philosoply
and the Baolsheviks' struggle against olzovism
as (he eolerprise ol individoal “authorities™ (a
gealle hind at o serious malter) whom the ene-
mies of Machism, they saw, “trust Dblindly™,
Such sallies, of course, are quite childish. But it
is precisely the Vperyodists?t who mistreal
aulhorities. Garky is an authority in the domain
of prolelarian art—1that is heyvond dispute. The
allempt lo “ulilise™ (in the idedlogical sense, of
course) this aulhority lo bolster uwp Machism
and otzovism is an erample ol how one shauld
not freal aufhorifies.

In the field of preoletarian art Gorky is @n
ennrimous assef in spite of his sympathies for
Machism and otzevism. Bult a plaliorm which
sets up within the Parly a separale group ol




otzovists and Machisis and advaness the devel
' : 43 a special
! HIE group as a mius in the development
of the Social-Democralic proletarian mavement;
DifAauss Lo consolidale and
utilise the very features in the activitios of an
Youtstanding aviheoe i i
ouistanding guthovity which represent Iis weak
saml are 4o !

service he ronders the prolobariat,

faslk o

atcause this platform wanls (o o

ive {quantily in the epormons

Loreh 6 (1

IF'eom YET ANOTHER
ANTI-PEMOCRATIO CAMPAICH

Thal Hl-fsmed publication, Veldd. which was
i lremendous steeess in Hberal-bourscois seciety,
n-sociely thoroughly imbued with renegade len-

eies, was not adequately counlered, nor ap-
wraised decply enougll, in the domoeratie camp

This was partly due to the fact thal the sue-
cess of Veklii ocewrred ab o lime of shnosi
complete suppression of (he “open” democratic
priss.

Now Mr. Shchepstey comes forward in Hues
sheagra Mgl [Angust) with g reflurbished edilion
of Viekhi ideas. This is perfectly natural oo the
part of a '['-F"f'.'f.lr-_':]'._\::-i“l edited by Ay, P. B. Struve,
leader of the renegades. Bul i1 will e just as
natural for 1he democrats, particularly  the
worker democrats, to make np now for at Teasl

a hittle of what they owe the Vel people

Me. Shebwpetey's Gtfordanees lake the Lorm of
yapgddest CLetler from Franee™
signeg fn Porfs. But behind this modest Forimn
there: is actually a very definite “liseusston” of

chetd (he Hus




lhe Russian revolulion of 1005 and the Russian
:ii‘._I]IiI-L']"idCfr'- Ji s

“That disturbing [Oh! Disturbing o i
1’_'::wlr.'<'i d Liberal?]. lroubled ancl Uun-r"-n;_'{hh- ['-ri;_ui
tused wear 1905 is fresh in evervone's ‘mem
(ry l

II:I]‘iUll‘Ij[Ui'i and thofoughly confused Whal
dirl and dregs a person miust have in Lis saill
to be able to swrife like that! The Germuan hu;.J--
ponents of the revolution of 1848 called thal
‘:_.r;-.nr lhe “drazy™ year. The same ides, or rathor
nrtn-. same dull, base fright, is expressed by (he
f:.lJ.h.:mn Cadet wriling in Russkaya Mygsi,

We <hall equnter him only with g [ow facls
the most objective and most ":Juuprvtentip;w;:
ones. That year wages were rising ng they had
never done Before, Land rent \\-:r.t.d:]yr_lppigii -'l.3-|
torms |_'|F' association of workers, im-ludLu-'-'hl;vrh
domeskic servaits, were making liulrrua:qaﬂnfed
progress. Millions of inexpensive j)Ldslii:'roi[-Jﬁ'i
o0 political subjects were being read by the wnl
ple, H_'Le masies, the crawd, the “]lj'l‘l.:i_'r ran][c:;”
a5 avidly as no one had ever read in Hllﬁ%i'll
tndil then. il

Nekrasov exelaimed, in times long past;

Ah, will there ever be @ timme
-'f.:rmrr' soon, come soon, O lenged-for ezt )
When people will not buy the boolks il
Of Blilcher or same .'.".f'f:,.'-!arrf.

H_ it Gogal and Belin ::!-.'z;' 3 m;;f'.ﬂ's

from muarket stalls brieig home 2

1 be “Hme” longed for by one of the old Rus-
Slan demoerats came, Merchunls slopped doal-

Yol Aunoiher Addl-Penwicralic {amyprizn

ing in oxts and engaged in omore profitable
business—the sale of inexpensive democralic
pamphlets. Democerabic books became goods lor
the market. The jdeas of Belinsky and Gogol-
which endeared these authors to Nekrasov, as
indead to any decenl person in Russia
ran through 1he whole of thal new maelket 10l
erature,

How “troublesomie™! cried the liberal pig,
which deems itself educaled, bul in  [lacl
is dirty, repulsive, overfal and smug, when in
actugl  faed it saw  lhe “people”  bringing
home [rom  the markel— Belinsky™s  letter 1o
tiogol.

Amnd, strietly speaking, il is. after all, a leller
from an  “mlellectual”, wmounced  Velhi,
to  thunderous  applause  from  Rozanoy  of
Novaye Vremga and from Anthony, Bishop of
Valhvnia.

What a disgraceful sight! a democrat from
among the best Narodniks will say, Whal an
instructive sight! we will add. How it sobers
up those who took a senfimentul view of dem
veratie fssues, how 1f sfeefs all the living and
strong democratic elements, mercilessly sweep
ing aside the rotten illusions ol tThe Oblomow
minded!

It is wvery useful for anyone who has ever
been enchanted with liberalism to be disenchant(-
ed with it, And he who wishes o recall the
early historv of Russian liberalism will certiainly
see in the liberal Kavelin's altitude towards the
demorrat Chernystievsky fhe cxact prototype
of the aititude adopted by the Gadet Party of
the liberal hontgenisie towards the Farssian dem




srearenl of ile miseses Ulwe liberal
hnurgeoisie in Russia has “lonied iksell™, or path-
r t nol tirme the denigepats o Rus
sia Tound their head?
It i= paz larly intolevahle o spe individhials
like: Shebepetey. Sirgvn Gredeskol, levovey und
the rest of the Cadel Fralernity clutehing at 1h
coal-lails of Nekraisov, Shehodrin and others
Nekrasoy, whio was weak 3 0 Person, waverod
between  Chernyshevsky and tee Tiberals, b
ail  his SYMpuathy  wenl o € hernyshévsky,

Out of the very sume persongl wenkness, Ne
lirason cecasionally  sounded  the  fulse Loe
of  Rberal  servility. bul he himself  billerky
teplored liis 'ty by and  repented of i in

"sold miyr dgre, aitiough at times.
Witen pressed by unire tenting fete.
False notes ttatild sorned anmonyg ir rigrres 24

“ralse notes™ is whal Ne Krasov himself ealled
the liberal sopvilite I 5 Oieasionally  egilty
Cr -.- ] ¥ ] = e
al, As for Sh drim, hp mereilessly gl
i hoerals. wham he hranded for ever by lho
bl “econlormably (o villains 25
T 1 AR 0 v . a -
How eubdated this formuia s as appliad to
Shehepetey, Gredeskal and the ofher® Velht

peopie! The poml now is by no means (hat these

* The ¢ l'fa'- EL e il Dy
3 LhEy

Warks, [,

Avother Anll-Demarratic Cimpaisn

genllemen musl conform o villainy, Nol Ly a
long shot! They have created their own thiorg

of “villainy™ on their own jiiliative and in thei

i r "y 1 by |
own lashion, procesding from neo-Kantianism2®
and olher fashionable Evropean™ theori

Lrliected Waor
Ved, 15 pp. 31241




THE THREE SOURCES
AND
THREE COMPONENT PARTS OF MARXISME

Throughoul the eivitised world (he lezchings
of Marx evoke (e utmosl hastility and hatred
ol all bourgeois scicnee (both official and bers
all, which regards Marxism as a kind of “pers
gicious sect”. And no other allitude it Lo be
expected, for lhere can be po “mipartial™ go-
cial science in & sociely based on oluss sirucele,
In one way or anolhier, el official and liberal
science defends wage-slavery, whereus Marxism
has declared relenlloss war on that slas ery. To
expect seienice to be impartial in o wape-slave
soeiely 15 as foolishiy naive us to expect impar-
biality  from manulfaclurers on  fhe fquestion
ought not lo

of whether workers :

b increased by decrensing the predits  of
capilal

Bui this is nol 4l tury of philosoplhy
and he history aof : ee show swith per
feet clarily (hat is nothing i
“sectarianism” in 3
being a hidebound, pairified doclrine. a doctrins
which arnse wwap from The high road of the

development of world civilisation. On the con

W Cirmprn it

frare. the gemus ol Mafx eimsisies EII'LLIH‘_"_.
his having furnished answers lo questions al-
rescly sed by Lhe foremost niinds of mankind,
Iis doclrine emerged as the direct and jmane
diate-continnalion of the {eachi i [hic greal-
el representatives ol phtlosophy,  polilical
eLOnom Yy and soacinlisin,

The Marxist docirine is gmmnipoten! because
it 18 trne, It is commprebcnsive and harmonious

and provides men with an integral world oullook

irrceoneilable with woy lorme o
vesclivn, or defence of bouwrgesis obpression, Tt
iIs the legitimate soecessor o the best that man
produced in the nineleently century, as repre:
sented by German philosepliy. English political
cooomy and French soeialism

It is [hese three sourees al Maexism, which
are alsa ils cenponen! | = hal we shall oot
Hne in brief

Fhe philosophy of Marsism s materiolism,
Ihrovghoutl the modern history of Europe, and
ESprec cab e end of the eighleenth century
in Irance. where a resolale struggle was con-
ducted against pvery kind of medieval rubbish,

iinst serfdom in inslilutions and ideas, mate-

has proved 1o be the only philosephy
15 consistent. Lroe to all the teachings of

-Zl.§.|:-:

natural science and hoslile to supecstition. eant
and o forlh. The enemdey of democracy have.
Iheréfors, aly Soexoreled  all their eflfords 1o
Yoimderniine and delame malerialism
¢ #dvonated various forms of philasaph




Y. |, Letn

el pdealisng, which always, 0 one way or
anollier, pmounts to the defence or sapport of
roligicmn,

Mars pnd Engels defended plhilosophical ma
tertalism i he mosl delermined manner and
repealedly explained how profoundly erroneous
15 CVETY devialion from this basis, Their views
are muost clearly  and  folly  expounded i
the works of Engels. Ludipiy Feuerbach and
Anti-iMifwing, which, like the Cooimenist Moni-
festo ™ are handbooks for every ¢lass-conscious
W l'IF]\T- \

Jut Marx did not stop at eighteenth-century
materialism: he developed philosopliy tooa high-
ér level, Ile enriched it with the achievemenls
ol German classical philosophy. especially ol
Hegel's svstem. which in its Luen had leds to Hu
materialism of ° Fenerbach, The main achieve
ment was dicfecties, 1., the doctrine of devel
opment in its Lullest, deepest and most compre
hensive form, the deoetrine of the relalivity of
e human knowledge thal provides us wilth a
refleclion of elernally developing matier. The
lalest discoveries of npatural science—radinm,
élgelrons, he lransmutation of elemenis—haye
been a remarkable confirmation of Marx®s dia
leclieal materialism despite fhe leachings of the
bourgevis philosophers with their “new™ rever-
gions Lo old and decadent idealism,

Marx deepenecd and l.']-f"\'l"-ll!ﬂ-"‘i'l philpsophical
materialism 1o the full, and extended ‘the coghi-
tion of nature to inchude the rnf_:m-_l-_m of Human

iety. His histerical migterfalisol was a greal
achievement in scientifie thinking. The chaos
and arbilrariness that had previously reignid

lix Somteed gl Thive Gomponend Parks of . Marsism

i views on ]Ii‘-’ﬁ-ﬁll'_\' and polilics were réplaced

fifie theory, 1\hJ_I1 shows how, in consequence
if the erowth of produective forces, oul of one
svatem of social life another and higher system
L'IL:'--.'Hr;ps—lu;w-- capitalism. for instance, grows
out of faudalizm

TJuat as man's knowledge reflecls nalure [Ty
developing matler), which exisls indepe ||1].: ntly

af him. so man s secial knawledge (L.

hy a strikingly inle; gril ‘u.-»'l harmonious seien

rious views and dectrines—philoso;

cious, political and so forth) refleels t
rromic spstent of sovialy, Polifical instilulions are
a supersiencture on the ceonomic foundation,
We see, for example, that the varlous paolilical
{orms of lthe modern European stutes serve 1o
strengthen ihe domination of the hnurgenisie
aver lu_n; proletariat,

Mars's philosophy iz a consummate philosopl
ical malerialism which has |.um. ided mankind.
and especially the worki lass, with powerful
instruments of knowledgo

11

Having recognised that the economic sysler

is [lig fomndation on swhich (he political :L'|-Lr
structure is erected, Marx devoled his grealesl
altention fo the study of this seonomaie systen.
Marx's principal work, Capital, is devoted to a
study of the economic system of modern, ie.,

capitalist, societv.
sesical  politienl  economy, befare  Marx,
Fngland, (he mosl developed of the




Yo L T

u_-y|ula;!i:uf vonileies, Adant Smith and David Ri
cardo, by their investigations of the CeOOie
:~_\".‘vi\"t(1. "!:1]‘ |"|- foundations of the fabu theory
af rlite. M rx continged their work: he provid-
1~1r1::1 the theory and developed il con
fi, II:* showed that the valup of evorsy
commodity is determined by the aquantily u;
spcially necessary labour time spenl gn jH-.JIJ'U
ihiction.
‘ Where the boursecis ceomamisls saws a rela
lion Letween things (the:exchansie of oni com
modity lor another) Mary |'i=1"'.:'lr.'!.' i -I"-“'irf-fffl-‘r”
between people. The exchange of Coirmodities
C-:x.}ﬂ.:i-'.‘—.“ﬂ"a' the conncection  hekween itlividual
prodicers Iwvough the mark Money signifies
“W'. the connection 1% heoom| g tloser and clos
3-j|':|l-l}' uniting \he entive esonomic s
of the  individiaal producers inftg one “h-)ll"
fnvz-fff_ ignifies a turther development ol |i1l.'q.
conneciion: man's labour Frowelr E]F’l"u-’l'!-"-ﬁ,' H OG-
modily. The wageé-worker sells his [ahour [ e
to the ewner of land, factories and instrumenis
of labour, The worker spends ofle part cll'll"l.l.‘
day covering the cosl of mainlaining |JJ1I|*-:J-
amd s family [+ ages), while 1he other ll'l!|"|.l|
the !a e works without remuneration. creal-
ing for the capitalist surpis-vefve, he .'1-'III|'.'I'
profit; the source ol the weallls oif [he fanital
'.=Iqi|-|-,.: i
he doctrine ol surplus-u; s Lhe sorner
th:m- of Marx's cconomic theory.
i;:?ll:“!! erealed by the labour of the nrker
crusnes the worker, ruining sall !u-l--n-f-ﬁ;(,-':'-':
and crenting an army ol |.=u-::|'.iui--i-'»--l_l In in-

st e 1 FET RS
dustey, e vis Lory ol larse-soale prodhietion s

Parts of Marxism

imuiccialely apparent, bul fhe same phenoine
non s alss Lo be observed in agricullure, where
capitalist agricul-

the superinrity r
fuare 'H enhanced, the vse of wmachinery imcreases

and the peasant cconamy. Ir;=|rJ_1r_‘:| by money

capits |] declines and lalls ints ruin aoder the

bhurden of its backward technique, The decline

of small-scale production  assames  different

fornts in agriculture, bul the decline ilself is an
isputable fael.

By destroying small-scale production. capilal
leads lo an increase in |;|n£l-.-.;1k1[‘ of labour
and to the ereation of a monoepoly posilion for
lhe associatioms of big capitalisis, Production
itscll becomes more and more social—hundreds
of Thousands and millions of workers become
bound logether in a regolar economic organism
—hut the product of thiz collective labour is
ipprapriated by a handlful of eapitalists. Anar-
chy of produclion, crises, the furious chase after
markets and the insccurily of temce of
mass of the popul

inereasing workers
sital, the capil i svsiem creales the greal
power ol united labiour,

Marx lIraced the developmenl of capitalism
frome embryvonic commadily  eeonomy.  Irom
simple exchange. Lo its hig
seale product

And lhe experlence of
ald and new., year by year demonslralos clearly
Il lruth of this Marxian doclrine fo inereasing

forms, 1o large

all eupilalist countries,

numbers of workers




S .
( apiiahism has riomphed all Gver the world
but 1his l.mJnJJIJ is enly the prelude lo the

Miumph of labour gver mapilal

I1

."rﬁ_.'h-i'._'l fegdalisny wias overlhrown, and “fres"
capilalist society appeared in the world, b ai
once became apparent (hat this Freedom. meant
A Dew syslem of oppression and expliilation of
.IL'[‘. working people. Various sovialist doelrines
tnmedialely emerged as a reflection  of _-nhl?
protest against this Oppression. Early q-ful-l'u ,ij
[1Lmte=1-'-'nlr': Was mtopian gocialism, Il eriticised
capitalist socie ¥y b comdemned s ﬁnmm-dméi
|I dresmed of ils destruction, il had visions of r‘

ciler order and endewvoured L er-i'r;-'-.r- s
rie h of the immaorality of exploitalion. -

Bui ufopian socialism conld not ind; cate the
real solution, 1t conld nol o \| ,mrl the real nature
ol wage-slavery under o il conld I-m-t
reveal the laws of 3 :
show whatl saciar .fnru'

e crestor-of g new soc aeicty.

Meanwhile, the ~.|mr ¥ revalulions which
everywhere in Europe, and especially in France
aeeampanied He 1‘11. of feudalism. of 5L-rr]«':'-'|l'u.
more ;ou more clearly revealed the strisgale .r;l.+:
elasses as the basis and the driving foree of .’llfl
development

Not a single vielory of pelilfeal freedom over
the feudal class was won exee Pt against desper-

1 i s ;
ute redistance, Nol # single capliilisg

il{'

il ela.~1 :?r--,t-'.n-'n'nn-n;‘_ Bay
is capahble of becomiag

Sy s ot by
cvilved on o more or sz free g I.]l,'i'lil'll'-"illi-"

Thivee Svuees wind Thires Compoment Patd ol Markism

Dasis excepl by a lile-and-death strugele betwreen
the various cl 5 0f capitalisl society

The geniug of Marx lies in his Laving been
the first to deduoce from this the lesson world
history leaches and o apply thal lesson con-
sistently. The deduction he made is (h¢ dociring
of Hhe eloss straggfe

People always have heen the foolish viclims
of deception and sl deceplion n politics, and
they always will be wnlil they have |éarnl o
sepke out the inferests of zome class or oller
behind all moral, religious, political and soeial
phrases, declarations and promises: Champions
of reforms and improvements will always he
fivealecl the defenders of the old order unli]
they realise that every old inslilulion, however
barbarous and roflen it may appear to be, is
kepl going by lhe forees of certain raling classes.
And there i3 enly one way of smashing the
resistance of those classes, and that is to find,
in the very society which surrounds us, the lorces
which can—and, owing o [heir social posi
lion, musi— constitule  the power capable of
sweeping away lhe old and crealing Lhe new,
ard o enlightén and organise those
the strugzle

Marx's philosaphical malerlalism alone has
shigwn the lll":]“'.‘l'_-"l the wily dul ol the ’::‘-'_.!il"i.'dcll
slavery in which  all appre: dsed  elasses liave
hitherto languizhed. Marx’s cconomic Lhegry
alome has  explamed the bue posilion ol
the proletariat in the general syslem of eapital-
15,

]I'|||\]H niden ':I_:_-‘:‘:Ill'-.':l:i-:i.-'. af fhi ]l."]'-l;]_g_-l
are mulliplving all oyer Hwe world, fram Amaerica
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to Fapan and from Sweden lo South Africa, The

}j.-lvvlr-f.-nfiu! is bee rilightened and educated
Y wading _]Ir-_i'-lil‘n-: struggle: il is ridding ilsell
| Il.“ prejodices of  bomrgeais society: il i
rallving ils ranks over more elosely '.-11?1']
learming o gauge : i e

is

l&a - the measure of ils sucepsses
il 18 stecling its forees ]

it 15 growing irresistibly

Prosy felicmige. Na, 3
k 3 3

From CRITICAL REMAR
ON THE NATIONAL QUESTION

L'hie slogan of national culture s 2 bourgents
tand often also a Black-Ihmdred and clerical)
lraud. Our slogan is: the inlernalional cullare
of demoeracy and of the world working-class
maovemenl,

Here the Bundist™ Mre. Licbpian rushes inlo
the fray and annihilates me with the following
deadly lirade:

“Anvone [ the leasl familize with the national ques-
o knows: 1hat mbernationat ogllure iz not non-national
pallure (eoltars withoul 8 pedlional tormds won-national
culture, which musi not be Russian, Jewizh, or Polish

pure: o 3 3 sel international ideas

1o the ng vhen they are

the s inge apolien by worker_ and ‘1o

el national condiliens wncer wi lives; the

worker whould nel be adiffern 1o | mdifiom  ufid
developimant of his natienal eulfury, be q¢0 1t 15 thro

it, wned orely through it o he 1s u Lo particlpafe i

fhe Smiorond nl e 0 demaderaes ane of Thee wirehid

G ST P novement’. This 15 well koown, bul

I. furns o deaf car fo 3t ally "

Fooder over this lypically Bundist sargument
desigped. il you please, o demolish [Te Marsist
Phiesis: thal Toadsanced. Wikh g air-of sapreme




Crittcd Remarks an the Nijional Cueslion

wi take em only and absofutely i opposition
Lhe bourgeols cullure and the bhourgeois na

self-conlidence of one who is “familiar witle
the national question”, this Bundisi passes off kg
ordinary Dbourgenis views as  “wellknown” tionalism of cact nation.
AXIOMS.

It is true, my dear Bundist, that international
¢ulture is nol non-natiomsl, Nobody said that it : hed in 3 Vvul, 20,
was, Nobody has proclaimed a “pure” euliure. N i1
either Polish, Jewish, or Bussian, ete. and Vour
Jomble of cuply words is simply an altempl o
distracl the reader's attenlion and 1o obsenr
the issue wilh tinkling words,

Lhe elements of demperalic  and  soefalist
cullure are present. i only in rudimentary Torm,
it every nalional cullure, sinee i eoery nation
there are toiling and exploiled masses. whose
tonditions of Tife inevitably mive 1ise bp the
weology of demoeracy and socialism. Bul eoery
naticn also possesses o bourgeois eullure {and
mosl nalions a reactionary and clerical culture
as well) ir rin, nol merely of “elemonts”
but of the dominant culture. Therefore, the

ional culture” iz the culture of (L
landlords. + elergy and Lthe bourgeoisie. This
fundamental and, for [ i 'f'1L!'-'I'I'I(':I|<LkI'|".'
ruth. was kepl in backeround by the Bune-
isk, who “deowned™ it in big jumble of words.
Le., instead of revealing and clarifying the class
gulf o the reader, he in fact obscured il.=fn
faet, the Bundist aeted like a buurgeois, wlns
every inlerest requires Lhe spreading of a helie
i a non-class national cullure.

In advancing the slogan of “ihe inlornational
cilivre of democriney and of The world working-
class movemont™, we take from each nalional
cillure oy its democralic amwl soeialist ¢len 1Lls;

Ity etiher Doeembe™ 10513




ON'THE NATTONAL PRIDE OF IHE CREAT
RUSSIANS

_What a lot of talk, argumient and vooifers-
I_Ir.m T_Tu'-rn: is nowadays aboul nalionality ;.mr-!
'L"lff ) fatherlonil! Tiberal and  radscal -;:h;-|J'f.-r|-;:l
mimisters in Britain, o host of “farward ook

lournalisis in Franes (wha haseo proved i Fudl

agreemen| with their resctionapy colleagues)
3 AEUCS) .

and a swarm of official Cadel and Progressive
seribblers in Bugsia [including several Narodniks
and “Marxists”]—all have effusive praise for he
liberty and independence of their respeclive
tountries; the grandeur of the principle uf
oalional independence. Here ome ecannol loll
where the venal culogist of the buleher Nicholgs
Romunov or of the brutal appressors of Negrogs
and Indians ends. and where the commoen |>-h'|i~'

I.:"f" who Trom sheer slupidity ar spinelessness
Aritts with the stream, begins. Nor iy that dis

rEn-_-‘iun impostanl, We see helore us an :‘::1..';-.:1

stve and very deep ideological irend. whis

wighmsare closely intecwoven with 1he inferosts
of the landowners and  the capitalisis I,;l : r-"'n:-
-'lr'u_miu.-m[ nations. Scores and hundreeds  of
millions are being spent cvery vear for the L:run-
aganda of id .-'t-]‘.':lr'||’.':g_:|:-.1i.{‘:il fo thigse I'|il:i2§'.'-lh;

iL 15 a preftty big mill rice thal takes ils walers

Uve Seatiomnl Price ol Lhe e

fpom oll sources— roon Menshikov, a chaoyi
vy convichion, o chauvimists for roason o
opportunism or spinelessness; such as Plekha
nov amd Masloyv., Rubanovich and  Smirnow,
Kl'ulllil'-hi:l #nd Burtsey.

Let us, Great-Russian Social-Democrals,
try fo define our allitude to Uhis idealogienl b
It would be unseemly for us, representative:
a dominant nation in the far easl of Europe amd
a goodly part of Asia, to Torget the immense
signilicance ol the nafional guesfion—especially
in 4 country which has been vightly called f
‘prison of the peeples”™, and parlicularly at a
Limie when, in the far east of Europe and in Asia
eapitalism i3 awakening lo life and self-con-
seiotusness a pumber ol “new™ nalions, large and
smally al a moment when the lsarist monarchy
s called up millions of Greal Ruossians and
non-Russians, se ax lo “solve” & npumber ol
nalivnal problems in aceordance with the in
terests of the Council of Llhe Uniled Nobi i)
and  of the Guehkovs, Krestovnikovs, Dolgorn
kovs, Kullers and Bodichovs

Ts & sense of nalional pride alien o us, Greal
Russian class-éanscious proletarians? Certainly
not! We love our language and oor countrey. and
we ste domg aur very tfmosl boopatse ler ol
ing masses (i.e., nine-lenths of fer populaiion)
to the level of o demoeratic and =socialist con
sclousness. To ws it 158 most paindfal tg see and
feel the oufrages, the oppression and the humil
iation our [air ecounlry suffers at the hands
of the [sar's butehers, the nobles and the capi
ists, We lake pride in the resistance io these
pulrages pul up from our midsl, from the Greal




Buossians; an e midsl having proglieed Radi

]

shit o the Decermnbrists®® and the revolution

dry comimoners of the seveniies'=: in the Grest-
Russian working class having crealed, in 195,

4 mighty revolulionary party of the masses; and
in the Great-Eussian peazantry having begun to
turn. towards demoeracy and set about over-

threwing the clergy and the landed proprictors.

We remember that Chernyshevsky, the Great-
Bussian demoerat, who dedieated his life o the
cause of revolulion, sard hall @ ceolury ago:

shed nation, a nation of slaves, irom fop
lo battom—all skaves.”'* The overt and covert
Greal-Russian slaves {slaves willh regard to lhe
isl monarehy) o ol like {00 vecall heso
words. Yel, in vur opinion. [hese were words af
gennine love for our sounley, a love distressed
by the absence of ‘a revolulionary spont in e
masses of the Great-Rossian people. There was
none of thal spirit al the time. There is little
af it mow, butb it already exists. We are ifull of
national pride becanse the Great-Russian nation
tno, has created a revolufionary class, becanse it,
too, has proved capable of providing mankind
with great models of the struggle for freedom
and socialism, and not only with great pogroms,
rows ol gallows, dungeons, greal famines and
great servility to priests. tsars, landowners and
capitalisls,

We are full of a sense of naltional pride, and
for thal very reason we parfictdarly hate owur
slavish past (when the landed nobility led the
prasants nlo war fo siifle the lreedom of Humn
gary, Polaml, Persia antd China), and our slavish
present, when hese selfsame landed propeietors,

O the Niatlonal Pride of the Greab Bossians

aided by lhe capilalists. are leading us inlo a
war in grder to throllle Poland and (he Ukraine,
erush [he democratie movemenl in Persia i
China, and sirengthen the gang of Romanowvs,
Bobrinskys and Purishkeviches, who are a dis-
grace to pur Greal-Russian nalional  dignity.
Nobody i3 o be blamed for being born a slave;
but a slave who not only eschews a striving for
freedom bul juslifies and eulogises his slavery
{e.z.. calls the throftling of Poland and the
Ukraine, cle., a “defence of the fatherland™ ol
the (rreat Russians)—such a slave is a lickspittle
und a beor, who arouses a fegitimate fechng of
indignation, contempt, and loathing,

“NMao nation can be free if 1t oppresses olher
nations,”* said Marx and Bngels, e grealesl
representatives of consistent nineleenth-century
democracy, who became the leachers of
revolutionary proletariat. And, full of o scnse of
national pride, we Great-Russian workers wa
come what may, a Iree and independent, #
demoeralic, republican -and proud Greal Russia,
ome that will base ils relations with ils neigh
bours on the human principle of equality, and
nat on the feudalist prineiple of privilege, which
is s0 degrading to a great nation. Just becaunse
we wanl that, we =ay: il is mmpdssible, in the
lwentielh century and in Europe f(even in the
far east of Eurepe), to “defend the fatherland™
otherwise than by using every revolutionary
means o combal the monarchy, the landowners
and the papitalists of one’s omwn fatherland. i.e.,
the worst enemies of our count We sav that the
Great Russians cannot “dafend the fatherland™
ptherwise than by desiring the defeat ol tsarism

d=108%




al

in any war, [his ns the lesser evil o nine-tenths
of the inhabitants of Great Russia, For tsacism
not only oppresses those nine-lenths economical-
Iy and politically, but also demoeralises, degrades,
dishonours and prostitutes them by teaching
them to oppress other nations and to eover up
this shame with hypoeritical and quasi patriotie
phrases.

The objection may be advanced that, hesides
tsarism and under its wing, another hislorical
force has arisen and become strong, viz, Great-
Russian capitalism, which is earrying on pro
gressive work by cconomically centralising and
welding togeller vasl regions, This objection,
however, does nol exeuse, but on the cantrary
still more condemns our soeialist-chauvinists,
who should be called tsarist-Purishkevich social-
ists (just as Marx ealled the Lassalleans Rowal-
Prussian socialists] ™ Let us even assume that
history will denide in favour of Greal-Russian
dominant-nafion capitalism. and against the
hundred and one small nalions. That iz nol im-
possible, for the enlire history of capital is one
ol vialence and plunder, blood and corruplion.
We do not advocate preserving small nations at
all costs: other conditions befng equal, we are
decidedly for centralisation and are apposed to
lhe pelly-bourgeoiz ideal of federal relationships.
Even if our assumplion were true, however, il is,
firstly, nol our busingss, or that of demoerats
(let alone of socialists}, to help Romanow
Babrinsky-Purishkevich throltle the Ukraine, ete.
In his own Junker® (ashion, Bismarck accom

plished a progressive histepical lask, but he
would be a fine “Marxist” indecd who, on such

i the Nolldnal Peide of the Great Bussiamd

grounds, thought ol justilving secialist support
for Bismarck! Moreover, Dismarck promoted
economic develapment by bringing fogether the
disunited Germans, who were being oppressed
by other oations. The economic prosperity and
rapid developmenl of Great HRussia, howewver,
reguire lhat the counlry be liberaled from Great-
Russian oppression of other mabions—Ihat is the
difference that our admirers of the true-Russinn
would-he Bismarcks overlook.

Secondly, if history were to decide in favour
of Greal-Russian dominant-nation capilalism, it
follows hienoe iat the socialfst role of the Great-
Russian proletarial, as the prineipal driving
force ol the commaunist revolution engendered by
eapitalism, will be all the greater. The proletar-
ian revolulion ealls for a prolenged educalion
of the waorkers i Lhe spivil of the fullest natinnal
equalily and brotherhood. Consequenily, thi
interests ol the Great-Russian proletarial require
that the masses be systemalically eduealed 1o
champion—moest resolulely, consistently, boldly
and in a revolutionary manner—eomplete equal-
ity and the rizhl to sslf-delerminalion for all
the nations oppressed by the Great Russians, The
interests of the Greal Russians® national pride
[understood, not in lhe slavish sense) eoincide
with the socigifst interests of the Great-Russian
land  all eother] proletarians. Our model will
alwavs be Marx, who, atter living in Britain for
decades and hecoming half-English, demanded
[reedom and national independence for [reland
in the interests of The socialist movement of the
Brilish workers.

=




In the second hyvpothetical case we have con
sidered, our home-grown seocialist-clhimuvinists,
Plekhanow, ete., ete., will prove irditors, not only
demacralic
tatian brother-
hood of all the nalions of Russia, ie., io the
cause ol soeiidizm.

lo their own country—a Tree  and
Great Russia, but also to the pr

ofifeful-Deitio krat Mo, b
Lrecember 12, 1914

Froms REPORT ON THE REVIEW
OF THE PROGREAMME AND ON CHANGING
THE NAME OF THE PARTY DELTVERED
AT THE SEVENTH CONGREES
OF THE R.CI.(B.)

Mareh & I918

Whatever may be the Fale of our revolu-

of our contingent ol the intemational pro-

n army, whatever may be the future com
plications of the revolution, the ohjective situa-
tion of the imperialist countries embroiled 1o 8
! - most advanced coun

tries 1o starvation, ruin and barbarity, that situa-
tion, in any case, is hopeless. And here I must
repeat what Frederick Engels said thirly years
aga, in 1887, when appraising the probable
prospecls of a European war. He said Lhat
erowns would le arpund in Europe by the dozen
and nobody would want to pick them up; he
said that ineredible ruin would fall 1o the lot
of the European countries, and that there 7-:-'»11]:2
be only one ouleome to the horrors of & buro-
pean war—he put it this way—*either the vic-
tory of the working class or the ereation ob con-
ditions that would make that victory possible




g necosearo A8 Weairale AT, = :
and necesss S Kngels expressed himself on

this score wilh exceptional preeision and cau
ton. Unlike those people who distort Marxism
and offer their belaled psendo-) 1ilosophising
sboul socialism being impossible i conditions
of ruin, Engels realised full well tial every war
even in an advanced society, would ereate not
only devastation, barbarily, Torment. calamitics
tor lhe masses, who would drown in blood, and
thal there could be no guarantee that it would
lead to the victory of socialism; he said i1 would
be “eillier the victory of the working class or
”.1": creation of conditions thal would make ha
victory possible anid necessary”, ie,. that iope
was, consequenliy.. The ;-rr:x.xibu,i]'l\- of & number
ol difficult slages of transition in wew of Lhg
tremendous destruclion of culture and the TEesns
ol production, but that the resull could be onlv
'li_n"n_ rise of the working class; the vanguard af
all working people, and the beginning of its
taking over power inlo its own hands [or fhe
crealion of a socialist society, For no matfer tn
whal extent culture s been destroyed, il cannot
be removed from historv; it will be diffieult to
store but no destruction will ever mesan the
iplele disappearanee of that culture. Some
It, some malerial remains of that ealtyre
indestructible, the difficulties will be

only in restoring it

From ORIGINAL VERSION OF THE ARTICLE
“THE INIMEDIATE TASKS
OF THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT”

CHAPTER V

The task of slate administralion (hal has now
acquired primary importance for . PO
also has the following specific fealure, 1ys
that now, perhaps for the fiest time in lhe
recent story of civilisation, it is & gueslion of
an administration at a period when priorily is

accorded lo economics and nol fo politics. The
term “admini Lion® 1s ustinlly gssocipted first
and foremosl with activibies Hat are predomi-

Yot the very [onunda

nantly or purely p
tion, the very essence of Soviet power, just as
lhe very essence of the bransition from capital-
ist lo socialist soecicly, consists in the fact thal
palitieal lasks are subordinated to ecopomic
tasks. Now, especially after more than four
maonths’ |:X1'-|_~.!'i!.'. ce of Soviet power in Russia,
it should be quite obvioos 1o us that at presenl
thie task of siate administration is reduced pri-
marily and above all Lo the purely economic
task of healing the country’™s war wounds. i
storing s productive forces, establishing an




Lenin

aceounling system and contrel over lhe produc-
tion and distribulion of produefs, raising labour
productivity, in short. il i3 peduced lo Lhe [ask
of economic reorganisabion.

It can be said that this lask [alls into Lwao
parts: {1} eslablishing an accounling system and
contral over the production and distribution of
products in the most exlensive and universal
forms and (2) raising labour productivity, These
tasks can be solved by a colleclive or slate In
ransithion (o sociabizm only i capitalism has

adequate economic, social, eultural
al prereguisiles, Withont large-seale
machine production and a more or less devel-
oped railway nelwork, without developed postal
and felepraph communication and a more or
less developed syslem of educdlional institutions,
neither the one nor the other task could be
solved on anything like a nation-wide seale and
systemativally. Bussia has reached a stage when
a number of the inilial prerequisites of the
lransition e in evidence, On the other
hand, a mumber of prerequisites are missing,
bul they can be borrowed with comparalive ease
Irom the practical experience of neighbouring
counlries which'are far more advanced and have
been long sinee brought inlo close contacl wilh
Russia by history and internalional fies

From BEPORT ON THE ATTITUDE
OF THE PROLETARIAT

170 PETTY-BOURGEQIS DEMOCRATS

DELIVERED AT MOSCOW PARTY
WORKERS MEETING

Nevember 27, 1218

. We kmow socialism can only be built from
elomonts of large-scale capilalist enlture, and
e intelleciuals are one of these clements, We
had to he ruthless wilth them, bhut it was nol
communism that compelled vs to do so, il WS
ovents, which repelled from us all “democ

I
and evervone enamoured of bpurgecis demoers
ev. Now we hawve Lhe chanee fo utilise the inte
lectuals for secialism, intellestnals who are ool
soeialist. who will neyver be comimunist, bl
1 {RasS

whom abijective events and relalions are
inducing to adopt a neutral and goad-neighbour-
Iv attitude towards us. We shall pever rely on
the intelleciuals, we shall only rely on i

ehard of lhe proletariat that leads all workers
and poor peasinls. The Communist Party can
rely on no other support. It is one thing, however,
to rely on the class which embodies the dicla-
e.—.--chii'-, and another to dominate over oiher

B
CIHSSES,




Vi L Lenin

remember whal Engels said eve;
easanls who employ hired labour: Most
shall not have tv expropriate all of
Hqpe t-w-f'-'l|u|'i-||iug as a general rule,
and we have no kulaks in lhe Soviets. Wa are
erushing them. We suppress them physically
when they worm their way into the Soviets and
[rom there try Lo choke The poor peasanis. You
see how [he domination of one clagss is exereised
here. Only the proletarial may dominate. Rul
this is applied in one way to the small nessant.
1 ansther to the middle peasant, in anolber 14
the Tandowner, and in vel anollier Ly the netty
bhourgeois. The whole point is for us to under
sland ’-ff;s change of atlitude hroughtl about by
5n|n_'1-;|!-¢[1-111ﬂ| conditions. to IIP'I‘..~.!.’:1.L‘; that it
Is iney itable thal sl 5_'_<|i|.-1' Wi were accuslomed to
rl'rlr.'mi,.; the past six months of the revolution’s
hm.sl;ll‘"f should be modified as far as the pelly-
bourgeois democrals are concerned, Wa must
say ihat we reserve the power for fhe same
class. In relation to the petty -bourgeais demorrats
our slogan wag one of ement, but we wepe
torced lo resort fo terror. 1§ you cn q-m-:-_Lur';
:»':I‘-._-lI-.ill.l'JJi_':l'[l]ﬂ]‘i really agree to live in zood-
l=u;4:1!'n"-1!ri't' relations with us, then work a Rit
and do the jobs we give you. If wou don't. Y
will be lawbreakers and our PT];“IT‘J-:l‘w. and we
shall fight you. But if von maintain good-neigh
hourly velalions and perform these tasks. that
will be maore than engugh for us. Our mq_n;Jr;r-I
18 sectire. We've always known vou wepe w
and flabby, Bat we don'l deny wee
vou are the vmly cducaled group.

Beport 'on AtHinde (o Peity-Bour i Demoernts

Fhings would not be so bad 1f we did not have
to build socialism with people inherited: from
eapitalism. But thal is the whole frouble with
socialist conslruction—we have lo bulld social-
ism with peaple who have been thoroughly
spailed by capitalism. That is the whole teouble
withh IHhe fransili it I8 associated wilh a die

dsed only by enc
class—the prolelacinl. That 1s why we say the
proletarisl will set the pice sinee it has beey
schooled and mbulded into a fighting foren
capable of smashing Lhe bourgéoisie, Belbween
the bourgeoisie and the proletaviat stand innu-
moerable Transilional o |:J'|.-., and our i'l-:'l]':':.' [y

them soust now he put on the hnes which were
] ed by our “{l‘rial’f.._ and which we are now
i1 & posilion to follow in praclice, We shall have

io seftle a2 number of problems and make a

number of agreements and technical assignments
which we, as the puling proletarian power, musl
know how to sel. We must konow how to set the
middle -peasant one assignment—Uo assisl In
commodity exchange #fnd In  exposing: the
kulak—and the co-operators another-—1hey have
the apparatus for distnbuting products en a
mass scale, and we must take over that appara-
[ And the |'|I|-I"-;'ul- must be sel guite a
difl ‘nl assIgnmen . They cannot continue their
sabotage. and they are now in a very good-
peighbourly mood towards ws. We must make
nse of these intellectuals; set them definite tasks
and keep an eye on them and check their work;
we muosl teeal them as Marx said when speaking
of offfce workers under the Paris Communea:




other employer knows how to clivose
_ nis snd accountants for his husiness, and.
it they for once make a mistaki (o redress it
promplly. If they prove to ha unfit fop the job,
be replaces them with other. efflcient assislants
and sceounlants 4
| We are building our stule out of the clements
left over by capitalism. We eannot build §t if

i
i i T SR LR 3 - s 4 s .
we ao nol utilise such a beritage of caplialisl

culture as the intellocinals, Now we can allord
io treal the pelly hourgenisie as aood neighbours
Wio are under the strict conleol of the stile. The
class-conscious proleiarials joh now is te ap-
preciate that ils dominalion doss not mean car-
|'_i_.'='_|;: out all the lasks itself. Whoever thinks
that Las not the shightest inkling of speinlist
consiruction and has learnt nothine from a yEAr
of ravelution i Lii{'tﬁ!{'ll'}-’.l|i|_h_ j_'e(.j:ljlp Tt -[h_qf
had better go to school and learn R-"II:I'Ir"l]ul!.-.E. B
whoever has learnt sumething in this lu_-rjr-‘r? will
say 1o himself: “These intsllectuals are the
}l-'-.r-n_iu_ I am now going to use in comstruciion,
For T fl]'tl:\.:r" a strong enough support among Lhe
Feasanls,” And we must remember thal a..;-_ can
only work oul the form of conslructio
will lead to socialism in that stri
number of agreements and trial
between the proletariat and the patty
|1!"II|IJL‘E‘ET$.

cmember that Engels said we must acl by

of example.® No form will be final until

npicte communism has heen nehjeved. We
never claimed to know the exact road. But we
are inevitably moving towards communism. Tn
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times like these every week 1s worth more than
deca [ tranguility, The six months thalt have
elapsed since the Brest-Litovsk Peace® have
shown a swing away from us. The Wesl-Eurg-
pean revolution—a revolution which 15 follow-
ng our example—should strengthen us. We must
take account of the changes {aking place; we
must fake account of every clement, and musl
have no fllusions, for we know Lhal the waverers
will remiain waverers until the world socialist
revolulion s complefely trinmphant. Thal may
not be so soon, although the course of the Ger-
man revelution lgads us o lope that il may be
sopmer than many anbicipate. The German revo-
lntion is developing in the same way as ours,
bul al = laster pace. lo any cese, our job now
15 to wage a desperale stroggle agamst British
and American imperialism. Just becanse it foel
that Bolshevism has become a world fores, it is

brying to throttle us as fasl as | - in the

Liope of : st with the Russian Bolshe
viks, and then S OwIL

We must malke use of the waverors whom (he
alroeilies of imperialism are drivigg  lowards
ud. And we shall do s50. You koow Fall well that
in tithe ol war no add, evén indirect, he
scormed. In war even the pasition of 1
ing clazses 15 of immense significance, The
Lhe war, the more we need to gain influence over
lhe waverers who are comihg over to us. So the
Luclics we bave been pursuing for six moenths
must be modilied fo o suit the new tasks with
regard lo lhe varions groups of peliy-bourgeois

democrals:
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If | mave succecded jn '-'4-”-"-"-'--“-1'..’. Lhe attention
4 3 B

i Parly workers lo this problem and in induc-
g them le seek a correel solulion by system
alie experiment, | may consider my task accom-
plished. "

rertidr MWos
Deriwmliie

From REPORT ON THE FOREIGN
AND HOME POLICY OF THE COUNCIL
OF PEOPLE’S COMMISSARE AT THE 5ES5I0M
OF THE PETROGRAD 30YIET

March 13, 1910

ERIEF NEWSPAPER REI'ORT

Some of onr comrades, Lemin said, express
on al the fact that former oificers and
pthers who zerved the tsar are al the head of
the Red Army. “Nalturally, in erganising the
Red Army this question aequires speeial signif
icance and success in lhis work depends on its

correct presentation, Bul the question ol specis
ists must he discussed on a broader seale. We
must make use of them in all spheres of organi-
i sperience and
s specialists,
ourselves naturally unable lo cope with our
fagks. We are nol ulopians who thmk that
socialisl Bussia musl be built ap by men of a
new byne: we musl ulilise The material we have
inherited from the old capitalist world. We are

placing people of the old type in new condilions,
keeping them under proper conlrol, under lhe
vigilant supervision of the prolelarial. and mak-
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ing them do the work we nesd. This iz the coly
ay we can build. Tf you are wnable o erect
the edifice with the malerials bequeathed Lo us
by the bourgenis world, you will not he able to
build it at all. and yon will ngl he Commumnists,
bul mere phrase-mongers For the purpose ol
building socialist » We must make the (ullest
use of the science, technology and, in general,
everything (hat capitalist Rm_‘ a h[rma hed to
us. Of eourse there will be groat difficulties in
our wav, Mistakes are 'm-ﬂ.'n:! e. There are de-
serters and deliberate saboteurs everywhoere.
Against these, foree had to be the primary weap
on. Bul after thal we must malke use of lhe
maoral weight of the peoletarial. st 0Rg organ-
iation and diseipline, There is n nectd what
over to reject useful specialists, but the y mnust be
kept within definite limits so that the proletar-
tal ecan keep them under eontrol They must
be entrusted with eerfain work, hut a ilant
eye must also be kept on them, commissars mast
be placed over them to thwart their conter-
revolutionary scheming. At the same lime we
]E'LIH'I" also learn from them. Above all. no polit-
wal concessions whatever mus! be made lo these
gentlemen whose services we are using wher-
evel' possible. We have already succeaded in
doing this to some extent "ﬂ. e have passed from
the stage of suppressing the capitalists to ihe
stage ol using theiy sc:f‘vir-.er-:, and this, perhaps.
i5 one of the maost important achievements in
the field of internal development during the [ras
vear.

“One of the most serious problems. affecting
our euli ||]cl.] development is that of the rural

Reporl on Forelgn pid Home Paliry

pOwer pri '-1.1r1,u.1,.. fhe
the W people.
up gur entize rural policy during
l]l wis necessary o hink up the wrbhan
vith the rural poor, Gngd iillh we have
mast 1y etk (3 5 Balaled o

aTe
;---|-n-,-.:.-.~.:... sl threa: TT ArE
et e sons '-;[~:~;1_||.p (|.1{';m|jlj.'-,a_
e bo-feel that ey

". ST ¢ e

Proprietors. Clis

omed Lo sell their é'._u..l' freely, and svery peasand
arded this as his sfonable ='__ 1t Now a4

: 5 el v needed 0 convinee them
definitely Ihat ouly by meany of the “-'1“-‘-"1‘1"='ﬁ¢-|
oppanisation of production shall we be to
pe wilth the devastatic used b |1-’~ WAT.
be d not. by
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¥rom THE ACHIEVEVENTS AND
DIFFICULTTES OF THE SOVIET
GOVERNMENT

The wld utopian secialists imag
ism could be huill by men of
Tirsl ey would train 2
elucated people. and these would build social-
iz always laughed at (his and s=aid that
this wag playing with puppets, l'- L il was social-
1sm as an ,,1.11||~.'fm1_.| for young ladies. bal not
serious polities.

We want m build =ocialism
those

1ed that g
- NEW Iype,
d. pure and splendidl i

with the aid of
men and women who Erew  op under
capitalism, were depraved and corrupted by
udp].'.'i ism; but steeled [or the strugele by capiial

sm. There are prolefirians who | : l

bave been so
lu! dened thal they can sland s thousand Hmes
more har I’j“l’ |".'"1'

o

m

any army, There are lens
of millions of o PPressed peasanis, ignorant snd
scaltered, bul eapable of uniting around tho
proletariat in the . if the proletariat
adopts skilful tactics. 1 there are seienlific
and technical cxperts all thorowshlv imbued
wilh lhe hourgeois world outlook. there
military experts who ware trained wunder bour-
geois conditions—if they were on
il would nol he s bad, but

L g s]
vy bourgenis
thgre were algn
oi landed proprietorship, serfdem and

vements and Diffientlies of Soviel foveliigont aF

the big stick. As far as concerns e econcmy.
all lhe agronomists, engineers and s '
teachers were reeruited from ']Il;_ propertied
tlass: they did mol drop from the skics. Neilher
under the ra oF Tsar Nicholas nor onder the
residenl Wilson were the property-
arians al the bench and he pensanls
at the plough able lo gel a university education.
Seience and lechnology exist only for the
tor the ed class: capitalism provides
culture only for the minority. We must build
socialismy oul of this ¢ulture. we have no other
material. We wanl to start boilding socialism
at ance nut of e malerial thal capitalism left
us yesberday to be wsed today, at this very
moment, and not with people reared in hot
hiouses, assuming that we were lo take this fairy-
seriously. We have bourgeois esperts and
nolhing else. We have no other bricks with
which Lo build. Soeialisin must lriumph, and
we socialists and Communists must prove by
deeds that we are capable of building socialism
with these bricks, wilh this malerial, that we
are capable of building soeialist socicly wilh
the aid of proletarians who have enjoyed the
lruls of cullure only to an ins
ar

i

ilficant degree,
with the aid of bourgenis specialists.

If you do nol b communist socicty with
this material, you will prove thal you are mere
phrase-mongers and windbags,

This is how Lhe guestion is presenled by ihe
historical legacy of world eapitalism! This is the
rlfi'fir:u]l:,' thal l.‘i.'EI.-l'!Jll'.L'f.I us concretely when
we topk power, when we set up the Soviet

'.E:Ll inéry of state!




This is only hal| '_l i..ﬁ|\,_ 1L i ds the greptes
hall. Soviel machinery of zlfale means that
working 'pr*-'*-r-lc- ar unﬁé._’! i sucl 4 wa; .
y L capitalism by the welghlt of theld mass
unily. The masses did this. But il is nat eno; 1zh

crush ¢apilalism. We must lake (he entips

lhat capifalism i behind apd build
mowith it We must lake all ils sClenee,
techinology, knowledge and art, Withoul these

: shall be unable to build communist sociely,
But lhis secience, techuology and art are in the
bands and in the heads of (he experts,

This is the task that confronts us in all sphores:
Il §s a t(ask with inherent contradictions,
like the inberent contradictions ef capitali
as i whole. Tt 1S g most dilfieult task. but o prag
Licable one. We cannat wailt twen ¥ years unti]
we lave frained pure, communis! experts, uniil
we' have trained the first generalion of Com-
munisls withoul blemish rm] willivul repraach.
No, excuse me. but we must huild Oow. in two
meonths and oot ||1 twenly vears' lime, =o t
be able to fight the Lm"r'},?:niv'in._ lo appose
bourgenis .w!'-‘.:w:;l- and technology of the
world. Here we musl achicve viet
cult to Jlldn[’ II:|- bolrgeois experts serve :
t of our masses, but it is possible, and

; -'l-l ity e !- .I] trintmph

n hen Comrade Trotsky informed me recently
that the number of officors ol the ald army
employed by our War Depariment runs into
several lens of thousands, T ne ';:!.‘1‘-{r_l coneretely
where lhe socesl of st d our enemy lav, how
o compel those who had UPPROSEd COmmunism
o build it, how o build commumnism with the

\chicvements aod Dilbealbes of Sovler  Gorernrend G

bricks which the eapikalists had chesen fo Torl
against We have no other bricks! And so,
we mnst compel the }.m' rgeois experts, wmder
the leadership of lhe j I{dl"ciu. to build up
aur editice with these .'mm. 1.'-J is what is
difficult; but this is the pledge of viclory
vaturally, on this pa 3 h s oA new and
.'-;Jr one, w have made more than a few
{ on this path we have mel with more
than a fow reverses, Everybody knows thal a
cerlain number of experts have systemalically
belrayed us, Among the experis the factories,
:uu_u{;{ the onomists; ¢ i 2 adlmiinistra-
tinn, we have secn and see today al svery slep
licipus altitude e work, |~r|:|T1'!~imH sahn

know thal all this presents fremendous
dificullies and thal we cannel achieve vielory
by viclence alome.... Wa, of CORTRE, Are not
opposaeil Lo vielenee, We laugh al those who a
opposed to the dictatorship of the proletarial
we laugh and say that they are fools who do not
ur-rl;u that there must be eilher the dicta
icial or the dictatorship of

|111 hl].']rLu oigie, T e who think otherwise are
either iots, \or are sn politically jendrant that
It would |'.-='- a disg » o allow o to come
here near a meeting, lel alone an the plat-

The only altermalive is either violenee
.-Hxn—‘Jl and Luxembure, the mour-

ri 6f the workers or the

lhe exploilers: and who

ever drepms g mididle course is our mosl
harinful and dangerous enemy. That is how the
malter stands at presenl. Menee en we talk
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ol ulilising the services of the experts we must
! I in '"-iu.'E the lesson taughl by Soviet polics
ring the past year, Duri o that vear we have
broken and defeated the ax loiters and we st
now selve the problem of using the bourgeois
specialists, Tere, 1 repeat; violence alone will
get ug nowhere. Here, in addilion to violence,
affer sueeessiul violens ¢, we need lhe organisg-
I on, discipline and moral ‘i.RI"i‘-’;'I[ of the viclo
rious proletariat, which will subordinate all 1} e
haurgenis experts to its will ang draw them intlo
ils work.
stme people may say that Lenin is recom.
mending moral persuasion instead of violenes!
Sat it is foelish to imagine thal we can salve
the problem of organis 15 4 new science gnd
technology for the deve amient of communist
sociely by violence alome, That ie nonscose! We.
as a Party, as people who have lgarned some
thing during this vear of Soviet sot! tw, will not
be so foolish as to think 50, and we will warn
the maszes nol to think so, The employmen] of
all [he institulions of E-:|.| ‘Beols capitalist soeie-
Ly requires nol only the successful use of violenge,
but alse organisation, disecipline, comrade ly
discipline among the masses. the organisation of
proletarian influence ovor the rest of the popu-
ion, Lhe crealion of a new, mass ehvironment.
v:h:'::lu will convince the bourpenis specialisls
that they have no allernative, that there can be
no return to the old socielty, and that they ran
do their v ¢ only in conjunction with Fhe
Communisls who are waorking by their side, whin
are leading the masses, who enjoy the absolufe
confidence of lhe masses. und Whose -|Tr,_:f:t 15

yements and  DifHcullies of Bowisl Gowve romic

ta' ensure thal the frufts of bourgeoiz s
and technology, the fruils of (housands of
of the development of civilisation. shall be
Joyed mot by a handful of people for the purpose
of distinguishing themselves d amassing
wealth, but by literally all the working peoy

Ihis is an smmensely dilficull task, the ful
fibment of which will require: decades! Bul Lo
carry it out we must create a {oree, & discipline,
comradely discipline, Soviel discipline. proletar
wn  discipline, such as will not only physica
crush the counter-revolutionary bourgenisie. bul
also encompass hem completely, sobordinate
them to dur will, compel them to proceed along
owr lincs, to serve onr cause,

repeal thal we eome up agdinst this problem

every day i the work ol orgapising our mili
tary forces, in lhe work af econoimie development,
in the work of every economic council, in the
work of every factory commiltee and of every
nationalised factory. There was hardly a week
during all pasi ;!-'n.-t:- thel the Council of Peo
ple’s Commissars did not discuss and scttle this
question m one way or another. | am sure that
there was not a single factory committee in Bus-
514, not a single agricnltural commune. not @
single state larm, not a single uyezd land depart-
ment which did not come up rinst this issue
seores of limes in the course of r past year’s
Soviet

This is whal makes ihis task so difficult; bul
il is also what makes it a really gratifving one.
This is what we musl do now, the day after the
exploiters were crushed by he force ol the
prefetarian insnrrection. We suppressed their
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tical experience in a mntler thal had never
before confronted ws, but withoul which i is
impossible to achieve communism, [ say again
that the task of combining the viclorions pro
latarian revolution with hourgesis cullure. with
bourgenis science and lechnglogy, which up 1o
now has been available to few people, is a dilfi
cult one. Here, everything depends an the organ
sabion #and discipline of the advanced sections
of the working pecovle, . in Bussia, lhe mil
linns of downiradden and fgnorant peasants who
are lolally incapable of independent develop
ment, who were oppresscd by the landowners
for centuries, did nol lave ab their head, and
by their si geclion of the urhan
workers whom  they understoed, with whom
they were intimale, who enjoyed (heir confl-
dence, who they believed ns fello rkeTs,
il there were not this organisalion whieh is ea-
pable of rallying the misses of the working
people, of influencing them. of explaining to
them and convincing them of the importance
ef the task of taking over ifhe enlire bourgeois
culture, the cause of communism would lhe
hopeless.

From REPORT ON THE PARTY PROGRAMME
DELIVERED AT THE FIGHTH CONGRESS
OF THE R.CE.(B)

Mearch 19, 1018

The guestion of the bourgesis crperls

provol ing quite a lot of friction and dive

of opinion. When I recently had eoccasion
to speak to the Pelrograd Saovicl, amoaong the
wrillen ruestions submilted to s there were
several devoted to the que rates of pav.
[ was asked whether il is pepmissible in a social-
ist republic fo pay as much as 3.000 rubles, We
lave, in fact; included this question in the pro-
sramme, because dissatisfaction on  these

grounds has gone pather far I'he queslion

the bourgeois experis has arisen in the army
industry, in the co-operatives, everywhe Il

s very importanl guestion of the r.lrw"-",

sition [from capitalism g COmMOsm,

be able Lo build up communism enly when, with

the means provided by bourgecis science anud
lechnology, we make it more ;1-_':_'|_-Tv._i!|.='.|

pepple. There 15 ne elher way of bhullding 8.60m
tunis! society. Bul moorder to build il in this
way, we musl take the apparatus from the hour-
dpnisie, we most enlist all these sxperis in the

work, We have intentjonally explained this
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vast amonnt of

: : inisals
and cultural work is nred: this ¢annnt be
done rapidly by legislation but de
amounl ol work oy

& vasl
j eriod.

ton of the bourgeois experts must be settled
quite definitely af this Coneress. The seltlement of
the gueslion [ nrdides, who
undoubtedly following this € e allenfivels,
te lean on ils anthorily und lo realise what dif

liculties we are up against_ 1 will help those com
who'eome vp agairisl this question ol every
Lo take part at least in propaganda work
Lhe comrades here in Moscow who are repre-
; R the Congress told
wliers indusiey is
he infliences |_|!-.[||,-__
5 grealest
VETY. Hiany of

ave nol vet

I+
Is
"We shail go

Case N our counlov.

Il

canses of wii
relations whirh diller s t from aors.
At any rate, here we have one of the o
ohstacles to further p :
cialelhy wiithoul wail
sountries, immedia I g 13 yery inoment
develop omr productive | 3, Wi pannot do
this withotit the bourgenis experls, That must
pegaid once and for sl OF eourse, L mdjor
;.:.;\- uf liese experts have a horoo
geois outlook. They musl he place
onment of tomi Iy enllaboralinn, of
commissars and of communis!l nuclei; they must
b so placed lhat they canmat break out: bul
they mus! be given the opporiun lvof working
in belter conditions than they did under eapital
ism, since this group of people, which has been
trained by the bourgeoisie, will not work other
To compel a whole section of th popula
tion to work under WG R ] s impossible—that
we know very swell fnc gexperience. Wea ¢an
compel them nol to lake an -aclivé part in coun
e ocam Intimidate them =0
¢ make them dread Lo respond fo Lhe
of the whileguards, In this respect
viks ‘aet enmbrpetically. This cen

thiz we are doing adequately Th

learned o do. But il is impassible

to compel a whole seclion to work., T
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are aceustomed to do puliural work, ihey ad
vanced it within the framework of the I'~r-1rw-u.i:,-
that is, they enriched e bourgeoisie
1 iremendous material seguisitions. hu. fave
them Lo the proletarist in infinitesimal doses
1:_::1'_&1'11:::5?5: they did advance culture, that was
their job. As they see the working class promaol
I organised and advanced seclions, which not
only value culture bul also help convey it to
the people, | Yy dre changing their alHtude
tuwards us, When a doclor sees that the prole-
tarial is arousing the v.-:.r*lrir};: people (o inde-
pendent activity in fizshling epidemics. his atti-
tade {owdards us com pletely ol 'r'lr'li':-‘e:._xi_ We have n
largu m ol smek bor irgenis doclors, etgi.
Neers, agrondmists snd eo-operalors, |.-J when
lhey sce in practice that the prodetariat is enlist-
ing2 more i 1l.f,| more people o this canse, |hey
W |'] hie l"'lJ".|¢LI’{‘\’I ’wm'-u g, and not merely be
cut off fron > hourgeosie politically. Our [ask
will then become sasier: v will then of them
selves be drawn into g ':|1:-|_-LL[':mr_'\- and he-
come part of [ lTo achieve this, sacrifices are
hecessary. Lo pay even two thousaid million for
this is a trifle, To fear this sacrifice would be
childish, for il would mean that we do no! com.
prehend the tusks before us.

I'he chaos in our transporl. the chuos in in
L‘flll.‘all'}.' and agricullure are undermini ng the very
life of lhe Soviai Republie, Here we must resart
l e most energofio easures, straining eve Ly
nerve of the country to the utmost. \’H miysl
nol praelise a policy of petty pibpricks with
roard to e experts. Theso eXperisare nol the

w5 ol the emploilers, they ave aelive cul-

tural workers, who in |_r:_'=_!l'!i'l_'l_l,:h- ‘ii.!f'i“' A T
bourgeoisie. and '-‘>J-I-\.:__'! AlL socialists ail
the world said that in o arian sociely
oo Dy e i i el

I Y WOl SCIVe Iis il 3 azmsition PErioC

wrz must aceord them the besl lJ agibde condi

T hife: That =il he i policy, Thal

will be the mosl economical m mientl. Other-

1 ' [ 1 LS £ é TR
wise, while saving a few hudidred millions. we
may lese 85 much al no sam will be sulficieml

o restore what we have lost,

YWhen we :'iife‘i‘cae'l the 1'[::Pa:|'|r-"- il

pay with the Commissar of Iu T,
he mentioned |

thie myatter of

more than any

. 0T
c-war rates of pav: a ]l.'
lo gel one ruble a day
mionth, while an expert gotg f1 '.'II.I.'!-’A,"" '
a month, nol d¢eunting [!-a)k-l wlho w
hundreds of thousands ol . The
used lo receive twenly limes mors than
worker, Qur préesent rates of pay viwy from
hundr ubles to three thousand rubl
five times more. We have done a o
lowards equelising the rales. Of course, we are
i topay them a ’illl"
;'IK'IF::__:' s PITes . rwiliedEe 5 ot Ul] 3
#, bul pecessary and (heoretically
aispensable. In my o] on. this question is r_l--.-:lr
with in sulficienl detail in the programme. Tt
mus! be particularly stressed. Nol only musl it
be seitled here in principleg, but swe must see lo

il that e defezale to the Congress, on roturn-

ng 10 hig localily, should, in hiz report ta liis
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SPERCTH OF GREETING AT THE FIRST
ALL-RUSSIA CONGRESS ON ADULT
EDUCATION

M 6, 10HG

Comrades, it gives me pleasurs 1o greel the
Congress on adult education. You do not, of
course, expect me fo debiver a speech thai goes
deeply inlo this subject, like that delivered by
Ihe preecding. speaker, Comrade Lunacharsky,
who ig well-informed on the matter and has
made a special study of it. Permit me to confloe
myself to a few words of geeeling and to the
observations I have made and thomghts that
aave occurred o me in the Council of People's
Commissars when deali more or less close
with your work. ! am sure thal there ig no
another sphere of Soviel aclivily in which such
cnormous - progress hiy been made during (he

shteen months as in the sphere of adull
education. Undouble ]:,', it has been pasier {or
us and for you to work in this sphere thap in
vthers, Here we had to east aside the old ob
stacles and the old hindrances, Here il was much
gasier to do something to meet the tfremendous
demand for knowledge, for free education and

vhy

free development, which was felt most among

f- 19856




varkers  and  peasants: ftor
ressure of Lhe masses made
easy lor us to remove the exlernal obstacles
thal slood in their paih, to break up the histm
ical hourgeols insttutions which boumd us to
imperialist war and doomed Russia to bear the
conormous buarden that resulied {rom thiz war,
wa nevertheless lelt acutely how heavy
re-cducating the masses was, the fask ol orean
isation  and inslruction, ‘-"|'T-|‘a-";'.-r'-,'1'|‘:;,; knowledge.
combating thal heritage of ignorance, primitive
ness, barbarism  amd sevagery thal we took
over. In this ficld the struggle had to be waged
by entirely differenl methods; we could count
only aon he prolonged suocess and he persistent
apd systemialic influcties of the leading sections
of the population, an mfluenee whicll the masses
willingly submit to, bhut often we are guilty

I doing less than we could de. I think thal io
taking these first steps lo spread adoll eduoea-
tion, education, free from the old limils and con-
ventionalities, which the adull population wel-
caomes so much, we had at first lo contend wilth
two obstacles, Both these obslacles wo inhoriled
from the old ecapitalist society, which is clinging
o us te this day, is dragging us down hy
thousands and millions of threads, rOpes ot
ehains.

The first was the plethora of bourgeois in
leflectuals, who wvery ofien regarded the new
lvpe of workers' #nd peasants’ asdoeational
institution a3 the most convenient feld for
ling their individual theories in philosophy
and culbure, and it which, very often, the most
absurd ideas were hailed as soanelhing new, and

les

il Sl ML vural zoud iill'llli:’..:T!Il-I.“-. were glfered
as purely proletarian act and  proletarian cul
ture® [(Applaise)) This was natural and, per-
]“I‘.'r";‘ E'l:i]':[e.tll.l'!l"i' i e L-..‘III_‘,' :1-'I_1,=.. and the

nad movemenl inat be blamed for it. T hope

L, in the long ron, we shall ey 0 get pid of
all this and shall suceeed.

The second was dlso inherited from capilal-
isim. The broad masses of the petty-hourgeais
working peeple who were thiesting for koowl-
edre, broke down the ald system, but could
not propose anviiang ol ann organising or organ-
ised natnre, [ had apportunilics 1o observe bus
in ke Council of Pecple’s Commissars whin e
mobilizsation ol bhlerale persons I the Library
Departiment were discussed, and lrom these
brief observalions 1 realized he seriousness of
e silwalion in Lhis fGeld. Frue, it is nol quile
gustomary to refer to semoth bad in a speech
of greeting. | hope that you ¢ free trom hese
convenbionalities, and will nol he odfended with
[aex |'-11' telling vou of my somewhat sad obser
valions. When we paised the guestion of mobilis
ing literate persons, the most striking [hm-*« Was
the brilliant vie lory aehieved by our revelulien
withotil immediately emerging from the limits
I [he bourgenis revolution. 11 gave mreadom for
development to the available forces, but these
available forees were petiy bourgeois and Lhewr
watchword wiis the ofd one—each for himszelf
and God for all—the very same accursed capital-
ist slogan which can never lead to anything but
Kolehak and bourgeois restoration. IF we review
whal we are doing to educate the illilerate, 1
think we shall have to draw the conciusion thal




Y. I. Lenin

we have donme very litthe, and thil our duky in
this leld is to realise that the organisation of
protetarian elements: is essential, Tt is net the
ridiculous phrases which remain on paper that
maller, bul the mlroduetion of measures which
lhe people need urgontly and which wonld com
pel every literale person 1o regard |1 his duly to
imstrucl several illilesate persoms. This is what
e deeres aic_\.n'“; bul in this field ha.nil\ any-
thaog has heen done.

When anolher L]_lul—\llf"ﬂ was deall with in e
4 o] L'r] P"‘]I ot & (i il Lo LR fZ3aTs thal L|il (3515
libraries. T said ihat the r_=."-‘_!11)1«1_n1"-' Wi are
gonstantly hearing ahout our indusizial back-
wardness bemg to blame, abont our having few
books and being unablé o produce enough
these complaints, 1 told mysell, are justified. W
have no fuel, of course, our faclories gre idle,
we have Lillle paper and we cannot produce
hooks. All this is true, bul il is also lrue tha
we cannot gel al the ]rmiﬂ thul are available.
Here we continue fo suller from peasant sim-
plicity and peasanl hi _1f"‘\'ﬂ||“"\-'\ when 1he [eas-
ant ransscks the squire’s hbrary he nims home
i the fear that someho will take the books
away from him, becaus :annot conceive of
just distributi of siate -||'n=-:*|'|\,' that is naot
sampelhing beteful, but is I 12 CcOmmon property
of the workers and of the working people gener-
ally. The igporant masses af ‘ﬁ(‘}n::ﬁl"l": are Tl
to blame for this. and as far as developmenl
af e revolation is comcerned I l_[lLllL Legil
male, it is an inecvitable .“|.:1_~:L'..‘. 'IJ when the
peasant look the library and kept il hidden, h
could not do olliépwise, Tor he did nob know

Ficst Comareds on Sul Eduentlon

that ‘all the libravies in Russia could be amal-

gamated and that there would be enough books
to salisly those who can read and Lo ledch those
who cannol. Al present we must combal the
survivals of disorzanisation, chaos, and ridicu
lous departmenlal wrangling. This must be our
main task. We mnst take up lhe simple and
urgent matler of mobilising the Jiterale fo eom-
bat illiteracy. Wa must ulilise the heyaks that
are avoilable and set Lo work to organise a
petwork of librartes which will help the people
lo gain access lo every available book: there
must be no parvallel organisations. bul a single,
uniform planned organisation. This small mal-
ter reflects ome of the lundamental tasks ol our

wolution. I it [ails to carry out this lask, i
il fails 1o set aboul cveating a veally syslematic
anid unitorm -:':r&';'a-_n'_.x;ll-_u.l |1| p‘.a-?.f-: of our Hus
i 1 this revolution
will remain 4 E. urgenis revolution because
major specifle feature of ih nletarian
lution which is marching towards Ccommunism
i¢ this organisation—for all the bourgenisie
wanted wae to break up the old system and
allow ireedom for the developmenl of peasant
farming, which revived the same capitalism as
in all earlicr revolutions,

Sinee we call ourselves the Commurist Party,
we musl understand that enky now hal we hiave
removed lhe external h.-I,-:lau;h» and have hro
ken down the nld instilmbions have we tomea face
1o fare with the primary L of 4 genuine pro
letarian revolution in all its magnilude, namely,
that of organising tens and hundreds of mil
lions of people. After the eighteen months
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expertence that we all have acqaired in this field
we mist al last lake the richt road thal il
lead to 1.'||'I=H'} over the lack

over the ignorance and harbarci
we have suffered all this lime

plitge )

wll
3 eunlture, Aicl
sm from which
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A GREAT BEGINNING

HEROGISM -OF THE WORKTHRS IN THE REAR,
‘COMMUNIST SUBBOTHNIKS"

The press reports many instances of the
voraism of the Red Army men. In  the fight
acainst Kolehak, Denikin and other {orces of the
landowners and capitalists. the workers and
pensanis very often display miracles of bravery
and endurance, defending e gains of the social

t revolution. The guerrilla spiril, weariness and
indiscipline are being « come: il is a slow and
difficult process, bul it is making headway in

. The heroism of the svorking
el king voluntary sacrifices for the vic-
tory of socialism—this is the founidation of the
new, comradely, discipline in the Red Army, the
foundation on which that army is regenerafing,
gaining strenglh and grow ing.

The heroism of Ihe workers in the rear is no
less worthy of attention, In this connection, the
eammanist subbolniks organised by the workers
on their ewn initistive are really of enermous
sipniflesnce. Evidently, this is nnly a beginning,
bul il is a beginning of oxeeptionally greal ime-
portance. Tt is fhe beginning of a revolution that
ps meare gl

|
g

ficult, more langible, more radical and
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geoisie, for it is a viclory over our own conserv
atism, indiscipline, petiyv-bourgeols egoism,
vickory over thie habits lefl as a herilage to th
worker and pessant by accursed eapitalism. Only
when ihis vietory is comsolidated will the new

social discipline, socialist liseipline, be ercated:
then and only then will 4 reversion Lo capitalism

become impossible, will eommunism  be
really invineible,

Pravde in its iss published an
article by A. J. entitled: % a Revolution-
iy Way, A Communist Saturday™, This arlicle is
so Dporlant that we reprodiee i here i full,

SHe

"WORE [N A REVOLUTIONABRY WAY
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Appraising this remar le “example worthy
of emulation”, Comrade N, K. in an article in
Pravda of May 20, under thal heading, wrole:

“Cages of Communists working il this are nol TR
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lL-‘uu'_ ¢ work 1s done af the Compunist
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% r= P\ 5 r . i 1; M T l 38 ¥ : N g
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The movemen! of “communisl subboatniks’ 15
nol confined to Mascow. Propda of June 6
reparted the follawing:

Mo feal comomunist subboinik an Tyver ook ||‘,.|(Zt!
o May 3i. g huodeel aod weoty-eiohl Commnupists
worked on i HEIACC R cp dand a ]
loaded and unduaded Donrctces Fo0ms, Teprired
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Azain, on June 8 we read in Praoida,
“Commirst Shbbotnils

“Saraten, June 4. In response
mrades, e o nis!

e elines

| have given the [ullest and mosl delailed
information about the ecommunist subbolniks
bee in this we uwndoulitodly obizerve one of
the o imporlanl aspects of commumisl con
struction, lo which our press pays insufficiend
attention. and whiclh all of nz have
properly to appreciaic.




Less polilical Hreworks and more attantion
b the simplest bul living  facls of communist
construclion, 1 t fromm and tested by
life—1his is lhe slogan. which all of us, Our

writers, agitalirs, propagandisis, organisers, ete.,

shauld repeat unceasingly.

It was nutural and inevitable in the [irst periad
atter the prolelarian revolulion thal we shonld
be engaged primarily on the main and funda-
metital task ol oyvercoming the resislance of the
boargeaisie, of vanduishing the exploiters, of
crushing ftheir eonspiracy (like the “slave-
OWners” conspirucy’ lo surrender Petrograd. in
which all from the Black Hundreds and Cadels
Lo the Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolulionarics
were involved™®]. But simultaneounsly with (s
lask, ‘unother task comes to lhe forefont just
das inevitably and ever more imperatively
time goes on, namely, he more imporiani
of positive communist construction, the ¢
of ‘new economic relalions. of 2 new soioty.

As I have had oerasion o point oul  more

than vnee, among other oreasions in e ST
I delivere:

gamst the exploit
ers, and nol even mainly 1he wse of foree. The
sconomle foundation of this use of revolubtionary
force, the guaranlee of its effeeliveness and suc
cess is Lthe fael that the prolelariat TeEpresents
and creates a higher type of social organisalion
ol labour compared with capitalism. This s
what is imiportanl, this is the souree ol the
slrength and the o uitee that the final irinmph
il communism is evilable.

v Gl Boginning

The Tendal organisalion ol social nbour restern
on the discipline of  the bludeesn, while 1he
working peaple, robbed and tyrannised hy n
handiul of landowners. were ublerly  ipnorant
and downtradden. The capitalist organisation of
social labour rested on the diseipline of hunger.
aridl, 1Il"li‘i’."iTE'|.‘~!'.L1l\'_|_ill;_;' all the progress: of  hes
geols cullure and bourgeois democracy, the vasl
mass of the working people in the most advaneed,
vivilised and democrshic republics remained
an ignorant and dewnlredden mass of swace
slaves or oppressed pessants, robbed and [¥ran-
nised by a handlul of eapifalists. The communisi
nrganisation of secial labour, Lhe lrst siep
lowards which is socialisii, rests, and will do
50 more and more as lime goes on; on the free
amndl conscious diseipline of Ihe working people
themselves who have thrown off e voke hoth
of Lhe landowners and eapitalists,

This new discipline does not drop from the
skies, nor s it born from pious wishes: i SLOWS
out of the materfal conditions of Ilnree-seals
capilalist production, and out of them  alone
Withoui them it is impossible, And the reposi-
tiry, or the ele, of these material conditions
i5 n definite historicdl clazs, created, greanised,
united, leained, educaled and hardened I Farere-
scale capitalism, This ¢lass is the proletariat,

If we translale the Lating seientific. historicos
philosophical term “dictatorship of rhe prole
tarial” into simpler language, it means just the
lollowing:

Unly a definite class, namely, the urban work
ers and Lhe factory. industrinl workers in gen

I 15 able to lead the whole mase of the
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working amd exploited people m the sty
throw ofl lhe voke of capital, in actaally carey-
me it oul, i the slruggle to maintain and con-
solidate (he viclory, in the work of creating the
pew, socialisl soeial syslemr and in the cntive
drpggle for the complele abolition of classes,
us observe in pacenthesis that the only
ienlific distinetion between socialism and com-
mumism is thal the fest ferm implies the first
stage of the new sociefy arising oul of gapital-
lgmi, while the speond implies the pext and
higher stage.)

The mis » the “Berne” yellow Inlernalion
al™ makes is that its leaders aceepl the class
slruggle and the leading rele of the prolelariat
only in word and are aid to (hink it out to
its logical conclusion. They are afraid of (hal
inevitable conclusion which particularly terrifies
the bourgeoisie, and which iz abselulely unac-
ceptable o them. They are afraid to admil thal
the dictatorship of the proletariat is alse u
period of class struggle, whicl is inevitable as
lomg as classes have nof been abolished, and
which changes in form, being particularly fierce
and parfienlarly peciliar in the period imme
diately lollowing the overthrow of eapital. The
profetariat does not cease the class shrugele affer
it has caplured political power, but continues il
unitil ¢lasses are aholished—of course, unds
dilferent circumstances, in different form and
differenl means.

And what does the “abolition of classes”
mean? All those who eall themselves socialisis
recodgnize Lhis as the ullimale goal of socialism,
bul by no means all give thageht o ils signd

v Lyroal Heginning b LANE

ficance. Classes are large groups ol peaple differ
ing from each ofher by the place lhey oeeupy in
a historically determinied system of soeial pro-
ductHon., by their relalion |[in most cases fixd
and formulated in law 1 to the means ol produc
tion, by their role in the social organisution ol
labour, and, consequently, by the dimensions of
the share ol social wealth of which they dispose
and the mode of acguiving it. Classes are groups
of people one of which can appropriale the la-
bour of another owing o the ditferent places
they veeupy in o definite system of sovial econ-
OTIY .

Clearly, in order to abolish elasses complefely.
it iz not cnough fo overthrow the exploilers. the
landowners and capitalists, nol eneough {o abol-
ish ¢heir rights of ownership: it is necesgary
also Lo ilish. el private ownership of the
means of produclion. it is necessacy Lo abolish
the distinction bebween fown and coontry, as
well as the distineton hetween manual weorkers
and brain workers. This requires a very long
period of lime. In order to achieve this an enor
mous slep forward musl be laken in developing
the productive forces: il is necessary o over
come the resistance (frequenlly passive, which
is particularly stubborn and particularly diffieull
to overcome) of the numerous survivals of small-
segle production: 11 15 necessary o overoon
the enormous foree of habit and conservatism
which are econnected with these survivals

The assamplion that all ®working people™ are
cqually eapablewol deing s work would Je an
erply phrase, or the illusion of an anfediluvis




pre-Muarcist socialist; for this ability does not
come of itsell, bul grows historically; and grows
ofify out of the material eonditions of large-
cupitelisl production, This ability, al the
inning of the road from capitalism to social-
sm, is.possessed by lhe proletarial afone, It is
58] e af fulfilling e givanti¢ task that con-
ronts il. first, because il is the strongest and
most advanced class in civilised socielies: sec-
onndly, becmise o the most developed eountries
it comstilutes the majority of the population,
ant ”T'H't'”}’: because in backward »_';IEJLL:LH:&I_
countries, like Russin, the majority ol e poapu
lation consists of semi-prolelarians, ie. of peo
ple who regularly live in a proletarian way parl
of the vear, who regnlarly earn a parl of their
means ol subsistenee as wage-workers in capilal
ist enterprises,

I'hose who try to solye the problems invoelved
in the transition from capitalism 1o socialisim on
the basis of general talk about liberty, equalily,
democracy in general, equality of laboor de
mecracy, ele, [as Kautsky, Martov and wother
heroes of the Berne yvellow Inlernational do),
thereby only reveal their petiy-bourgenis, phili-
stine nature and idenlogically slavishly follow in
the wake of lhe bourgeoisie, The correct solution
of this problem can be found only in a eonerete
study wof the specilic relalions between ilie
specilic elass which .’mu conquererd  political
power, namely, the proletariat, and the
non-preletarian, and also semi-proletarian, mass
of the working popolalion-——reletions which do
not kake shape in fantastieally  lisrmonioos,
“ideal” condilions, but in the real conditions ol
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the frantic resistance of the oupgeoisie which
assumes many and diverse Lorms. 1

The wast majoriiy of |L-* .J_-|J||1-1hl‘1- and all
{he more so of the working populatio m—ob any
capifalist country, including Bussia, have thou-
n:'t.'l'\{]- ol times exper ienced, themselves a_]l\']l
(hrough their kith and kin, the oppression
capital, the l]l['l_I'II].L:‘l' amdd Cvery “;'”fl ot Jl.‘i,'l"ﬂjf'!\
perpetrates. The imperialist war, 1.¢.. the slaugh
ter of ten million people inorder (o decide whe -1|
er British or German capital was Lo
supremaey in plundering the W hole: world,
greatly intensified these orde als, ;an 11|u=.:m||
and deepened them, and has i ad e_I_w |1_-'-:|]:1~.-.
realise: Lheir meaning. Heonee [ne !_11c--1!_:|l|]u-
sympatiy -hxphrrd by the vash majorily of Ir]l-:r-_
population, particularly lac working poeople, for
the prold L‘I_I if. hecause il is with heroic cour
anid revolulionary rullilessness throwing :L"!? Il:'_
voke of capital, averthrowing the ¢ cplaiters,

sUppréssing their resistance. an .»'h-_'{!di.ltg it
hlood 1o pove i] ¢ Toad [or fhe creabion ol I]:r:
soeiety. in which there will be no room for

new
exploiters P .

Great and inevitable as may be lieir pebiy-
hourgeois vacillations and their tendeney to go
back to bourgeocis “grder?, under the "wing’ n_f
the hourgeoisie, the non-prolefarian ancl  serni-
prolelarian mass of the working [-unhe'u-n
pannol but recognise the moral and | litic al
authority of the proletarial, who are not fn_]!_v
nw;hu-m‘wm the expisiters and suppressing
ihéir resistance, but are building 4 new Itll}LL
higher social bond. a social Li.‘.-J-_'i|11_’= e, the dis-
cipline ol lass-conseious and united working
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peopie. who know no yoke and ne aothorils

excepl the aulherily of their own unity, of their

oW, more elass-conscions, hold, salid. revelulion
ary and sleacdlasl vanguard. .
[ order to achieve victory, in ovder 1o build
and consolidale secialism, the prolelariat must
fulfil a twoleld or dual task: first, it must, by
its supreme herolsm in the revolutionary strngele
against capital, win over [he entire mazs of the
working and exploiled peéople; il must win them
over, orgamise lhem and lead them in the

striiggle to overfhrow Lhe hourgeoisie and utterly
guppress their resistance. Secondly, it must lead
the whole mass of the working and exploited
people, as well as all [he pelly-bBourgesis aroups.
on 1o

the road of new economic development.
iowards fhe creation of a new soeisl bond. a
new labour discipline, a new organisation of
labour, which will cembine the last word in
seienee and capitalist techoology with the mass
association of class conscious workers creatine
large-seale socialist industyy 3
The second task is mere diffienll [han the
irst, for it cannot possibly be fulfilled by single
acts of heroic fervour: il FEquITes He ;_|1.I_}_~:i_ r}f.}}-
longed, most persistent and most difficull mass
FLE:-]T.J'}.Em in plain, everydoy work. But this task
15 more essential than the firsl, because. in the
last analysis, the deepest source of strength for
victories over the bourgenisie and the --c~I:;. diar
antee of the durability and permanence of Lhese
viclories can only be ‘a new and higher mode of
production, the substitation of larce-scale
production for ecapitalist and petty
hoirgepis production, '

A Greal Beginniog

“Communist subbotniks™ are of sach  coor-
mous  historieal significance precizely because
they demonstrate the conscious and  volunliry
iniliative of the workers in developing the pro
ductivily of labour, in adopling a new labour
discipline, in crealing socialist conditions of
cennomy and Life.

J. Jacaoby, ont of the [ew, in lact 1t wirild be
more correcl to say one of the exeeptionally
rare, German bourpeois democrals who, aftor
the léssons of 187071, went over not Lo chanvin:
ism or nalivaal-liberalism, but lo soefalism. onee
siid thal the formation of a single trade union
was of grealer hislorical imporlance lhan Llhe
battle of Sadowa® This is true. The haiile ol
Sadowa decided the supremacy ol one of two
bourgenis monarchies, the Auslrian or the Prus
siam, in creating a German ualional capitalist
stale, The formation of oae trade union wos a
small step towards the world victory of the pro-
tlarint over the bourgeoisie. And we may simi-
larly say thal the firsl communist subbotnik,
organised by the workers of the Moscow Kazan
Railway in Moscow on May 10. 1919, was of
erpater historical significance than any of the
vietories of Hindenburg, or of Foch and the
British. in the 1914-18 imperialisi war. The vic-
tories of the imperialisls mean the stauneghtor ol
millions of workers for the sake of the profits
of the Anglo-American and French mullimillion
wires, they are (he strocities of doomed capilal
iem, bloated with over-eating and rotling aliae.
The rcommunisl subbotnik efgauised by the
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workers of the Moscow-FKazan Railway is one of
the cells of IMe new, socialisl society, whicl
brings to all the peoples of the earth emanci
palion lIrom e yoke of "|11 ilal and Prom swars
The bourgeois gentlemen and their hanpers
o, including the _‘\Irn-!u-\-|lﬂ: il Soeialist-Revo
lutionaries, who are wont (o 8 4s) lt’[‘l]‘LRI"FH't'.b
g5 the representatives of “public spinion’| patur
ally jeer al ”LL hopes of the ‘-l-lllflh_Il.'h‘-.’:*. call
thoze hopes “o baohab free in o mignonetle pol®
sneer al the :r15151ll|i.!_'l.-11h‘.+'! of the number of sub
botniks comparad with the vast sumber of ¢ ASes
ol thieving, idleness, lower produe Livity, spoilage
of raw malerials and. finished voods, ote, Our
reply 1o these genllemen is that if the bourgenis
intellectuals had dedicated their knowledoe to
assisting the w r‘u'fn 1 pe ,,plf instesd of giving it
b the Russian and [oreign capifalists in order to
reslore Their power, lhe revnlulion would have
proceeded more rapidly and more peacelully
Bul this is ulopian, for the issue is dee ided by
the class struggle; snd the majority of the intel
lectuals gravitate towards the bourgeaisic. Not
willl the assistance of 1he 1“‘|I"‘1=*I|m> will the
prolelarial achieve vic tory. but in spite of their
opposition {at least in 1he majority of CHIEE],
removing those of them who are incorrigibly
In'v:";,rmlk reforming, re-cducating and  subird-
inating the waverers :mul aradually winning ever
large r s clions of them to ils side. Gloalis g OV
the difficulties and setbacks of lhe revallition
SOWINE panic, preaching o return to the pasl
these are all weapons and methads af  dlags
slraggle of [he bourgeois intellecluils, The prole
tat will net allow ilse _I| to he deceived by them

Adrpeat B giining Ty

If we got down to brass tacks. however. hias
it ever happencd in history that a new mode of
production has bnken root immediatels. wilhoud
a long succession of setbacks, blunders and re
lapses? Hall a cenlury afler the abolition of
serfdom there were slill quile a number of sur
vivals of serldom in the Russian oty eide.
Half a contury alter the sholilipn of slavery in
America he posilion of the Negroes was slill
very olten one of semi-slavery. The bourgenis
intellectuals. inclhuding the Mensheviks and 8o
cialist-Revolulionaries, are true o themsaohes 1
servilg capital and in continuing to use shsolutely
lalse arguments—Dbefore e prolelarian e
olution they accused us oi bciu;-_ utopian: alter
the revolution they demand thal we wipe aut all
traces of the pasi lantastie rapidity!

Wa are niot utopians, however, and we know
the real value of hourgeois “arsuments’” : we alsa
know that for some time after the revolution
lraces of the old ethics will inevitably predomi-
nale pver the voung shoots of the new. When
e new has just been born the old alwaws re-
mains stronger than it for seme lime: Lhis s
always the case in nature and in social life. Jeer-
ing al the feechleness of he young s shoots of the
new order, cheap scepticism of the inlollectuals
and the like—Ihese are, essentially, melhods of
hourgenls class struggle against (he proletariat
& defence ol capilalism against socialism, We
mus! carefully study the fegble new shools, we
(FVEREY| -Ir-:,u-u_-:. the greatesl attention to (hem. do
everything 1o promote their growth and “nurse”
them. Some of Uemn will inevits nerish. We
cannol vouch thal precistly the “commniunist sub
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botniks” will play a particularly Important role
But thal is pot the point. The point is to fosier
ach and ey ery shont of the new: and lile will
select the most viable, I the Japanese scienlis
in order to help mankind vanguish syphilis, Tuad
the patience to test six hundred and five prepa
ratioms before he developed 2 six hundved and
sixth which met delinite requiremicents, then
those who wanl to solve 4 more diffieull vroblem
namely, to vanquish capitalism, must have -Zh;
perseverance Lo iry bmndréds and Lhousands ol
tiew melhods, means angd weapuns of slruggle
in order to elaborale the most suitable of
Lhemnt,

Fhe “communist subbotniks™ ave so i porlant
because they were initisted by workers who were
3 o means placed in exeeptionally good con-
dilivng, by wuorkers of various specialilics. and
some with no specialily at alli just wnskilled
labourers, who are living under ordinary, ic..
eceedingly hard, conditions. We all know VEry
well the main cavse of the decling in [ho prod-
aelivity of labour thal is o be observed nol
only in Russia, but all over the world; it is tuin
and impoverishment, embitterment and weari-
niss gaused by the imperialist war, sickness and
malnutrilion. The laller is firél in importance.
Starvation—that {s the cause. And in order fo da
away with starvation. produclivily of labows
must he raised in ageieullure. in transport and
m induslry. 80, we get a sort of vicious circle: in

order to raise pLe :L-'ul-lll..il."-_'. ol labour swe minst

save aurselves rom stavvalion, and in order to
save oursclves from starvalion we must taise
productivity ol Tabour,

1 Beginoing 10

We know that in practice such centradictions
are solved by breaking the vicious cieele, by
bringing ahout & radical change in the tomper
af the people, by The hieroie inilislive of The indi
vidual groups which eften playvs a decisive role
against the backeground of snch a radical change.
The unskilled labourers and railway workers of
Moscow (of course, we have in mind the majorily
of them, and not a handiul of profitesrs. officials
and ofher winteguards) are working people who
are living m desperately. hard conditions. They
are constanlly underfed, and now, before the
new harvesl iz gathered, with the general wor-
sening of lhe food silualion, they are aciually
starving. And wel these slarving workers, sur-
rounded by he malicious cotnler-revolutionary
neitation of the bourgeoisie, the Mensheviks and
the Socialist-Hevolulionaries, are organising
“communist  subbetniks”. working owvertime
withoul uny pay, and achieving an  enormous
increase in the productivity ef labor in spile
of the fact thal they are weqry, lormented, and
exhausled by malnulrilion. Is this oot supreme
heroism? Ts this not the beginning of a change
of momenlous sienificance?

In the last analysis. produchivily ol Iabour is
the most impartant, the principal lhing for the
victory of the new social system. Capifalism
created a productivily of labour unknown under
serfdom. Capitalism can be utterly vanguished,
and will be ulterly wvangqnished Dby soeialism
crealing a new and miich Higher productivity of
labour. Thas is a very difficoll matter and must
taki u long time:; but if has heen staried, nndd
that is the main If in starving Moscow, 1n
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thiz sumimer of 1919, e Starving workers who
!1...t gone lhreugh Tour (rying vears of imperial
ISE war and another year aned o halt of still niore
trying civil war could siart this great work, how
will (hings develop later when we frivmpl in
the civil war and win peace?

Communism is the higher produetivity of lu
bioar— compared with that exis! u:‘., urder eapital
ism—of voluntary, classconseions and imited
workers L'Ij_!]?l""'jl; advaneed techniques, Com-
munist subbotniks are exlraoe linarily valuable
as the acfual beginning of commumism: and this
5 a very rare thing, because we are in g siage
when “only the firsf sfeps in the {ransition from
capitalism 1o communism are heing faken”
las our Parly Programmes! 1'[':[1'E|_:. riglily
BRYS . l

Communism  beging when the ronk-and-fife
workers display an enthusiastic concern Lhat is
undannted by arduous loil tn inerease tln_ prod-
uckivity of s hushond every poaid of grain.
coal. (ran and ni e’ products, which do nol
acerue 1o the workers personally or lo  their
“elose™ kith and kin, but to their “distant® kilk
and kin, Le., to sociely as a whole, to lens and
hundreds of millions of people united first in
tne socialist slate, and then in 2 union of Soviet
-"4'1;|I'J]P|i4'.\'.

In Capiial, Karl ‘ﬂ:n‘\ r'itl't'l.Ll'L‘\' the pompous
and grandiloquent rgeols-democralic  grieal

charter of liberty aml Hu richils of man, ridi-
cules all this phrase-mongering about liherty,
equality and [raternily in general, which dazzlos
the petty bourgenis and philistines of all coun
iries, ineluding the present despieable hieroes of

{irpal Begimmang (N |

the despicable Berme Intermaliopal. Marx con
trasis these pompous declarations of rights te the
plain. modest, practical, simple manner 10 which
the question is presented by the proletarial—Lthe
legislative enuclment of a shorter working day
is a typical cexample of such Ireatment i Thy
aptness and profondity of Marx's obscryation
hecome Lhe elearer and more abvious lo us th
more the content of the proletarian revolulion
urdolds, Tlhie “lormulas™ of gepuine cOmMmMUIILISM
dilTer from the pompous, intricale, and selemn

phraseclogy of the Kautskys, the Mensheviks
and the Socialist-Revelutionaries and their be
loved “brelliren’ of Berne in thal they reduce
evoryviling o Lhe :'Gri«'.'.'c'{-'r;ux of {abeuar. Less
chatlor about “labour demoeracy ™. abant “Tikerty.
pnd fralerniiy, L'_i;z_u.l'_ “government by

cotLality : :
the people”. and all such stufl: the rlass ooll-
seions workers and peasants ol onr day sec
{hrough these pompous phrases of the huurt“f:“-lw
imtellectnal and discern the krickory as easily s
% person of ordinary conunon sensé and r-_w;pe.--
when glancing at fthe irreproachably
fe -1|||E‘1"‘ and immaculale ‘mnna*ému
uwe, donbcher Enow", immediaiel
» muls litm down as 'in all [11-:].1

Fewer pompous phrases, more plain, eperfig
work. concern lor the pood of grain and Lhe
pood of ceall More concern about providing this
pood of grain and |;... ol of coal necded by Lhe
hupgry workers and ragged and barciool peas
ants noel by hogofing, ﬂﬂl ina cupitalist m HITIET,
but by Ihe eonscious, voluntary, boundlessly
licpoie lnbour of plain working men like the
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unskilled labourers apd  railwavmoen
Moscow-Kazan line. '

We must all admiil Lial vestiges of the bo
genis-intellectnal phrase-nonsering approach Lo
questions of the revolulion are in evidence at
every slep, everywhers, éven i our own ranks
Our press, for example, does little to Aohit those
rollen suryivals ol the rotlen, hourgeois-demo-
cralic. past; it does Litle Lo [éster the simple
modest, ordinary but viable shools of genuine
COMMUISI,

Take the position of women, Ln this feld. nol
A simgle demoeratie pa y in the world, not even
in the most adyvanced bourgenis republic. Tas
tdone in decades so mich as a hundredth el ol
what we did in our very first ¥ear in power. We
really razed to the ground the infameoys laws
placimg women in g I’.rl.’ysﬁmn -':J' inequalily, Te
stricting divorce and supre it with disgust
g formalities, denyving qu'nl-mtn i to ¢h 1Jr’|| n
horn out of wedlock, enforcing a search for their
fathers, etc., laws numerous survivaly of which,
lo the shame of the bourgenisie and of capital
isiL, are to be found in all civilised counlrics We
have a thousand bmes [he right to be proud of
what we have done in this field. Bu! the more
tharoughly we have cloared the sround of the
hmmber of the old, bourgeois laws and institn-
Ié-'|||'1._ 1E|I_' l‘:ll"ﬁl't'.!' il is Loy 1S lh:-}' W ||.'r|1r|.' -l-L!J_‘_.-'
cleared [he ground to build on bul aro not wet
bailding

Notwithslanding all the laws emiancipali ing
woman, she conbinues o be 8 domesiis slave,
hecatse peitiy _"u_-m-r*u:-r;r.' rushed, strangles, siul
tifles and degreades her, chains her o the kitehen

Girent Hegmning

anil the DULBEry and she wastes lier
barbarousky unproductive, peily Ve rneking,

shultifying and crushing drudeery, The venl eman

cipeatian of women, uml COMNLUISIT,

only where and when an all-aut sleligg [ hegins
(led by the proletarint wielding Lhe state power)
against this petty housekeeping, or rather when
its wholesale transformation into a Targe-seale
socialist economy begins.

Do we in practice pay sufficien] silenlion o
this question, which in theory every Communist
Con » indisputable? Of course nob. Do we
luke proper care of the shools of communism
which already exist in this sphere? Again the
answer is no. Public calering  establishmenls,
nursericy. Kindergartens—here we have esamples
of these shools, h- re we have || e simple; every-
day means, invelving nothis 18 pompous, grandi-
[EJ-;{Lu'-nz (E5 i -r-.rnun..-l. which can really eman-
cipate mwaomen, really lessen and ahbolish their
mequality wilh men as regards their role in
social producti ; These  means
are not new, they (like all the material prereqg-
wisiles lor socialism) wees created by large
seale capitalism. But under capilalism they
mained, first, a rarily, and secondly— .~l1|u"1
particularly  important—sither  profit-me
cnlerprises, wilhh gll the worst fealures ol spéeu-
lation, profllecring, cheating and id, or “acro-
batics of bourgeois chaniv”, ¥ h the best
workers rightly hated and despise

e g no tru.mt that |11.= .mmlr-r' ul these

B-1985
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ier. There is no doubl Lhal we have far
organizing folenf among lhe working anc
peasant women than we are aware of, that we
have far more people than we know ol who can
nis¢ practical work, with (he eo.operation
if large numbers of workers and of stll larger
nambers ol consumers, withoul tha! abundance
nf ialk. Tuss, squabbling and chalter about plans,
systems, ele,, with which our big-headed “inlel
lecknuls® or hall-baked “Communists™ are “af
forled”. But we do nol nurse these shoofs af the
new a5 we should,

Look at Lhe hourgeoisic. Dow very well they
ko Tinw tooadvertise whil theg needl Hot how
millicns copies ol their newspapers extol whal
the eapitnlists vegard as ‘model” enterprises, and
purgeols mmstitutions are made an

[FTERY Hrandel
objeet. of nat
take the trouble, or hardly ever, to describe the
begl patering: establishmenls: or DUCseries, in
order. by daily insislence. to gel some ol them
turged inte modils of (heir kind, 1t does noet

Iy
innal pride! Our press does not

give them enough publicity, does nol describe m
detail the saving in human labour, the conven
ionees for the consumer, the econginy ol prod-
uels. the emancipation of women [rom domestie
slavery, the improyvenrent i sanitary conditions,
\hat can be achieved wilh evemplory communist
work and extended to the whale of society, to
all working people

FExemplary pradoction, excmplary communizt
subbotniks, exemplary care and conscientious
ness in precuring and distribuling svery pood ol
grain, exemplary calering establishments, ¢xem

Sl S e R B Bt s e sl e
nlare cleanliness in such-and-sucli a WOPRLTs
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bouse, in such-and such a block. shiuld  all
receive len Hmes mare attontion and care from
our press, as well as from epery workers' and
peasanls’ organisation, than they regeive 1DW
All these are shoots of communism, und it is
our common apd primary duly lo nurse Ihem
Ditficult a3 our foed apd produclion siluaiion
is, inL the vear and a hail of Bolsheyik pule there
has been undoubied progress i olopg the line:
grain procurements have inereased fron 30 mil-
lion poods [from August 1, 1917 lo Augnust 1,
1918) lo 100 miliien poods (from August 1, 1918
to May 1.1919) ; vegelable garde ning hias expand-
gd, the murgin of onsown land has dimin -
riilway lransport has begun 1o improve despile
the enormons fuel dilficulties, and soon. Against
this general background. and with (e supporl
of the proletarian state power, the shoots of com-
munism will not wither; they will grow and blos-
som inlo complete COMTIIISH

Ve must give very greal thought to the signifl
painee of The “communist subholnilks”, in order

it we may draw all the very important practi
onl lessons fhat follow frony this great beginning

The first and main lesson is that this beginning
must he given every assistance. The word “com-
e being handled much too frecly. any
kind of enlerprige started by Communists or with
their |1.'.|]"ij|'j[_'_u|_i.;H|_ I yvery nfteh at once declared
o be a “commune’, il being nol mlregquently
forgotfen that this perg hanonrabl{e: tife musl be
woen by prolonged and persistent efort, by

&
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praciical asehievement b genuine  communisl
developmeni.

That is why, in my epinion, the decision thal
has matured in the minds of the majorily ol
the members of the Genlral Executive Gommil-
tue 1o repedd 1he deeree of the Cotmneil of Peo-
ple’s Commissars, as lar as i portains to  Lhe
Hile Heonsumers’ eommunes 7 s quite right. Lel
he tille be simpler—and, incidentally, the de
ferts and shorteomings of the inifiod stages of the
now orpanisational work will not be blamed on
the “communes”, bul {as in all fairness thoy
houtd bel on bad Communists, It would be a
gond thing lo eliminate lhe word “commune”
P CEOITTERGIT s, L i'ul'-'|=-:'|'1.ll '_:‘L.t'l.l'.\r ]IHjI'. _EJ‘:,-:'l;
and arey Trom grabbing at il, or &0 etftann tHhife
title o he borme only by genuing commounes,
which have really demonsirated in practice fand
have proved by the unanimous recos '
the whole of the surrounding populs

thev are capable of erganising their
communist manner. First she

capable of working withouot remuperalion in the
interests of soptely, in the interests of all (he
working people, show that you are cupable of
“working in a revelutionary way', thal you are
of raising produetivily of lubour, of or-

ging the work in an exemuplary marmer, anl

lhen hold out your hand for the honourahle
e S eommunea’”’

In lhis respest, the Tcommunis] subboiniks”
are 8 most valuahle exeeption; for the unskilled
tahourers and railwayimen

first demonstrated by deeds thal lhey
=1

capable of workipg like Communists, anil

if the Mascow-Razan
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lhen adopled the litle of “epmmunist subbd
ailes’™ for their nnderiaking, We must s¢e 10 il
and make sure thal in [ulure anyone whe calls
his enternrise, institulion or undertaking a com
mune withisnl hnping proved this by hard work
and practical soceess in profnnged  effort, by
pxemplary and truly communist erpanisation, is
mereilessly ridienled and pilloried as 2 chazrla
fan o a windbag,

Thal great beginning, lhe “communisl suli
holniks®, must also be ulilised for anolher pur-

o, namehy: to purge Lhe Party, In the early

following the revolulion, when Lhe n

of “honest’” and philistine-minded people was
particularly (imorous, and wien  Lhe hourgeos
intellecluals to a2 man. including, ol course,
Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries, played
the Iackey to the bourgeoisie and carried on sab
glage, it was absolutely inevitable that a
tnpers and other pernicious clemonts sh
hiteh themselves to the ruling parly: There
pever has been, and [here never ¢an b2 Teye-
lition without that. The whole pand is that the
ruling party stiould be able, Telying on a soad
and strong advanced class, lo purde its Tanks.

We. started this work long ago. Tt must be
continued steadily and untiringly. The mobili
cation of Commumists Tor the ‘war helped us n
this respect: the cowards and seoundrels (Ted
from the Parly's ranks. Good riddancel Such a
reduction in the Parly’s membership mieans an
inarmons: increase in its Strengih and weighl
We mtst continue e purge, and that new be
dinnine. the “epmmunisl subhotuiks”, musl he
ulilised for this purpese: members should  be
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avcepled into ”l-.-,' Party enly aller six monlths’,

RV, el 0 "|11“":h:1|i1‘n:| oab “working inh oa
revolulionary wav™, A similar tesl should be ds
manded of off mqrmlm::; of [he Parly whe joined
alter Oelober 25, 1917, and who have not proverd
by some special work or service that they are
absolulely reliable, loval and eapable of heinge
Communisis. .

' purging ol the Party, throneh e steadily

'rf‘.'{'irh"hrj demands 1t makes in rogard lo work-
mg in a genuinely communist way, will § L Prove
the state apparaius and will bring mueh nearer
the final fransitivn ol the p ‘asants to the side ol
the revolulionary proletariat,

Tneidentally, lhe “communist subbotniks” have
thrown a remarkably strong lisht on the elass
character of the slale apparatus under the
-.'Iif-tnim-.a]-i]: al the JJ"lJlr'['i'ir: il The Cenlral Com-
mitleée of the Parly -iJ" {1z a letter on "wujkuff
ifn a H.ulullmn--n Wi The idea is suggested
by the Central Comm IIL-' of a parky mlh from
LML G00 o 200000 members (1 assume  (hal
that iz the number (hat will remain afler a
thoreugh  purging; at present lhe membership
is larger)

The idea is laken up by the workers organized
n lrade unions. In Russia and the Ukraine they
number gbont four millinn, The overwhelinino
majorily of them are for the stale power of the
proletarial, for prolelarian  diclalorship, Two
husidreed thousand and four millions—sueh s the
rilio of the “gear-wheels”?, if one may o ex
press il Then Tollow the tens of millions ol PeAs
anfs, who are divided into three muin sroups:
the most numerons ad the one standing olosest
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to the proletariat is that of the semi-proletarians
or poor peasants; then come the middle peasants,

and lastly the numerically very small group ol

kalaks or roral bourceoisic

As long as 1l 13 possible to trade in grain and
to make profit out of famine, the peasant will
remain fand this will for some time bt inevi-
table under the dictatorship of the proletariat)
a semi-working man, a semi-prodileer. As a profil
cer he i hostile lo us; bostile to the prolelar-
ian state; he is inclined to agree withe the hon
eepisie and their faithful lackeys, up le and
including the Menshevik Sher or the Socialisi
Revolulionary B, Chernenkov, who stand fur
freedom lo trade in grain. But as a wurking
man, the peasanl iy a friend of the proleturidino
slate, & most loyal afly of the worker in the
slrugele againsl the landowner and agamst the

alisl. As working men, the peasants, the vasl

mass of lhem, the peasanl millions. support the
state “maehine” which is headed by the one or
Lwo hundred thousand Communists of the pro
letarian vangoard, and which censists of millions
of organised prolelarians

A state more democralic; in the frus sense of
fhe word, one more closely connected with the
working and exploited poople. has neper pgetf
pristen

Il is precisely proletarian work swch as that
put into “commuonist subbotniks™ that will win
ithe complete respecl and love of peasants for
the praletarian state. Such work and such work
alone will complelely convinee lhe peasant thal
we are right, thal communism is vighl, and malke
him our devoled |l\ amd, hevce. wall lead Lo
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e complel

¢ elimination of dor food difficnliies
:;l lrl_w t .._.-|-|‘|;]-_-1{: victory of eoinmunism over :‘zl:'.
e li=sn I ¥ 1 I £ii - o
{i;.'n’rls--lll--l .I:l-.l'h".' |||1n of he preoduction and
histribution of graim.: 1o the ungualificd consali
dation of comamunism.

June 38, 1050

iy SOy
W Ltrin

From SPEECH
AT THE THIED ! ~RUSSTA CONFERENCE
OF DIRECTORS OF ADULT EDUCATION
[ST0ONS OF GUBERNIA E DUCATION
DEPARTMENTS

Febrinry 25, 1930

To show yvou how 1 anderstani the tasks and
the enlire character of education, of teaching
training and upbringing, in their n,-!_lll'.JL'l'l-I-'ﬂ'l wili
the changing tasks of lhe Soviet miblie, 1
would remind you of the resolulion on '|l'-'r-*1'
Aeation that was adopled at the last session of
the All-Russin Central Executive G omimities; you
ure probably all Tamiliar with it A tew days ago
there was an announcement in the papers thal
within lwo months (in the offi printed
reporl it said two wee ks hul That was a mislake}
_that within two months a plan for the e feotri
fication of the couniry would be elaboraled to
cover a minimum period ol ’.-.ﬂn lo three years
and a masimum period of len ye . The charac
ter of all our propaganda, w hic ll e 1 ades purely
Parly propaganda, anil school ifeaching, an
adult education, must change, noi in the scense
that the fundamenlals and g -al direclion of
leaching »m'LLlLi be changed, but in the sense that
lhe charaeler of Bhe work must be adapied 10

{lae -rnns:Llun la peaceful development wilth an




122

exlensive plan For (he indusivial and ceoiomie
|-|'u4_:11~.-:~'_1‘11{_!1|-51 af lhe counlry, ['H_":|".']!i:’-1r.l 1h.|'- '“_-“r_l_-_-
.-:1'r.--.:-nluurr11‘{' difficulty and the general fask |k I-In'
reliabilitation of the counliv's l:-rmmm.w L:..r----
so that the prolelarian revolution can er
the new foundations of ecotomic life l-'i..'I-'*. Inl'

W !iTir]_n_-lI; peasant cconomy. Up io now the ll:-:iR
:irn tas been dompelled Lo loan grain to 1lT;|-
'.~'f"|.-'ici.-1'- stale: the pieces of coloured pa ot
l‘.'l:l.'."ri money reeeived in return for grain z*f: 1J-1-k|1
satisis ASAT I
hn(;w .Pl]LIL.: ,Tl::;;«j?]z Il '711:]'.; i_]lfie_a::::.L.ILL. 'i'-'r*'m"‘:‘. ':l%f-.-‘ai.'_.u-
i S f_"ﬁ I ¥ .,qmnl-.uh! rights—in
change lor grain he wants the industrial goods
Eil;sjan-f';lluzcr' give him urlil swe Lhove rehabili-
tated .ﬂ-.r ceonomy, Rehabilitation—(hat is the
Dasc i:'l:«'!c. but we cannok relahililade on J1J .-;1-r1l
seonomic and technical hasis. This (s [L'-':tl_ﬂi." -
[!-l'l]?'f.".‘i.f:l|'|—.". arel would he absurd: .wv ]\L T-'.
find a new basis, This new basis is o e
lication plan.
We are talking to the peasants, to e mass
of less-developed poople, showing them sl Eﬁr
new ftransition to a hi lghet slage ol l'Il]l'Tj"f' ‘HL"]-;
|I'.L1111I,¢5J educalion is necessary for it
of all Soviet devel; npment,

o eleciri-

the suecess
o re store |_J.( GO 1 \allll "‘”“’,il it l.%}-‘uulhli
my. The most ignorant peas

anl will understand that the cconomy has been
vreeked by the war and Lhal he cannot -1'.'F-|-.-.pu'1-l-
poverly  and obtain the necessary -qu.wI«' i|.;
4:_';1-|'::|:.!-.;|_- lor grain unless we ru.l_;b.n:r- izl“ All « j
work in the sphere of propaganda, n‘{'l"n;n] -Jm]
.-JMTI :':’LLr-Hifm mLM' il |I|'|hl.l'-'i up "%-’x-"-i*.' x:.:li[J]Il

need of Lhe pe
ant in order J!rll trl I'u 'I.' !I'zi!;i ltfj;i{'. Iﬁl-lil-:F

urgen! requirements of our daily 1ife: it shonld

fifaline of £t Cduenting Tepariments 13

present them amnd their development i a way
the peasant understands: if must th' stresser
(hil the way oul of the siluation iz onl ¢ through
ihe rehabilitation of ndustry. In lu-tr"_'g'. 1|s:-‘.~:u-~.-.:1'.
cannot be rehabilitated on the old basis; it muist
he rehabilitated on the basis of modern terh
nology, which means  fhi fleeleilieation  of
indust ey and a higher wlture, Electrilicationtakes
up Lo len yoars' work, but it is work al a higher
eullural and politicsl level,

We shall evelve an extensive Dl work
which must, in the minds of the peasaniry, have
a clearly defined practical aim. This cannnt be
done in a tes months. The minimum programimne
should cover no less than three yvears. Without
lapsing inlo ulopins we Ay say that i ten
vears we shall be able lo cover all Bnssia with a
netweork of power stall ons and o over to an
induoslry based on clectricily thal will meet the
reguirements of modern fec wlogy pul an
end 1o :lu old peasant farming, This, however,
requires a higher level of education and cudl

Without hiding from curselves the fact thal
the immediate practical task is The reslorafion
of [ransport and the delivery of food, and thal
with productivity at its preseni level we cannok
undertake any extensive tivities, wyou musl
neverlheless keep in mind and carry 1-'1!., i the
sphere of propaganda and education, the lask
of Tull rehabililation on a hasis copmensurale
with cultural and lechnical T'*s]':nrt'r.ul'nh The
olil methods of propaga wmda are outmoded and
kil Te‘:'n.'nil\' apl hied the peasants with
crperal ]n... g af i ; !
sprved as HII.J'..IU['-
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oF nonsense ahout proletarian culiure % sle. bul
we shall very rapidly cure ourselves \r“-J' :IH-\L'-L-JI‘—
NONSCnse which seems very much like an .i||rj|'-
tile disorder. In propasgandia and agitation uJ
i school and sdnli seation, we xll'lr;ll ||mrr1‘
the queslion m a more sabor and .l'.-!:ﬁin:wa.li.’a-l-
manner, a mamer worthy ol {he p(:mlﬂr of
Soviel power who have lenrned s h:'il'uing-:’in ?hll=
EORI e E'-I two years-and who will ¢o to Lhe ]'-f'.'l‘\
anls with a practical, business like und.c" :

cut plan for the reconsiruction -rJ'.-..'IH - :

and will demonstrate that with |-;f|n-:1!itm al it
present lovel the poasant and the :-.'---'.;I'k"]" ‘«‘u—‘l"l’u:
not be ;-jl'-lf- to-carey out this task and u'uili n:r
vseape from filth. poverly. iyphus and Ll'.:il:‘i:l“s.""
Phis practical fask is elearly connerted v.i'hl] IZ'I.I.f.l
laral and educatlisnal improvements and LI.
serve as the central point around which we :11;:*'
group all our Party prepaganda and ,-u-Lix‘i‘iir-L
all our school and exirg-mural lear ||:' -'I"'J..i"
will help lo get a sound grasp ol the |-m.~:u.t_.u--.:..:1

'.'rluis-r--.*:l.n ol Iltll.'- peasant masses and will link up
|4‘r'= generid improvement in cullure and Fa.nlun.lf-
:::;.1 .l ; J_'t:i';':'flti_' cennonme  réguirements o
: an exlent that we shall ioerease s huneds
told the demand of the wor llsﬂ:y_J:-d-“- f|l-n|r]q..:él-:1l.|:'-I'|-
educalion. We are :1?Hr.'.-|l;lﬁ|5' '-..l'f:lL;I Ihlzl.r.:il \;"_
have solved the dillicall war problem in "ul.u
YEears, wi shiall solve a still more (iff ult .'rrcl-ll.
ll_-m-- the eullural and educalional It .'-Ial-'v; i
five Lo ten years. T
a ‘,l_,-ﬁ_..,'r,!f,.;l” Lhe ideas 1 wished to express 1o vou.

ke Bl A T

Fraom SPEECH DELIVERED
AT THE THIRD ATE-RUSSIA CONGRESS
OF WATER TRANSPORT WORKERS
March 135, 1920
Earlier revolutions perished beeanse [he work
anuble to retain power by means of
4 fivin dietatorship and did not realise that they
spuld nol retaim powar by dictatorshiy, by force.
by coercinn alone:; power can be maintaimed waly
e ol cultured.
sdive capitalism and
il these people, Whin

by adopling the whale exp
teehnically-equipped. progr
by enlisting the services ol
workers undertaking the job of management [or
lhe first time adopl an unfriendly attifuds
towards the experl, Lh '

who only recently was a _directo

millions and oppressed itie w

ditel o doubt the majorily of you also say

these workers have only t begun fo move
lowards communismi. [f communism could be
built wilh experts who were not imbued with
the hourgeois oullook, thal would be ¥ery casy;

hut speh commiunism is a mylh, We know thal

aothing drops from the skies: we know thal
i s out ol eapilalism and can b

reminunls: they are bad

OTITLIISEN £
B!t
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:'~~.=.||||:-a:ll-: it i lrue, bul lhere are no athers,
Whoever dreams of o myihical  conmmunism
should be driven from cvery Dusiness conlerence,
and only these should be allowed Lo Femain who
koo how to get things done wille the remmants
ol capilalism. There are tremendous difficultics in
the work, bul it is fruitful work, and every
experl must be freasured as being the only vehicle
of teehnology and eulture, withoul whom there
van be nothing, withont whom (here ean be no
COTIIILLNIS.

Fropda  Moa, =9
i 15,
Al Mo 5
am

THE TASKS OF THE YOUTH LEAGLES

SPEFCH DELIVERED
AT THE THIRD ATL-RUSSIA (ONGRESS
OF THE RUSSIAN YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE

(ictaber 2, U0

he Cangress groets Lenm FHER o Prenierad i
auaftony Comrades, today 1 woulll HKe {0 tatk
on the [mdamental tasks of the Young Com-
munist Leasue and, in thig conneclion, on whal
the south organisalions it a socialist republic
should he like in general,

[t is all the more necessary to dwell on this

may hs

question because in a cerlain sense i1
said Ml it is the vouth that will be Faced
the actual lask of ereating a communist society
t the generation of working

For it is clear that
people Lrought up in capilalist society dan, al
hiesl, aceomplish the task of desfroying the Leplin
dations of the old. the capitalist way of life,
which was bailt onexploitatinn. A bost 1L will
Lie able to accomplish the tasks of en 1l
at will help the prolelariat and
sgey tatain power and lay a firm
i be Lol ot only by oa

4

Aarting o work under the mew

Jdtunilon in wlhich relalions




based on the exploitalion of man by man no
longer exist.

And so, in dealing from this angle with the
Lusks confronting the youth, 1 must say thal
the tasks of the youth in general, and of the
Young Communist Leazsues snd all other argani
sations o particular, mizhl he summed up in
aosingle word: learn,

Of course, this is only a “single ward”, Tt
does nol reply to the prineipal and mosl essen-
tial questions: what to learn, and how o learn?
And the whole peint here is thal, willh [He frans-
tormalion of lhe old, capitalist society, the un-
bringing, (raining and education of the j|-:ﬁ.‘|.|.-'
pencrations thal will create the communisl
stciety cannol be conducted an (he old hines, The
teachii training and education of the yvouth
must proceed from ithe material that has been
lebt to us by the old soeiety, We can build e
munism only on the basis of the totality of
knowledge, organisations and institulions, only
by using the slock of human forees and micans
Liiat have been left o us by the old socieby, Or
by radically remoulding the teaching. or,
tion and training of the youth shall we be ahle
o ensure that the efforts of the younger gener
ation will vresull in the creation of a society [hal
will be unlike the old society. i.¢., in the creation
of a communist society. Thal is why we sl
deal in detail with the question o what we
should teach the youll and how [he vouth should
learn if it really wanis lo justify the name of
communist voulh, and how i should be irainpd
50 a8 lo be able o compleie and consummats
what we have staried,

Thiy Trsk=-of the Youlli Leagucs fh

[ musl sdav that (he Grsloawml most oatoral
reply would seemn to be thal the Youth League.
and the vooth 1o general, who want lo advance
to communism, shouold learn communism.

sul’ this reply—"learn communism™—is too
general. Whal do we need in order fo learn com-
munism? What must be singled out feom the sum
of zeneral knowledge so as Lo acquire a knowl-
edge of communism? Here a number of dangers
arise, which veéry ofien manifest themselves
whencver lhe lask of learning communism is
presented incorrectly, or when it is interpreled
it too one-sided a manner,

Naturally, the firsl lheughl that enlers one’s
mimd is thal learning communism means assim-
ilating the sum of knowledge thal is eonfained
in communist manuals, pamphlets and books.
Bul sueh a definilion of the study of communism
wonld be toe crude and inadequalte: If the study
of eommunizm consisted selely in assimilating
whal is confained in communist books and
pamphlets; we mizght all too easily obtain com-
munist lext-jugglers or braggarts, and this wonld
very offen do us harm, becanse such people,
afler learning by rote what 1s set forth in com-
munist books and pamphlets, swould prove
pable of combining the various branches of
knowledee, and would be unable to aci in the
way communism really demands,

COme of the greatesl evils and misfortunes el
fo us by the old, capitalisl soeicly 15 the complele
rift between books und practical life; we have
had books explaining cverything in the besl

possible manner, vel in mosl cuses these books

B-T4a




ined the mosl [-r'rlii:-i-- 18 anid hypocrilical
a false descrlplion of capilalist sociely.

That iz why il would be most mistaken
merely to assimibal ik knowledge abouf com-
munism, No longer (o onr speeches and articles
M ET FE]TP' reiterate whal used to be said shout com-
munisim, beeause our speeches and articles are
eoppected with our daily work irl all fields. Wilh-
oult work and without siruggle, book knowledge
of cominunism oblained Irom communist umujﬂr
lets and works is absolutely worthless, for it
would conlinue Lhe old separation of theory and
practice, the old rift which was the most pernt-
eipus feature of the old, bourgeois society.

It wolld Lie still more dangerous to sel aboul
agsimilaling only -‘-1'-*-1111-~1|i--.i slogans. Harl we
not realised (his dapger in time; and had we not
dirocted all our efforts to averting Lhis danger,
the half million or millioh young men and
women who would have called themselves Gom-
munists after stodying communism. o this way
would only greatly prejudice the cause of com
I ST

The question arises: how i3 all this to be
blended for the stmdy of communism? What
mus=t we take from the old schools, from the
pld kind of seience? [t was the declared aim of
the old type of school to produce men with an
all-round edocation, lo teach the secicnces in
general. We know that this was ulterly false,
sinee the whole of sociely was based and main
tained on the division of people into classes, inte
f—'"p]nitvf-: and oppressed. Since they were thor-
onghly imbued with the class spirit, the old
schools, naturally gave ].L.u-"'-r".;‘f\* anly o the

t
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children of ‘the bourgeoisie. FEvery waord

falsified in. the interests of (he bourgeolsie.
these sehonls the younger generation of workers
and peasants were nolb so much educated
drilled in the interesls of Ihat hourgeoisic

were frained in such & way as to be ‘J"w[‘llLl ser-
vants of the bourgeoisic, able to creale profits
for it without disturbing its peace and leisure
That is why, while rejecting the old lype ol
schools, we have made it our fask to take from
it only whal we require for génnine communist
education.

This brings me lo the reproaches sml aecnsa
lions which we canstantly hear levelled al tha
old schools, and which oftenr lead lo wholly
wrong conclusions. It is said thai the old school
was a school of purely hook knowledgde, of cease-
less drilling and grinding, That is true, but we
must distinguish between what was bad o the
old Hl:'ltc}u]w and wl is useful to ws, and wo
must be able Lo select from it whal is necessary
[Or commiunism.

The old schools pr'm"'.fl-:.f_i purely book lnowl-
edoe; they compelled t + pupils lo assimilate
a mass ol useless, «npuh'luum and barren lmowl-
edge, which cluftered up the brain and [ mI
ke younger generatipn inle bureaucrals
mented aceording o a single pallern
would mean falling inlo a grave error Io |
to iry to draw the conclusion that one can
heeome a Communist withput assimilating the
weallth of knowledge amassed by mankind. It
wonld be mistaken to think it sulficient to learn
communist slogams and the conclusions of com-
munist setence, wilhout acguiring that sum ol

e
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Inowledze of which compiunism itself is a pesull.
Marsism is  an example which shows how
communism arose ol of - the s of  bhuman
T;||\r.r|.-.-|,-;1:-,

You have read and heavd thal communist
theory—the science ol communism ereated  ju
the main by Marx. this doctrine of Marxism—
has ceased to be the wark of a single socialist
ol the nineteenth ceéntury, even though he was
a genius, and that it has become e doctrine of
milions and tens of millions of proletarians ail
aver the world, whe are applyimg il in their
slruggle against capitalism. Tl yon were 1o ask
why the teachings of Marx have been able lo win
the hearls and minds of millions and tens ol
millions of the most revolulionary class, Lgegh
would receive only one answer; il was becanse
Marx bused his work on the flrm foundation of
e Inpman knowledge acguired under capila
ism. Aller making a studv of the laws govern-
ing the development of human society, Marx
realised he inevitability of capitalism develop-
ing lowards communism. What is most impor
tant is thal he proved this on the sole basis of
a mosl precise, detailed and prelound study of
capitalist sociely, by [ully assimilating all
thal earlier science had produced, He eritically
reshaped everylhing that had been created by
Ly, wilhoul ignoring a single detail.
e reconsi : lo criticism, and
verilicd on the working-class movemenl every-
thing that human (hinking had ereated, and
therefrom {ermulated conclusions shich prople
liemmed in by bourgeois limitations or bound

by bourgeois prejudices could not deav,

human soci

Pashs ol the Yoarth Lo {i3

We mhiusl bear this in mind when, for example,
we talk aboul proletarian eullure. We shall I

unable to solve this problem unless we clearly
realise thal only a precise knowledge anid trabs-
formaltion of the cullure ¢reated by e enbire
development of mankind will enable us to creals
a proletayian culture. The Jatter 15 nol {1i_uiull--ﬂ
out of thin sir; it is nof an mvention of those
who call themselves experts in proletavian cul
ture. Thal is all nonsense, Prolétarian cullure
must be the logical development of the slore of
knowledge mankind has accumulaled under !l}-:
voke of capitalist, landowner and bureaucratic
soeicty. All these roads have been leading, and
will continue to lead up Lo prolelarian cullore,
in the same way as polhbeal economy, s
reshaped by Marx. has shown us whal human
sociely mist arrive ato shown us the passage: to
4 ele, o the beginning of the

=

the class sirugg
proletarian revelulion.

" When we so often hear represenlatives of the
voulth, as well as cerlain advoestes of o new
svelem of edueation, attacking (be old schools,
claiming that they used the system of ¢ramming
Wiz .-L:u,' to {Hem thal we musl [ake whal was
gl in the old schools, We must hot borrow
the: svstem of cnewmbering voung peaple’s
|ni|',[].ch with an immense amounl of knowledge
nine-tenths of whicli was useless and one-tenth
distorted. This, however, dogs nol mean that we
can restricl ourselves to communis conclusions
and learn only communist slogans, You will nel
crenle communism that way, You ean beeoms
L Communist onky awhen yod envich your mind




wilh a Enowledge of all e reasures created by
manlkind -
We hLayve no neeid of eramming, bat we do
necd [o develop and perfect the mind of every
studenl wilh a knowledge of fTondamental facts
Lommunism will beeome an emply word, a
mete signboard, and a Communist a mere boast-
er, if all the kmowledge he has acquired is not
digested dn his mind. You shouold not morely
assimilate this knowledie, bub assimilate it
critically, s0. &8s nol to eram vour mind with
useless hmber, but enrich il with all those facts
that are indispensable 1o the well-educaled man
af today. If a Communist took it inte his head
about his communism beeause of the
d-dried conclosions he had  acquired,
putting in a great deal of serigus and
d work and withont underslanding facts he
should examine eritically, he would be a deplor-
able Communist indeed. Such superficiality
woild be decidedly fatal, Tf I know hat 1 know
little, T shall sirive o learn more: but if a man
savs hat Lie 18 a Communist and fhat he need
not know anything thoroughly, he will never
become anxthing like & Commurnist
The old schopls produced servants needed by
the capitalists: the old séhiools honed men of
seience into men who had to write and say
whatever pleased the |-;|:L1i|;|]i\,"_:-._ We must there-
fore abaolish them. But does the fact that we
musl abolish them, destroy them, mean that we
should not take from them cveryihing mankind
has accumulated Wt is essential to man? Does
it menn that we do not have 1o distinguish

i
It Tasks of Youllh Lepmoaes 1

Gebween wheal woas necessary o capilalism and
what is necessary to communisin? .
We are replacing the old ri_u serieant i!'.t'.‘f]]l;
ods practised in bourge sn_n,;P‘u_'-.rl, afr-fu!'ur.lql.n;
will af the majority, wiih the class-consciom!
discipline ol fhe workers mind peasanis, _lir*;‘hf
combine hatred of the old soeciely with a de e-..-
mination, ability and readiness to unile and
orzanize Lheir Torces for this .--I!'13;54l:: 50 A5 T:'_.
forge the wills ol Ulil]:z;m_ amnil l.1=_u|:1|'f ]'\ ﬂ
millions of people—disunited, and scallered oy {r‘
the territory of o huge L:-!,Jll'l.'ll"'"};_—lll_l.i.’ n_'_ﬁmglt.
will, withoul which defeat is inevilable _‘lﬂr l__’r_‘rnllzl'l:tl
thiz solidarity, withoul lhis conscious -II_°-~‘1'-L1.LI.L
af the » :_-|'Iu.'-'|'-. and peasanis, aur Causc 13 alagels
Tess, WWilkuout th wiz shall e I'_L'.':ell""!-:' o van-
cmish (he capitalists and landowners ol the xr._‘hni::
world, We ¢ not eyven congalidat .1]:1» 11}_11.11.1-
dation. let alone build a new, colpmunist SOCIELY
on that foundation, Likewise, while condenining
the old schools, while harbouring al nb:-'.ﬁluh_‘ly
juslilied and ury | 1L - the old
schools. and appl adi
he wie st i
:iwl;“’;i-_' cvstemn of instruction, the old eramming
and the old drill, with an ability lo acquire I'.h'
cum total of human knowledge, and to avquire
il in such a way Lhat (‘,{'.'mﬁ'llll,']"_u'l_l =hal! IIOTIJ.J!:
somolhing to be learned by rote, but something

nessto destroy

that von vourselyes have theoughl oscr, sbme
thing (hat will embidy L"J‘III_'|'-__I\|\"-I'|‘-' 1r]|-:.'-.1;|_|_.~!;
(rom the standpoint of present-day education. :
That iz the way the maur bEERS should he

)

presenied when we speak of the aim; Jearn

eI Un s
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T shall take a practical example o make this
clear 1o vou, and to demonslrale the approach
to the prablem of how you must learn. You all
know that, following the military problems,
those of defending the republic. we are now
confronted with economic tasks, Communist
sociely, as we know, cannot be built unless we
restore industry and agriculfure, and that, nol
in lhe old way, They musl be re-established on
a mudern basis, i dccovdance with he lasi
word in seience. You know that elpelricily is
thal basis, and that enly aller clectrification ol
the entire counlry, of all hranches of ndusiry
and agriculture, only when you have achieved
that aim, will you be ghle 1o build for yourselves
the communist sociely which [he older genera
Hion will nol be able to build, Confronling you
is the task of economically reviving the whaole
country, of reorganising and restoring: hoth
agriculture and mdustry on modern technical
lines, based on modern seience and technology,
on cleclricity. You realise perfectly  well that
illiterale people eanmot  tackle electrification,
and lhal elemenlary  lileracy iz not  enough
cilther. Il Is imsuffieient to onderstand what
clectricity is; whal is needed is the knowledge
of how to apply it fechnieally in indusiry and
agricullure. o in the individual branches ol
industry and agricallure, T has lo he learnt
for onesell. and it most be faught to the enlite
rising generation of working people. Thal is the
task t.'l'l:,l"|'|'.|,-|"r!5_'l EVery clags-conscions Commuo-
nisl, every young person who regards himsell o
Commiunist and whe clearly understands Lhat,
by joining the Young Commpuiisl Leas

uft Wi Yoully Leugues {3
lias pledged himselt Lo help the Pariy burited
communism and to help Llhe whole yonnger
generalion create a communist soeiety, e musl
realise that he can ereate il UL'.|_\, on the basis of
modern edueation, and if he does not acquire
lhis cedueation communism will remain merely
a pieus wish

It was the task of the older generation to
overlhrow the bourgeoisie. The main tashk then
wis Lo eritieise th ]_Hjl.ll';.\'t..'lllriil', arouse hatred

L
T

ol the hoorgeoisie among the masses, and fosler
plass-ronscionsn and the ability to unile theie
loreps, The aew generation is confronted with
a far more complex task., Your duty does nol
lie only in assembling your [lorees so as lo
uphold the workers' and peasanls’ government
against an invasion mstigated by the capitalists.
O course. you niust do that; thal is something
vou clearly realise, and is distinetly seen by thi
Communist, owever, that is not endugh, You
have to build up & communist seciely. In many
respects hall of the weork has been done. The
old order has been destroyed, just as it deserved,
it hias been turned into a beap of raoins, just
a= 1t deserved Thi ;_’I'n"rl!‘.l(] has been cleared, and
on this ground the younger communist geners
lion niust build a communist society. You are
faced with the task of conslruclion, and you
can aceomplish that task only by assimilaling
all modern knowledge. only il vou are able 1o
transform communism from cnt-and-dried and
memorised formulas; counsels, recipes, prescrip
tions and progeasmmes info (hal living reabily
which glves u o yonr imnmediate work, and
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oly it you gre able {o make communism
guide in all your praclical work,

That is the Task you should pursue in eduoeal
ng, training and rousing lhe entire vounger
generation. Yon must be foremost amone the
millions ol builders of 8 communist sociely in
whose ranks every voune man and vem NE WOSTH
should be. You will oot build a r'.f}iﬂmum st soel
ety unless vou enlist (he mass of FOuRg workers
!I-r:“.' peasanis in the work of buildine commuy
MESI

This naturally brings me to the gquestion of
how we should feach communizin and swhat he
specific features of our methods should he

T first of all shall deal here with the question
al communist ethics '

You must train yourselves to be Communists.,
It is the task of the Youth Li e lo grganise
its practical sclivilies in such a way thal, hyv
learning. organising, uniting and _ilghiiu_s;'.- its
members shall {rain both themselves and  all
those who Tru-ll ta it for leadership; ii should
_Ir:.in Communists. The entire purpose ol ftrain-
ing, educating and teaching the youlh of todaw
should Le to imbue them with communist lll’!llf;'..

il is there ch a thing as communist eih-
ics? 15 there such a thing as commumnist moral-
iy? Of course, there is. It is often suggesled
that we have no clhics of our own: very oflen
tlh— bonrgenisio acense us Communists of rejoct

2 all morality, This is a method of i"II'.'Ll--jI_I'.F_-"
the izsue, of H!ruu.-'_' dust in the eves of |]_.:_;
workers and peasanits, \

In swhat sense do we rejoel ethies

rejecl
merrad by

lis - Yourh  Lesoiies

In the sense given to it by the bowrgeoisic
who based ethies on God's commandmenls. On
this point we, of course, say that we do nol
believe in God. and thal we know perfeclly well
that the elergy. the landowners and the bour-
cenisie involed the name of God so ag to further
their own interesls as exploiters. Or. instead of
basing ethics on the commandments of muoral-
ity, on the commandments of God, lIJ.".':-' i
it on idealist or semi-idealist phrases, which
albways ameounled lo something very similar io
God's commandniciis.

We reject any morality based on extra-human
and extra-class concepts. We say that this is
deception, dupery; stullification ol the workers
and peasanls in the interests of The landowners
and capitalists

We sav thal our moralily is entirelv subordi-
mited fo the interesls of the proletariat’s cl
struggle. Cur morality stems from the inlerests
al the class sirmeggle of the proletariat,

The ald soviety was hased on lhe oppression
ol all the workers and peasanis 11_15 Ihe Tandown-

1 id capilalists. We had to stroy all that,
and overthrow them but to do that we had to
preate unily. That is something that God cannot
create

This. unity ecould be provided only by the
factories, only by a prolstariat trained and
roused from its long slumber. Ooly when thal
class was formed did a mass movement arise
which has led to whal we have now—the viclory
of the preletarian revolution n -one of the weak
est of counlries, which for three vears has beon
repelling the enslagght of the bowrgenisie of the
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whole world, We can see how he proletarian
revolulion is developing all over the world., On
Ihe Dbasis of experience, we now say that only
the prolelariat could have created the solid
foree which the disunited aund scattered peas-
aniry are following and which has withstood
all ooslaughils by the exploiters. Only this class
can help the working masses unile, rally their
ranks awd eonelusively defend. conclusively con-
solidale and conclusively build up a communist
sncpely

That 15 why wo say lbal Lo us thieee is no such
thing a5 a morality that stands outside human
society; that is a fraud, To us moralily is subor-
dinated to the interests of the proletarials class
strugele.

What does thal class struggle eonsist in? Il

in overthrowing the tsar, overthrowing
the capitalists;, and aholishing fthe eapitalist
¢lass,

What are classes in general? Classes are lhal
which permils one section of sociely lo appro
priate the labour of ancther secktion. If oo
seolion of society appropriates all the land, we
have a landeowner class and a peasant ¢lass. 10
one section of sociely awns the factories, shares
and capital, while another section works n
these faetories, we have g capitalist class and a

elarian class.

It was ool diffiealt to deive oui the lsar—that
reguired only a few days. It was not very diffi
ull to drive oul the landowners—that was done
in a few months., Nor was it very «ifficunlt o
drivie oul the capitalisls, But il s incomparably
more difficolt leoabolish classes: we still have

Taska #ff - thie Yoonh Leagiues 141

the division into workers sl peasants, 10 the
peasanl is inslalled on i plot of land and
riates his surplus grain; thal 15, grain that

HI
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he does not need for himself or tor his call
while the rest of the people have to go without
bread, then lhe peasant becomes 2n L:_!'.ple'n?r-fr.
The more grain he elings to, the mort profitable
hie finds i thie rest, et them starve: “Fhe
more they slafve, the dearer 1 ean sell ihis
2 A1) should work according lo a single
COTTAN O

common plan, on common land, in
COTILI O

[actorics and in accordance willl a |
svstem, Is that easy to gttain? You se¢ Hhat b 18
not as easy as |]f.'i\'|u,-; ouf the tzar, The lardown-
prs and the enpilalisis. What is rnguilra-ﬂ is [hat
the proletariat re-educale a section ol lhe pess-
antry: it musl win over the working peasanis
in order 1o crush the resistance ol those peas-
ants who #re rich and are profiting from the
poverly and want of the rest. Hoenee the task ol
the proletarian stroggle s nol quile I"i}i'llEll?le,‘ll
after we have owverthrown the lsar and dpiven
Lo accom-

put the landowners and caplialisis;

3 ry vy | i

plish that is the task of the syslem wé call the
dictalorship of the proletariat, :

Ihe class struggle is conlinuing; it has merely

changed its forms, 1t is the class struggle of the

proletariat te prevend lhe relum o the old
exploiters, o unite mn-a single ynion the scatlered
masses of unenlightened peasants. The ll:l:mr
struggle is continuing and it is our task Lo
suberdinate all infer to  that struggle: Our
communist morality is alsn subordinated to that
task. We say: morality is what serves Lo destroy
the old {1x[§lolt1n;z society and to unite all the
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wor kg peaple around the proletarial, which
is building up a new, o eommunist society

Communist moralily is that which serves this
struggle and unites Lhe wurking people against
all exploitation, ageinst all peliy :’}:'i'-;n!--iu'up-
erly: lor potfy property puls into the hands ol
nie person that which has beet created by the
labour of the whole of sociely, In our country
the land is common property : i

Bul suppose T take g picee of this eommon
properly and grow eon ib lwice ds much prain
as 1 need, and profitesr on the surphis? ‘%171?1_1|_|.3:r_-
L argue (hal the more starving people there nre.
;lla: more they will pav? Would I then he hehay-
ing like a Communist? No, I would be hehaving
like an exploiler, like = proprietor, That musT
be combated. 1 that is allowed (o 20 o1, things
will revert to the rule of the capilulists, to the
rule of the Dourgeoisie, as has more than once
Ejzlj.l]a-'-mau]' in previous revolutivns., To |'arr.‘-.\'nﬁt
Lie restoration of the rule of the capitahists and
the bourgeoisie, we must not allow profiteering;
we must not allow individuals to eprich them-
i-‘elve_ﬂ at the expense of the rest: the working
people must unite with the proletariat and form
a r_‘r'mﬂrul!ni«i society,. This s the principal
feature of the fundamental lask of the League
and the organisalion of the communist vouth,

I'ie old socicty was based on the :!rrme'-jpia.
tob or be robbed; work for olhers or make
olbers work for you: bhe a slav REY. OF 4
slave. Naturally, people bronght up in such g
saciely assimilate with their mother's milk, one
might say, the psychology, the habil, the con-
cepl which says: you are eilher a slave-owner

Fanilli Leaghies

or a4 slave; or dlse, 4 simall owoer, a  pefly
cmploves, a pelly olfficial, or an inlelleclual—ix
short, a man who is concerned only with him
self, and does not care a rap for anvbody else.

If 1 work this plot of land, I do-not care a
rap for anvbody else; i others starve, all the
beller, [ shall get the more Tor my grain, I ]
have & job as a doctor, engineer, leacher, or
clerk, T do not earc a rap lor anybody else. If
I tondy tu and please the powers thot be, [ may
be able to Livep my job. and cven gel on in life
and bécome A hourdeots. A Commuonisl caniol
harbour such a psychology and soeh sentiments.
When the workers and peasanks proved thal
hey were able, by their own efforis, lo defend
themselves anid create 4 new society—Llhal was
he Beginning of the new and communist educa
tion, education in the struggle against the ex-
ploiters, educalion in alliance with the proleiarial
against the self-seekers and petiy propriefors.
against the psvehology and habits which say:
| seek my own profit and don't care a rap for
anything else,

That is the reply to the gquestion of how the
voung and rising generation should learn eom-
munism,

gvery step in it i

with the continueus struggle the proletarians
and e working people are waging against the
old society of exploiters. When people tell ns
aboul moratity, sy to a Communizst all
moralily lies in this uniled discipline and cor-
seious mass struggle against the exploiters, We
do not belicve in ap etermal morality, and we
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ixpose e falseness ol all  the Tables aboul
movality, Moralily serves the purpose uf helping
human soelely rise o a higher Jevel and rid
ilsell of the exploitation ol labour.

I'n achicyve lhis we néed lhat generation ol
voung people who began to reach political
maturity in the midst of a disciplined and
desperale struggle against the bourgenisie. In
this struggle tial generation is training genuine
Communistz: it must subordindte o this strug-
gle, il link up with i, each step in its siodies.
education and baining. The educabion of the
communisl youth musi consist, not m giving
them suave lalks and moral precepts. This is
net what educalion consists in. When people
have seen the way in which their fathers and
maothers lived under the yoke of the landowners
and eapilalists; when they have themselves
expericnced the safferings of those who began
the strugele against lhe exploiters; when they
have seon e sacrifices made o keep what has
heen won, and seen whai deadly enemies the
landowners and capitalists are—they are tat
by these conditions to become Gommunmsts.
Communist morality is bazed on the struggle for
the consolidalion and complelion of communisn
That is also the basis of communist lraining,
education, and teaching. That is the reply to the
question of how commiunism should be learn!

We could nol believe in teaching, Llrainmg
and education if they were restricted only o
the schoolroont and diverced from the lermient
of lite. 45 long as the workers and peasants are
oppressed by the landowners and capitalists,
and as long as the sehivols are controlled by the
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1 EFETLETa
MOt ‘-}LT: i schools
must provide the youth with Lhe
of knowled the ability o evolve cotnmunisl
views imdependentiyv; they make efducated
peaple of the youth. While e are attending
sehiool, they must learn lo bocome participants
in the struzgle for cmancipstion from  (he
exploiters. The Young Communist League will
justify its nmme as the League ol the young
communisl geperalion only when overy siep in
its teaching, Lo amd educalion iz linked up
with pariicip 16 ol
all working people against '
are¢ well aware Lhat, #s long as Russia remains

i, - ok |
fondamentals

workers' republic and the old, bour-

geols system exists in e re i the world, we
shall be weaker than they are, and be conslantly
threatened wilh ¢ sw o aftack; and thal only
it we learn e s ) stted shall we win
m- the
strenglh—Dbecome really o
a Communist means thal you ksl

unite the entire young generabion and

example of training and discipline in this

sale, Then you will be able to start building

and brimg it

1 il guioke an
example. eall ourselve: iats. What
is a Communist? Comimonist i3 a Latin word
Campanis % The Lstin | commoen’ . Commun-

ist socicty 15 4 socieiv in which sl things the

the fartories—are owned oo comnion and

e work i common, Phal s ool s




vio Lo Taemin

it possible to work in common if each one
works separately on his down plot of land? Work
in common cannet be brought aboul all af once.
That is impossible. Tt does not drop [rom thw
skies. It comes throogh teil and suffering; it I3
created in The course of strugele, The old bools
are of no use heve: no one will believe Lhem.
One's own experience ol lile is needed. When
Kolchuk and Denikin were advancing from
Siberia and the Seuth, the peasanls were on
their side. 1They did not like Bolshevism because
the Bolsheviks logk Lheir grain at a lixed price.
But when the pesssnts i Siberia and Lhe
Ukraine experienced the rule of Kolchak waid
Denikin, theyr realised Lhal they had only one
alternatise: eitl i go Lo the capilalistz, who
would at onee hand them over  inle  slavery
under the landowners: or o follow he workers,
who. il i3 true, did nol promise a land fowing
with milk and honev, apd demanded sron dis-
cipline and fivmness in an arducus struggle, but
would lead lhem oul of eoglavement by the
capitalisty and lsndowners. When even the
ignoranl peasanis saw and realised this from
their own experience, they became conseious
adbherents of commumism, who had gone throuzgh
a severe school. It is sueh experience that musl
form e hasis af all the activilies of the Young
Communist League;

I have replied to the stions of what we
musl learn, what we must lake from the old
schoels and fram the old science. | shall now
try to answer the gquestion of bow (his must be
learmt. The answer is) only by inseparably link
ing each step in lhe adtivities of Lhe schools,

Fhe Tasks of the Youlh Lengues

rach step in lraining, edocabion and teaching.
with: the struggle of all the working people
gerainst the explod

I shall quote a few examples from Lhe
egperienice of the work of some of the youth
prganisations so as to illustrate how this lrain

1
1
1

ing in ecommunizm shonld proceed, Everybody
is talking aboul sbolishing illiteracy, You know
that a communist sociely ecannot be built in
an illiterale counlry. It is not enough for the
Soviel government to issue an ovder, or lor the
Party to issue a particular slogan, or lo assign
4 certain number of the best workers lo this
task. The young generalion itsell must lake up
this work., Communism means that e youlh,
lhe voung nen and women who belong lo the
Youlh League. should say: this is our job; we
shall unile and go into the rural dislricls to
abolish illiteracy, se that there shall be no
illiteratps among our ¥ pueople. We  are
trying to gel the rising ition o devole
their activities to thiz work, You know thal we
cannot rapidly transtorm an ignoranl and ilif
erate Russia into a Bterate epunlry. Dut if the
Youllh League sets to work-on the job, and if
all young people work for e benefit of all, the

oue, with a membership of 400,000 young
men and women, will be entitled lo eall itsell
a Young Communist League, Tt is also a task
of the DLeéague, npol only O acgurre e ledoe
ileelf, but to help those woung J:-'-l,%lﬁ who are
pnable to exiricale lhemselves by their own
efforts from the tolls of Miteragy. Being a
member of the Youlh League means devoting
one's labour and ciloris to lhe common cause,
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That is what o communisi cducalion means
Only in e course of such work do young men

and women b me real Communisls., Only I

they achieve practical resulis in Lhis work will
they hecome Communists,

T'ake. for example, work in lhe suburlan
vegetable gardens, s thal net o real
work? It is one of the lasks of the Young Com
munisl League. Peog re slarving: lhere s
hunger in the faclories. To save ourselves from
starvation; vegetable g s mmust be developed
But farming i3 being carried vn in the old way.
Thepefore, more elass-conscions elemenls should
engage in this work, and then vou will find that
the nombor of vegetable gardens will increase,
lbeir acrease will grow, and the results will
HEPTOvE. The Younu Comimunis! leacone must
take an active parl in this werk. Every League
amd League branch should regard
duty,

The ¥Young Communisl League mugsl a
shock loree, ]Ii']['-il‘:'__-_' it LV ETY _iuj_l anl -]i%pl;’]_'.-
ing initiative and enlerprise. The League should
be an organisation enabling any worker o seée
that il comsists of people whase teachings he
P Jiml"' daes nol understand, and whose feach-
ings he mayv nol inmnediately believe, but from
whose practical wark and aclivity he can see
il i1|||:'} are reatly [.»'—n'-|'-i|> .1.']1_-". ATE .~|.r'.'\1':|||_;1_' him

1'!-IJ-,|"|"!_ { ||1L|]‘|'|I|11|-| T.I':_-’l_l_{[!'.‘- fails L
ardanise its woark in this way i all fields, il
will hean II';;l' it 13 reverfing to the old bouwr-
geois path, We must combine our education with
the strugele nr' the working people against the

exploilers, 30 as io help

the tasks sel by the t
The members ol the League should ;
spare hour to improve he vegeiable :::LJ'z'Llu ur
tien of vonng po 1|_!J,|_ al
factory, and so en. We wani to lransform
Russia {rom a poverly=sivicken and wrelched
country inte oneé lhat is wealthy, The Young
Commnist League must eombine iis educalion,
learning and training with the labour of the
workers and peasants, so as not o confine itsell
te schools or te reading communist books and
pamphlets. Only by working side by side willy the
workers and peasanty ¢an one become a genuine
Communist. 1t has (o be generally alised that
all members of the Youth Te »are literate
people and at the same [ime are kt_'ﬂ al their
jobs: When everyong sees that we have owsted
the old drill-ground methods from the old schools
and have replaced them with conselous discipline,
that all young men and wWom take part i
subbolniks, and ntibse every suburbag farm
help the population—npeople will cedse L) regard

li'.l_u.'-i.:l' Eu l‘nr r-]'l WA

Lie task of the Young Communist Leag

|
¥

l ganise assistanes everpwhere, in village
t-ilx |:|n|_ .. in such matlers as 4 T shall take
a small example—publie hygiene or the distri-
butinn: of Tood. How was Lh'l_, done in the old,
capitalist society? Everybody worked only for
himself and nobody cared a straw Por The aged
and the sick, or whether housework was :
inoanly of the women. who, i

were in a condilion of eppression

servifude, Whose business is it o combal this?




It 15 the business of the Youih Leagues, which
must say: we shall change all this: we shall
organise detachments of veung people who will
help to assure public hygiene or disteibute food.
who  will conduct svstematic house-to-house
mspeetions, and work in an organised wav for
[l b of the swhole af =aed by, distribubing
their forces properly and demonstr
Iabwiny musl be organized

The gencration of people who are now at the
nge ol fty eannol expect fo sce a commpnis
socicty, This generalion will he gone hefore
then. Bui the gencration of those who are now
fifteen will spe a communist sociely, and will
itself build 1his soeicly, This seneration shonld
know that the enlire purpose of their lives is
lo build & communist society. In the old society,
cach family worked separately and labour was
nal organised by anybody except the landeown-
crs and capitalists, who oppressed the masses
of the people. We must organise all labour, no
matter how Ioilsome or messy il mav he, in
such o way that every worker and peasant will
be able to say: T am part of the great army of
free labour, and shall be able to build up my
lite without the landowners and ¢ -11'._[:L1i‘~l‘|. alle
to help eslablish a communist systemn. The
Young Commumist League should teach all
voung pepple o engage in conscious and dis-
ciplined lahour fro ' et I tHis way
we can be confident thal problems now
comfronting us will be solved Feomiusk assume
that no le: ten years will be required for
the cleatr fion af the coumiry, so that our
Impove ..‘:lh'l land may profit from the |alesl

This Tasks of the: Yoath  Leagoe i34

achievements of technology. . the gener-

altion of :]‘.l-:"il'- '\-'}‘”' are oW ' i"l'i|'|':"; odd,
anel will be liv ; in len
or lwenfy vears’ time, ..|i’..-Llll.L tackle all ils
educalional lasks in such a way that every day.
in every village and cily, the young people shall
mgage in the practical solution of syme problem
of labour in COMMOINL, GV J:mu-rh the smallesl

ar Lhe simplest. The success of communist con

struclion will he assured when this is done in
pyvery village. as communist emulation aLs;u:i-.;‘;}_w_;.
and the vouth preve that they can umite their
labour. Only by regarding your every siep from
the standpoint of the sucress of that consiruc.

tion, and only by asking ourselves whether we
have done all wo can lo be united and politi

gallv-conscious working people will the Young
Commumist Lesgue suceeed in uniting ils hali
4 million nmembers into a single army of labour
and win universal respect, |(Storimy applise.)

Warksz,
FoR ]




ON PRHOLETARTAN CULTT
We see from Fzpest
address o the iJr'l.ll-...
Lunncharsky sai hat
._.Il_r"l_u harsky said lhings that re dinmetric
atn appasite to what he an6d

veed Hpon
rlav .

o 1% L'Tr.‘i_l’-'l © it & drafl vesolulion fof the
lel.- |T5|r*lli:l.;|“l.-.'m:f;‘l,j‘é.\:f:i. IRy Fl drawn up with
ihe Aifins 1 that it should be
\I.n.ﬂ'_l I By i en tral Commillee. in fime 1o
|"|.'1'-'€I. _-'n 1'i'-' vole af ihs pery session of
1{1}5 .T‘ rolelo . L of the ‘-.:'IIHJ‘;_-IJ i,,r';rmn'l

: hothh by the -J-I-s'-'ml._ ot !:

“—[ le's Commissarial of Education and by

l' afenll

58, J.-ugzu the Conoress g
._'Lu-_f-l."lg?| today, = ;

BRAFT BESOLTTHON

All pducational work in the Sos el Repuh-
Dy and peasants, in the feld of poht

neral and in the field of are

-_:.!s-.;-i.L_:f be imbued with (he apirit

| i peing waged by the pro

gl for the s stul achievement ufrilh\

Lric-

i Prolelarkil

aims of ils diclalorship, Le., the overthrow of
i bBourgeoisie_ (e abholition of classes. and the
elimin [ all forms of cxpleitalion of man
bv man

2} He 16 proletariat, bolh through s
vanguard—thas Communist Par ty—and through
the o ‘pes of proletarian arganisations in
general, should display the wtmost aclivily and

L

-l._?}'.l‘\. L g part in all the work of public

eduédtion
31 All the experience of modern history and,
the mare than  half-century-old
- struggle of the proletarial of all
connlries sinee the sppearance of the GCemimt-
s unpnestionably demonstrated
that the Marxist world outloek is the only lruc
CEPTESSI0M -'JF the imferests. The ﬁ-“:it"'ﬁ.']"nl'Ji'l'lf'. anid

culture of the: revolutionary [.Jrul*-izu' 18

w0 it historic significaner
ey ot revolulionary pwl- rial
far from sting the most waluable
enis of the hourgecis epoch, il has, on
assimilated and refashioned every
lue in the more thap two lhousand
the development ol human thoughi
cultore. OUnly further work on this basis
ion, ingpired by the practical
proletarian diclalorship as the
sirngele against every form of
be recogmised as the develop

next Wenifesfno !

genipine prolelar culture
'}: Adhering wnswervingly o this stand of
prinoi e All-Russia  Proletenll  Congress
rejects 1n . most resolule manner, as theorel
and  practically harmiul, all
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atlempts to invent one’s own particular branid of
:‘ullur.u'-, o remain  isplated in :—e:lL'—[nn!.-tim-;{'[
u::g:unﬁa*-il‘-p.\, o draw a line dividine the field
ol work of the People’s Commissarial of Fdu-
calion and he Proleteult, or te sel up a Pio
eleult “autonomy™ wilhin establishments under
[l]n_' People’s Commissariat of Education and eo
torih. tin the contrary, the Congress chjoins all
F‘I;I.lll_'LL ult organisations to fully cansider them
selves m duty bound te act as auxiliary hodies
of the nelwork of establishments under the
Prople’s Commissurial of Edneation. and toi
accomplish their tasks under the general suidance
of' the Soviet aunlhorilies "mr—.rllﬁu*.-l‘.-]'».h-;u the
IT{‘f*nplr"rs ‘LiﬁilﬂTli-‘-.\tll‘:i’[ ol Education) und of the
tssian Commiunisl Parlv, a3 nar 1 tasks
of the proletarian dictatorst A

Comrade Lunacharsky says thal his words
.rl:ﬂ-{- been distorted. In that caza this resolufion
ig needed alf the more ureently,

on Cefober 8, 109%

3 . Coitlected Worky
it fao, § Val, 812 pp. o ais-15

ROUGH DRAFT OF A BESOLUTION
ON PROLETARIAN CULTTURESE

1. Not specisl ideas bui Maryism.
2, Not an ineentfion of a pew prolelarian

culture, but the development of the best exam-
ples, fraditions and achievements of the exisling
cullure from the piciopaind of the werld ootlook
of Marsism and the conditions of the life and

struggle of the proletarial i lhe epoch ol ils

diclalorship.

J. Not in dsolalion from the People’s Gom.
missarial ol Educalion, but as parl of il lor
the Russian Communist Party —+— the People's
Commissarial of Education=prolelarian cullure

L. Close conneclion of the Proletenlt with and
subordination lo the People’s Commissariat of
Eduration.

5. In no way

Written oo Cielober 8,

* The manuseript breaks off bere—Fd.




aPEECH
DELINVERED AT AN ALT-BESSIA
CONFERENCE OF POLILICAL EDUCATION
WORKEBS OF GLBERNTA
AND UYEZD EDUCATION DEPARTMENTS

Novembey 3, 103057

Comrades, allow me
\'I"]J.l" of whic
Commi Lee UT the Communisl Parly and Iy the
Couneil of Peaple’s Commissars
wilh the formation of hed |

in connectinn
Commiittes for
came: o me in
submitled to  the
airimissars, This dralft was
5a |I."|_.‘-I-‘- :ifs details have still

Polilical Education. while others

conneclion with the drafl

Council of

adopled v lay a

to be discussed.5®
[ shull permit myself only lo

say, laor my
part, that al first | was highly

; : FhUy. averse o oany
ciiinge In (e name of vour inslitul in my
opinion., the funcbon of the Peg Commis
and
inrienee has taughl
arl |I|__i.‘s A% s‘-?'lih ish ln[l"", iter all,

sariat of Eduealion is to ||r-‘lj people learn
beach «
me lo re

any title is a joke in its way. '\Ii-uill! iame has

3 *ux aoviel ey

now been endorsed: the Chief

. Commillee for
Political Education

to speak on several ideas,
L were dealt with by the Central

R pPAF A

A< this maller has alreadwy been decided, you
must take this as nothing e 1 1 personal
remark. 1 the maller is v 1o
a change of label, it Is only to be welcomed,

i we succeed in drawing mews people 1010
cultural and educational work, it will not be
just a change of tille, and Then we ean recoh-
cile ourselves to 4 ] wiakness of stick-
ing a label on every new unde L'Illllall 1 and every
nesy mstitution. If 4 . we shall have
achieved somelhing more tha ar before.

The Link between education —wr] our poliey
should be lhe chief inducement in making peo
ple join us in our oy fural and c{]m 1Tinljl"=! '1'.'UI'L_.
A title may express something if there is a need
{or it, for al the whole luu; af our cduca-
tional work we have to abandon the old stand
point that education should be nan |_|-'rl tieal; we
canpot econdiet educational work in isolallon
from politics.

Ihat idea has always predominated in bour-
geois society, The very lerm “apolitical” ar
“Snon-politic al"? wation 18 o piece of hourgeois
|"|‘-'|J->'.u-" v, nothing bul humbuggery prao Lol L!|1|
e masses. 98 per cenl of » hionn are humilialed
and degraded by the rule of the chareh, privale
p_r;.:l-u-:'i_"} and the like. Thal. in\i\;u_ {, 1% the way
the bourgeoisie, §till in Fhe saddie in all bour
CeOLE l_"1'll|':r:‘ i is deceld o 1he mMasses, A
g 3 Hie impertanceé of @ polilical
apps |:1hl|f in sucheountries, (he less its independ
onece of capital and its policy.

I all bourgeois siates the copnection between
the political apparatns and educatic g VETY
strong,  altheugh  bourgeo:s ciely cannol




.1, Leain

lrankly ack ¢ g I;
Suldh knowledge it. Nevertheless, this socie
indoctrinates S

the masses throus the ¢ ‘t:ll
and the institution of m'ix-].-:lk:-dsllsttrf:ilil‘i -l.h““:h

Il 15 one of our basic tasks lr_:_LuuL1':1]":.E-'~'{ our
own lruth Lo bourgeois “lruth”. and u:'iln ":'
recodmition fuls i
) .L'l.u: ='_r_;ms'=l'||-1! from bourgeois secicty to the
PAICY. of the prolelariat is a VETY L]-.;lll.i-'-T'Llll.‘ :rl'-
all the more so for the bourgeoisie is fﬂ-:ﬁ"::- '1+[' i
slandering us through its entir -:1i;£-e'u:;_;:uin n\r

O TR EAE S l: i i | Ii
1|_ pju,:.quua. and agitation. It honds every effort
O play down an even more imrfits 1 on

S T SeoR an ed rlant mission
ot he dictatorship o the prolelarial, ils eduea-
brnal missiorn, which g ! 5

. articalarly j t
; [ 1Y HOporta
in Russis, where he i sl

<ot .pl'l'{?'L"".;.-Jj'.i."ll. conslitnfes a
e e population. Yet in Russia this
I...)n;.i,u,lrj.llijl Iljir.,it{‘PL 51\-:-.: priority, for we must
yeepere it masses to build up socialism. The
atorsiup ol the prolelarial would have bee
out ol lhe: question if, in fhe Ri:*ut'x-'lgl- hn" :jjl
Lhe ‘rh'h';n';.{-_".'iei(:. the proletariat hn.-IT':;m[a[:i‘::-[:Tt
.L~p{:;'i a keen class-consciousness, strict disci Jl.'
and profeund devolion, in other words, & “P- t]lm:
qualities required to assure etariat’

IJ-.J'l'I'I;I'!]i"i.I' viclory over ils old enemy
‘l"n:. do not hold the utopian view that h
working masses are ready I"uji' a socialis o -
From nrecise [aets e a socialist _“I”’-Ll*-'LT
(o e l-\ -I_‘r-tll".;_l_i.l\_ll. by the entire his-
Wy ol 3 dng-class sociglism we know thal
~.;|j|-L':t ;..'\.]I-|I| the case; and thal preparedness for
J--.-\“L‘i';'-s?;‘: |; El's.'..'.EL.|{.‘I\.|.'.}!'1r'I‘{ by large-scale indusiey,
.'!."” ke strnggle and by polilical oreanisa-
o, be win the viclory and decomplish  1he
.'3l|-f'?EI]_!=. revolution, lhe I'I."-'l]=‘|-'LL';p.'i_. r|':1':ln! In-
capable of concerled action, of -J-‘.':_-t'f_.’lr;m-'|'||.!l=
(=3

the proletariat’s

Specch at o Conterstice. ol Felitivnl Fdueation Workers {50

the exploilers. We now see lhal al has anguired
all the necessary qualilies, and thal il translated
them into dction when il won power.
Fducation workers, and lhe Gommunist Party
as the vanguard in the struggle, should eonsider
it their fundamental task to help enlighien and
instruel the working masscs, i order 1o easl ol
the old ways and habiluated rouline Wwe have
inherited vom the ald sestem. the private prop
crly habits the masses are lhoroughly imbued
with. This fundamental lask of the entire social
ist pevolution should never be neglecled during
consideration of the particular problems lhal
have demanded so much attention from the
Party’s Ceniral Commiltee and the Gouncil of
People’s Commissars. Whal kind of slructure
should the Chicf Commities for Political Edu-
calion have? How should il be linked up with
other institutions? How should if be linked up,
nol only with the centre hul with local bodies?
These guestions will be answerad by gomrades
who sre more compelenl in the malter, have
already gained considerahle experience, and
have made a speeial study of the matler. |
would like merely lo stress the main prineiples
involved, We must put the matter frankly and
openly affirm, despile all the old unlruihs, thal
education canmot bul be linked up with polilics.
We are living in an historie period of struggle
against the workl bourgeolsie which is far
ranger than we are. At this stage of the strug-
r wi have to safeguard the development ol
the revelution and eombal tha hotirgeoisie ih
the military sense and still more by means of
pur ideology. through educalion, so that the




Usages and convielions
wr‘[\mﬂ tlass in the course of T \
Hde tor political lhberty—ihe sum folal
4 |"I.';'ih;|"'& 'I]':.fjh-._‘..‘-' .":i]-"| 'il%\"'['- ‘-'|.'|<'|1|=i'] BETVE AR
mslrament tor the education of all working
runplr‘. it is for the prolefarviat to decide how
he latter ave o be educated. We must inculcate
 the working people the realization that il is
impossible and mexcusable to sfand aside 1n
the proletariat’s struggle, which is now spread-
1Ny more and more toall l,."i['!.. Lalist coanlries 1a
the world, and Loy stand aside in international
polities, An alliance of all the world’s powerful
capitalist countries against Soviet Hus sl
iz the real basis ol international politics today.
And il must, after all, he ¢l Lhat on this
will depend th ¢ of hundreds of millions of
working people in Lhe eapiialist countries. We
know that, ot (he presenl momenl, ther
a corpner of lhe earllr which is not L the
conlrol 'of a small group of eapilalist counlries.
Thus the situalion is shaping in sgeh o way U
one i faced with the aliernstive of standing
alool [rom the presenl s h
proving one’s utler lack of political conseio ;
ness, jusl like ihose ]-u-n.f-hn'l |_'|\_l,-|_._- who have
gld aloof rom the revol nand the war and
do nol see The bourgeoisic oss deception of
he muasses; the deliberate wav in which the

bon isie 15 keepine he m § 10 IFOTEHNCE:
or else of joining the steogele for the diclator
shipof the proletariat.

Ii i= with absolute frankness
of 1hiz struggle of the prolebar
musl choose between joining our
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nther side. Any atlempt lo avoid faking sides in
this issue Tnust end in fiasco.

Ohservalion ol the many remmnants of the
Kerensky gang, the Soeialist-Revolitionaries amnl
the Social-Democrals, as represented by the
Yudeniches, Kolehaks, Petlyuras, Makhnos and

rs, has shown us such @ variety of forms
and shades of counler-revolullon in yarious
parts of Bussia thab wo have tvery resson to
consider oursolves far more steeled in the strug
gle lhan anybody else i3 3. {.;LLL;J:_-; al V\-’r—&tp.rﬂ
Imrope shows the same (hing happening there
as in our counlry—a repotilion of our owh
history. Almost cverywhers elements similar to
the Kerensky gang are to be mel aloogside the
hourgeoisie. They predomipate in o numbes of
countries, espe eially Germany. One can see tbo
same (hing everywhere—the impossibility of
laking an intermediate posifion. and = clear
realisation thal there must be cither a while-
auard diciatorship (for which the bourgeoisie
of all the countries of Western Europe are pre-
p;u"uu- Ly arming againsl us). or the dictatorship
of the proletariat, We have experienced this so
acutely and [mlm*mlJv ihat Lhere is no necd
for me to lalk at length aboul the Russian Com-
munists. Mence there can be only a single con-
clusion. one that should be the corner-stone ol
all arsuments and theories about the Chiel
|.||‘!'_'|]||li|=_|'.|:- for Political Edueation: the primacy
of the Communist Party's policy must be {rank
Iy recognised in the work of that body., We
know of no other form of guidanee; and oo
other has been evolved m any couutry, Parlies
may represent the inlerests of their elass in one

1983




degree or another; Lhey imay underge changes

or modilications. but we do nol wet know of

any better form. The énlire course of the sirie
gle waged by Soviel Russia, which for three
years | rithstood the opslaught of  world
imperialism, is bound up with the fact that the
Party has conseious dy sel oul Lo help the pro
letariat pertorm its funclion of educator, organ-
iser amd leader, wilhout which the collapse of
capitalism is impossible. The working masses,
the musses of peasanls und workers, must oust
the old intellectualist habils and re. edieate
themselves for the work of buillding communism
Otherwise the work of construction cannot
be undertaken. Our enlire experience shows
that Lhis iz a very serious malicr, and we nnul
therefore give prominence o Parly primacy
and never lose sight of il when diseussing our
aclivities and our organisational development.
How this is to be done will still have to be
diseussed al length; it will have to be discussed
in the Party’s Central Commiltee and in the
Council of People’s Commissars. The decree
which was endorsed vesterday laid down lhe
fundamentals in respect of the Chief Commiltee
for Political Education, but it has nol vel tone
through all the slages i the Conneil ..I'Ll’-.-l."l:-lt:'.-;
Commissars. The decree will be published within
the nexl fow !l\b amid ¥ will ‘spe thal ijts
final form makes no direct mention of relations
with the Party

We must, however, know and remember that,
in law and in practice, the Constitution of the
soviet Republic is buased on the tenet that the
Party rectifies, prescribes and builds according
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to a single prineiplé—io sle the commumist
elements linked wii e prolelarial o imbue
ihe prolelariat with their own spivit, win i
adherence, antd op ils eves to the 1
deceil which we have been lrying 50 long fo
climinate. 'The Pegple's Commissarinl of Edu
cation: has gone lhroush a lomz 4l 'lv- for
g lope hme the fcachors’ erganisation
the socialislt revolution, Rourgeols prejudices
have struck very L';L-r‘:y rool among the teachers.
Ihiere has along ¢ v in the form of
¥ L . s bourgeniz prej-
udices, and we have o fgh : for the communist
posilions slowly, step L}' sfep and win them.
The Chiel Committes for Political BEdueation,
which is coucerncd wilh extra-mural eéduecation,
the work of educsting and enlightening the
masses. 15 Iaeed withy the clear task of combin-
ing Parly leadership with the effort to gain the
wdberence of, o imbue with its spirit and to
animate with ils initiative, this half-million
strong army of teachers, this vast imstitution
whicli is now in the service of Lhe workers,
Fducation workers—the tedchers—were trained
in the spiril hourgeeis prejudices and habils,
in a spirit hostile to: the proletarial, with which
they have had no ties whalever, We must now
trgin a pew army of h"h hers and  mstractors
who mmust be inoclose Louel 'u--l'i: the Party and
it& 'u]ﬁ-o..x': b .ml._:n- fl with its spirit, and atirac
§5€8 L'-I' WOTrkers istilling the spirit ol
i their interes!
in whs |l is being B J.\_\ the i..:_-llﬂ 1
Sinee the old eustoms, habits and ideas mus!
be discarded, lhe Chiel Gommiltee for Palitical
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Education and ils personnel are faced with a
mast mmporvtanl task. which they musl keep
uppermost in their minds. Here we indeed have
a dilemma: how van we éstablish a bnk between
the teachers, most of whom aré of the old
school, with Party members, with the Comm
nigks? 'That is an extremely difficplt problem, one
that will regoire a considerable amount of
thought,

Let us consider the means of establishing
droanisational Jinks belween people who ars so
dilferent. In principle, we cannot for & moment
doubl the need of the Communisl Parly’s pri-
nacy, 'k_-'-'.‘r]]E'{':qL'l[‘.'l‘t”j. o the purpese of |.IlL‘lii]'}‘.§}| cl-
I‘I.Ll"': of political :-rnf-'iru.:“."i{-.-:, 15 lo lrain genuine
Communists capable nf stamping out falsehood
and prejudices and helping the working masses
o vanguish the old svstem and build LtI_: a slate
without capitalists, withouot exploiters, and wilh-
oul Fandowners. Hew can [hal be done? Only
by acguiring lhe sum total o knowledge that
the teachers have mherited from the hourseoi
sie. Without this the technical ;-r-.h's--tu_-|_|u.nzj.3 of
sommunism will be impossible, and all hopes
tar lhose achievements would be pipe dreams.
So the question arises; how are we to organise
these people. who are nol used (o bringing
wlitics into their work, especially the polilies
that is to our advantage, ie., politics essential
to communisim? That, as | bave said, is a VETY
difficull problem. We have discuzssed the matter
in the Central Committee, and in discussing il
have tried o lake into sceount the Ir:saa.'m: of
experience. We think that a congress like the
one T am addressing foday, a econference like
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yvours, will be of greal value in this respect
Every Parly Commillee now has to look from
a new angle upon every propagandisl. who used
Lo be regarded mevely as a man belonging (o a
delinite cirele, a definite organis Each of
them belongs o a ruling party which directs the
wholo state and the Soviel Russia's world strug-
gle against the bourgeois systom, He is a repre-
senlalive of a fighting ¢lass and of a parly
which runs. and must run, an enormons machine
of state. Many 8 Communizst who has  been
hrough the splendid school of underground
work and has been tested and steeled in the
struggle is unwilling or unable to undersland
the full significance of this change, of this
(ransition, whieh turns the agifator and propa-
gandist into a leader of agilators, a leader 11
a huee political organisation: The kind of title
he iz given, even if it is an embarrassing one
stch s superi 2t oo general schoels—does
not matter much: what is important is that he
should be gapable ol direcling [he mass of
teachers,

It should be said thal lhe hubdieds of Lhou-
sands of teachers constifute 5 body [l g
get the work moving, stimulate thought, and
comhbat the prejudic lhat to this day sHl
P amnng the masses. The herilage of cap

culture, the fael that the mass of {he

are imbued with s defects, which

provent them from being Communists, should
ool deter us From admitbicg these lsachers inlo
the ranks of the political education workers; for
these teachers possess the koowledge withont

wliich we cannol
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We must pul lumdreds of thousands of usefu!
peaple 1o work in the ser ol communis]
education. That is & task that was accomplished
al the front, in nur Red ."u.‘."i"\_ into which toos
&
were incorporated. In the l-*n--lln process oOf
re-education, they became welded w U the Red
Armiy, as they ||T1|]'l'll ely proved by their victo-
ries. This is fn ezample that we must follow in
our cultural and cducationsl work. True, this
work is not se spectacular, but il is even more
important. We need every agitntor and propa-
candist; he will b doing his jeb if he works
in a strietly Party spiril but at lhe same lime
does not limil himsell to Party work, and
remembe if is his duly o divect hundreds
ol honsand i lenchers, whet their interest,
overcome their old bourpenis prejudices, enlist
lhem in the work we are {‘.u:u_,,_ and make hem
realise Lhe immensity of our work. 1t is only bs
tacklng ihat job that we can lead this mass ol
people, whom capitalism suppressed and drew
away {rom us. along the right path.,

Such are the aims that every agitator and
propagandist wotking in the sphere of exlra
mural educalion must pursue and eonstantly
keep in sight. A host of praclical dilficullies
will be eocouniered in the process, and you
must help the canse of communisim by becoming
l'l'ilf".:Hx".Hi'-|i'v'L-".'4. leaders, nol r!j'|l'||' ol f".l_-‘!.k’
study-cireles, but of the enlire slale administra
tion, whirh is now ie hands of the working
vlazs.

We must avercome re tanee from the cap
iolists in all its (orms; nol saly in the oilitary

of thousands of resenialives of ihe old army
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and the political spheres, but also ideological
resistance, which is the most deep seated and
lhe strongest, Ib is the duly of our educational
workers to accomplish the re-education of [he
mazees, The interest, the st for education
and knowledge of commumism which are lo be
sBAN AMOng (hem are a giuraniee of vur vietory
in this field toa. although, perhaps; not as 1 apid
a5 af the front and only after ‘Ir:bul difficaltics
and al times even reverses. Mowever., we shall
oltimately win, .

Last. I should like lo dwell on one more point
T’f=1*h'1|h' the litle of Chief Commitiee for Polil-

‘cal Education is nol properly undersiood, 1nas-
mur* 4 it muakes mention of the political
concept, politics 15 lhe main thing here.

But h ,\\ is |;L-!1Ln s to be understood? T polil
ies is understood in the old sense, one may fall
into & grave and profoind error. Politics mesns

srugele between classes; means the relations
of the proletariat in its struggle Im- its emancl-
I;uli-..;..l.,.. imgl the world bourg However;
in our struggle Lwo aspecls ol the I"-'I:Ilu?]‘ gl

on the one hand. there is the tazk oi
eh--: oying the heritage ol the hourgeois systeni,
of foiling the repeated atlempls of the whole
bourgeoisie 1o crus sh the Soviel state, This [agk
lias ,1h=m.t~h d most of our attention hitherto anil
has prevented us [rom procesding to the olher
task, that of constrnction, According Lo the
hourdenis world ontlock, polilics was divorced,

were, from economics. The bourgenisie

peasanls, yono muest waork for your livels
haod: workers, you musl wark t0 stcure yuul
means ol subsistence on the markel: as for
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econamic policy, that le the business of vour
masters. That, however, is not so0; politics should

be the business of the people, Ihe business of

Lae. proletariat. Here we must ¢mphasise the
lact that nine-fenths of our tme and our work
15 devoled to Lhe stroggle against the bourgeoi-
sie. The victories oves Wrangel, of which we
read yesterday, and of which vou will read
today and probably tomorrow. show st one
stage of lhe struggle is coming to an cnd and
that we have sgeured peace with o number ol
Western countries; every viclory on the war
lroml leaves our hands freer for lbe internal
striogele, for the politics of slale organisation.
Eyery step that brings us closer to 1'1'-_-L-.|:'_-._' oyer
the whileguards gradually shilts the focus ol
the strugple to ecconomie policy. Propaganda ol
the old Iype describes and illusteates what com-
munism is; This kind of propaganda is now
useless, for we have to show in practice how
socialisn is lo be built. All our propaganda must
be based on lhe political E.‘L]']l‘!'if‘l!:'l‘ [ ernrom-
ic developmenl. Thal is owr prineipal task;
whoever inlerprets il in the old sense will show
himself to be a4 retrograde, one wha is incapable
07 eonducting propaganda  work among  The
masses of the peasanls and workers. Our main
policy must now be to develop the stale eeonom
ically, s0 as lo galher in more poods of grain
antd mine more poods of ceal, to décide how best
to utilise these ponds of - grain and coal and
preclude starvation—that is our pelicy. All our
agilation and propaganda must be focussed on
thiz aim. There must be less £

tallz, Tor vou
tannol  satisly  the working people with fine
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words, As soon as the war enables us Lt.-l~_'.1ltlf
5 AR §0C : lgs i :
fhe focus from the strugele apainst the bour

strnggle against Wrangel and

et From 1he
genisie; from : . e
e whitcouards, we shall e fo 1-"‘:”““'11
policy, And then agitaion and prOpaEaL

play a role of tremendous and ever Srowing
wwlance

Im'l%:..-;:.:":f agilutor must be o stals llr:-:ld{':t'. £ ll':lllF:‘.l':
ol all the peasanls and workers i Ul‘r' xf.'t.r;'_li. il
economie developmenl. e must tell lhem '.\-h_ni
ome should knosy, what pamphiets u_:ul Liooks
one should read to become a Gommunist.

Ihat is the way ¢ improve our economic lile

and make il more secure; more secial; thal is the
to increase production, improve the fond
Wion and distribution of the goods ift'lnlnr_'[:-:l,
increase copl outpul. and restore indusiry _'\'\_'jf_h—
pul ecapitalism and wilhout the l'iLLirJ|i'lI|l.‘n] .-.|=.|1.I..
Vhat does communiam consist ot l.ﬁ,ll -]_'-T":]-I
paganda for communism must L‘Iar.- i,-ml_u_:ur.lr-] nl.l
a way that will amount to practical guidance a
the state's develepment. COMMUNISM |'|ml.<_L .;,:u
made comprebensible o the MAsses i31 the
workers so that they will regard il as Il'n?n:_-'u-.u
cause. That lask is being poorly ac i'llﬂ|_l?l.\liﬁ‘.d.
;.{u:! thousands of mislakes are belng made. We
make no seorel of the fact. However, Hlm-. j'.'m-li
¢rs pnd the peasants must th selvies 1':".lJ'-{! up
and improve our apparatus, with our assizlanee.
feehle and inadeqnate though it is. To us, izt
i« na lonoer a programme, a theory; or & 1_:.4-\F
Lo beé gecomplished; it bas becone a Jllaﬂ.llr.-r Y
aetual and practical deve ;_.-un-jl#. Although we
suffered some eruel Tever OUL war, we
have al least learnd I reverses and
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won complele victory. Now, tao, we tinst learn
i lesson from pver
thal the warkers a g
g .,L 'Ili.]‘ﬁ.(.lliﬂ rs anil peasants have o he
mstructed by laking the work already performed
as an example, We must noint ¢ ‘ : )
ple. We must point out whal is bad,
50 a5 to avold ¥ in [ature. y
ij: laking  construcHyp
by repeabing il lime
mr lurming ine

work as an example.
and again, we shall suceeed
: _ Hicient communist managoers inte
.:.frulr.u.u:: builders. and, in the fArst nlace. info
buildera of our ¢conamie life We SEIIH.” fl-"I'li-!'\'l:':
our tirgets and overcome all the ohstaclos which
we have inherited from the old system and ‘HI-I-
nat be eliminaled at o single stroke, Wa sl
re-educate the masses; they can e l‘f.--e-'ll_n‘;i1-'l-:|
only by agitation and !}FtTi:Ii gandwe, The masses

must be brouwght., in the firsi plivee, into the

work of building the enlire economic life, Thgt
must be the p S e

dnd basic. object i
and propagandist, and
fani e success of his work
will bie assured, (Lo applaase,)

work of each a
when he realises this,

e 4B 2h - -|' -,-,’_":"'"f-*a.; W
iy Warkep Novam b : L
o Mesmyy (5

v defenl and must remember

FOURTII ANNIVERSARY
OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION

The fourlh wuniversary of October 25 {Nav-
pmber 7) is approaching,

The farther (hat great day reced from us,
lhe more clearly we see the significance of the
oroletarian pevolution din Russia, anpd the more
deeply we reflect upon the praglical experienes
ol our work as a whole

Very brieflv and, of course, i ¥ery meolfl-
plete and rough outline, this significance and
experience may be summed up as follows.

The direct and immediate ohject of fhe reve-
lution in Russin was a Dbourgcois-democralic
one. namely, to destroy the survivals of medie-
‘Eill:".t‘r'.’l and swepp them away I_'I'I[I]ll'l!f“"l"] . 1o
purge Russin of this barbarism, of 1lis shame,
and to remowve this immense obslacle fo  all
cullure and progress in our couniry.

And we ean justifiably pride ourselyes on
waving carried out that purge with greafter
determination and much moere rapidly, boldly
and suecessfully, and, from the point of view of
its effecl on the masses, much more widely and
deeply, than the groeal French Hevolution over

e hondred and beonby-five Fears ago.




iz

Both the anarchists and t pelty-hourgeois
_I'i:"1|:4l1_'l'¢l!.3-‘ (i¢., the Mensheviks and Lhe Social
ﬁt-ﬂuuJuitr_Jmn'ir--, who are lhe Russian coun
terparis of that inlernalional social type] have
talked and are stil lalking an imcredible lasl ol
nonsense about the relation bebweer he Birmar
seols-democratic revolution and the  socialist
(et i, proletarian] revolution. The last forr
_:-r-n:'.:. have proved le the hilt that our interpre
tatiom of Marsism on tis point, and our estimate
¥ H'n. :_{;‘rperl]_lr'l oob former revolulions wers
correct & Dave consmmmnted the o]
demorralic revolution ag nr:i:i'rr'lj\:d tfj;rllJlrhr.I‘::é
i}t'r'a'rj'z' .WL' are advancing lowards the ..:~un:'-.€3|i--i
revointion consciously, firmly and unswervingly
knowing that it is noj separated from the Tu:.::l;'l
geols-democralic révalutio by a Chinese Wil
and knowing too that {in the last analysis]
struggle alone will determine how Car we L-I'i.'u].a'
advance, what part of this immense and lofly
task we shall accomplish, and to what extenl
we shall suceeed in consolidating aur vielories.
Time will show, Bul we ses -“,':ju now 1lal :

B

! &l
bremendous  amount—tremendous  for this
'y 1 "\l.l-l + HERE R o= 1 ] :
rined, exhavsted and backward counlry—has
iﬂ.""-‘lu.f}-' been done lowards the socialist transfor-
matlon of socmely,

Let us, however, finish what we have Lo say
about the bourgeais democratic content of onr
revilittion. Marsists inusi understand what thal
means. To explain, let us take a few slrikine
examples, i
| !h.- bowrgeois-demaeralic confenl ol the révo
ution means fhat (he sorial relalions (evstem.
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institutions] of the counfry are purged of
medigvalism, serfdom, lendalism,

What were the chici manifestations, survi-
vals, remnants ¢f serfdom in Russia up lo 18177
The monarchy, v osyslemy of  soel estates,
landed  propeielorship  aod  land leowre, lhe
stalus of women, religion, and national Oppres
gionm. Take any one ol these Augean stables,
which, ineidentalily. were Iefl largely uncleansed
by all the more advaneed stalos wlen  lhey
aecomplished their bouwrgeois-democratic revolu
linns ong humndred and Deenty-live, bwo hundred
and Nty and more years ago (16449 in England};
take any ol lhese Augesn stables, and you will
see thal we have eleansed hem haronghly:, In

a maller of len weeks, [rom Oclober 25 [Novem

' to January &, 1918, when the
Constitwent  Assembly®  was  dissolved, we
decomplished a  thousand times more in this
i

respect than was accomplished by the bours
democrals and liberals (the Cadets) and by the
poetiy-bourgeors demoerals [The Mensheviks and
the Socvialist-Revolutiomaries) durfng the efglif
months they were in power,

Those poliroons; gas-bags, vainglorious Nar
cissuses and pelty Hamlels Drandished their
wanden swords—bnt did not even destroy the
monarchy! We cleansed onl all (hat monarehist
muck as nobedy had ever done before. We lell
not a stone, nol a brick of that ancient edifics,;
the social-eslale system [even [he most advanced
comntries, such as Britain, Frinee and Ger-
many, have not completely eliminated the survi-
vals of that syilem fo this day!), standing: We
tore oul the deep-sealed roots of lhe social-




estate svstem, namely, the rempoanly of feudal-
tsm aml serfdim in the svstem of landuwnership,
tr the last, “One may argue” (there are plenty
of quill-drivers. Cadets, Menshovilks and Social
ist-Revohitionaries abroad (o indulge in  such
; ¥
be the outcome of the agrarisn relorm effected
by the Great October Revelution, We have no

argumenls] as to what “in the long run”™ will

desire at the momenl o waste time on such
controversies, for we are deciding this, as well
4s the mass of accompanying conlroversies, by
slruggle. Bul the fael cannol be denied thal the
polty-bourgoois democrats Toompromised” with
the landowners, the eustodians of the lraditions
oi serldom, for cighl months, while we com
pletely swept the landowners and all their
traditions from Russian soil in a few weels.
Take religion, or lhe denial of vighls fo
women, or the oppression and i;lr-rfu.-a?iI;- of the
non-Russian nationalilics. These are all prob
Ic‘sm: of the bourgeois-democratic revolution.
The wvulgar petty-bourgeois democrats talked
aboul them for eight months. In nel a single
one of lhe most advanced countries in the world
Ir,-.-n'u_- r‘hr_.»':. _qu-r-siif:-n_e been completely settled on
_u'ral.'-"g.ff'-f.lr;: demacratic lines, In aur rountry thevy
dave been séttled completely by the lepislation
ol the October Revolution. We have fought and
arve fighting religion in earncst, We have sramnt
ed all the non-Russian nationalities their on
republics or aulonomous ons. We in Russia
no donger have the base; mean and infamois
denial of rights lo women or wequalily of he
sexes, thal disgusting survival of feudalism and
medievalism which is being renovated by the

o iodrer Bevolnfion

avariciows. bourgeonisie amd the dull-witted and
irightence pelty geaisie. n every other
coantry in the world withoul excephol.

All this goes to make up the econtent of the
bourgenis-democratic revolution, A hundred and
fifty and two hundrved and fifty years ago Hhe
progressive leaders of thai revelution [(or of
those revolutions, it we consider each national
variely of the one general fype) promised to rid
mankind of modieval privileges, ol sex inequal-
ity. of state privileges for one religion or another
(or “religious fdeas™, “the chureh™ in geoeral),
and of national mequality. They promised, but
did nol keep their promiges. They could not
keep them, for they were hindeéred Dby their
“respect”—for e “sacred right of privile prop-
erty””. Our proletarian revolution was nol
afflicled with this accursed ‘“‘respect” for this
thrice-aecursed medievalismn and lor the *
right of privale proporly”.

Bul in order lo consolidale the achievemenls
ol the bourgeois-democralic revolulion for the
peaples of Russin, we were obliged o go
Larther: aod we did go farfher. We solved the

SOCFe

problems af the bourgeois-democratic revolution

as 2 “by-product” of our main and
profetortan-revolutionary socialist
gelivilies. We have always said thal reforms ara
a by-produet of the revolulionary class struggle.
We said—uamnd proved it hy deeds—that bonr-
geols-demoeralic reforms are a by-product ol
the proletariam, ie., of the socialist revolution.
Incidenlally, the Kauniskys, Hillerdings, Martovs
Chernovs, Hillquits, Longuets, MacDonal
Turalis and other heroes




174 V. L Lemin

Margism were incapnble of understanding this
relation belween th E-u.‘!l'u:nli., democratic and
the proletarian-socinlist revel T'he first
develops info the second. The \su:;--_u_'-_l_l_ in passing,
solves. the problems of "||- firat. The second
consolidates the work of the ficst. Struggle, and
slruggle alone, decides how far the socond sue
eeeds in onterowing the first.

The Sowviel system is one of the mosl vivid
proofs, or manifestations, of how the one revo-
lution develops into the other. The Soviel syslem
provides lhe maximum of democracy for the
workers and peasants; at the same lime. 1t marks
a break with bourgeoizs democracy and the rise
ol a new, epoch- mahmf- fype ol democracy,
namely, proletarian d cracy, or the dictator
ship of the proletariat,

Let lhe curs and swing of the maribund hour-
geaisic and of the petty-bourgeois demoerals
who trail behind them .JL_..I" ;r[=| wwecations, abuse
and derision upon our heads OUT TEVErSes
and mislakes in the work of ilding up our
Soviel system. We do not forget for a moment
that we have commitied and are committing
numerans mistakes and are suffering numerous
reverses. How can reverses and mistakes be
avoided in a matter so new in the histery of
the world as the building of an unprecendented
type of state edificel We shall work steadfastl Y
to set our reverses and mistakey right and to
improve our practical applicalion of Sowviet
principles, which is still very, very far [rom
being perfecl. Bal we have a right to be and are
proud lhat to us has fallen the gnod [ortune to
begin lhe building of a Soviet state, and thereby

aar s ol W Yolo

lo wsher fnaowew era in world history, tie
of 1lie mule af a new cliss, a eldss x‘\'hi(!u_ |
oppressed in every capitalisl country, L'L.,Ll which
|'-|.|.|'I|'l\..||f FE 15 0 t.-'r'hl:u.-d.’ forward towarids i !_.I.'t‘a'
towards wictory over lthe bourgeoisie,
: lhe aiir_-ul_'u-l":;iui_. of the proletarial,
towards the emancipation of mankind from the
voke ol capital and Irom imperialisl wars
" The question of imperialisi wars, of th
internalional policy of fnance ¢ d]’ﬁll.- | wl .'rs oW
dominates the whole world, a f must
mepitobly engender new imperialist wars, Chal
miust inevitably cause an exlreme intensificalion
of national pppression, ilage, brigandry and
the stranculation of weak, backward and small
nationalitics by & handful of “advaneed” pow-
ers—Lhat gquestion has been 'L'hL: keysione of all
poliey in all the cour : of the globe sinee
{914. It is a question of life and death for mil
lions upon millions of people. 11 is & queslion
of whether 20008000 people (a5 compir d with
the 10.000,000 who were kiiled in war ol
1914-18 and in the -:'_LJ':'|'.I|L.uJ;::'!|}II‘. “minor” wars
that are still geoing on} are to be slaughtered in
the next imperialist war, which the ili"'ll'l'.r"l".-:'.llf-:‘.Ll,‘.
ar¢ preparving, snd wii 15 growing -".u.Jr_ilr}._.
gapitalism before our very eyes. L‘;I,l:? a gquestion
ol whother in that future war, which is mevi
table [if capitalism conlinues Lo exisl] "'.l‘Fl.'ﬁ:i'ﬁ[l'lf
people fre lo be maimed (compared with _Tt‘;r.‘
!’ri.l.li-l_fi-_-fll'tli maimed in 1914-18). In alr;un;hcfu.
L-:_:u pur October Revolil I the begin
il g af a v opra i world 1 I¥. Le IaLL,.-w_
{ men—the Social
nshaviks, and the
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petty-bourgeons RO

all over 1lie
the |1|4:55I'-.';:H~-' Y o & civl
the freeti
blunt, nalked
T i

st democrats
lopan “eonveri
war't. But thal
it was e only
and: brital, bul
nat the hosl
I

Ard with every passing

LEEGIeTCET
Hresl peace
T
. wWho L
causas af the reeent war and of
future war are more and more

the prim and inexorable rath

vord 1

¥ 5 . - i 1 -
wihich tneyviiably

s and the philistines, the
the knights ol the Second il
Hall Internationals went [hen
revolulion. N iis of abuse
lies =an enab
Hiat for 1

i
i
1 1

thie approachi

clearly re

thal il

mir i Lwao

assihile

sHenrL

r 4 i - - ]
us bhnmisiians and

the Two-and-a-
ry agamnst t
calomnies a
he historie fa

and thousands

ningy (i
{re the

ammiversany of i Metobicr Hevshotion

ol veats Mg slaves hiyve :l':i-'-i 5 toavar b
we-owners by openly procluaining

‘Convert this war belweaen <lase

dhivision of their loo

all nations

nations”

For the first time in hundreds andd Thousands
of years thal slogan has grown from o vague
and helpless waiting inle a cléar and deliniic
political programme, into an effective struggle
waged by millions ol oppressed sle. under
the leadership of the proletaviaiz it has grown
into the first viclory of the proletarial, the fiest
victory in Lhe struggle to abolish war and 1o
unite the workers of all eountrics against bhe
united bourgeeisic of different mations, ag

. bourgeoisio that makes peace and war
Lhe o e of - [ capital, the wag
workers, the pe Is, the working people

This brsl vie L i F s fhred pictort.
and it was achiever r ¢« Bevolilion
al the price of incredible difficulties and e
ships. at the price of unprecedenied sulfering.
greoiipanied by a series ol SCFIDUS reverses ani
mistakes on our parl, How could a simgl hark
wargd people be expee o frusleate the
imperialist wars of the il powerlful and most
developed countries ol wilhoul sus-
tnining reverses and wilhout commiiling mis
lakes] We are not afraid to admil our mistakes
and shall examine (hem dispassionately in order
to learn how to correct them. Bul the facl
remaing that for the st ime in hundreds and
thousands of vears the promize “lo reply” to
war belween the slave:owners by a revoiulion

Trae




s eluyves dicected against all The slave-own
rs figs been |'-J.'.'fr.l'rf'|'4-r" Jeelfilieri—and 15 bomg
fullilied despite all difficulties

We hayve made Lhe star 'ﬂ-iwLL al what date
and tme, and he IL'.'|‘.“1|.‘-|“'|':}'1 nz of which nation
will complete this ProCess is nol iL‘il"Jl'LﬂLN The
import (hing is that |he ice hag been broken;
the road 1s open, the way has been showi

Gentlemen, capitalisis of all couniries, keep

up your hypocr tieal pretence of “defending
fatherland”—the Japanese: fatherland

(he american, the Anierican against the Japn
nese, the French against the Ba i, and so
forth! Gentlemen, knighis ol the
I'wo-and-a-ITalf Internationals, pacifis

gepisie snd philistines of the entire woridd,
go on “evading’’ the queslion af how o combat
H|-li|.] st wars by dssuing mow “Basle Mani-
[estos” fon the model of the Basle Manifesto of
1912, The first Bolshevik revolution has wrest-
ed the first hundred miffion people of |his earth
from the clutches of imperialist war and the
imperialist world, Subsequent revoluiions will
deliver the vest of mankind from such wars and
from =uch aworld

Onr last, bul most imporlant and most dil
feult: task, the one we have done least aboul.
is economic development, the laying of egonom-
ic foundations l'ur lhie few .141al1~t edifice on
the site of Lhe 10lis] fen pelifice and the

i-demolished ¢ adlifice, l. 15 in this
st important ..,lxl most di l_t tﬂsf-: that we
have sustained the greatest D r of revensas
and have made most mistakes. How could any
one expecl that a task se By the world

1th Anmiversary of the Colober

could he begun wiithoul reverses al withoul
mistakes! Bui sve have begun iF, We shall con
lipure it At [his very moment we are, by ow
New TFeopomic Poliey S correetmg o number
of sur mistakes, We are learning how 1o ton-
tinue erecting the socialist edifiee i a small
peasant country  withoui ¢ommitting  such
mistakes,

The difficullies are IMIENse, But we are
qecuslomed o grappiing wilh immense diffleul-
lies. Nol Ior neihing de our spemins call us
detpne-hard” and exponents of ‘- “Hrm-hne

= Tal we have also learned, al loast to some
extenl, another arl (hul iz essential n revolu-
tion. namely, flexibility . the ability to effect sw ifl
and sudden changes of taches if echanges in
ohisclive :rrulii"_v-_k' s demand them; and 10 choose
another path for the schievement of our maal
if the former path proves to be imexpodiel
impossible at the given mome nl. ¢

Borne along on the erest of the wave of
enthudiasm, rousing first the political prthusi
asm and fhen the military enlhusiasm ol lhe
peaple. we expecled 1o aceomplish economic
atks jusl s @Ere as the ,_'." =al and mill
fasks we had accomplished alying dire ,
~or perhaps

¥
¥

on this
it would be iruer lo 3ay '|L'|| W pre
il having given il .J_i (uate consider
to be able o grgamse the state produclion and
the stafe distribution el products on gommunist
lines m a small peasanlt eoauniry directly as
ardored by the proletarian stale l::_\;]:-l'."ii'll-" has
proved that wi were wrong. 1t appeirs thiat &
af lransiltonal stages Were Necessary

pumber
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lgle capilalism and socialism—in order lo pre

lo prepare by many wvears of efforl—for

Lhe Iransition to o communism. Nob directly rely
ing on enlhusiasm, but aided by the ciathiusissm
engendered by the greal vevolution, and on e
basis of personal interest, personal  incentivi
and business prineiples, we must first sel o
wark in this small-peasant counlry to build solid
gangways o soclalism by way of stale capilal
ism. Ofherwize we shall never gel 1o commu-
nigm, we shall never being seores of millions of
people o conununisin, That is what experience.
the objective course of Lthe development ol fhe
revolution. Tius Leughl s,

Aned we, who during these three or four vears
have learned a little Lo make abrupt changes of
front (when abrapl changes of front are need:
ed). have begun zealpusly, attentively and
edilously (although still not zealowsly, atten:
tively and sedulously enough) to learn (o maki
a new change of front, namely, the New Eeo
nomic: Policy. The proletarian state nmust berome

cantious, assiduons and shrewd “husiness

a puanctilious wholesale merciant—other-

wise it will mever succecd in pulting this small
peasanl country economically on il feet. Under
isting condilions. living as we are side by side
th the capitalist (for the time being capitalist)
West, lhére is no other way of progressing 1o
communism. A wholesale merchanl Seems fo be
an economic type as remole from communism
a4 Deaven from earth. But that is one of the
vonlradictions which, m actonl life; lead from
o small-peasant econiomy via stale capitalism
o socialism. Personzl incenfive will siep up

Benbilin

production: we st incress
and [oremost and at all ¢ i

2 ITEHOTS O Sl

ives them o persenal incentive ¢ them up
‘ o the next step, mamely, o

1 1l
ECOTOT A

wess of production itseif
the pecessary oh

and aleeady have some

frue, ey e small and .
thieles .L \f i i, In this new ek
EIreess L g :
Tuifion' we dre ady [liishing our prepar:
persistent and asziduous stody

tory elass A :
| sictinal txperjenee Hie fesh ol eve

by miaking

nol tearing Lo aller oser and

al we have already begun, In
mislakes and most  carefully

o shall pass o Ul
hroush The whole

ot WO

wiarhcl an 1acle

difl

1ies s
much longer a

s avould have Ll

ny matier haw sever
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From THE NEW ECONOMIC POLICY
AND THE TASKS OF THE POLITICAL
EDUCATION DEPARTMENTS

Tt‘.F'_L GHT T0) THE SECOND: ALT-RUSSTA CONCRESS
OF POLITICAL EDUCATION LDEPARTMENTS

Ooialier 17, 1921

What talk ean there be of 4 new poliey? God
. ]
L

gran thal we manage o stick o the old policy
if we have to ort to extraordinary [ur.zs;mn'-‘:'f-f
to- abolish illiteracy. That is obvious, But it is
gtill more obvious Mat in Lhe n Y {L_;;{f.lj-iil[-‘l.'
Helds we performed miracles. '-;1’[5:=-'| rﬁir&-
cle of all, in my apinion, would if [hIr_- Com-
[ :m.w'ti-_hu for the Abolitfon of THiteracy were L:*.’-jl'l'l-
_|_!l,'L'|_L‘1}' aholishied. amd if no 'I|'|.]]_II_:.5|'_11;~__ sueh as 1
have heard here, were made for separatin

§ the People’s Commizsarial of FEduealion
If thal is true, and if vou give 1l some rE.-u_n_;_'hl.i
you will agree with me thal an exirao dinary
-1-unI1u__.'::-_:.-:. should Le set up 1o abolish certain
bad propusals.

Mare '_|=_.h-u thal—il iz not enongh fo abolish
illiteracy, il is necessary Lo build up Soviet econ
nmy, and [or that L ¢ odlone witl mol carrey
us very far, W st raize culture to 3 much

sl Tasks of Pelitizal Edvention Ty arlignls

hor Tevel. A man must make use of his abahty
o reail and write: he mnst have something to
cead. he musl have newspapers and propaganda
pamphlets, which should be pr jperly distribnted
and reach the people and neb get lost in trarsit
as they do now. so lhat no mare than hall of
thera ate read, and the rest are used in offices
for some purpose or olher. Perhaps not even
one-fourth reach the people. We must learn to
make full use of the scanty Tesourees we do pos-

Se8s,
That is why we musl, in conpechon wilh the
New Economie Policy, reaselessly propagate the
“dea that political education calls for raising the
lovel of enliure at all eosts. The ability to read
anid wrile musl be made to serve e purpose
of raising the eullural level; the peasants sk
he able ta use the shility to read and wrile for
the improvement of their farms anmd their state.




NOTES FOR A REPORT
AT THE SECOND ATL-RUSSIA CONGRESS
OF POLITICAT EDUCATION WORKERS

THE NEW ECONOGMIC POLICY
ANLY THE TASKS
OF POLITICAL EDUCATION WORKERS

1. Nol in the straighlforward eommunisl
fashion, hul
approach™

2. Defeal and relreat—Ior & new sdyince.

3. Who will he able lo take advantage sooner,
lhe eapilalists or ourselves?

. "Personal incentives”, .. Peasanls, work
ers, experts, a mass of stupidities in our attituds
Fey ”':I‘ 1:}‘!'h"'

3. T'p learn from capitalists and lessees

A =erions and farsh sehooling
Incrense fn produciion at all costs.

I8 &ven

1. Liteedey. Ulguitdation of 111 racy, and not

i e elendis taduling b Commission fop
Vholil iom., Juls

127
Mates Tor o Ropoel Az

& diseraceful list of guberdias and uyezds
ing in respect of literacy.

Faising of cultural] .
‘aller every great political upheaval, a long
spes into Cdigestion’, “assimilation i l_r'ez-.u'

to make use; Anishing toe 1 -hewn work
siruciion) y

9. Tmprovement of legalily ... leach people T

sirueule B oo eiotlised ag Llor |I'_'.E.::‘-1!.T}'., without

at all forgetting the limits o legality iy & l'Tli‘:.:]l;'

liof. That's not the evil now, its the muliftinde

af illegalities. :

(0, In particular, graft. Whio hus done what

to fighl graft.

10 bis. Bureancracy and red tape . :

1. Production propaganda, bringing -'T- Lhe

here and now

fore economic successes possible :
Hse 10F

for the peasant, ab lity: to sIRgic ol
propaganda, follow upy SUCCESS. Vo ok,

19, Practical successes in the buiflefing of The
aconomy—1hal is the point. Ihe touchstone ol
prvervihing 1
. Four commandments:

X

Don't split hairs,
don't he pompous
i1 ot COmmu

"hrée éneInies.
Communisl coneeil—
this is ”:1 LEIE

nism, don’t use
words 1o
ap  wOLr
slackness, idle
[ESS, apathy.
hackswarcdess;
literacy { 12y Wipe out illiter

AL, T




hi grafi;
Check call  vour
WOTH, 1hatl
wards shoald not
remaln waords
by practical sue-
LSS it e0n-

i by CHFiES AP L

145
Mufndapa

ON TI SIGNIFICANCE
OF MILITANT MATERI ATESM

Comrade Trolsky has already said everything
neressary. and sald 1t very well, about the gen-
ol Paod Zngneneill Marksizma™

eril pPUTpUSES

vy issue No. 1:2 of Thal journul, 1 [ should lLike
bey dead with certain nquestions that more closely
(e eomfenl and programine of the work

delne
the imtrodiu

which its editors have sel [arth in
tory statement in this issne,

This statement says Lhat not all those gathered
the journal Pod Zuamenel Murksiznia
are Communists bul that lhey are all et ansistenl
materialists. 1 think thal iz allignes of Com
n-Communists  1s ahsolulely
a3senti v defines the purposcs aof
lhe |..||1l1"i1 »of Lhe higgest and most danger-
ous n'l'-"-rn:LLL..‘\- mare Dy Communists (as gen

rally by revolulionaries who have suceessfully
ac -’-mpli.tb ( the beginning of sreal revolt
tion) is the Tdea that n 78 lnlion can be made
by revolulionar alome, On the contrary, e e
successinl, all sgrious revolutionary  work
the idea that revolulion 5 art
rapable of playing {he parl only of the v guard
l.ul_‘: virile and ?(k'mwr.'.l class must Do
ol intonction. A vanguard

roindd

[Milnis

requires '1'.*&

of the
understond and {ranslate
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seientists and 'l.ls!ll"-:iJIﬁ_ wlien

|]-'|[|'|E'IT:€ Iy Tasks as VTR LI | lI.!I_\. whien it
he sail thal i cflect the professors ol philos

LTE

i i‘-. able o svoid be ngt tsolated From Lhe mass R
.l1|" [T peaple t leads and = ahla Il'El”':.' b lesed -'|’=.I.~.' i Imodei sod |-.|_"_' 11
the whoele mass forward., Withoul an alliance
with non-Communists in the most diverse
spheres ol aetivily there can be no question of
AL suceessful communist conslruetion.
, Phis also applies to the defence of msterial-
ism and Marxism, swhich has been underlaken
by Mod Znemenem Marisizoa, Tortunately, the
nll.s.h'i irends of advaneed social thinking in F.m-.- fhey are ay y il becanse They cannol look
sia F!_-t"l'n:! PR Pl ey .’1]:.11"[ Fors: o trath in the Face, One has oaly to give a little
G. V. Plekhanov, it will be enough lo mention onght to the governmental nd e s
ffllvi‘]":‘l_"-"«'he*'ﬁ_‘.:]iI‘J. from  whom Lhe modern eral economic, social and every other kind of
\:erinillzs (the Popular Socialists, Socialisi- mgloniés of suntem aillielad poonc S5
_I{u_-vu_-ml-rm.;n-ip.:_ ete. | have [requently retreated ruling  bolwrgoeisic realise rh:'._l' Dielzgen =
in quest of fashionahle reactionary pﬂilf}ir‘.ipmr'al seathing  description s absolutely true. One
doclrines, captivated by the linsel of the so a8 oy o : sy
called Tast word in Furapean science, and unable fashionuble philosap frends that
lo discern beneath this tinse]l some vapiely of frequently in Buropean countries, beginn
to the bourgenisie. to hourgeois 31'1'i11- example with ihase connected with the _[I'm':n--
and bourgeois reacton ; = erv of radinm and ending with those wi ATE
; : to cliel st the skirts ol Kinstein,
shall undoubtedly have far a fairly long time o ]-'-'-'Ii"‘-'“'-"'“ e
i muterialisis from the non |'I-I||.|-Hli.;ii-‘~h'. it Sntaxagix gadl 3t o1 i _"'-'“" igion
camp, and it is onr ahsolute duly to eolist all e
idherents of consistent and militant materialism
in rI|Iz joint work of combating philosophical
wctinn aud the philesophical prejudices of so- ikier,
caller t"l'l.ll' -aled society. Dietzgen senior—mnol (o I
\-!'in-‘ll 1 with las weriler son, who was as
l— "rr;*r.'r]_;",

st nalhing but “graduated funk
calism?

(e Russian intelle
brelh oall other countries, are Tond
ikl very much

ctaals, wha,

ey advanced, arc
li1e I1l1&'1.~'|il”]1"_ Ly

ayELs:
ssod i Dielzgen's wards,

the opinion e

any rafe, 1 Bussin we st1l hase il . |
! [ [ the conneclion

sigie and ils support ol

al pomtenl of

the one =
lrends on {he

fashio

m the above thal a |
- milibant materialis]

PR

wil
fhat sets il i
Smarily & militant organ, i thie

T R A [
must Le pr

uptly and el v oxpressed e L ol unflinehi
modern Sgraduated Oonkeys. of

Marxist view of the philosophieal trends which i
prevail in bourgeois counteies snd enjov Lhe e eliveeal w ier they act as repr sentatives

gxposing and iudicting

eleriealizm .

AS e was unsueess




i lteinl seienee or as lree lanses callive hem
selves democrali eft or idealogically social
Ist” publicists,

It the second place, such a journal musl be
a militant alheist organ. We bhave deparbments,

at least state institulions, which are in charge
of this work., Bul the work is being carried on
wilth exlreme apathy and verey uosatisfactorily,

is apparcnlly sulfering from the general
ons of cur lroly Bussian f(even though
Soviel) bureaucrutic ways. It is therefore highly
essonbial lhal in addition to the work of these
stike inshitutions, and in order to improve and
infusa life into that work, a jonrnal which sels
yul ip propagandise militanl materialism musl
carry on uniiring atheisl propaganda and an
tmtiring fight. The literiture on ihe
subject in all languages should be carefully
followed and evervthing at all waluable in
this sphere should be translated. or at least
reviewed.

Engels long ago advised the contemporary
leaders of the proletariat to lranslate Hie mulitant
atheist literature of the late cighleenih century!®
for mass distribution among e people. We
have not done this up to lhe presenl, lo our
hame bé it said (this is one of the numerous

‘s that it is much easier lo seize power m
u revolulionary epoch than o know how to use
this power properly). Our apathy, inactivity amd
incompetente are somelimes excused on all
sorls of “lofty” grounds, as, for exampie, that
the old atheist lterature of the eightesnth cen-
tury is antiquated, unscientille, naive, ele. There
i= nothing worse than such pseude-scientific

of Hikiant Materindisn

suphistey. which serves as o sercen either for
pedanlry or for a complete misundersianding ol
Marxismn, There is, of counrse, much that is
pnscientific and naive in Uie atheist wrilings ol
the iteentl-contury.  revolutionaries.  Bual
unliody provents the publishiers of these writings
from abridging them and providing them with
briet postscripts poinling oul the progress made
by mankind in the scienlific ecriticisny ol pcli
gioms sinee the end aof lhe eighteenth century,
mentioning  [he lalesl writings on the subjecl
and so forih. Tt wonld be the biggest and mast
grievous mistake o Marxist could make Lo think

he millions of the people (especially the
PEESAR and artfisanz), who have been con
demied by all medern soclety to darkness,
ighorance and superstition, can exlricate them-
selves from this darkness only along the straight
line of a purcly Marxist education, These masses
should be supplied with he most varied atheisl
propagands  malerial, thew should be made
Familiar with fuetls fron the mast diverse spheres
ol Tite, they should be approsched in every pos-
sible way, so as lo interest them, rouse them
from their religions terpor, stir them from the
most varied angles and by the most wvaried
methads, and so forth.

The keen. vivacious and lalented writings of
the old eighieenth-century atheists witlily and
aopenly attacked the prevalling ¢lericalism and
will very often g a thousand tHmes more
suitable Tor arousing people Irom  lheir reli-
glous Lerpor than the dull and dry paraphrases
of Marxism, almost completely unillustrated b
skillully selected facls, which predominate in
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o liteeslure and which (it s no use hiding the
fact] Irequently distort Marxism. We hav

translalions ol
2

lenring: that the

the mejor works of Marx and

Engels. There are abselutely no grounds for

olid atheism and old material-

s will remain uosupplemented by the corree-

Lions infroduced by Marx and Eneils: The most

important thing

and if s This hal i most [re-

quantly overlocked by fhese of our Communisls
who are supposcdly Marxists; but who in [acl
mulilete Marxism—is to Enow how o awaken

in the still un

developed magses an intelligent

attitude lowards rehigious questions anid an intel
i [.111 oriticizsm of religions.

Lin |tl"’ olher
enlilic criti

hand, take dlance al modern
af  relgl pdueated

bourgenis writers ahlnos nyvariably “'supple-
ment” their own relulalions of religious super-

sliions  wilh

e Lthem

arguments  which  immediately
sgical slaves of the bonrgeoi-
e 1J..|!'||\.tk- of clericalizm™

ples, Prolessor . Y. Wipper

published in ]LJl‘w a e book entitled Vornikne-

venie Khris
Pharos
account of
the author
s pers]
ons of
1

nol only evacdoes

simply: ridicolo

:"-"l.;'ii :||I 15 ,'|=|.">‘.
pidk the materi
g honurgenisie,

to the suppoll

sipg (The Origin of Christiamty

::hiu:.. House Moseow). In his
II i'w-.'ull'; ol modern seicnee,

my combating the
splion which are the weap-

a pr J|I|I| al erganisalion

thess guestions, bul makes the
15 and maosl sHeomaey  elaim
& hoth “extremes’™ —the Idealisl
ilist. Thizs is toadying to the rul

W .-1|.' over the world devotes

of religion hundreds of millisns

correching the immense shor [‘rl TLIIES of

On thie Simiificme f Mulitanlb Meleris|sn 105

ol rubles from the profits squeezéd oyl of Lhe
working penple,

I'he  well-knovwn Germian  sei ntist, Arthu
Drews, while reluting religious superstitions and
i in bis book, Die Christusmyihe (The

Mythy, and while showing thal Chrisl

existed, al the end of (he hook declares in
|4|\-L-LIJ. of religion, albeit a renpvaled, purified
und more subile religion, one that would be
capable of wilhstanding “the daily wing
naturalist lorrent™ (fourth German edition. ]*-ll-
p. 238). Here we liaye an oulspoken

: reaclionary, who is openly helping

axploilers to replace the old, decaved religious
superslilions by new, more odious and wile
superstitions

This does nol mean that Drews should not be
translated. It means hal while in a certain meas
ure effecting ap alliance with the progressive
section of Lhe bourgeoisie, Communists and
comsistent malerialisls should unfinchir
expose thal section when it is puilty of reaction. It
means thal to shun an alliance with the
sentalives of the hourgeoisie of the eighteenth
century, Le.. the pericd when it was revelotion
ry, would be fo betray Mirxism and material

: for an “allinnee™ wilh (he Dreswses, in one
lorm or L-mw"hﬂ';‘ and in ong degres or

: anather
is essenlial for our struge : goainst the

risclom
inating refigious ohscurantists,

Pod Znemenem Morksizig, - =
be an organ of : onld
devole mueh of to :If]'i'i':l propaganda,
to reviews of the liferalure un the subject and to

of - Gy

13*
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governmental work in this field. 11 is particulacly
miporinng Lo ptilise books and pamphlets which
coniain many condrete faets add comparisons
showing how the class interests and elass organ
isafions of the thodern bourgeoisie are cori-
aeeted with the organisations o religious inst
lutions and religions propaganda.

ANl imaterial relaling to the United States of
America, whers the official, stale donneclion
belween religion and capital is less manifest, is
extremely imporlant. Bul, on the other hand, it
becomes all the arer Lo ux thal so-called
modern democracy (which the Mensheviks, The
Socialist-Revolutionaries, partly also the anarch-
ists, eto., so unreasonably worship) is nathing
hui the [reedom to preach whatever ts to Lhe
advantage of Lhe bourgeoisie. lo preach, namely,
the most reactionary ideas, religion, obscurant-
ism, defence the exploilers. eté.

One would like to hope thal a journal which
eis ont to be a militant materialist organ will
3T our reading public wills reviews of athe-
isl literature, showing for which cirele ol il
any particular writing might he snitable and 1

what respeet, and menfioning what literature

been published in our connlry [only decenl
translations should be given notice. and they are
not so manyh. and whal is still lo be published

aHianee with eonsisienlt

belt to the Compou-

nist Puarty, of no less and perhaps even of more
importapee Tor the work whiclh mililanl mate-
viallsm should perform iz an allianee with hose
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imodern natural scientists who incline towards
materialism and are not afraid to defend and
preach it as againsl the modish philosophical
wanderings into idealism and scephi ism - which
are prevalent in so-called eduealed soriehy.

The a by A. Timiryazev on FEinslein s
theory of relativity published in Pl #nnmiencm
Muarksizma No. 1-2 permits us lo hope that the
journal will succeed in gffecting this secand
alliance too. Greater altention should be paid to
il. Tt should be remembered that the sharp
apheaval which modern natural scienee is under
going very olfen gives rise to rea lionary philo
saphieal sehools and minor sehonls, trends and

wor trends. Unless: thercfore; the problems
raised by the recent revolution in natural seience
are followed, and unless nafural sclenlisls arc
enlisted in the work of a philosophical journal.
militant materialistn can bhe neither mililanl nor
materialism. Timiryazev was obliged Lo observe
in the first issue of the journal that the Uieory
of Einstein, who. according to Timiryvazey, is
himself mot making any active attack on the
foundations of materialism, has already been
seized upon by a vast number of hourgeois
intellectuals of all couniri il should he nated
that this applies not only lo Einslein, but fo a
gumber, if mot to the majoerity, of lhe gFreal
reformers of natural science since he end of th
nineleenth ceniury

For our atlitude towards this plienomenon o
be o politically conseious one, it mus| he realised
Hiat v natural science amd no materialism ean
hoTel ils own in he slriggle against the anslaughl

ol boureeals ideas and The restoration o BRTS
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bourgenis world outlook unless i1 stands oo solid
philosophical ground. In order to hold his own
in this strugegle and carry it to o victorious tinish
he nalural scientist must be a modern male-

i a conscious adherent ol the materighism

senbed by NMarx, Le, he musl be a dialec-
tical materialist. In order lo aliadn this aim, the
conlribulors to Pod Znvinenen: Marfsizimg sl
arrange for the systemalic study of  Tlegelian
dialeclics {rom a malerialisl standpoinl, ie.. lhe
tialeelics which Murx applied practically in his
Copital and in his hislorical and political works,
and applietd so specesslully thal new every day
of the awakening to Iife and slroggle of new
im the Fast [Japam, India, and China)
i.e., the hundreds of millions of human beings
who Torm the greater part of lhe workl popula
tionr and whoese historieal passivity and histori
eal torpor have hitherln condifioned the stag-
nation and decay of many advanced urgpean
eonnlrigs—every dav of the awakening to hifte ol
new peoples and new classes serves as a fresh
contirmation of Marxzism.

OF eourse, this study, this interpretation, this
propaganda of Hegelian dialeclics is exitremely
diffienll, and the tirst experiments in this diree-
tion will undoubtedly be accompanied bw errors:
Bt only he who never does anything never
makes mislakes, Taking as our busis DMapx's
method of applying materialistically conceived
[legelian dialectics, we can and should elaborali
this diglecties from all aspeets; prinl in the jour
pal  exeerpls from Megel's principal  works,

tlasses

nlevprel hem materialistically and comment om
thesn with the hielp of examples af the wav, Marx

G Lhe Stegaiflespeg of Mildbaml Mater

applied dialectics, as well as of example: .
loctics in Lhe sphere of ecOBOMIC atid ',3!.'1]1';
relations, which recent history, especially modern
smmerialist war and revelulion nrrvides i anug
:-l'.:lv.l shundance. In my opinion, the I"d:l'-_U]'f'_\.LL“l'l
rontributors of Ped Zaamépen Marlesizima
shonld be o kind of *Socicly ol Malerialist
Friends of He an Dialecties”, Modern ilel.illl'_‘:l.
scicntists (il they know how to spok, aml if we
learn to help them) will 0 in thea biﬁ_-g:a-h_:m
dialectics. materialistically interpreied, & series
of anewers to the philosophical problems w hich
a¥e heing raised by the yevolilion i nafural
sotanee and which male the intelleciual admirers
of iﬁDL! o Pashion “stumble’ inte reaclion

Unless it sefs fiself such a task and systemab
ieallv fulfils i, malerialism cannol ':;; mﬂ:llim*.r.
miaterialism. [t will be not so much U -_!'.s,'_illﬁ!'
ne the foushi, to use ap expression ol F\'n‘..'nl-"ﬂa
rin'e, Willwont this, eminen! natural -:l'!t'n'll%tr
will as often as hitherle be helpless 1n n-.al-c_'.'l'lg
their philosophical deductions and f,'""ili-l'ﬁ]ll_!-i‘;:-
tions, For natural science 1s Progr g S0 fast
and iz undergaing such a profound r-rmlnlir-:l.r-.:_v
upheaval in all spheres that it cannot possinly
f|l[:-_-LIi_'_:'_] e with "||il'.|r_--.|u‘_|1..i;--.|| deduclinms =

In conchusion. [ will cite an exmmple whiel
has nothing to do wilh philosoplsy hut fdoes al
anv rate-concern soial questions, o which Pod
Fnamenem Marksizma alsg desires frr deviole
altention, s

1 s an example of the way in which modern
nE ot =Sl el e actually serves ms o vehicle foal
the srosseql and most infamedls  réad loogry

L
1
i

viEww s




V.o 1. Lenagy

(1922), published by the Flevenlh Department
of the Russian Technical Society % The '.;=_'1u|_s.l
Communist swho sant me this jlll.f.i".'éL[ -3['_'-|h" '.ll‘
ihly had oo Ume to read it rashly |

'I"i‘.lis"-_Li_l:l':-_]PJh'! acreement with it In r-_--_uJLii_x- [T
journal is—I do not know 1o whal extent dolib-
eralely—an organ  of the modern feadalists,

I was recently senl a capy of Ekonomist No. 1

i
1
I

sguised of course under 4
aemocracy and so forth.
A cerlam Mr, P A, Sorokin publishes in
journal an cxfensive, so-ealled: “soci
mguiry on “The Influence of the War
learned arliele abounds in learned references by
the “sociol " works of the author and his
NUmeros teacheors and colleagues abroad. TTere
i& an example of his learning,

On page 83, [ read: 1

“Far oxery 10000 d Lhera
now 432 il g i [1f -:-t'un.
annulled mearrisges, 510 bad lasted loss thon one vesr
L per cent less tham one memlh 2 e cent leys .l’:|-1;|:
bwav amonths, 41 pe ler 8% monilhs
sl only 26 per ceot 1% Toond 4. guras show

forrm which conc
inlareaurge, enn
sppiediles

Both this gentlemian and (he Russian Techui
-'.‘..'Itl Sociely, which publishes 1his journal and
gives space to this Kind of talk, no doubl regard
Iéts:m:‘«t-lt-i—‘i as adherents of democraey and would
consider i1 a greal insull to bhe called vehat ey
are in fact. namely, feudslists: reactonaries
“graduated Hunkeys of clericalism™. -

fin The Significimcs of Militant 3aderioh 21

Even the slishiest acguaintance with L
lewislation of bourgeois countrics on marriage
divaree and illegitimate children, and with Lhe
gelnal state of affairs in this field, is enough
show anvone interested in the subj
modern blr_l!‘.ll'gl‘ﬂi._-\ democraey, even in
most demoeralic bourgeols republics, cxhibils
a truly feudal allitude in this respect lowards
women and lowards children born oul of
wedlock,

This, of eourse, does not prevent the Menshe
viks. the Socialist-Revolutiomaries, a parl of the
anarchists and all the eorresponding parfics in
the Woest from shonting aboul democracy and
how it is being violaled by the Bolsheviks Bl
4% 4 malier of fact the Bolshevik revolution is
the only consistently democratic revolufion in
respect lo such quesiions as marriage, divares
and the position of children born out of wediook.
And this is a questipn which most directly
affects the inlerests of more than half the popo-
lation of anv country. Although a large number
of houroeeis revolutions preceded it and called
themselves demoeratie, the Bolshevik revolution
wits 1he firsl and only revohilion to wage a reso-
lute strugole in this respect both ags insk reac-
lion and fendalism and against the usnal hypoe-
risy of the ruling and prope:lied classes.

It 02 diverces for every DOOOD marriages seem
tn Mr. Sorokin a fantastic figure, one can only
suppose that either the author lived and was
brovght up in a monastery so eritively walled ol
[rem life that hardly anvepe will belicve su h

monasloey gvor exasted, or Lhat hietis disbord]
ing Uhe truth in the interest of reaclion prtl the
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bourgeaisic. Anybody in the least sacquainied
with soecinl condilions in bourgeols counlries
knows thal the r number ol aetual divoroes
lof course, nel sahctioned by church and law) is

werywhere immeasurably greater. The only dif
i‘rum.;_ petween Ruassian and olhor counlries in
this respect is thal our laws do I||'|| sanelify
hypoerisy and the debasement of the woman
and her child, hul apenly and in the nane of the
government declare systemafic war on all hypoe-
visy and all debasemeinl,

The Marxisl journal will have to wiage war
also on these modern “educaled™ feudalists. Nol
a few of them, wvery likely, are in receipt of
government money and are cmployed by our
government o educate. o youlh, although
they are no more filied for this than notorious
perverts are litted for the post of supcrintendents
of educalional establishmenis for the young.

The working class of Russia proved able to
win power; bul it has not yet learned to utilise
it, for otherwise it would have long sgo yvery
politely dispatehed such teachers and members

earned socielies o countries with a bour
“democraey”. That is the proper place for
el fendalists.

But it will learn, given the will to learn

Marelh 12, 1922

7O N, I BURKHARIN

Comreade Bukharin : o
i g 1 aw. why pI
I send you nxh;-. & Prapda. Mo ‘1::._4_

stupidities in the guise of e article by .
Ix[.-.'c-' whe pufs on pompons SITH AW |I1| all

lparned and fnchionable wopds he can? 1 "J"'-l.'
murked twa stuplditics ax] 1_1luL fl ||{_'|m£|.~.
-lm:ﬂ.l ion murks, The nui}mli; i 1-'-I _,-.Tll
‘proletarian’ stience, Tt simaply rI:: learn.
it be thal the editorial board of Srabad
going: Lo u--\'|ﬂ'1’n [he nuthor's niistakes 10

Why, iy 1s ,lns--rr‘.r.am' ol u-l.-n'" |l mularis -1
ism! l laying at historic al malerialisy

Wiltten oo Septembir 57, 142

Lime




PAGES FROM A DIARY

I'hie recent publicalion of e report on Hlera
ey aumong the population of Russia. based on
the census of 1920 (Literscy o Russig, issued
by the Centeal Statistical Beoard, Tublic Educa
tion Section, Moscow, 1922, is o yvery importani
pyent.

Below T guote a fable from this veport on (e
state of literacy among the population of Tussis

Ohverall averagle

Al a time when we hold Forfhe e prolelarian
cullure wnd Lhe relation in which it stands to
E4Tn IE |-|_|]||||'€*__ Fraele anid li.':"._ll'i'-i roveal that
we arg in g very bad way even as Fac as Do
cenis culture is concerned. As mighl !
expected, it appears thal we are

IETL
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long way from attaiping universal literaey, ;u:;:’.
ihat evenn comparcd with lsarisl hmes (1597
our progress has been fur too slow. I.ILH :-li':)'.lil.i
serve. ns a slern warnthg and reprogcn LEJ Lu-.h:l'
who have heen searing in the empyreal heighis

af “proletarian eubbure'?. It _\ill_l-"a-'..'.‘.'h:.!.‘[ a vasl
gmonnt of urgent spaite-work wo still have l'-f o
lo reach the slapdard ol an u'.'rl"ur11:|.'l‘3: Wesl
Eurnpean eivilised country. it also shows whit
o, vast amounl of k we have lo do today 1o
qchieve, on the basis of our proletarian gams,
anvihing ke a real cultural standard.

Wi must not confine our es to Lhis inean-
irovertible bul teo theoretical proposition. The
vapy next lime we revise our gnarierly budgel
we must lake this matter up in a practical Wdy
as well, In the frst place, of eourse, we .-!1.'-1[.]
have to cut down the expenditure 6l gOVSITUIICAR
denartments other lhan the People's (.t‘-l_‘-‘lmu
sariat of Education, and Uhe sums thus released
<hould be assigned for the latter's m-—.w;l-x..lln a
vear like the present, '.xh.sjl We are if‘:lLLi.l‘.-'.!_\
well supplied, we must not be plrary i iNCTEHS
ing the bread ration for schoolleachers.

Generally speaking, il cannol be :'~.:1|-'! that the
work now ‘being done in public u-!m-nlmnl.-.s li.-l_:
parrow. Quite a lol is heing done 1o I,s-,'r-.r L_]L- n!-!
tenchers out of their raf, Lo attract lhemn to the
pew problems, o Touse thel 1-._5.-1_-‘-_:r__ iny J:.-'ﬂ.l
methods of education, and in such problems as
AR f
]!.;‘. we are not doing the _11._:|'!!| thing, We are
not doing anvihing—or doing 1'.Ili‘ {rOIL Il'l'ill-?l;fI-L T
16 raise the sehoolteacher o Lo Jevel that 1
.1]:_}‘:!r!l':|l‘|T gssential il we want a0y caulture wdl
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all. prolefariin or even bours

in mind Fhe s Asiatic 1gno
| = i '

we liave nol yel extricated ourselve

y and from
which we ¢annot exiricale

ourselves withoul
strepuonus  effort—allhough  we  have  overy
opportunity to do so, beeause nowhere are Lhp
masses of the people so interested in real culture
as fthey are in our sunlry:newhere are the prob-
leras of this culture tackled so thuroughly and
I are-in ouy coutifry: mopo
sowrer 1 the hands of the
working class Whlrh n ils mass, 35 fully aware
f'n‘. the :Iv tenecivs. [ shall not say ol its cullure,
but ol ils literacy: nowhere is the working ¢
50 ready to make, and nowhere is il acloallv
I‘ﬂrﬂ{ill,‘g‘,. sueh sacrifices Lo improve its position
in this r'--n'Ju-;','!_ 5 i our rllnll;r'.' '
Toy little too liflle, is still being

'.J“l"l country

ng done by
us to ul|u-L QLT Hi‘.fw ]m-‘?_g'-'. tp satisfy, as o
ili"_’al_ medstre, the requirements of elementiary
puthlic ation. Even in onr Peaple’s Commis
Education we all too often find dis

tully inflated staffs in some state publishing
eéstanisimment, which 1= conlrary lo Lhe :'-!'}l'l.“.{-]‘:"i
that the stale’s first concern ‘sheuld not he
publishing houses but thal there should be o

.”'|'I
ple to

reard. that the number of people able to

ater; so that beok publishing should

political Hzhl in |:|.Iur-:.-' Hussia,

the old (and bad) habil. we i sHll

{ i titme and ¢lorl to L'_*L hnical
-!|_4a st LS, SHUCll At e 1estinn of ]I'_lf_tl'- }_}II,.._J"'
ing, than to the general polilical question af Tils

ong th-- pe u;nl-'

Central YVocational Educaiion

genis. Wi must bear
ance from which
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Board. we are sure [hal there; oo, we shall i
[ar top much thal is superfluous and intlated by
deparimental inlerests, much hat is ill-adjusted
to the requirements of broad public education.
Far from everything that we find in the Cenlral
Vocational Edueation Board can be justified by
legitimate desire fivst of all te improve and
give a practical slant 4o lhe education of our
young I: “In v workers. It weezamine the stall
ol the Central Vaealional Education Board care
hilly we | find wery much that iz inilated
respect letitious and should be

I'here iz stll yery much in the

} peasant slale Hiat can and must
bie econon il for lhe purpose of promoling liter-
! amonyg fhe people; this ecan be done by
cloging institutions whicn are playthings of a
sermi-arislocralic lype, or institutions we ean
still do witheut and will be able (o do withoul,
and shall have to de withoul, for o long lime o
COMe. Consial g the state of literacy among
[he people us i l xd by the stabistics

Our schoolleache « shioild be raised to a stan-

1 he has never achisved, ancd cannot achieve
hourgeois society. This is & truisin and
requires no: proof. We must strive for this state
iirs: by working sleadily, methadieaily and
pe aulz,-|.il_. to raise the teacher to a higher cul-
lural level, to train him thoroughly for his real-
lv high eal mmd—mainly, mainly and o
improve his position materially,

Wi ust systemat rostep up our ellorks
lo organise the schoolieachers so as Lo lransform
hem from the bithwvark of the bourgeols sysiem
that they still are in all capitalist counfries
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without exception, inlo the bulwark of Lhe 8o

h their agency, lo
t

viel svstem, in -!T‘i|n[', thiron
divert the peasantry trom allinnee with the bour-
geoisie and to bring them into alliance with the
proletarial.

Lwant briefly to emphasise the spicial mpar-
lance o this respect of regular visits to the il
lages; sueh visits, il is true, are alrcady being
praclised and should be regularly promoted. Wi
should not slint money—which we all lao ulten
wisle on the machinery of state thal is almos
enfirely a producl of the past historical epoch
on measures like these visils to the villages

Por the speech I was to have deliveved al the
Congress ol Soviels in December 1922 [ eol
lected dala oo the palronage undertaken by
urban workers over villagers., Part of these data
was obtained for me by Comrade Khodorovsky,
and sinee I have Deen unable to deal with this
problem and give il publicity through the Con
gress, 1 submit the matler to the comrades
CISCOSSION Jiow,

Here we have a fundamental political ques-
tion—the relations belween town and country—
which is of decizive importance for the whole of
our revolution. While the bourgeois state melhod-
ically concentrates sll its efforts on doping the
urban workers, adapling all the literature pub-
lished at state expense and at (he expense of
the tsarist and bourgecis parlies [or this pur-
prase, we can and must piilise UL |
tor mealke the nrban worker an effecti
cominunist fideas amone the

[ said “communist™, bul I h

resérvalion Tor fear ol causing a4 n

o A n ey SICh

ing, or ol being laken leo liteérally. Under no
circumstanees must this be voderslood Lo mean
that we should immediately propagate | ]
and sieictly communist ideas in the counlryside.
As long as our countreyside lacks the material
basis for communisng, 1t will be, T shoold say,
harmbyd, in facl, 1 should say, fatal. Tor com
munism to do so.

Thal is a fact. We must slart v eslablishing
contacts: helween lown and country without the
[ implanling communism 10

preconceived aim o
TE R ae it i gs s s
LB 15 2870 aun)y Wi caniod D

the rural districts
achieved at the present time. 1t is inopporlane,
and to set an aim bLike thal at the present time
would be harmful. instead ol uwseful, to the
CHTLER,

But it is our duly 1o establish contacts belween
the urban workers and lhe rural working
people, to establish between lthem a form ol
comradeship which edn gasily be created. This
is one of the fundamental tasks of the working
class which holds power, To aehieve [his we
musl form a2 number of assoclabons Party
trade union and privale) of factory workers,
which would devole themselves regulacky o as
sisling the villages in their culluryd development,

Is il possible to “altach™ all the urhan groups
to all the village groups, so that e working
class 2roup may [l s'l']\'i'l'!'lii'l:;l' I it] ol
every ||[|l|n"|‘||!il_\ Ol BVETY (HIEaS51011 Fo serve the
cultural ne = r‘}'i" fhe ".':||:|5_:.~"-. ETOun G e 1
“attached” 1o? Or will it be possible to fing :
forms of contact? 1 here confine myselt .
(ormulating the guesbion in order to draw the

{

comrades’ attention o it, lo point oul lhe

15483
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ayailable experience of Western Sileria (1o which
Comrade Khodorovsky deew my allenlion) and
to present this gigantic, historic cullural task
in all its magnitude.

We are doing almost nolhing for the rural
districts oulside onr official buduel or oulside
official channels. True, in onr countey the nature
of the cultural relations belween town and vil
lage is avlomatically and incvitably changing
Uhder i'él[]leJ;'IHqT?'{ the town introduced JJr_l[“j_{_-El_j
cconomic, morsl, physical, eley corruption into
the counityside. In our case, towns are automal
ically Leginning lo inlroduce the very opposite

[ this. into the cowntryside. But, I repeal, all
this is going om aulomatically, sponlancously,
and ean be improved [and later increased a hun-

old} by doing il consciously, methodically
bt nratically.

Ve shall begin to advanee (and shall then
surely advance a hundred times more quickly)
only after we have studied the question, after
wi have formed all sorls of workers® orcanisa-
tions—doing everylhing o prevenl them from
beeoming bureaueratic—to lake up the matier.

discuss il and get things doae,

Janiza ry 2, 1923

rlea '-\..:._ F3
Jantney of, 1§23
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Hrome OON CO-0PERATION

i

Whenever 1 wrote about the New Economic
Poliey 1 always quoied the arlicle on state capi-
talismif" which 1 wroleé in 1918, This hay moare
than once aroused doubls in the minds of cortain
young comrades. Bul their doubts swere mainly
on sabslrael political points.

It seemed to them that the term “state capi-
ltalism®™ could ool be applied to a syslém under
which the means of production were owned by
the working class, a working class thal held polit
ical power. They did nol nofice, however, that
I used the lecm “stale eapilalism”, flestly, lo
conneeci Iy our present posilion with
the position adepled in my controversy with the

1 Left Communists™; also, 1 argued at
the time thal state capitalism would be superior
to our existing economy. 11 was important for

show the continuily between ordinary
apitalism and the anusual even very unu-
state capitalism to which I referred in
inlroducing the reader lo the New Feonomic
Policy. Secondly, the practical purpose was al Ways
mmportant Lo me, Al the practical purpose of

14"
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our New Feonomic Poliey was to lease oul con-
cessions. In the prevailing circumstances, con-
cessions in our couniry sould unruestionably
.“‘W": nern a pure type of state capifalism. That
13 how T argued aboutl state capitalism.

But there is snother aspect of the matler Lop
which we may need slate vapitalism, or al leasl
a ;;L_-;,u};;ﬂ'i%.r-n wilhe it 1L 35 the question of co
aperatives.

Inn the capitalist stite, cho-operabives are 1o
doubl collective capitulist inslilutions, Nor is
there any doubt thal nnder mr present econom
ic eonditions, when we combine private capi
Lalist enlerprisgs—but in no ofhier way han on
nationalised land and in no olher wav than
under the conlrol of the '.'.'urk'tl|y-r_'!_;;_55m.ﬂel[u—
wilh enlerprises of a :.-n-..&i.»n-arl_f suclalist type
[the means of producton, the land on which the
enferprises are silusaled, and the enlerprises as 4
whelt belonging Lo the state], the que=lion arises
about a third type of enterprise. the co oper
atives, which were nol lurmerly regarded as an
independent lype dilfering fundsmentally [rom
the others. Under privale capitalism. rnv-npcr‘a-
tive enterprises differ from capitalist enterprises
as eollective enterprises difler from  private
enterprises, Under siate capitalism, eo rrp--;'-.;_'._ju
cnterprises differ from slate capitalisl enterprises
firstly, because they are private t.|11l-['Il1';3un,
I secondly, because Lhey are collective pnter-
prises. Under our present syslom, co.operative
enterprises diller from private capitalist enter
prises because they are eplleclive enterprises,
but duo npt differ from socialisi enterprises if
tie land on which they are situated and the

im0 Coppernlion N 3

means of production belong T the state. fe.. the
working class,

This circumslance is nod considered sulfficient
Iy when co-operatives are discuszed. 11 is forgol-
len tal owing lo the special Teatures of our
political svstem, our eo-operatives acqguire an
altogether exceptional signiflcance: 1 we exclude
concessions, which. incidentally, have nol devel-
oped on any considerable seale. eco-aperalion
nnder owr econdifions mearly always colneides
fully will socialisi.

Let me explain what T mean. Why were the
plans of the old co-operalors, from Robert Owen
onwards, [ stic? Because lhey dreamed of
pracetfuolly  remodelling confemporary  society
o soeialism wilbhoul laking accounl of suels
fundfamental questions as the class strugele, the
capture of political power by Lhe warking class,
the averthrow of the rule of The cxploiting rlass.
That is why we are righi in regarding as enlirely
fantastic this *'c tive" socialism, and as
romantic, and even banal, the dream of trans
forming ¢lass enemies into class collaborators
and class war into class peace |So-called class
iruce) by merely organising the population in
co-operalive sociefies.

Undoubtedly we were right from the peint o
view ©f the fundamental task of the present
day. for sociali canpob beestablished without
a class strugele for political power 1o the state.

Bul see how things have chaoged mow tha
political power iz in the hapds of the working
elass, now at the political power of the explol
erse iy overtheown and all he means o
tion (excepl those which the
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voluntarily abandons en specified (erms and for
a cerfain lime lo the exnl

inters in the form of
concessions) are owned by [he workine ¢lase.

Now we are entitled to say that for ns fhe
mere growth of co-operation [wilh the “slight”
exceplion mentioned abovel is identical wilh
the growth ol soeialism, and al Lthe same Hme
we have te admil that there hay heen a radical
modification in our whale oullook on soeialism.
Ihe radical modification is this: formerly we
placed, and had to place, the muin 2 phasis on
the political struggle, ot revolution. on winning
political power, ele, Now the emphasis is chang
ing and shifting to peaceful. organisational, “cnl-
tural” work, 1 should say that emphasis is shift
ing lo edueational work, were it not for our
inlernational relationg, were it not for lhe fact
that we have to fisht for our position on a world
scale. If we leave thal aside, however, wnd con.
fine ourselves to internal cconomic rel inns, lhe
tmphasis in our work is certainly shifiing Lo
cducation.

Two main tasks confront us, which comsbilule
the epoch—to reorganise our machinery of slate
which is utterly useless. and which we tonk over
in ils entirety from the preceding epoch; during
the past five years of strusgle we did not, and
could nol, drastically roorsanise it, Qur second
task is educalional work among the peasants.
And the economic ohbjecl of this educalional
work among the peasanls is to organise the Iat
ter in vo-operative gocieties. If (lie whole of the
peasaniry had been organised in co operatives,
we wonld by now have been standing wilh hoth
tect on the soil of socialism. But the oreanisation

n co-opecalive socletics

culture among the
i 1 a e B & Fu m= H_.‘-:

peasants [procisely amng Lire [J-:a.a_m... s

in Iacl, he

of the entire peasanley in
presupposts aslandard of

overwhelr ; mass] lhat cannog,
achieved without a cultural Tevolution. -

Our opponents told us 'J".ET..'-L‘.':I’.I_'{“_'?' that -
were rash in wndertzking to implani :'t:_li'-h'll'..ﬂﬂﬁ
in an insufficiently cultured country. Bal II'::-;J
were masled by our I'l.—n"-_u;;_; &Ld]'ll_‘l.L F1.‘G\1TI Iw
opposile end to that preseribed by theory |.t£ur..
theory of pedants ol all kmds. |J<.'-'.‘E5ll~‘-li.‘ it nj:.
counley the polilical and secial revolution ]?H'-I
ceded the cultural revolulion, that very 1?':_!-|.|",J1"."-i:.
revolutivn which nevertholess now conlronis uns.
- is cullural revolution weould now v'_xui‘rmﬁ to
make our counfry a completely ,“.",1"'”"",” -:ﬁ.:ulmr-
try: but it presents J_[I.I..-'!LL..'UI.?:II;': :I-I‘rmﬂ-ur:_-= 13.11-.(1.
pi-J.l'L:|'-. cultural [for we-are illiteraie) .'1_1":;: :ﬂjl:a L..l‘
rial character [for Lo be cullured we n.l!l_.t_!l ;LLJILJ!‘_-I'..:
a ecerlain development ol he material means

£ o vl
of production, musl lhave a certan maferlal




OUR REVOLUTION

(4 propos of N Sukhanor's Nares)

I hiavi lately heen glancineg Huuugh Sukha

Ao%'s notes on the revelution, What sl lkes one

most 15 the prdg ntry of all aur I:rliw. boursenis
demacrats and of all the herges of the Second
Internalional. Apart from the fact ”I.'L'liull[,';r'h'l' rlr
all extremely laint-hearted, that when it "="J‘:"
to lhe minutest devialion [romy  the r;:-r'.-hl;??
'm.ﬂ;l:-l £ven l_lJ-:. best of 1hem Fortify [J|r'r!‘|,~,(:J'-.-‘r--'
Wil L'.."'S-l."."-u.'!l_'ll.'l.\- —apart Irom [,'ii_‘-.
!\1-". which it common to all
demaocrats and has been Al

hy them throughout the

characleris-
petty-bourseois

midantly manifested
Sp ) ! he ‘.’."-':'-fllijt-ll. what sirikes
eir slavish imitation of the past.
They a all themselves Marxisls, b
canceplion of Marzism i
They have commplete Iy Lailed

| their
impossibly pedantic,
to understane
1\_ decisive in Marxism, namely, ils revol Ji:n:\:}:ﬁl
Haleelles, T hevy hove even 1!--:.r|]||I1J Failed :
izzn_-::-ia_u-n\l Marx’s plain  statements that in
»:u_?in-'- 0 revolution the utmost flexibilifwe i:
demanded, and have even failed 1o nolice. for
ance, the staiemenls Muarx made in fl-'.--\-l Lest

|i1

O Fevolnfiodn

ters——I think it was in 1858—expressing the hope
of combining a peasant war in Germany, which
mighl create a reworlulic MIArY situation, with the
working-class moyeme nl they avold even this
plain statement and walk round and aboul {1
like a cat around a bowl of hat porridge.

Their eonduet belrays them as cowardly
reformists who are afraid to deviate trom the
hovrgenisic, lel alone break with it, and at the
same e they ayse their cowardiee with the
wildest rhetoric and braggartry. But what sirikes
gne i ali of them even from the purely theo-
retical point Of view is (heir utler nabilily o
grasp the following Marxisi consideralions: up
to now they have seen capilalism and bourgeois
Ll'_‘ll!lJ'.Z;'c!.'.'_"-’ in Woestern Euraps Follow a definite
palh of development, and cannot econeeive that
lhis path can be taken as 4 model only mufalts
matandiy, only with cerlain amendmoents (quits
insignificant from the slundpeint of the general
development of world history)

First—the revelution conneeled with the first
imperialist workd war. Surh #1 revolulion was
bound to reveal new [eatures, or yariations,
restlting from the war itself, for the world has
never seen such a war in such a sitnation, We
find thal sinee the war the bourgeoisie of the
wealthicsl connlrics have to 1]:1-\ day heen
unable to restore “normal” bourgeois relations.
Yot our relormists— petty bourgeois who make a
show of being revolutionaries—believed. and still
heliowe. Lt normal bourgesis relations are the
Hmil (thus far shall thou go oand we barther).
And even their conceplion ol “‘normal™  is
exremely stereniyped and narrow
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Secondly, they ave complels sirangers o the
idea that while the development of world histo-
ry as a whale follows general laws il is by mo
means precluded, bul, on the eontrary, presumed,
that certain periods of development may dis
play pecolisrilies In eilher the form or the
sequence. of this development. For instar we; it
does not even rlucur- to them that becaunse Tussia
stands on 1he border-ling between the ecivilised
eountrics  and the countries which this war has
For the first time definilelv broughl into Lhe
orhit of civilisation—all the Oriental, nen-Euro-
pean countrics—she could and wag, indeed,
bound to reveal certain distinguishing features;
although these, of course, are in Eseping with
the general line of world development, they
dislinguish her revolalion (tom those which took
place in the West-European couniries and
introduce cerlain partial innovations 25 the revo-
lulion moves on to the countries of the East,

Infinitely slercotyped. for instance. is the
argument they learned by role during the devel
opmenl of Wesl-European Social-Democracy,
namely, that we are nal yei ripe for socialis
that. as cerbain ° ned" I umong ther
pat 3t the olu;rl tive econaor premises [or
socialism do nol exist in our country. 1t does not
pecur to any of them to ask: hul whal
peaple thal found itself in a revelulionary
fion such s that created during the JLr"—l
imperialist war? Might it not, influenced by the
nopelessness of its situation; fling itsell into a
struggle that would offer il al least some chance of
securing conditions Tor the further development
of civilisation that were somewhal gnusual ?

Dor Revalution 9

“The development of the productive forees ol
RBussia has oot attained the level thal makes
socialism possible ™ ATl the heraes of the Second
Inlernational, including, of course, Sukhanowv,
beal the drums about this proposition. They Reep
harping on Ihis inconiroverlible prui.n.r.si‘-.L_UL] i.“
a thouzand differen! keys. and think that il is
the desisive criterton of our revolution.

But what if the situation, which drew Russia
inlo the imperialist world war Uiat involved
every more or less influenlisl Wesl Eqropean
counlry and made her a witiess of lhe eve of
the revolufions maturing or partly already begun
in the East, gave rise lo circumstances that pat
fussia and I,l[:‘.T' development in a position which
enabled us Lo achieye precisely thel comhinaiion
of a “peasant war' wilh the working-class
movement suggested in 1856 by no less a Marxist
than Marx himself as & possi prospect tor
Prussia¥ .

Whal il the complste hepelessness of the
siluation, by stimulaling the efforts of the workers
and peasants tenfold, offered us the opportani-
Iy lo create the fundamental regquisites of: civi
lisation in « different way from thal of the West-
European countrics? IHas that rﬂ_fr‘rr-\-f_l the gener-
al line of developmen! of world history? Has
that altered the basic relations hetween the basie
classes of all the counbrics that are being, or
have been, drawn into the B noral course /
world history?

If a definife
Ihe buildiag of sociali i _ "-m rd\.-'_
say just what that de swein[of eulbiee?
for it differs in CVRTY 1.’\“ Lrtl"an.L coumniry)
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why cannol we begin by first achieving the pre-
requisites for thal definite level of culture in a
revalulionary way, awd fhen, with the aid of
the wirkers' and peasanls” government and e
Soviel system. proceed Lo overtake the other
malions?

January 16, 1623

i1

You say that civilisation is necessary for Lhe
building of socialism. Very good. Bul why eould
we nof firsl create such prerveguisiles ol civilisa
tion in our country as the expulsion of the Tand
pwiers and the Hussian ecapitalists, and then
start moving lowards socialism? Where, in what
haoks. have you read that such variations of Lhe
cuslomary historical sequence of events are
impermissible or impossible?

Napoleon, 1 ok, wrote: “On senguage el
piis .oo on peil” Rendersd freely this means:
"Fust engage in a serious balile and then sep
whal happens™ Well, we did firsl engage in a
serious’ ballle in Oclober 1917, and then saw
such details of development (from the stand-
point of world history they were cerlainly details)
as the Bresl peaee, The New Economic Poliey,
and so frrth. And now there can be ne doubl
thal in the main we have been vielorions.

Our Sukhanevs, solb to mention Soecial
Democrats still farlher to the righl, never even
dream |hat revalofions could Lo made olhep-
wise, Uhur Evropean philistines never even dreeam

i eny
e Revilulion o

ental

that the subsecquent revolutions 1 .
countries, which possess much vaster populafions

er diversity of secial condilions,

and 4 much vasl 1l
pven greater disting-

will undoubfedly display
fions than the Russian revolutipn. '

[t neod hacdly be said thal a texthook -,1_-1".T1{:-11
oni Kaulskian lings was a very ugelul ung in
its day. Bul it is fime. for all !._'ﬂ.il[. fi :511mnlrlu:a
the ides thal it feresaw all the forms oo develop
ment of sabsequent world history. It \'i"f}ull'i.L Le
timely to say that those who Lthink so are simply

fools.

January 17, 1923
Publlshed in Provda No. 1T
Moy 30, 1823

Sigmeds Eerdn




From BETTTR FEWER, BUT BETTER

In the matter ol improving our state appara
lus, the Workers’ and TPeasants Inspection
should nof, in my opinion. vither strive after
quanfily or hurry. We have so far hesn able to
dovole so little thoughl and allention to the
ctlciency ol our stale apparatus thal it would
now be quite legitimate if we lovk speeial care

secure ils thorough organisation, and con-
centrated in the Workers® and Peasants' Inspoe-
tion & stafl ol workers really ahreast of the
Lirmwes, ie., noi int v to the besl Wost-FEuro-
pean standards, For a socialisl republic this con-
dition is, of course, oo modest, Bul our EXpe-
rience ol (he lirst five years has fairly crammed
our heads with mistrost and sceplicism. These
gualitics asserl themselves involuniarily when,
lor example, we hear peaple dilaling al 100 greal
length and too Aippantly on “proletarian’ cul-
ture. For a start, we should be salisfied with
real bourgeois culiure, for a start, we should be
=] /

glad lo dispense with the erudes tvpes of pro
hourgeois cullure, i.e., bureauecratic culture op
serf culture, ele. Io matters of culture, haste
and sweeping measures are most harmful. Manw
of owr young writers and Communists ghould
get this well into their heads:

Fhus, in the matler of onr state apparatus we
should now draw the conclusion Cram eur past

Heller Fewer, But Balcl

exporience thal il would he beller o proceesd

more slowly.

Qur state apparatus is so deplorable, not to say
wretcher, that we must first think very careful-
v how to combat its defects, bearing in mind
that these defeets are rooted n the past, which,
aithough it has been overthrown, has nol yel
heen avereoms, has not vel rexched the stage of
a eulture that has receded inle the distant past
1 say eulture deliberately, because in these mal-
lers we can only regard as achieved what has
beeome part and parcel of our culture, of our
social life, pur habils., We might say thal the
cooil in our secial syslem has not been properiy
studied. understood, and taken to heart: il ]:.-.-x
been hastily grasped at: it has not been yerificd
or lested. corroboraled by experience, and nol
made durable, ete. Of course, it could nol be
atherwise in a revolutionary époch, when devel-
npment proceeded at such  brealineck *].'-Prﬂ
that in a malter of five vears we passed from
{sarism to the Soviet system.

Tt ic time we did something about if. Viomusl
show sound seepticism for loe rapid progress
for honstfulness, ete. We must give thought fo
testing the sleps [orward we preclaim  every
honur, take ;ny}_x- mintute and then prove every
second that thev are flimsy, superficial and mis-
understood. The most harmlul thing here would
he haste. The most harmful thing would be 1o
relvy on lhe assumption that we kiow al least
something. or that we have any considerable
nuraber of elements necessary for the buiding
of & really new stale apparalus, one really
W L_I['l_,l_],_\.. lll-'_"-.-" callizd S0 gt. Soviet, gic,
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No, we are ridiculously deficienl of sieh an
apparatus, and even of the clements of i, and
we must remetber thal we should nol stint time
on building il, and that it will take many, many
:‘,' CArsSs, F l i

What elements have we for building this
apparalos? Only two. Figst, the workers who are
absorbed in the slrugele for socialism. These
clements are nol sufficienily educaled, They
would like to build g better apparatus for us, but
they do nol knew how. They cannol build one.
They have not yel developed the cullure required
for this; and il is culture thal is required, Noth-
g will be aclieved in this by doing things in
& rush, by assault, by vim or vigour, or in gener-
al, by any of the best human qualilies. Second-
ly, we have elemenls of knowledge. educalion
and traning. but they are ridicn wisly inade
quéile compared with all ether-countries.

Here we must not forget thal we are oo prone
lo compensate (or imagine That we can eomjpen
sate) our lack of knowledge by zeal, haste, ole,

In wrder to renovate our state apparatus we
must at all costs set oul. firsh, Lo learn, secondly,
to learn, and thirdly, to learn, and then see to
il thal learning shall not remain a dead letter,
or a [ashionable ealeh-phrase {and we should
wdmil in all frankness that this happens veéry
often with us), thal learning shall really bicome
part af our very beipg, that il shall actually and
fully become g consliluenl elemenl of our social

life.
Wrillens on Msrnh 2 1993

- Mroeda Woo 40
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N. k. KRUPERAY S

ILYICH'S FAVOURITE BOOKS

I'he comrs who first miroduced me to Liyich
gld me lhal he was a man of scienlific bealy
lhal Lie read seientilic books exclusively, that he
had never read a novel wnd mever read poclry.
This surprised me. I myself in my youth had
read all the elassics; | knew practically the
whole of Lermontoy by heart, and sueh wrilers
as Chernyshevsky, Tev Tolstei and Uspensky
biad. somehow, become: part of miv life. It seemed
stpange (o me thal here was a man nol the least
bil interested m =il i

Alterwards, wh in the course of work I
became beller accpuainted with IHyich, gel o
know how he appraised people. and observed
how closely he studied life and people. then the
living Tlyich displaced the image of the man
who hiad never read a book dealing with the life
of the peaple.

It so happened that the complications of life
]','.-,:l.-tl.rh'{».r! us from disenssing this subject. Tt was
only later, during our exile in Siberia, thal 1
learned thal Llyich koew the classics as well as
| did, and had nel oniy read, but had resrcad
Purgeney, Tor instanece. T beought with me ie

13




228 N. B Krupskay:

Siberia  hooks by Pushkin, Lermontovy and
Nekrasov. llyich arranged them near his bed,
alongside Hegel, and read them owver and over
again in the evenings. Pushkin was his Favourile.
But it was not only the style that he liked. 'or
¢gample, bhe was very [ond of Chernysheveky's
Wiheat Is To Be Dorne? despite the Faet that ils
style is somewhal naive. I was surprised when
I zaw how atlentively he read this book and how
he poticed its finesl points. locidenially, he was
very fond of Chernyshevsky, and his Siberian
album ¢dnfained two photographs of this wriler
on one of which he had weitien the dates of the
wrilel's birlh and dealh. Thiz album alse con-
tained o pholograph of Emile Zolh and of Rus
sian wrilers, Herzen and Pisarcy. Al one: Lime
Hyicly was very [ond of Pisgrey and read many
of his works. In Siberia we also had a copy of
Goethe's Faust, and a volume of Heine's poems,
beth in German.

Upon relurning to Moscow [rom exile Hwich
weni to the thealre to ses Per Kotseler Han
gchel. He said saflerwards that he had
I"::l.|r=_"~'-!':l-| ik

Among the Dbooks he liked while in Muonieh 1
remember Gerhardl's Bei Mamoa, and Biittner
haner by Paolensz,

Afterwards, during aur second emigralion in
*aris, Tlyich found pleasure i reading Vielor
Huga's Chdatimienis, dealing with the 1848 revo
lation: lugo wroie it while abroad, and copies
were smuggled inlo France. Although there is &
oalve pomposity i this verse, one feels, never-
theless, the hreath of vevolution, lyich sagerly
frequented the cafés and Lhe snburban theatres

Heieli's Faveurite Tocks ik

it Paris to hear the revolulion: chansonniers.

who, in 1he working-class dislricts: sang aboul
evervthing—ahont how  intoxicated peasanls
tlected o lravelllng agitaler to the Chamber of
: i up of children,
unemployment and so on. Uyich was particularly

Doputies, aboul the bring

!
fond of Montéeus. The son of a FParis Commiu-
nard, he was a gredal lavourite in the working
dass districts; True, in his improvised songs—
vichly sarnished with the avour of life—there
was no definite ideology of any kind. but there
was much in lhem that appealed. Tlvich often
bummead his Greeting 1o lhe 17h BRegunent,
which had refused to fire on strikers: “Sealui,
saltif & pous; soldats, da Fi-me” Once, at a
Russian spcial evening, Tyich conversed with
Montégus and it was slrange to see these fwio
men who differed so vastly—when the war broke
ot Montégus sided with the chauvinists—dream-
ing of world revolutivn. But things like thal
happen—yau meet somenne in A rallway carrigge
whom wvou bave never lknown before, and lo
the accompaniment of the grinding wheels you
talk in serious vein and sav things that you
would never sav ab anolber time. and then you
part and |_',-\+_-~.I_';'-1|'|::'(_'1, scrain, And so it was here.
Moreaver, the eonversation was in French; and
it 1e pasier lo dream alewd ina foreign language
than in one’s own. We had the services of
a French charwoman a couple of hours a day.
Onee 1lwich heard her singing a song aboul
Alsace, He asked her to sing il over again and,
alterwards, upon memorising the words, he
often sang if himsell, The song ended with the

wiords:




Vo avéz pris UAlsace ef in Lorraine

MWais molged praus nots resterans francais,
Vous quez pn germaniser nogs plaines

Mais nolre corur—veus ne Vapres jomoais!

(You have seized Alsace and Lorraine, buat

in spite of you we shall remain Preach; you

bave managed 1o Germanise our Belds. but never
will vou have onr hearls’)
That was in the year 1969, when reaction was

rampant and lhe Parly Tay  defeated. Bul

its
revolutionary spirit had not been broken. And
the song snited [lvich's mocod. One should have
heard the lesling he pul iole lhe wards:

Mais notre coenr—ubaus ne Paures Jomors!

During those very hard in pmigralion,
concerning which Ilyich always spoke with y
feeling of sadness {when we relurned to Russia
he repeated onee more what he had ofllen said
Letore: ""u_'l.JI'_'n_' did we ever leave Geneva [or
Paris?”) —during those prim sears he dreamed
and dreamed. whether in conversation with Mon
tégna, or fervently singing the song about Als:
or during the sleepless nights when he read
Verhaeren.

Still later, during the war, Tlyich was attracted
by Barbussa's Le Fea, which he regarvded as an
extremely important book—a book which was in
lune with his own feelings:

W seldom wvisited the thealre, On the rare
peeasions lhat we did, the insipidness of the
play and the had acling got on Ilyich’s nerves.
Tsually we left the thealve after the first aet. The

Hyich's Fawourite Doo

ather comrades laughed af us and asked why we
wosked our money.

On ofie occcasion, However, Tlyich sat lhrough
a play; this I think was at the end of 1'f?l3_il:
Berne, and the play was Tuolstei’s The Living
(orpse. Although it was acted in German, the
man who took the role of the prince was a Bus
siam and he succesded in putting over Tolstol’
idea, Tense and exeiled, Thvich followed every
deftail of the play.

And lastly. in Bussin. To Ibyich the new art
eeemerd somehow to be alien and incomprehen
sible, Onee we were asked to a concert mn the
kremlin for Rod Army men: Uwich was given a
seat in the [ront row. The aciress Gzovskaya,
deelaiming something by Mavakovsky _".‘w['lat_:.-r
is our hody and the drum owr heart™—was
sesluring right in front of Ilvich, who was taken
aback by The suddenness ol it all; he grasped
vory lillle of the recitation and heaved a sigh
of relief when (Frovskava was ced by anoth-
er actor who began to read Chekhov's Evil-doer.

One evening llyich wanted to see for himsell
how the young people were gotling on in the
communes. We decided o visit our young friend
Varyva Armand who lived in 2 commune for art
school students. 1 think thal we made the wisil
on lhe day Kropotkin was buried, mn 1921 It
was a hungry vear. but the young people were
filled with enthusiagm. The people in the com
mune slept praclically on bare hoards, they had
neither bread ner sall. “Bub we do have
cereals? said o radiant-faced mupmber of the
commune. With  (his cersal they boiled a
good porridge for llyieh. Ilvich Jlooked at
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ihe voung p I|-|'|;L at the radiant fac of Tha
i erowded around him,. and
ru'.'i::ri:;ﬂ in hiz face, They showed

* nadve drawings, explained their mean

ing, snd bombarded him with gquestions, And |
smiling, evaded answering and parried by askin
questions of his own: “Whal do von read? Di
you read Pushkin?”—"0h, no™ d someone
“alter all he was a bourgeois; we read Maya
" Mwich: smiled, T Think,” he satd. “that
Pushkin 1s hetter™ After this lh"ﬂh took a4 more
favomrable view of Mayakovsky., Whenever the
F"f-r'-[."— TR WaSs Il]"l'lill'fit.'u ]Jk' E'l'i'c":ll":-..'L the young

art students who. full o vand gladness, and

ready o dio Tor the .‘ﬁ-r.-'1l v wWere unahli

1- -
kovaky.

o find words in the co .Jr..lll‘l.'i'(.J‘- 1gage
with which 1o express themselyes, d soughl

i"'" answer in the obscurs verse of Mavakovsky,
l |"Tl‘t'-h".';l'!l: TL"“"'I’ anes pira ol Mavakovsky

verse in which he ri uled Soviet red
151r— Rhooks af the dav_ T remember that
1 abopl Ehrenburg’s was

You koo v i satd .'I'Iil.:\il_lz!_-zl!_\l' “thiat

Llya ¢ Shaggy (Ehrenbure’s nick-

the Art Theatre seversl bmes. On
: The Dehl which Tlvich
very miich. l'i‘-- next day we saw Gorl

The Lower pihs. Hyich liked Gorky the man,
with whom he had become eloselv acquainted al
the London -1‘11 rress ol the Party, and he liked
Gorky the artist: he said that Gorky the astisl
was capable of grasping things instantly. Wilh
Gorky he alwavs spoke very [tankly, And so i
foes withoul saying that he sel l'i'.'- slandasrds
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lnetion, 'The gver-aeling irritaled

Lawer Pepths he avoided

long time. Onee the two of us

.'_Iu‘- g i -,';. Variye, which he

v much, Aad finally, the last Lime we

,rhl I y the heatre, in Ilf‘*“?'—-.vn AW A slaee ver-

cion of Dickenss Cricket pn the Hegrih. After

the first act lly found il dull: the saccharine
sentimentality gol on his nerves, and during the
conversation belween the old foymalier and his
blind daunghter he epuld stand it no longer and
left in the middle uf the act

I

uring the Iast menihs of his ';'n-.. fo
! him I;rh'_ln at his request. us in the
rewil him Shel L'-[lnn. .hul L-m]w s Mg
i He alsa liked te hear l}nﬂm,
, ~eml~. Demyan Bedny, preferring his heroie
verse Lo his salbiris al,
Sometimes. when listening ko poetry, he would
thoughtfully ont of the »..1L||n'\ af the
sun. | emember [he poein wi ch ended
the woards: “Never, never shall the Com-
I LI_1L-.1 i be slaves.” ;
read, T seemed 1o be repaating a yow o
[iyich. Never, never shall we surrender a zingle
wain of the Revohiution.
" Twe days before he d ﬂ I read him a story
by Jack London— the |.-|.k is lying now on the
I;.;h_':- in his room Fave of l‘u” This is a
"lm'll-‘"L-' story. Over a showy wasle where a
linman being had never set foot, a man, sick and
dving 13 hunger. makes his way Lr.lwatlrl_!h a
bier on a river. Iis strength i3 giving out, he no
{rnzer walks, |'-Ll II:?‘.‘E‘J:-'. and close behin |r'I b,
also crawling. is a famished and dying wolf: in
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the ensuing slrugole befween man and wolt, the
man wins: hall-dead, and half-crazed, he reaches
his goal. Tlvich was carried awaw by this story
MNext day he asked me to read another London
story. [Towever, with Jack [ondon the powerful
is mixed with the exeeedingly weak, The sccond
story was altogether dillerent—one thal preached
bourgeois moral: Lhe captain of 4 ship promises
the owner that be will sell the carge of grain al
a good price: he sacrifices his life n order fo
keep hiz word, lyieh laushed and waved
Hiand.

Thal was the last time 1 road to him.

Rominiseaners of Lenim by fhis
Reletiioo s, M ¢, 1956, e HAR

CLARA ZETKIN
MY RECOLLECTIONS OF LENIN

(A Kxcerpt)

Tenin found us thred Wiomen discussing art,
aducation and upbringing I '|'|n':1|':-f-‘.1115r_'1 al Hiat
moment o be volcing enthiusiastically my aston-
ishment at the nnique and titanie cultural work
of the Bolsheviks. at the unfoliding in the coun
try of ¢ Fve forees siriving to bhlaze new trails
¥ t and education, L I . 7
sion that much of what 1 observed » us slill !
jectural, mere gropung the dark, jusl :=w|n=-'.1_—
mental, and that along ih zealon .~,'['?.LJ'~.‘|II-='*' for
new conlenl, new forms and new wavs in the

for ar
¢
i

ephere of cnliure one encounters: al 1|m_s-.ul an
unnatural desive to follow the fashion and *..hn-:l:
lv imitale western modsels Lenin at r...nl'r|= plunged
with keen intersst inte the conversation :
“The awakening of new forces and the har-
nessing of them to the task of creating A new
art and culture in Soviet Russia arc a :'-‘,"-"\'{]!"'Il"ﬁf—"'
a very gond thing., The hurricane e Dt 1
.-1:-\5,-_!{3;:-n|9n e unmdersiandable u_:a-l_ wsetnl. e
must malke good the loss incurred by L'.t'i:|'..L£iE'.:-
ol neslect and make good ia what we want lo

do: Chaotic fermentahion, feverish hunl Lor new




] seclaimed loday swith showts

hosanng® in relation to cerfain trends in avt
and fields ol Uought, and rejected tomorrow
with cries of ‘erucify him’—all this is inevi-
table.

“Hevolution unlesshes all forces teftered hith-
crto and drives them from their deep recesses
af life to (ke surface. Take, for cxample, the
wfluence exerted by fashion and the caprices of
the tsarisl courlt as well as by the fastes and
whigng ol the aristocracy and the bourgeoisic on
the development of our paipling, scilpiure and
architecture. In societv based on privale proper
Ly the ariis) produces for the markel, needs cus-
tomers: Our revelulion freed arlisls from the
voke of these extremely prosaic conditions. It
furned the slale jnlo their delender and clienl
providing them with erders. FEvery artist, and
everyone who considers himsell such, has lhe
righl o create |'1'1'|"E.\'_ by fellerw his ideal l'r‘lr'__’_.'ii'i[-
lezs of evervihing.

“Bul, then, we are Communisis, amd oushl
not to stand idly by and give chaos free rein to
l‘l!"\'<:"'|'!!| We should steer Lhis pracess acrord
ing to a worked-out plan and musl shape ils
resufts. We are still far, very far from {his, T
seemis to me that we too have aur Doctors Karl
stadt. We are oo great “iconoclasts in painting®.
The beautiful must he pres
example, as the pomt of depart BVEN
‘old". Why torn aor backs on what is truly bean-
liful, abandon it as the point of departure for
further developmen! solely beeduse it is “old’?
Why worship

the new as a god compelling sub-
mission merely

besause it i ‘nmew™ Monsense!

My Regollections of Linio

Boch and nonsensé! Here much is pure hypoeri
wyv o oatid of course UNCOILECIOLS deference to the
i Thld L & - R

4rt fashions ruling the West. We are good revo-
1 I - : 1 a g Wlivded T SR
lutionaries but spmehow we foel obhig g | ;rr prove
fhat we are also ‘up (o the mark in MOGELRL L1
ture’. 1 however make bald o declave Lll_\_f'ht'-I‘ 4
; ] is e & ta consider fho
‘harbarian’. It iz D .\-r._u] me to r‘}r‘:L |.” o
products ol expressionisml, Fulorism,’™ CUDISTE
“blher ‘isms y highes ianifesialion ol
and olher ‘ismg the highesl
s therm. 1

By 1

gptistic esenius. I do nol inclepsiand

= i e}
experience no joy from them, _
i e restrain mysell and admiited

I could no longer resirail) Myseil A
thal my pereeplion likewise Was loo dull 10
i g 3 H 2 1+l . et e
anderstand why an ingpired fnee showld be ariisia
¢ally espressed by triangles instead of a nost
and why the siriving for revolutionary ackivity
5 : : A = ] 322 B 1 g
shonld fransmuie the bhuman hady, in uh..ul.lu 1._.1LE
orwans are linked up and form one u'th;Lh.ili-_x
Tt L ¥ ottt eack hoisted on
whole, into an amorphous soft ..d.!\.l..l ! .:
two stilts and |_'||'|"-'."[|':ll_'|'l wiith o live-proiged
forks. : |

Lenin burst into a heatty langh e

“Yes. dear Clara, il can’t be Lelped., We're
both old fogies. For us il 3% {:l_'..-u;_,ﬂ: l.il':lLI‘-‘r'!I'
| are amonyg the foremosi ol

FemAall VOung anc : s B
.ast in matkers concerning the rivolotion. Bu
d T . e 3 : ! iy I G
wi won'l he alile to kecp pace with the new arl;
we'll just have to come trailing behimd, |
"1'.:'-1IL|. Lienin continned, “our opnion ol il!kl
: } y i 1 - a n g ..._ -4 | 5 3 I-]

is mol Ihe important thing, Nor 15 L o1 W
what arf means lo a few hundred

CORSCEUeIes: . ,
: : yopnlation counted

ar even thousand out of a 1 : d
bv the millions. Art belongs 1o ine people, ln
rools should be deeply implanted in the _':--..j
thick af the lnbouring DIasses It shpnld be
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understood and loved by these
unite amd elevate [heir feelings
.Wlli. it must shiy to aclivity and devi & art
e TEr L 1 1 ; . 7
instinets within them, Should we serve -'\llLI.'l‘-ill"
.-,'\.\'-:ut cale to i small minoerity while (e wo
ancl peasant masses are in need of hlack bres
|iL goes wilhounl saying that the followine is to
w undersfood not f'!|h Literally hut also four
,lh_l.‘_i‘_. s i il -.‘. HER S L,._,LI:
: we mnst always have before our oves
the workers apd the pepsants. 11 1s for Fheir sike
thal we muasl 1....||1'| le manage; to reckon: This
-:1.1_1;_' ‘5 also to the sphere of art and enliure ]
"oy oarl ta ot closer 5T o
0 |;- ll_..r ..'} get closer o the people and i
peoplc to art we must siarl by raising genepal
1-[1”|" ~l|.E-C.-il.|r_LJ and  cultursl standards, Tow are
185 Wil | | '-4,‘ 4 e e Yo o .
: ; in this regard? Yom grow enthy

sl
anil

% | or 1;4 immense cullural progress we
ave nchieved since © advent Lo power F
nndoulited!y -"‘illii.:l.'fn:'l'rlI{sllllI];mll. rlt'-“.i1 “-:‘

3 , boasting that in
this res pect we have done guile g lot. We have
not only '.\]'JJ ed off heads’
Mensheviks of all countries
yours, bubt have also snlizgl

‘Many’ however only in

ik

. a5 charged by the
and by lmu:::l{_\- of

ed many heads,
N : ; comporisen. with the
past, m comparison with the sins of the classes
Lm:‘iﬁ" ies then at the helm. ]||i|||<r¢;.\{?|1.-.:;'rt15.f';'.

i is vurst we bave instilled in the work-

:_;b :m; sl _f'-'.-r education and cullure in
genera .I;I];Il.l.{l'h Rt anly to Pelrograd and
oilter induslrial cenlres. bul {ar

contines unlil the very villages have

At the same fime we are s Poser-

wompletely beggared. We of
COUrse  wage anief \.!.l.u.i_nu_rn war agajst
illiteracy, We establish  librarios and readine
o
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rooms, in the towns and villages, big and smal]
We organise all kinds of fraining courscs. We
presenl good shows and concerls, send ‘mobile
exhibitions’ aind ‘educatipnal fraing” all over lbe
land. Bul 1 repent: what dess ihis amounl o for
s mult-million |_m lation who lack e most
clementary koowledge, the most primitive enl-
ture? Wherea lay ten thougand and lmorrow
another ten thousand are enrapiured in Moscow
for inslance by the splendid performances of out
theatres, millions of people are slriving to learn
how 1o spell their names and counl, are T ying
to altain enough culture to koow that the carth
o roumd. not flat, and that the sworld s not
governed by witches and sorcerers and a ‘heax
enly father® but by natural Jaws.”

Comirade Tenin,? L remarcked, “don’t be so
aggrieved by illiteracy. In some respects i has
made the revolitivn easier for you. It has pr
venled the brains of Uhe workery and peasanis
from being stuffed wilh bourgeois notions and
thus from going to sced. 1!'r.nr apritation and
lJr“L':I;.falilJ.’n are sowing virgin seil, It i3 easier
to sow and reap where you di ne JI fh'\, have o
clear away a whole P rimeval forest”

“Yas_ that's true,” Lenin rejoined. “However
only within certain limiks or, to be mors exi
for a cerfain period of our struggle. We could

stand illiteracy during the fight for power, while
it was negessary to destroy the old state machin
ery. Bul are we destroying m v for the sake
of r'iF-‘-'-"l'f""lg' We are de -I_1n\|!u_ fur the ||lir
pose of creating something better. illiteracy goes
badly, i3 & ‘wl]ll ely incompatible with the job
of restorslion. Allep all the latter, according to

L
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ll:u_'x. iust be the Lask of e workers and. T add
r_.~1 thie peasants themselves i the Wani . Iu
Ireedom. Our Soviel system | Lates this :-..‘:-.'i
li'mn‘lq o it thousands of ord I~-.'lm~.I;'.r;;:’
people are today sludying fn various ."i-'n'-.'-rl-:
a_.=.}r1 soviel bodies how to expedite !'UEL-:}'I"."HI"IFH‘
!E.”.l",\' ire men and women ‘in the prime ol life,
as '._|w_v are wont o say in vour country, ."-aI.r'.-t.
of Islte:m grew up wnider e old resime and hepes
received no educaiion. acquired no cullure: but
now they crave Tor knowle Wi are .1'1;"‘
delermined Lo recruil ever new ;'-:-lullus_::-?uiq“l:-;
men and women for Soviel work and T 1_'-5”1;1
a certain degree of practical and lfinil_“;l
-_-J_lu:l‘:'.l;r‘-n Nevertheless we are umable o meel
i full our comnlry's demand [or lng..'.;.'n'u][il-
tapable of creative Jead rship, We are |-:||nl_j;:_‘til|“-"J
to engage burcaucrats of the old type. as a result
of which bureaweracy has cropped up e, 1
absolutely hale il but of .':::.u',-,:_:ll h--l;»l'-
Licular hureaucrat in view. He might L s
man. What T hate is the system, It has a :
and corrupling effect from {op 1o boltam
Iy disseminated education and frain ng ol
the people is u deecisive factor for overcoming
and eradicating bureaucracy )
“What are our prospects for the [uture? We
have built splendid institulions and Zl-'lL"I!JILL"'i.
really fine measures fo enable the proli tarinn
and peasant vouth to studly, learn and :a*e.\;hm.':all-u-
culture, But hera oo we ape cenfronted will :||--'
game vexalious question! whal does :;"I t‘i“.-i.-.
{ﬂTTI"'II.J-rlr:‘ to when you consider the size of oL
popuation? Wihal is worse, we are far from

having an adequate number of kindergariens

My Reooleetivns of  Lenin

children’s homes and elementacy sehools. Milli-
ons of childven grow into their tecos without an
upbringing, svithoul education. They remain as
ignerant and uncullured as lheir fathers and
grandlfathers were. How much talent perishes an
thal aceounl, how much yearning for light is
crushed underfoot! This is a  lerrible erimo;
when considered in lerms of the happiness of
the pising generation. It amounts to robbing the
Soviel stale, which iz to be lransformed into
communis| soeiety, of iis wealth. This is fraught
wilh great danger.”

Lenin's volce, usually so calm, gquavered with
indignation.

“How Lhis question musl cof him 1o tho
guick,” T thought, “if it makes him deliver an

talional speech 1o the three of us” Someone,
I do nol remomber exactly who, began o speak
alioul a number of 1:."?['iil'.l1i.'=|']“.' chnoxious
pecurrences. i the :i]‘bhr.-.l'r':q of art and culture,
atlributing them to the “conditions of the fimes™,
Lienin relorted:

“1 know all aboul that, Many are siucerely
dangers and difficulties of

coovitieod that 1le
call he coped with by dis-

e presenl perio
ing panem ct efrcenses [bread and eircuses,
speciacles). Bread —as a onatter of course. A3
fur speelacles—let them he dispensed! [ don’t
nbjeet. Bul let il not be forgolien thal spectacles
are not really greal art. 1 would sponer call
them more or less atbractive entertainment. Nor
should we he oblivious of the faet thal our work
ers and peasanis bear ne vesemblance to lhe
Rontan Jumpenprolelarial, They are nol inain
taincd al state expense bul oo the contrary ey

BSRES
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themselves maintain the slale by lher Taboor,
Lhey “made’ the revelulion and upheld its cause,
shedding. torrenls of lheir bDlomd and bearing
untold sacrilice. Indeed, our workers and peas-
ants deserve something better than speetacles.
They are enlitled to real great art That is why
we pul foremast publie eduocation and traming
1 Hie hi;:_-';,__tl_-.\l_ scale. Tt ereales a basis for cnl-
ture, provided of eoorse thiat e grain problem
has been solved. On this basis a veally new,
greal, communisl art should arise which will
create ®5 form in l-r\!‘:‘:‘ﬂinﬂr'—‘I‘i‘]r‘l’ with its con
lenl. Wahle fasks of vasl importance are waiting
to be solved by our intelleetuals along this line.
By learning o understand these ks and
pecomplishing them they would pay the debl they
owe Lo The prolefarian revolulion, which to them
foo apencd wide 1he portals thal led from the
vile conditions of Bile, deseribed in such master
lv fashinn in the Cemmunist Manifeslo, Lo lhe
graml open spaces.”

That night—the hour was alrbady lale—we
hai hrpached other themes as well, but
impression these discussions left was bul fainl in
pomparison.  with that produced by Lenin's
remarks on art, cullure; public education and
upbringing

Lenin, who interpreted the mass in [he spiril
oi Marx, naturally atlached pgreal importance
to ity all-sided cultural developmienl. He consid-
erid it the gréates!t gain of the revolulion and
i sure guuranlee that communism weuld b
gehivyed

“I'he Red Oclober,” he told me once, “opened
wide the road to a cultural revelulion on the
srandest seale, which is being brought aboul on
the basis of the incipient economic revolution
and in conslanl interaction with it lmagine
millions of men and women ol various nalion
alities and races and of various degrees of wul
ture all striving on towards a new lile, & superb
task confronts the Soviet Governmenl. In n few
years or decades il must redriss lhe cultural
wrong of many centuries. In addilion lo the
agencics and inslilutions of the Soviel Ciovern-
ment, coltural progress is promoled alsp by
pumerons organisations and societies of scien-
lisls, artisls and teachers. Vast cultural work is
carried on by our trade unions sl the dilferent
enlerprises and by our co-operalive OTEamsa
lions in the villages. The aclivity of our Party is
veTY much in evidence everywhere, A greal deal
is being done. Our suceesses are great compared
wilh whal there was, bul they look small coi-
sidering whal remains to be done. Our cullural
revolultion has only just begun.™

(lasually referring to u splendid ballet being
performed o Ui Belshoi  Thealve, Lenin
remarked wilh a smile:

“Ompr ballet, thealre, and opera, and our
exhibilions of avhat is new and newesl in paink
ing and seulpture are proof to many people
abroad hal we Bolsheviks are niof al all soeh
horrible barburians gs was believed Lhere, 1 do
nol deny the significance of such snd similar
cullural manifestations of our sociely. 1 do ol
undereate heir import. But | admil 1w owore
sratified hy Ihe setting up of two or three

16
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clemenlary  schools In some oul-of-the-way
villages than by the most masnificent exhibit al
same arl show. A rise in the gensral cullural
standards of the masses will provide the sound
and solid basis necded lor the training ef the
powerful and inexhaustible forces thal will
develop Boviel art, seience and fechnology. Uur
aspirations to establish collure and Lo dissermi
nale il here in our commbry i3 extraordinarily
great. Tt must he admilted that we arc t:ipcri
menting a lol. Alongside of serious work therc
is much that is poeerile, immature, thal con
sumes a great deal of our energy and means
Creative e evidenlly requires eslravagance i
soclely as well as in nature. We already have
the most imporlant recuisites for the cultural
revolution since the conquest of power by the
proletarial, namely: the awakening of lhe Mmass
es, lheir aspiration to culture. New peoaple are
growing wp, produced by the new soeinl order
and erealing this order.”

Fethin,
Mosrne, 1

A V. LUNACHARSKY

LENIN AND THE ARTS

[ the course of his life Lenin had no time Lo
onoage in anything like a close study ol the arls,
and sinee dilettantism had always been Lateful
1o him and alien to his nature he did not hike
fo make any statements on_ arh 5till. he had
very definile lastes. He loved the Russian clas-
dios and liked realism in literature, dramaturgy,
painting, ete.

In 1405, during lhe firsl revolution, he once
had to spend the night al lhe house of
1. 1. Leshehenko who had a lavge eollection of
Knackfluss editions of the world's greatest writ-
ors. The next morning Vladimir lyich said lo
me: “What a fascinaling thing is the history of
art! The ameunt of work there is hers for a
Marxist! T eouldo’t fall asleep Lill morning, |
looked through one book after the ather. And
I fell sorry that L never had and never will have
any time for art.” I remember those words very
elenrly

1 had several meelings with him in copnnec-
sion wilh various art competitions, already after
the revolution. One time, | remember, he callod
me i and lgether we wenl Lo an exhibilion
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ol monuwment designs from which a substilute
had to be chosen [or the figure of Alexander 111
which had been pulled down f""rn S COTEEONS
pedestal near the Church of the Saviour. Viadi-
mir lyich examined all the designs very criti
cally, And he did nof like any of them. One
design, done inoa futuristic maoner, seemed to
amaze him particularly, but when his opinion
was asked he said: “Uov quile in the woods here,
Ask Lunacharsks.” He was vory glad when |
lold him thal 1 dida'l see a single worlhy design
there; and said: “And 1 was alraid vou'd erect
some [uluristic monstrosily "

Another Hme the maller concerned a monu-
ment to karl Marx, The well-known seulplor
M. was espeeially insistent in his elaims. He
presented his design |-l a lacge: monwmenl ¢ili-
tled “Karl Marx Supported by Four Elephants”
This unexpected mobf struck all of us. and
Viadimir Ilyich loo, as most pecaliar. The sculp
lor then began to alter his cdesign, and did il
over three Himes, adamantly refusing to give up
the first prize lo anvone else. When l|_1|' jury.
wilhy myself presiding, rejected his design irrev

ocably and decided on one proposed by

el
group of arlisls headed by Alyoshin, the seulp
tor M. appealed to Viadimir Tlyich, complaining
about the decisiomn. Viadimir Tyich took his
appeal to heart, and rang me up to have a new
jury. convened. Ile lold me he would come to
see the designs presented by Alvyoshin and the
sculptor M, He hiked Alyvoshin's very much, and
rejected the one by the seulplor M.

That same vear, on May Day, Alveshin's group
erecled a small-seale- model on the spot where

Loty aamel Tlees AA3s

the monument to Marx was fo stand. Viadimir
llvich wenl there specially to see it, Hu wﬂ'll:{%.'i.
I.'I'.JHI].(I the meomument sever: i fimes. asked hiﬂla-
big it was poing to Dbe, and Tinally ,-_-,:.wr~_n.|__-
approval, saying to me however: 'L".\““'”]}' Y asi-
lvevich, he sure to tell the artist that the hair
musl be lilelike, so one would have the same
impression ol ar]l Marx #s ODe llm—-. a',‘:-r‘i'n_ hal.:h?
betler porlraits, hu::n:»,r Thire dossn’l seemy 1o
be much fikeness” ) !
Onee in (S Vadisir Thyich :'nl]l-i] me i
and spoke 1o me ghont the need o promobe arl
as # means of agilation. He sel |~u| fwo plans
hee had. The first was lo hayg o stinnary
slogans inseribed on lhe walls of buildings,
{ences and olher places where posters were
usually hung. He ~L|'-"mh A some of the slogans
rivhi [hen and there. w i)
[Tis second plan was fo crect fempordid
plasler monuments Lo g eragl rey |-].|IL-|I11|"' 4 bolh

in Pelrograd and ‘L[m\-m and Lo «do 1T on :||IL
ixfremaly large scale. InLh cities rendily ag |
Lo Jm|n|t-r"uul ]_..LI'?H s idea, and it was ,)1'!;11._1_-\_“-!.
thal there should be an unveiling cersmony i

cnch monumenl with a speech oy ade 1br=ul the
revaolutionary o whom it was dedieated, @
that  elucidaling mseripfions bEIIIII:|L|. _]:-r.*._ .I.'_.IE_”!II
on the pedestal, Viadimir [yich called il “monu
men bal prup.-.sr-lruh ‘

In Petrograd this “monwmental propagands
was muite o success, The lirst sueh menment
was Shervad's “Radishehey” . A copy was J'-lll'i up
in Moseow, [Tnfortunalely, the Pefrograd ovigin-
al fell 1o picces and has not hosn renewed. In
aenersl, most of those Petrograd mionuments
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collapsed because they were made of such {ra-
gile material, and wyef I remember some that
were very sond indeed: the busts of Garibaldi,
Shevichenko, Dobrolyuboy, Herzen, and a few
others. Those made by leflisl artists were worse.
For instance, when the cubistically siylised head
of Perovskaya was unveiled, some people actu-
ally jumped back in horror. The monnment to
Chernyshevsky Ino, T scem to remember, struck
many as rather conlrived. The best one was the
monument to Tassalle® erceted i front of the
tormer City Duma where it slands fo this day.?
| belleve il has sinec been cast in bronze.
Another admirable momuanenl was the standing
ligure of Karl Marx made by sculptor Malvevey
Unfortunately, it gol broken, and in its place
near the Smoloy) there is now a hronze head
of Marx of a more or less couvenlional lype
ith none of the originalily of Matveyvey's plastic
interprefation.

In Moscow—the very place whire Viadimir
lvich could ses them-—{he monumenls were
rialher poor,

Altogether there were few salisfaclory monu-
ments in Moseow. The one to the poet Nikitin
was perhaps hetter than ilie rest. I don’t know
il Vladimir llyich examined them very closely.
but anyway he once said fo me with displeasure
that nothing had come of the monumental prop-
aganda. | mentioned the Pelrograd cxpericnce,
at whicki he shook his head in doubt and said:

v Ry Zelit—A, L. i i
felitas mistakenly welt et 404
¥ These roedoltections rio written Ao 19—,
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“Da vou mean Lo say thal all the gifted are
assembled in Petrograd and lhe giflless in Mos-
cow 2 Tt did seem strange, and T had no expla
nation to affer him.

e alse had his doubls aboul Konenkovw's me-
morial plagque. It did net scem particularly mm-
pressive (o him, Konenkoy himself, ds a rfmttm-
of fact. called this work of his, npt without
humour, a “moimo-real”™ plague. ol

T also remembeor the arlist Albman giving
Viadimir 1lyich a porfrail of Khalturin done in
bas.relief. Vladimir llyich lked it very moiuch
but allerwards asked me 1f i wasn’t o foturist
piece. He disapproved of fufurism in i.f_l’..‘,HIE*J.'ﬂ_l.
I was not present at the conversation he had
with the students of the Higher Avi '1':3{:.l11‘.|i-:z11
Rludios ab their hostel where he-onee came wilh
Nadezhda Konstantinovna. T was told afterwards
that big issues had been raised by the arl
students, “leflists” all of them, of course. ¥la-
dimir [lvich had replied jocularly, making mild
fun of H][\[;]: but lo them, oo, he declared that
he did not leel eompotent enough 1o go nto a
serious discussion on arl. He found the voung
people themselves a very fine lof, and was
delighted that they were communist-minded.

In the last period of his life Vladimir llyich
rarely had a chonce o indolge his interest in
the arts. He wenl to the thealre several limes,
alwawvs to the Arts Theatre | believe., which he
thought very highly of. Tts shows invariably lelt
2 wonderful impression on him.

Viadimir Tlvich loved musie. Al one lime some

g Clpima’ aneans YpEende™ In Russan
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really good concerts were held in my house.
Chalispin sang sometimes, Meichik, Romanoy
sky, the Slradivarins. quarciet, Kusevilsky and
olher musicians played for us, I often invited
Viadimir lyich, but he was alw ays busy. Once
he told me frankly: “Of course. listening to
music is very pleasant bul, imagine, it upsets
me. I take il very hard, somehow.” T remember
Comrade Tsyurupa, whe managed to  enfice
Viadimir llyich to one or two recilals given by
Ihe pianist Romanovsky in someone’s house,
telling me thal Lenin had greatlv enjoved the
music bul had obvicusly felt disturbed.

More than once I had the lask fo prove fo
Viadimir Hyich (hat the Bolshoi Theatre was
costing us very little, relatively speaking, Bul
still, on his msislence. a cul was made in the
allocations. He was guided by two considera
tioms, one of which he explained at once: “IH
won't do 1o spend so much money on the upkee)
of a theatre as sumpluous as the Bolshoi
when we have none for the maintenanee of the
most ordinary schools in the yvillages.” [lis other
consideration he diselosed al a meeting when 1
disputed his attack on the Bolshoi Theatre and
pointed to its obvious cultural importance. And
lhen Viadimir Tlyich twinkled slyly and said:
“And still it's a piece of purely landed-gentry's
cullure, and no one can dispute the fact.”

It does not follow from thiz that Vladimir
Hyich was hostilely disposed to the eulture of
e past as a whole, It was the entire pompously
courtly tone of the opera that seenied lo Iim Lo
have a specifically landed-gentry ring. But arl
of the past as such, Russian realism especially

1 B
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(including \he peredpiziniki®}, he held in high

¢aleeim,

Well these are the Faclual data which 1 can
affer from my recolleclions of Vladimir Ilyich
L repeal, Viadimir Llyich never macle -g;;:lllf_l’]-i‘il-;:.[
principles ouf of his acsl al likes an d masl]he_:ur.

Comrades whe lake an inderest in art will
remember the Central Comvmillee’s Telisr on ques-
lions of art which was aimed quite sharply
against fufurism.ir | don’t know the parbculars,
but T think that Viadimir Tlvich himself took a
share in il At thal tme he considered me either
a champion ol fulurism er a zealous sapporter
af it, and that is probably why he did not consull
nie hefore the publication of the Central Gommil
tee’s decision which, he thooght, would correct
my stand.

Viadimir Hyich also disagreed with me rather
sharply aboul the Proloteult. He even .t.'u:.u_idud e
ronndly onee, Belore T go on, L want il 1o be
understagd thal e by ne measns denied the
impartance of workers” eircles for the training iof
wrilers amd painters from among the |+r'lui::lu1_-i:_h
hut he was afraid that the Proleteull might
altempl to work out a “proletarian science” in
general, and a complete “proletarian cullure

Firstly, he thought the (aslk utterly unlimely and
EThe none given to realisl artists: oand seulptors

{81 Lid Bussian eI LRl E fdemogralic

igsncialed wi e o
IExhibitions™ sel

society “Association of Travelling Arl
up in 1870 -

\ T e wxhils red by he socielyan 81, Pelershurg
W sul to. adhir major eities of Russia
I'he =i ] wd 1N 102, havipg orgapiscd 48 lasgr

oxhihil
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unieasible; secondls |
fangled notions ,Itﬂrl{’:f-|wa.}f*_'|,""'."‘1 hn} tupee AW
would. fance ot 1, L \I I.-“. .:I.sj.L-_Ltl'a.llj' premalure.
assimilalion of o -'I'}-“”IJ"':'” irom study and the
il Te “;UL Histing scichee and cullure; and
Hi_]rl:”;m"" IT:II.-i atraid. and nel without Teason
I;Ll;cum'-:! 'i}:f'lrﬁ'-":'mm polifical deviation niild
Llia:lp]’i'l"ﬂ'.-‘&ré_l I.-.rm l_rln Froleteull. He strongly
plaved in lI1:t3 Pml‘lwmr[p: e e s hick
When the Prola ;::_‘It'] lltrhh]”_‘l' :"'L A. Bogdanov.
or 1920, Viadimiz ”. ! Il..::e_]1|!¢, congress in Oclol-
[‘Jﬂ-i'r‘:l ot naﬁ”]”l“] I}:I i .-'I_-II me ln g0 there and
I8 e |'-. i 3 that II:_.--; arganisation had Lo
sariat for 1-:;1u.~,ff-’1“"'””'*" of the Peaple’s Commis-
its institutes '1{ ullﬂn .n”‘_I ""‘.‘:f"'“-'i"ll'i' itself one of
to draw the -l;|-.--§_.!r}"l' Viadimir Ilyich wanted us
the same lime I'|-_'.:hh“]+ closer ta Lhe stale, and at
lhe Party as :\-‘-.T:]: took steps to draw it closer Io
{UJLE.;’L'-::SS xt-et-.:i som i.m: .<T-,r~¢-_;~‘|_q I addressed fo the
i . dl;-”] lIE".'\r hat evasive and concilialory
TEbEae ct-‘::n. Md‘: [11!-“‘:F'fl on to Viadimir T'I',-iz-i-.
me a proper _rh-‘.:l.;-'h"?' He ealled me in and gave
s L't'LJ;'A.;umiw':w”.!.hlem: down. Later, the Praleteuli
Ve z = according to Lenin’s instroc
The new : :
emerged ::ni{lr i:;ﬂil literary formations which
most part ﬂi’*]:ﬂ-[-;L"je-- revolution did not for the
i himﬁ.;.ﬂlf‘ : !I.z-:run'-.' |'nir-'.:1. He had no Hme
e : 4 ﬂ-lf]?T them. Still PU say (hat he
dred and T‘i.*.':-',rl U_fl..l.l e Mayakoysky's “A Hun-
st Oins {_-._{ 11I=1|-'1n - Me thousht it tno eon
e can't help feeling =orry that he was

' Hawever., 4 shy
T b e Dy
ok redstape Lenln foiund sa o
ally cepeatid some o) Iln- 'Iik'.li"

Tenln and the ATIS

Anion of the clher, later

unable 1o give his of
s taken by literaiure in

snd more mature bari
{he revolutionary dircefion.

And everyone knows how enorinbus
ed Viadimir T‘._\;'}{:h was in the cinema.

Ty intercst

Lusacharsks, Mecollantivns al
Paciigdal [Loss pdy, 1934

In a private comversaiion, when 1 asked Tenin
Lo support oxr experimental theatres
hecaunse 1hey Were new apd revolulionary. | T
‘Lot these experimenial theaires draw
while these hupgry [mes
Jast. 11 is absolulely imperative for us o do
everything in our power mot to let the pitiars of
our culture collapse, for the proletarial woald

never forgive us thal” Lenin's slandpoint was
1o see lo i

lhat before anything else we had
thal our museums, in which enormons treasures
were kept, did not fall o pieces, and thal Lur
major specialisis did nol weaken from hunger
and flee abroad, e thought it would be less af
if we waited a little before advancing he
youth [heatres

for meney
b

replisd:
on their cothusiasm

;
gl

a =in
problems  of the experimental
in the lare,
ol fere ool
ol Artinleak ket
il Y- s, p, 3

denll lawneled

Tn FOLR oo lers of the Proli
Alexandrinsly

stpong attack againsl [l
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Theatre. | raelt v |
% .rlrln _i myseil was closely connected with
1e orgamisation, and finally ;
S i el mally 1 became somewhal
Sl their msistonl demands lo pul gn
rTIiI= l},i the “nidus of reactionary apt” : :
decided o seck oo ‘rom Via

: stk coumsel fr ladimir
A umsel from Viadimir Iyich
-'-ilx-l‘“m 80, when ! came loosee him in
oifice—I dom’t remember the
[S.Iljg"-.‘Fii} L was during the 1918-19
(b} :
£:1;:i_'-ﬁ:1]"£'§:’l]|v conntry s best theatres, To this T
l[ - P - -‘1-.. 11 1 H L i : ! ™
(] ed: “They're still playing their old reperloire
z g % 3% .-‘.- 5 by LR (4 B wd®
hl.{h-:}:,lp'ﬁf bul wo'll tnickly purge il of anvy filth
‘1 diences, and prolelgrisn andiences in 'in{-'ir.
Wlu alxl. attend theiv shows readily, Timo -'lw“'l' as
well as sse’ adhi : ; e Wi
X el th these audiences, will eventgally cum!;H
AR £l a v T 1 : 5 I

¢n iu.lmuhl conservative theatres o chang
And 1 think this change L
SO0 oy O ]

s ron. Linmy opinion 4 radical breaking up world
|;1|_ dangerous here: we have no reg cement ‘1
i i 2l o : ’ ol RERLE ERLS |
¢ i lield as yel. And the new thal will n*n-lr:p
lli_\_\ suAp that cultural thread., After all, while
23 Mesigiist 4 3 d i 1o WY i
! t-Lu,; il Lo graunted thal the music of the near
el o« . : 3 =
:,m. TJJT{.r revelulion’s viclory will be bolh
prolelarian and socialist, we can't. aflm : ]]‘

- ik PRENE- 8 B AR ] |

his
exicl  daie  bul
stason—I

d him thal I intended making every elfort 1o

witl eome aboul quile

imagine that conservatoires and music school
Ccat * closed ¢ 1 \ s
3 J.'“' closed down and the old “feudal bour
geals’ mstruments and sheel mu-'i:‘. b II il
Sy o R ¥ sliee st pe burnd
T I\ ladimir llyich listened atlentively to whul
: wad toosay and then roplied Lhal this w i
line to adher | jire ; B e e
: adbere Lo, bul that T must slso romembh
i e L v L i 2
0 suppont lhe new thal was Lorn J

. ; . under the
influence of the revelulion i

Rinid o N
ik : A : / T mnd it gl
W rran 4 = - 5 |
soweak at firsl: it must ool be judged fram

1Y L S %

the aesthelii i
westhelic poinl of view alone, otherwise e

Lenin and Lhe Arls nh

old, mmore mature art would retard the develop-
winl of the new, and lhough this old arl itself
would undergo a change lhe process would be
the slower the less vigorously it was spurTed
on by the eompelition pffered by its young rival

I haslened to assure Viadimir Liyvieh thal 1
would be eareful not Lo make thal mistake, and
said: “Only we must nol allosw the maniacs and
charlatans who, in rather grea punibers, aroe
trying Lo hoard our ship to make use ol our
awn means and play a role for which they are
not casl and which would do us harm.”

I'o this Viadimir Hyich made a reply which I
semember word for word; “You are profoundly
right aboul the maniacs and charlutans. A Class
that has conguered, and MOTCOYEr A vlass whose
awn intelligentsia is as yet 4 quanlitatively small
foree. inevitably fulls wiclim 1o these elements
unless il guards itsell agalnsl them. Il is by
way of being bolh an inevitable resnlt and cyen
4 sien of victory.! Lenin added, laughing.

wWell then, to sum up.” I said. “Everything
that is more or less sound old arl is ko be
safeguarded. Art—I1 do nol mean museum pieces,
but effective art such as Lhe theatre, lleralure
and music—i5 Lo be influenced, bul not crudely.
to complele its evolution as gquickly as possible
Lo meet the new reguirements. New trends are
to be trealed swith diserimimation. They musl
nol be allowed to selze the field by mere aggres
<ipn. bul are 1o be given an apportunily (o win
prominence by real arlislic merits. In this respecl
{hey are lo he given every possible assistance.”

Te this Lenin said: “This puls 1t ralhoer
precisely, 1 think. Now Iry to bring it home 1o




our gudiences, and Lo people in generdl Tor thal
malter, in your public speeches and arlicles”

“Can I quete you?” [ asked,

“No, why? | don’t claim to be an experl in
the arts. Since vow're § People’s Commissar
}!_1|1r| ‘_-'_mglll o be ¢nough of an authorily your-
r ] i f S

And om Lhal our conversation ended

S N Ianachnrshy,
tertary of the Alexand
L e bouk: Kot

Is there anvone who does not know lhat
Lenin ascribed a greal impoertance to the enl-
tural revolution? He spoke -b'_n_'l it with espe-
cial Freguency already afier (he October Bevolu-
tion. Hi spoke aboul it al congresses deali
with different brauches of public education and
also in his famous address made lo the Young
Communist League; he wrole about if in his
articles. returning again and again to the cullar-
al tasks of the revolultion, and devoling much
altention to this theme in those Iast [J;.*_El_!x_. Ever
wrilten by his own hand. .

Al Lenin was by no means Interested merely
in the forms which socialisl eullure would
assutae in the vears when vietory will hove been
won o the polifical and cconomic (ronts and
ihe new lile, which Marx called “life warthy of
wan’ and in relation to wlhich he considered LU

rie history of mankind no more than a pre

Lenin wid Ui Acts

paratory perlod, will have onfelded in all it
splendour,

Although he never denied “davdreams™ Lhe
right to exislence. Lenin did not like to let them
jump teo far ahead. Tle was wont to reiterais
with a smile when somenne asked ham @ ques
tion aboul some g in the distant fature:
“Well, you know, pe r\]ﬂf will be very clever
then and they'l solve all these pl‘uLJl:.nm splend
idly, so Iel's you and I come back lo iJlUJJ.{I'iIH
(hal have op one excepd ws to solve them.”

Culture interested Lenin nol as the erowning
poanl of political -|nc1 sponomic gains in the firs|
place, although he realised perfoctly widl  hat
il i3 soeialist culiure and the sociadisl way ol
life [hat in the eves of every fighler give a morai
meaning lo the sacrifices and efforls  which
history demands so much of before a classless
saeiely can be established on earth,

In the first place Lenin was inlerested in that
particular culture which is a Decessary preref-
uisite for the attainment of = consummate
speialist eulture, Lor the stabilisation of polifical
gains and the successful building up of a social-
isi poonomy 1o our coulry

Lenin uged to say mosl +11|x.|'||n ally that we
would have found it much ier too strogile and
build if we had. afller m-..Jhmiun;? the mon-
archy ane e ruling elasses; inherited a more
developed bourgevis culivre.

He said Le._:-\_‘u_u_l_\- that this bourgeois culiure
would facililaleé and speed up the real and
complele attainment of socialism by the prole
tariat of weslern countries after victory.

The Asiatic gioom hat hung OveD our country

17-1085
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right up to the victory of the proletarviat in the
Oelober Revolution and which we have by no
means chiminated complefely even by this time,
always appeared to Lenin as the most substan-
tial hindranice to our successtul and rapid ad-
vanee along the road o socialism.

With us imdustrialisation has always mesnt
and stll means the sumullanecus building up ol
a socialist economy and the sttdioment of fhal
parlicalar level of general amnd technical devel-
ppment without which socialism would remain
a fanciful dream.

This leaps to the eye still more sharply whes
we review our rural and agrienllural econo
policy in general. Whal cuormeus ceonomic
changes have to be made In Lhe eouniryside in
vrder lo create a spil i which c¢onsummale

cialist forms ol economy and like would thrive

llyich was also conecrned uaboul the mosl
clemenlary cullure.

Bul anyone who drew [rom all this the sim
plified and shallow conelusion that Lenin was
a “gulture Hend” would be making a dgrave
iislake.

Bul dido't he say—somebody i
Soviel power plus elecleicity phus the collure
e mnsses?

He did. Bul il he were a “calture fiend™ he
would obviously have said; first literacy. then
eleclrification, and then perhaps, liltle by Tilile
and in due course; different formis of freedoms
and organisation up to amd  inecluding  baviel
l.l('l‘r\'F‘-['.

And that is something he never said, and
what i3 more he waged a constant struggle

249

suainst those who did. pellefing them with

sharp snd seathingly sarcastic m:*.v.u;}::c. k

Why gdid hiteracy and elecirilication acquire
their real meaning for Lenin only wiler Soviet
puwer?

Floctrification, apparently, lor the very reason
thal it was no longer bourgeois electrification.
Naturally . bourgeois eleetrilication  would 1ok
have come amiss either il we had lound on the
day of revolulion’s v one or another of
lhe fruits it had borne, anvway il would have
hud sn entirely different meaning. DBeing
major powen factor it would haye also been a
lnctor of cruel exploitation of man by man,
ad—given cerlain vadidiHons—might Tiave even
sismifled 4 consolidation of this exploitalion
amd  made another weapon [or the ruling
zloss. . :

The literacy which the masses receive prior
to a revolution plays almost exaclly the same
role. Needless Lo say, it would not be a bad
ihing to find the people highly literate on the
:1:n.-'¢-l’ revolulion's victory, bul still theirs would
not be Ihe same lteracy as ours, That literaey
had been given the workers and poor peasanls
the better to espleit them lor one thing. and
the betler to deceive them, for another. We: see
how anvthing but unsuccessfully [(though the
suceess s lemporary, of course) the Menshe-
viks. in the footsteps of and side hy side with
the priests, use this “Hleracy” lo retard lJI\E'
genuine  developmenl ol the working prople’s
sulf awareness,

After the October Revolulion, culture amd the
most elementary litvracy assumed in lyich’s
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eyes an culirely diffevent meaning and appeaTad
to himr in quile different forms,

He spoke ironically, of course, of lhose vision-
aries and horry scurries whe imagined thal
proletarian cullure was something you could
fire oul of a pistol like a conjurer, presenting
the prolelarial and the peaszaniry with a brand
new culture where everything —from the firsl
letter ol the alphabet to locomulives and guns—
would be guite unlike the old

And no guarantess given lhal the new letters
would be readuble, the new locomatives would
lake us where we want to go, and the new pro-
letarian models of guns would he a makch lor
the bourgenis enemy arlillery.

So. how could Ilyich help getling angry and
ridiculing them when he heard motions as
fantaslic as the ones 1 have caricatured here!

No, Dyich kngw thal we had lo get down to
serious and assiduous study n order fo exiract
from bourgeois wisdom and ils technical knowl-
edge everything that might come in useful to us
and help us to defeat lhe bourgeoisie aned build
our own world.

At the same time he knew very well, however,
that we could not learn afi we needed from the
bourgeaisie. lle knew thal we had our own
concepls, only ours, repudiated, condemned and
cursed by the bourgeeisie. We have our own
elass trulhs, our new revolutionary approach Lo
the world. to knowledge, to history, to
present and the future.

And Lenin insisled. speaking from this point
af view, that ouor literacy ilsell, from the very
first word read by a child or his 1lliteraic mother

learning to remd and write in elass for illilerale
adults. would obyviously be quite different.
infused with a difierent spirit and guiding the
mind in a different direclion.

More than that, lenin tsught us thal our
melhods of stody and scll-study must also he
different. Not only must our methods be
eapurgated of all the Falsehood nnd deceit, all the
voluntary or involuntary prejudices apd absur-
dilies of the bourgeoisie, bul the very mastery
of the subjects must be achieved not in lhe
bourgeois-bookish manner but in profound enm-
nection with our socialist everyday experience.

I suppose & progressive-minded bourgeais
feacher could also say: “Study as you work, and
work as yvou study.” Bul the difference i3 that
with Lenin this work is nothing more nor less
than an clement ol socialist practive, and prac
tiee and sindy are inseparable compongnls af
(he soeialism thal has been growing op in our
country since the October Revelution,

Tndeed. withoul inereasing literacy. withoul
study, there can be no cementing of our politie-
al positions by the lofty and clear-cut elass
eonsecipusness of the proletarian and peasant
INLASSES,

Indead, without literacy, without study, there
can be no rapid development of indusiry, nor
can the individualistic rural countryside be
transformed into o collective-farme land.

Rut not for a second, if you do nol want to
make a greal mistake, must this literacy and
this study be divoreed Trom our poalifical strug
ole fronl our connomic strugale. our industrial-
isation and colleetivisaliomn.
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It i5 as obvious mow as il was in the very

fivsl months following the revolubion {rom what
Leniny said then.

But fime marehes on. And the “eurrerd
momenl” flows on Bodsterowsly. We have neyver
vel seen dl damage any pringiples of ours, bul
with its egyory turn the live river ol Lime either
conlronts us wilh new problems or | ald
problemis in & new way,

And if we were to ask ourselves now which
questions, de with in Lemitds grenl teaching
on the cullural aspeet of our socialist |'1_'\.4,t]u-
tion, have sdvanced to the very Forelront, and
which of the =lemenls, inherenl in Leninism
before as well. of CONESE have assuricd par
moutit importance, we would have In answer
that two guestions have borne down on us with
unheard-ol strength and insistence: the question
of vodres and the question of the aogravation of
the clazs struggle in the sphere of culfure

But was there ever a Hme when Lenin did nol
feel concern for our cadres? Bd nob we hear
from his own lips words of wise advice on how
to take care of the old cadres and how to use
them for the development of new ones® Did
we not also hear from him that we must make
speed and open the swhole edueational eomplex.
including high schools, for the working-class and

sant youlh in order to build up new, quarti

ely and gualitatively adequaie cadres of onr
own intelligenisia as guickly as possible? Did
wiet not hear from lim hew carefully we must
rear Lhem so lhey would not muake a vainglori-
ous display ol hweir knowledee, 3o hev would
not suceamb e ahien influence. =o hey would

nin el th A e

remmember that they were bone of the bone imul
fesh of the flesh of the working people and had
o be an example lo others lor their _l.lu!ﬂm;
spirited hebaviour and their selfless dedication:

All this we heard from Lemn.

Bat tinne rnishies on. The scale of our cen
shrgction is enormous, and in viey of our L:.\;p:u"ucl-
ing industry and increasing Ier:l}ni{:ztl equip-
ment the problem facing us now 18 fo see thal
Man does oot lag hehind. that he does nol

short of the complexily and pericetion (sl

miachines and the techniques and does nol
appear something of & semi-<savage 245 far Tt:
terhnieal skill is concerned, attcmpling Wit
inept hands (o master = “helpmate” he cannol
infelli Iy conirod
U pesolutions on cadres, adopled by the last
cession of the Central Cooimittes, have
a ""r'JT-"rr:-llllllTU. Lenin-like ring. Bul anyone cal
san lhat iF will Lake an all bl superhuman
effort om the part of the organisers; the profes
sors. and the youlh lo carry ol |.|I.Il:~ filanic
task . so holdly and carreetly outlined for us by
the Cenlral Commiitee, in the Hl‘m'.r.;:rll fime.
Lenin warried us that in the sphere of cutture
and  everyday lifel) the cOemy ‘-.‘.'U'L'.':I:| l:f*
sspeeinlly strong, “tricky, artful and fenaciaus. .
There was a time when we fought. We don'l
forswear fighting even now. Bul as never before
Vo IO 111‘.[‘_51 to dislodge the enemy 1Tor a.‘.-_r_-’-*lrrr—
al posttions, Anil we mus nol stop ai seiging
command heights alone, we must advance 111 an
u.x!:”nle--:l line #nd win more and more encmy
lerriko

‘a-‘.-@[“in the wountry, lhe kulak and all thal
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has spread in a large cirele around him, includ-
mg some academician ¢f Buropean fame and
grey-haired dignity, a jaundiced writer whooart-
fully smears our gates with tar under the pre
text of fidelity te artistic lruth, a teacher who
spreads anti-Semitic jokes on e sly, and a
wretch wheo has seld his last pair of pants for
booze and rubs with the crowd in lhe market

places wheezing malicious drivel—all of them
are frying to conserve themselves and each other
in itheir old positions and 1o propagate their
poison, mesmerising as far as they are able both
the wvacillating middle peasants, Lhe shaky
sections of white collar workers, and the morally
unripe and not yet settled youth, -

Al a glance you somelimes see only a picture
in blue or orange before wou, but on close
inspection it turns out to he—very oflen withoul
cven the author being fully aware of il—a bhlob
of viscid, malodorous, asphysiating gas of anti-
proletarian culture. i

Vigilance of the highest order is needed here.
i ability to purge mol just energetically bul
delieately as well. We must nol and cannol be
waslelul, we've got to be able o tell competent.
Iy which gangrenous limbs haye o be EkilLI:Ll;'_cl[f;E'f
and burnt, where a cure can he effected, and
what weve ;’.’:‘l’_ll.' to tolerate whetlior we like il or
not unlil we can replace it with something new
and of our own. We must know whom to sup-
port, whom lo sét right, and whom o give &
timely seolding to.

Vigilant caution should stand on guard of sur
cultaral ereativily in all spheres of Marxist
philosephy and methodology—in social seiences.

GRE
Lonin mid he Aits =t

in the reform of the nalural seiences, LE“""TPT”IH.l
and practical pedagogy. arl erifcistl. Jn-_i'.ﬂ_l;a:l_
Lut ot least in the form of aur own products “',
arliztic ereativity which illnstrate our |u_h-:!-. and
feelings and which caplure the imaginalion 61
the rapidly developing masscs, _ .
[n the onward march ol onr conslruction we
have now come clase to moments of such :ai_rla'm -
ity which Tlyich had only pictured o his pas-
sionale, eomplelely earthbound and practical
Wdream’. cavisaging them in the nol loo c}Jc’rnnL
future which. however, the greatest revolutionary
the world has ever known did not l'.l-v e l.rr SEE. .
We are beginning to build our ;-:qulli!%; !'.'-!:T’I,-Ei.:_::l
We are beginning to build our agriculiural ‘ ities
We are beginning to build up that completely
renovated environment in which people \:.'11[
find it so casv fo change. lo gel away Irom {he
clutches of old Adam and become new TNEIL
Bv changing things around it in the process
of its revolutionary struggle, the prolelariat wil
also change itself, taught Marx and Lemm, —
The jn':; etarial has changed things .1-.'mmrl'l il
i many ways. It has itselt :.‘31:11_!5{111 u great m:u.l
too. It has now matured ~:1|I'[]4_:1u11|l;!- g} i"l[]__hii['h.
on a perfectly systemahe preation ol nuinely

a gt

socialist way of life.

. ' sader would have responded
lo this! We have to admil 1l: ﬂ]l‘.'F':'-}kiLl!_? o
personalities, the principal builder ol eyery new
socialist town, of that highly Gnished erystal of
sociglist enlture, will anyway always be Lenin
Vladimir Ilyich Lemmn.

e
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